
208. Easter 5, Cantate – I 
Come, heavenly Comforter, and explain Jesus’ Word for us. Amen. 

John 16:5–15 “But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are 
You going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 
Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go 
away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. And when He 
has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, 
because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see 
Me no more; of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. I still have many things 
to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has 
come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but 
whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for 
He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine. 
Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.” 

Don’t be troubled that Christ has gone to the Father, so that we do not see Him. Be 
happy about it. For by His passing through death and by His resurrection He has 
taken away our sin, won for us a valid righteousness, and overcome the devil. And 

from His seat at the Father’s right hand He sends the Holy Spirit who guides us into all 
truth and convicts the world of sin and righteousness and judgment. — In these last words 
the way of life is shown. The Helper convicts the world of sin, because they do not believe in 
Jesus. The Savior has indeed taken on Himself all the sin of the world, and yet this one sin 
remains: not believing in Him, the sin that condemns. Unbelief is the sin that brings all 
other sins back to the sinner again. When people do not believe in Jesus, they reject the 
only thing that takes away sin: God’s Son and His merit. To show us this, to bruise our 
hearts and humble them in repentance, that is the work of the Spirit. No one knows the sin 
of unbelief except by His enlightenment. — Next He convicts the world of righteousness. 
But righteousness consists in this, that Jesus has gone to the Father, and we see Him no 
more. Jesus’ obedience, suffering, death, and resurrection, this and nothing else is the 
righteousness which avails before God. Not what the Spirit is working in us, but what 
Christ has done for us; not what we can see and feel, but the unseen departure of the Savior 
is the righteousness of the saints. We note two things here. First, no human work, but 
Christ alone, is our righteousness before God. And secondly, this righteousness should be 
believed apart from reason and feelings, even contrary to all feelings. When we feel only sin 
and wretchedness, then the Spirit convinces us that we stand righteous before God, in Him 
who now is at the right hand of the Father and makes intercession for us. — Finally He 
convicts the world of judgment, namely that the prince of this world is judged. The devil is 
lying when he says to our conscience that because of sin he still has right and power over 
us, for he is judged and has lost this right and power. But whoever still serves the devil is 
judged with him. Whoever chooses him as lord stands under judgment along with him.  

This convicting power the Comforter began at Pentecost and continues it until the end 
of time. He has convicted me with the power of His truth and constrained me with the 
precious persuasion of love to agree with Him. The world rejected both sin and 
righteousness, but God’s Word chastened me and bowed me to daily confession of sin and 
faith. I needed to be silent before Him and deliver myself. And the Helper’s chastening, 
victorious power over my soul by Jesus’ Gospel is my blessed freedom from the Law and the 
servitude of the flesh, so that I continually ask Him to keep all my thoughts and my whole 
soul captive to Christ’s obedience. 



Yes, good Holy Spirit, speak unceasingly to me and in me! Show me the awful sin of 
unbelief, and show me the perfect righteousness of grace, and make me courageous in the 
struggle of the cross against the condemned prince of the world. Amen. 

When unbelief my soul doth bind 
And my own pride makes me so blind, 
Then Jesus shows I’m justified 
Within His wounds and piercéd side.  

He comforts me; for Satan’s pow’r 
In Jesus’ death has its last hour; 
Though he may strike me in the heel, 
My soul he can no longer steal. 



Thy Jesus hath thee dearly bought, 
A robe of righteousness He brought; 
Thee Satan can no more deride, 
For thou art Jesus’ precious bride. 

Kingo: O Jesu gaar du da din Vey L 396:7.8.10 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Herrnhut (ELH 432);  
alternate hymn: Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord ELH 2

209. Easter 5, Cantate – II 
Lord, instruct me and I will keep Your Law and guard it with my whole heart. Amen. 

James 1:17–21 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from 
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. Of His own will 
He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His 
creatures. Therefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow 
to wrath; for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God. Therefore lay 
aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted 
word, which is able to save your souls. 

No evil comes from the Lord our God. All that is from above is good, perfect, fair, and 
pure. Just as all that God did at Creation was very good, so everything that He still 
does is always only good. For the Father of lights does not change. Because of sin, 

day and night, light and darkness changed in creation. The sun rises and sets, but God’s 
face is unchanged over us and He sends us pure light. Whether it shall be for our salvation 
or judgment depends on how we receive it. He has given us all His only-begotten Son who 
Himself is the light and the life, and with Him He has given us every good thing. Among 
these glorious gifts in Christ, the Word and the grace of regeneