
216. Easter 6, Rogate – I 
Lord Jesus, teach us to pray in Your name. Amen. 

John 16:23–28 “And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, 
whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you. Until now you have asked 
nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. These things I have 
spoken to you in figurative language; but the time is coming when I will no longer speak to 
you in figurative language, but I will tell you plainly about the Father. In that day you will 
ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I shall pray the Father for you; for the Father 
Himself loves you, because you have loved Me, and have believed that I came forth from God. 
I came forth from the Father and have come into the world. Again, I leave the world and go 
to the Father.” 

To pray in Jesus’ name is to pray in His service, or, what is the same thing, in His 
stead, together with Him, for His cause, and based on His Word and merit. When I 
send my hired man to a neighbor to get something he has promised me, then the 

hired man asks for it in my name. He must be in my service, bring my word with him, and 
can only ask for that which I have told him. But when the neighbor recognizes my words 
and wants to give me the thing, then the servant’s worthiness or unworthiness means 
nothing. If he can use the right words from me and knows that the neighbor will give me 
the thing, then he doesn’t doubt that he will get it even if the neighbor does not like him. 
Dear Christian, by Baptism you are adopted into Christ’s kingdom and believe in Him. You 
are in His household, in His service, completely His own, and likewise the Father’s child 
whom He loves and is fond of. Jesus said you should go to the Father on His business. “This 
is how you shall pray for Me, He says: ‘Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 
name; Thy kingdom come,’ etc. Tell the Father that I have said it, and that you come to get 
it at My word, for the matter is Mine.” If only you really understood this and believed it! All 
that Jesus has said that we should pray for, just like all that is in the Lord’s Prayer, and all 
that He teaches us as necessary for salvation, that we can ask for in His name — but not 
what we happen to wish for or want. Pray in simple faith, and present Jesus’ words to the 
Father. Think with the certainty of receiving it for His sake. Look away from your own 
unworthiness, — though, as a matter of fact, the Father is fond of you for Jesus’ sake. Stay 
at the throne of grace until you are heard, in any case until your faith receives the needed 
assurance. See, when you pray in Jesus’ name, you also shall receive it, and your joy shall 
be full. For His word and oath: “Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father 
in My name He will give you,” this word and promise of His is a more secure bank draft 
with the Father than genuine dollar bills at the bank. Of course, when you have the 
currency, you have what it is worth, but it is even more sure that you have what Jesus says: 
that you may ask of the Father. Everything necessary for salvation and the advancement of 
God’s kingdom, as well as daily bread and the necessities of life are given you in Jesus’ 
name. Ask — and you shall receive! 

Dear Lord Jesus, thanks and praise eternally with the Father and the Holy Spirit for 
the greatest and most precious promises! We pray You, heavenly Father, give us grace to 
believe and to pray in faith, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Blest those who trust in Jesus’ grace 
And rush the Father to embrace! 
For He receives by grace so kind 
All those whom Jesus’ love did find.  



As children to their father dear 
Gladly for precious gifts draw near, 
They cry in hunger and in pain 
Until they bread and comfort gain. 



Entrust yourself to God’s good care; 
He is your Helper true and fair; 
But those who still would walk in sin; 
Their prayers to God are noisome din. 

All those who God’s true grace receive 
And in whose hearts does Jesus live 
Can pray with faith in Jesus’ name 
And blessed promised fruit reclaim. 

Laurenti: Vel den, der ved i Jesu Navn L 404:1-4 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Komm, Gott Schöpfer (ELH 10); 
alternate hymn: Lord, teach us how to pray aright ELH 382:1-3

217. Easter 6, Rogate – II 
Lord, teach me and I will keep Your Law and keep it with my whole heart. Amen. 

James 1:22–27 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if 
anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a 
mirror; for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he 
was. But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful 
hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. If anyone among you 
thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s 
religion is useless. Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit 
orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world. 

God’s Word is powerful to save your soul, but it must enter your heart, and this 
happens when you not only hear it, but do it. It is completely certain: desire and 
power to “do” must come from the Word itself, — hearing should always go before. 

But when you “hear,” you thereby receive the ability to “do,” and then it is up to you to do it. 
If you obey the Word then as far as you can by grace, then it works in you knowledge of sin, 
faith, regeneration, and sanctification. But if you neglect the obedience, then you become 
simply a forgetful hearer and neither learn to know yourself or God, nor come to freedom or 
peace, but remain in sin and deceive yourself. You have an impression of the truth, but it 
disappears again. Therefore obey God’s Word. Live it, follow it, do it — for Jesus’ sake! You 
understand, of course, that we are not talking about just an outward “doing,” but about the 
heart’s obedience to God’s Word. Conduct yourselves inwardly and outwardly in desire and 
in deed according to God’s Word. You can surely do it, for the Word will never lead you 
wrong. The Lord shall thereby give you wisdom which is worth having. You shall learn to 
know yourself, your sin and need, and you shall find the cure for it in the Gospel. You shall 
be able to look into the “perfect law of liberty,” into the eternal sure counsel of God’s grace, 
that whoever believes shall be saved. This law of the Spirit which gives life in Christ Jesus 
shall free you from the law of sin and death [Rom 8:2]. The life of love gives you freedom and 
makes you blessed in your work — not blessed because of your work, but blesses you in your 
work.  

Our text closes with a two-part lesson: 1) You who live life in God, guard your tongue, 
and never speak evil words! Isn’t it a devilish trick that even the child of God is slow to 
guard his tongue, although this is of greatest importance? 2) You doers of God’s Word, don’t 
forget that He wants you to serve Him by serving His own poor forsaken and suffering 
children, widows and the fatherless. It is good that you worship God and edify yourselves by 
hearing His Word. But — read the last verse of our Epistle again in connection with the 
first.  

Lord, You work in us both to will and to do according to Your good pleasure. Prompt us 
to do what You say. Let it be our endeavor to live according to Your Word and always to do 



what pleases You. Give us love in our heart, and let holiness adorn us in our every word 
and deed. Amen. 

Continue in God’s good command, 
In works of love e’er growing, 
Send forth God’s peace throughout the land, 
Your joyous faith forth-showing.  

Repent your sin, and fear your God, 
Your tongue from ill restraining, 
And lift your voice in hymns aloud, 
His name due honor gaining. 

Endure till ev’ry trial and pain 
To comfort is relenting; 
Let not the world dominion gain, 
Your life of love preventing. 

Kingo: Min Sjæl om du vil nogen tid L 408:6-8 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Jeg ved et evigt Himmerig (LHy 523); 
alternate hymn: Come, my soul ELH 381:4.6

218. Easter 6, Rogate – Monday 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my 

strength and my redeemer. Amen. [Psa 19:14] 

Matthew 6:5–8 “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to 
pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by 
men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But you, when you pray, go into your 
room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. But when you pray, do not use vain 
repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words. 
Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you 
ask Him.” 

Prayer is the matter of the heart. Only the heart can pray. Prayer that does not come 
from the heart is no prayer. Should empty words be prayer to the Lord? In this Bible 
text Jesus teaches us two things: 1) When you pray, then present yourself before God, 

and deal only with Him! Let your thoughts and feelings be gathered before Him. Let 
nothing of the world occupy your thoughts, not the beams in the ceiling or the stars in the 
sky or your daily business or your earthly joys and sorrows, unless you are speaking about 
them with the Lord. Don’t think about the people around you, and those who see you. But 
you should be one with God, whether you are alone or in the midst of a congregation. The 
Pharisees prayed in order to be regarded as pious. You are guilty of the same hypocrisy if 
you want people to see you praying diligently and want them to praise your fervent and 
eloquent prayer. — But then do saints never have any strange thoughts during prayer? 
Yes, of course, almost always, but it troubles and humbles them, and inwardly they yearn 
for grace to pray with devotion.  

2) Do not think about what words to pray with, and do not think you can move God just 
like human beings, with your manner of speaking. Speak from your heart, whether it be 
few or many words, whether it often repeats the same thoughts, because it is so full of them 
that it cannot do otherwise, just like David and Hannah, or it can only present a short sigh, 
like the tax-collector. I have heard long prayers which were so completely heartfelt that 
there did not seem to be any superfluous words, and I have heard prayers of sighing which 
laid the whole case before God in few words. But I have also heard long empty prayers, 



from people who rambled on and from people who made up for their lack of words by filling 
the prayer with a vain repetition of God’s name. The Lord does not forbid us to use many 
words in prayer, but “superfluous” words He does forbid. And He forbids the idea that many 
words should move God. “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit 
and truth” [John 4:24]. How detestable is a spiritless, empty, external prayer! But how 
excellent a true prayer is, how powerful to find its way into God’s heart, and how blessed 
and lively for those who pray! “The best of all the hours we spend While here on earth 
above the sod Are those in which our way we wend In earnest prayer to meet our God.”  1

The Lord wants to teach us this and He will. 
O God, grant us the Spirit of grace and prayer! Forgive us all our sin committed while 

praying to You. Let Your Spirit work in us inexpressible sighing. We despair of ourselves 
before Your face, holy God. Have mercy on us. Let us nevermore offer empty words to You, 
but always pray in spirit and in truth. Amen. 

So pray not only with your words, 
And doubt not that your prayer is heard, 
But from your heart true faith do give 
And what you ask you shall receive.  

Sweet Jesus, help me persevere 
And to Your Father to draw near, 
That I receive eternally, 
My Jesus, what is best for me. 

German: Vel den, der ved i Jesu Navn L 404:5-6 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Komm, Gott Schöpfer (ELH 10); 
alternate hymn: Come, my soul ELH 381:1.3

219. Easter 6, Rogate – Tuesday 
Lord, open our eyes to see what You have given us in Your Word. Amen. 

John 15:7–11 “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, 
and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you 
will be My disciples. As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. If you 
keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s 
commandments and abide in His love. These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may 
remain in you, and that your joy may be full.” 

The Lord says in John 16:23: “Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the 
Father in My name He will give you.” And here He says: “If you abide in Me, and My 
words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.” These 

passages teach us that prayer in Jesus’ name is prayer in His fellowship. Whoever is and 
remains in the Lord, whoever lives in His love, for His kingdom, can pray in Jesus’ name, 
just like the Apostle Paul, who says: “I live, yet it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in 
me.” This is an overwhelmingly great mercy and gives the soul the most noble peace. We 
then share in Christ’s work for man’s salvation and the advancement of the kingdom in 
glory, and we taste His own, the heavenly joy of love in the conversion of the sinner. Yet no 
one should think that this is given only to a few exceptional people. The Lord did not speak 
these words just for His apostles, but for all of us who believe in Him. All believers are 
branches of the Vine. The life of all believers is Christ’s Spirit and love. But we let the devil 
deceive us because of the weakness of our flesh and the tribulations of the world, so that we 
do not see what God has given us in His Son. You who believe truly have Christ’s Spirit and 

 This poem is taken from Strømme’s translation.1



love. You want what He wants, you desire that His kingdom come, you are in Him and have 
His Word in you. You can pray in Jesus’ name and live in the Lord’s joy until it becomes 
perfect in you. But you are like someone who has the key to an immensely rich treasure 
chest, but does not believe that it unlocks it. Or you can be compared to someone who 
inherited a large and secure promissory note at the richest house in the world, but left it 
unused, and died from poverty, because he didn’t believe the claim was worth anything. It 
is the devil’s lie when you think you cannot pray in Jesus’ name. Consider the Word of the 
Lord in our text and last Sunday’s Gospel in connection with the Lord’s Prayer. Keep it in 
your heart. It is completely yours since your Baptism, and the Spirit in it shall give you 
faith and strengthen your faith. 

Lord Jesus, give us the light and power of Your Holy Spirit, so that we can pray in Your 
name and taste Your joy. Lead us to Your death, to Your cross, so that our pride and 
unbelief may die, and Your love rule in us. You have loved us just as the Father loved You! 
What a statement this is: “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you!” Indescribable 
grace, but still we do not believe! Help us to believe, and teach us to pray. Pour out Your 
love in our heart by Your Holy Spirit, that we may keep Your command and remain in Your 
love. Amen. 

“Abba, dear Father,” I am singing 
When You have tuned my straying heart; 
My sacrifice to God I’m bringing 
So dear to Him and ne’er forgot. 
In ev’ry Christian heart and mind,  
God’s holy Temple you will find.  

By You in Jesus’ name I dare this: 
To bring my prayer to God alone; 
My Father, give me what You promise: 
Send me Your dear beloved Son! 
And grant to me the highest good 
That Jesus earned with holy blood. 

Gersdorf: De Ord, som du mig lader høre L 403:5-6 tr. DeGarmeaux;  
tune: Wer nur den lieben Gott (ELH 205); alternate hymn: Lord God, who art my Father dear ELH 386

220. Easter 6, Rogate – Wednesday 
Lord, let the Spirit establish Your Word in our heart. Amen. 

1 John 5:13–15 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of 
God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in 
the name of the Son of God. Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask 
anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we 
ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 

Saint John would encourage us to believe and to pray with trusting heart. If our hope 
depended on our works, we could never be certain of our salvation. We always feel our 
imperfection and would have to be unsure of entering heaven. “Are you so faithful that 

God will receive you into grace? Do you worship God so well that He will overlook your 
faults?” We would always have to ask such questions. — But now the Spirit has made it 
clear to us that we deserve only eternal death, so that we cannot be saved by works. But in 
the same way He has taught us (praise God!) that we are saved by Jesus’ merit, saved only 
for Jesus’ sake. God’s Son has done the work and suffered death for us. His name is Jesus, 



and He has saved  us. We have received the Son and life, and everything is finished. We are 2

not deceived when we rely on Him. Or is His work also imperfect? Or His blood worth too 
little? Truly, He has fulfilled His office and He is a sure foundation to build upon forever. 
God wants us to know that we have eternal life, and to believe firmly and certainly in His 
Son’s name. — Dreadful lie, devilish unbelief, that rejects the truth and love itself! 

With heartfelt prayer we stretch forth the hand of faith to God’s gifts in Christ, and the 
Holy Spirit taught John to write this, so that we should pray in full certainty of faith. When 
our hearts desire enlightenment, faith, forgiveness of sins, love, purity, patience, 
gentleness, or when we pray for the advancement of the Church, the proclamation of the 
Word, and for the kingdom to come, or for daily bread and peace of mind, for victory in 
temptation and a blessed death, in short, whatever Jesus has said we should pray for, or 
God commands us to have; if we pray for anything according to His will, if the prayer is 
worked in our hearts by God Himself, if it is the Spirit of the Son in us who prays, then 
should we not receive it? God wants to give it to us and has worked in us that we want to 
have it. He has given us everything in His Son and now can offer it to us, since we have a 
heart to receive it: then will our prayer go unheard? “We have the petitions that we have 
asked of Him.” John is not dreaming when he says that we already have it. Never does a 
heartfelt prayer according to God’s will go unheard! O rely on God’s Word!  

Make our will one with Your will, gracious God. Mortify the desire of our flesh, and 
draw our hearts to You. Assure us of Your fatherly grace and the certainty of our 
inheritance, and help us to pray with childlike confidence in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

O hear Him very gently call: 
“Come, precious soul; I give you all 
That with My love for you I earned. 
The best for you I ever yearned; 
My cov’nant I have made with you, 
With godly pow’r I will help you. 

“I made you when your life began; 
Your soul and body I sustain. 
I will support your sighing breath, 
I am with you in life and death, 
I gladly give you all you need, 
When you with heartfelt faith do plead.” 

Phillippi: Giv dig, min kjære Sjæl, til Ro L 405:2-3 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Vater unser (ELH 383);  
alternate hymn: Rise, my soul, to watch and pray ELH 253:6

Prayer for Ascension 

O Lord Jesus Christ, eternal High Priest and King of all thrones, upon finishing on earth 
all that was written concerning You, You entered the heaven of glory in and according to 
Your exalted human nature, and sat down at the right hand of God on the throne of majesty. 
Still You are everywhere and Your kingdom reigns supreme. But we are still pilgrims in this 
valley of tears, in a world that lies in wickedness and which You overcame, as You said. 
Where now is the way that takes us safely through to You? How shall we find this way, O 
Lord, unless You by Your Spirit teach us and by Him lead us on this way and keep us on it? 

O Lord, this world passes away with its lust, and all its brightest glory is as transient as 
the day that was yesterday. Besides, our stay in this world lasts but a few days, and these 
pass by more rapidly than the water current. O lead us on the way to heaven, to Your glory, 

 The name Jesus (Yeshua in Hebrew) means “Savior” or “salvation.”2



where we shall be with You forever. Behold we die one by one and we pass away like a 
shadow. But we are prone to take it lightly. We each walk our own way, as seems right to us. 
Make our heart certain, that we walk on no other road than the one that leads to You and to 
Your imperishable glory. 

O Lord, You are seated at the right hand of majesty in heaven, to save us forever and to 
make us happy in Your kingdom. Be mindful of this even when we are not mindful of 
ourselves. Save us powerfully by Your might, and give us heavenly bliss, not for our sakes, 
but for Your own sake. For the kingdom we are to inherit is Yours. Yours is the power to lead 
us into it. And Yours shall forever be all honor and glory, when we, Your redeemed, shall be 
happy in Your kingdom. Amen. Hear us, for the sake of Your eternal love and mercy. Amen.  

221. Ascension – I 
You have ascended on high, You have led captivity captive;  

You have received gifts among men, Even among the rebellious,  
That the LORD God might dwell there. [Psa 68:18] 

Mark 16:14–20 Afterward He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He 
rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had 
seen Him after He had risen. And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not 
believe will be condemned. And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they 
will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if 
they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, 
and they will recover.” So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into 
heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. And they went out and preached everywhere, 
the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. 
Amen. 

“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” “This is a majestic 
word: He commands these poor beggars to go into all the principalities and 
kingdoms of the world and open their mouth freely and confidently to every 

creature, so that all people can hear this preaching. This is such a strong and mighty 
command that never before has one like it gone out in the world. — But the word ‘Gospel’ 
means nothing other than ‘good news,’ a message that proclaims something one is glad to 
hear.” “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be 
condemned.” “That is indeed a dear and comforting preaching and can rightly be called 
‘Gospel.’ For here with one word you hear heaven opened, hell closed, the sentence of God’s 
wrath cancelled, sin and death buried, but life and truth laid in the lap of the whole world, 
if only they will believe it. If only we could learn these words rightly: ‘believe’ and ‘be 
saved’! They are just a few letters, but in them is a power the world cannot comprehend. 
Such an inexpressible grace and treasure is given to us by this preaching, without any 
merit of ours, since we have done nothing at all to get it, no, not one bit of it. If only the 
world believed it, they would run in great numbers to praise and thank God because they 
have lived to see the day when they could hear a Christian sermon.  

“We all still lack much in our faith. For this grace and treasure is so overwhelmingly 
great. The human heart must tremble and worry when it considers that the high, eternal 
Majesty opens His heaven so wide and lets such grace and mercy stream over my sins and 
troubles and those of the whole world, and that this glorious treasure is given in and with 
the Word alone.” So we are always inclined to blend our own works in with justification, 
thus continually hindering faith. “If I believe, then I must not mix in my own works, or try 
to come before God with my own merit. For these two things can never be reconciled: to 
believe God’s grace for Christ’s sake apart from merit, and at the same time to think that 
we are justified also by our own works. If we could merit salvation ourselves, then we would 



not need Christ. But the world regards this teaching and faith so little because they are so 
confident and secure in sin and do not know what anguish and terror a troubled conscience 
can feel. But when death or other terror befalls them, then they find no escape, then they 
quickly fall into doubt and must learn that faith is something completely different than 
they had supposed, that it is not empty letters or idle talk and not a vain thought or idea, 
but a fearless courage which entrusts itself to Christ in the face of sin, death, and 
hell” (Luther). “He who believes and is baptized will be saved.” This is eternally certain and 
true, and it is powerful to kindle and strengthen faith in our heart which carries with it the 
gentle and strong power of divine grace. Praised be God for love’s sure and great plan for us 
lost sinners! “But he who does not believe will be condemned.” This is just as sure, because 
faith alone saves. You are so near to us, dear soul: you are baptized and have access to 
God’s grace and can believe. — Will you then in unbelief continue on to eternal 
condemnation! Perhaps you despise this! Then do not be deceived, it is said and remains 
true: “he who does not believe will be condemned.” Let none of us, by unbelief bring the 
judgment of God’s wrath upon us again! 

Lord Jesus, send witnesses out who can proclaim Your Gospel in evidence of the spirit 
and power, and let it create faith in hearts everywhere. Amen. 

O come and live within my heart 
That faith be stronger living; 
Your grace e’er more and more impart 
Abundant fruit e’er giving; 
Embrace me when my end I meet, 
The good of my sure faith so sweet, 
And all my worries vanish.  

O Jesus, my faith’s purest light— 
This truth grant that I’m learning— 
O keep it ever glowing bright 
With fervor ever burning! 
What You began, now do fulfill 
That in my death I’m faithful still; 
A blesséd end, O grant me! 

Denicke: O Jesu, Troens dyre Skat L 371:8-9 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Es ist gewisslich (ELH 25);  
alternate hymn: Draw us to Thee ELH 581

222. Ascension – II 
Lord Jesus, give us a childlike faith and show us Your glory. Amen. 

Acts 1:1–11 The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and 
teach. until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given 
commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, to whom He also presented Himself 
alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and 
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. And being assembled together with 
them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the 
Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but 
you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” Therefore, when they 
had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom 
to Israel?” And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father 
has put in His own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the end of the earth.” Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was 
taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly 



toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, who also 
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was 
taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.” 

When Christ took up His life again from death, His body was trans-figured, and so 
He walked on earth for 40 days. He was glorified, and was therefore invisible. But 
He could show Himself when He wanted, and could suddenly disappear before 

their eyes. But He was still on earth and had not yet received His ruling power over all 
things. He had taken two steps to the height of exaltation, but before He went further, He 
had to reveal Himself many times to the disciples, instruct them about God’s kingdom, and 
prepare them for the Spirit. Today He takes the next step. Now He assumes His dominion, 
receives all power in heaven and on earth to administer to us the salvation won and thereby 
to lead us to glory. Christ “is seated at the right hand of the Father.” This means that He 
possesses with the Father all power and glory. He who is God and Man in one Person and 
who died for the sins of the world reigns continually over all things. Daniel “was watching 
in the night visions, and behold, One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven! 
He came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him. Then to Him was 
given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should 
serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His 
kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed” (Daniel 7:13-14). Christ’s sitting at the 
Father’s right hand is His omnipresent omnipotence and dominion as the Savior of the 
world. — All the same, we must also affirm that God’s dwelling in heaven, exalted above all 
creation, is a real place, but in an eternal and heavenly sense, and not according to our 
earthly concepts about location.  

In His work as the ascended Savior He sends us the Spirit who establishes God’s 
kingdom among us and thereby gathers the Lord’s Church on earth. Not only the Eleven 
were to receive the Holy Spirit, but all who would believe by their word. He has not 
promised all of us gifts of miracles, for they are not necessary for salvation. But the light 
and power of the Spirit for faith and regeneration He has promised to everyone who will 
obey the truth [Rom 2:8; Gal 3:1; Gal 5:7; 1Pe 1:22]. — Then, when all these are gathered in, He 
shall come again, and then the kingdom of glory, which in a way the disciples longed for 
and asked about, shall break forth in its celestial splendor, more beautiful and more blessed 
than anyone can imagine. We also long for it. May the Lord come soon and perfect His 
kingdom! But let us meanwhile believe without seeing and patiently go the way of the cross 
under the blessed protection of our exalted Lord.  

Do you know the Spirit’s regenerating power in your heart? Are your eyes directed 
upward where the Bridegroom of the soul lives, and are you waiting for His return with 
longing?  

Draw us to Yourself, Lord Jesus. Take our heart and fill it with Your love. We pray You 
fervently, give us Your Holy Spirit and let us stand in the multitude of Your witnesses. 
Amen. 



Praise to the Head exalted 
Who sits at God’s right hand today 
Adored by voice exultant 
By all in heav’n both night and day! 
For Christ is throned in splendor 
Who shares our flesh and blood,  
We now rejoice in wonder 
And nevermore are sad; 
The King of kings forever 
Is Christ, our Brother dear; 
With Him we’ll reign forever 
And crowns of glory wear. 
All now with praise do magnify 
The Lord of greatest, highest pow’r, 
Who did ascend to heaven high 
His flock to tend at ev’ry hour! 
Bow down, the worth declaring, 
His goodness wondrous, grand; 
For us He is preparing 
A place in heaven’s land! 
O then what joy exceeding, 
Lord Jesus, You to see; 
Our life to heav’n is leading, 
O when, Lord, shall it be? 

Rist: Slaar sammen alle Hænder L 413:4-5 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Nun lob, mein Seel (ELH 456 or LHy 7);  
alternate hymn: Hail the day that sees Him rise ELH 388:1-2

223. Ascension – Friday 
Lord Jesus, bless us! Bless even us! Amen. 

Luke 24:50–52. Acts 1:13–14 And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His 
hands and blessed them. Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted 
from them and carried up into heaven. And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy. … And when they had entered, they went up into the upper room where they 
were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and 
Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of James. 
These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. 

B lessing His disciples before He ascends. That’s how He is seated at God’s right hand. 
That’s how the disciples should continually see Him with thoughts of faith. That’s 
how He should be also before our eyes. Then we have the right picture of Him in our 

soul, for His hands are lifted up day and night, blessing the Church. What would He do on 
His throne of glory other than bless His people? Interceding and defending, He lifts His 
hands over us and imparts to us His Holy Spirit. Already the patriarchs’ priestly blessing 
had a great power upon their children. Noah’s words of blessings brought success to Shem 
and Japheth, but his curse brought misfortune on Ham. Old blind Isaac could bless Jacob 
specially as lord over his brother, and Jacob’s blessing could establish Judah as the one 
praised among the brothers. Think then what our Lord Jesus’ blessing over the Church can 
do! Through the Spirit, whom He sends from the Father in Word and Sacraments, He 
imparts to us heavenly gifts: life from His own life, light of a heavenly kind, power stronger 
than death, and peace that passes all understanding. For the Lord’s blessing is not an 
empty speech or a meaningless gesture, but when He lifts up His hands in blessing, they 
are full of life, full of creating and sustaining powers that penetrate deep into the hearts of 
those He blesses.  



The fellowship of prayer in Jerusalem is already a gift of the Lord’s blessing. They all 
prayed together with one accord, and they continued without ceasing until the gift of 
Pentecost came. Let us do the same! O we are in such need of Pentecost fire, the baptism of 
the Spirit! But we can receive it. Here we are a band of disciples over whom the Lord holds 
His blessing hands. We also feel heartfelt need to receive more of the Holy Spirit’s power. 
“Come, Holy Spirit, power divine, And fill this hungry heart of mine; Thou seest how in 
tears I stand, And ask a blessing of Thy hand. In every need my comfort be; Refresh my 
soul, and strengthen me.”  Shouldn’t the Lord then send Him to us? But let us pray 3

unanimously and hold fast by His promise of the Holy Spirit. Let us not desire anything 
else but what He promises. And let us keep on praying, until we receive. Let these ten days 
before Pentecost be a time of mutual prayer throughout the whole Church! 

Open our eyes of faith, Lord Jesus, so that we may see You, as You are in glory, that 
You bless us with Your once nail-pierced hands. Grant us grace to pray unanimously and 
unceasingly, and give us the gift of Pentecost. O give us the gift of Pentecost, that we may 
receive Your love and gladly confess Your name. Amen. 

Witnesses of Christ, down bending, 
Kneel His blessing to receive! 
See Him into heav’n ascending, 
Conqu’ring Lord whom you believe! 
Now arise and then go forth, 
Spread the seed of holy worth! 
Seedtime soon is past and over 
When His harvest He shall gather.  

From your sight the cloud now hides Him, 
Darkness covers soon the day; 
Jesus’ friends in watch are biding 
All together now they pray! 
Now they see and understand 
They shall see their Lord again; 
Hope awaits that day with longing, 
When we into heav’n are thronging. 

Jesus, Lord enthroned forever 
At Your Father God’s right hand, 
Sinners’ Savior and Deliv’rer, 
Your good Spirit do now send! 
Kindle zeal and speak Your Word 
Now throughout the whole wide world; 
Gather in from ev’ry nation 
Ev’ry faithful generation. 

Landstad: Knæler, Kristi Vidneskare L 587 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Freu dich sehr (ELH 593);  
alternate hymn: Hail the day that sees Him rise ELH 388:3-4

224. Ascension – Saturday 
Lord Jesus, give us Your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Psalm 110 The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your 
footstool.” The LORD shall send the rod of Your strength out of Zion. Rule in the midst of 
Your enemies! Your people shall be volunteers In the day of Your power; In the beauties of 
holiness, from the womb of the morning, You have the dew of Your youth. The LORD has 

 Kingo: Klar op, mit Hjerte, Sjæl, og Sind L 428:5 tr. P. Strømme.3



sworn And will not relent, “You are a priest forever According to the order of Melchizedek.” 
The Lord is at Your right hand; He shall execute kings in the day of His wrath. He shall 
judge among the nations, He shall fill the places with dead bodies, He shall execute the 
heads of many countries. He shall drink of the brook by the wayside; Therefore He shall lift 
up the head. 

“Sit at My right hand,” that is: Rule in My power over all things in heaven and on 
earth. “The LORD has established His throne in heaven, And His kingdom rules 
over all” [Psa 103:19]. “This: ‘Sit at My right hand’ is infinitely rich in comfort for the 

Lord’s Church for all time. Whoever can grasp and keep just this one passage in his heart is 
lifted above all painful anguish, and it is the same whether the enemies are many or few, 
strong or weak. He can comfortably look on their raging and their fruitless efforts. He says 
with Johann Arndt : ‘I know One who sits at God’s right hand. He is strong enough against 4

all my enemies and all my misfortune’” (Hengstenberg ). — The LORD said to My Lord: “Sit 5

on Your throne, till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” It is said, and it remains. All His 
enemies shall be laid either at His feet or under His feet. Believe it and you rule with Him, 
or don’t believe it, but it’s still true. — “The LORD shall send the rod of Your strength out of 
Zion,” the Psalmist says to the Messiah: “Rule in the midst of Your enemies!” Yes, we see 
the enemies, we hear the roar of the unbelievers, but who sees the throne of His 
omnipotence in the midst of this? Be calm! “The cause of truth triumphs only through 
defeat.” Above the Crucified One is written: “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews,” and 
it remains though the chief priests rage. He ruled in the midst of His enemies without their 
knowing it. That’s how He still rules. The enemies will always mock Him in His members. 
Suffer we shall, and reign with Him. Enemies always around, it seems that they win, but 
He rules in the midst of them. Their noise only shows us His victorious, ruling presence, 
just as the sea’s violent spray surges against an immovable rock.  

And He does not lack people when He needs them. Here in the psalm they are compared 
with morning dew. Early in the morning you see only dewy teardrops on the ground. Now 
that the day has come, thousands and millions of “pearls” lie in the grass, gentle, pure, 
iridescent, sparkling in the sunlight. They are like magic, they were prepared and were 
there before we knew it. So it is with the Lord’s people. In countless numbers they are there 
at the right time, pure and beautiful, fresh and shining in the sunlight: in the Lord’s grace. 
Of themselves they are nothing. He is their all. Where is the beauty of the dew without the 
sun? They are willing, happy, cheerful, ever young, even in their old age. For He is not only 
King, but also Priest according to God’s eternal oath, always interceding for us and dressing 
us in holy dress. — Are you in this multitude, that is formed in the humble days of the 
Church to stand glorious with Him on the day of His power? Is Christ the King of your 
heart? Is His merit your glorious dress and His strength your armor? Woe to everyone who 
stands against Him! He crushes kings on the day of His wrath, the great and proud spirits 
who make war against His kingdom. He fills the land with dead bodies, — pray that it not 
happen to our people! There are already many bodies and very poisonous deadly spirits. 
Take your stand. To which side do you belong? 

Lord Jesus, rule in our hearts. Help us to believe in Your power and grace. Clothe us 
with Your purity, and arm us with Your righteousness. Let Your power be our strength, 

 Johann Arndt (1555-1621) was a Lutheran pastor who wrote devotional works (such as True Christianity), which became popular among the 4

pietists.

 Ernst Wilhelm Hengstenberg (1802-69), a German Lutheran professor of theology at Leipzig, was part of the Confessional revival. His 5

influence was brought to Norway by his students Gisle Johnson and Paul Caspari who later taught theology at the University of Christiania 
(Oslo). Johnson and Caspari trained many Lutheran pastors who came to America to serve the Norwegian immigrants.



Your merit our comfort, Your love our life, so that we willingly serve You and bravely strive 
with You. Amen.  

He rules on high, His throne shall never  
Like earthly empires pass away,  
His kingdom stands and grows forever,  
Till all creation owns His sway.  
The world may seek and love its own:  
I love my Jesus, Him alone.  

His pow’r, against all foes prevailing, 
Shall in its strength forever stay; 
His throne, in glory never failing, 
Shall stand when time has passed away. 
Let others love whate’er they will, 
My heart prefers my Savior still. 

Scheffler/Brorson: Begone! vain world L 415:5-6 LHy 445:4 tr. C. Døving and Supplement to German Psalmody; tune: Wer weiß wie nahe (ELH 
111); alternate hymn: All hail the power ELH 49:4-5


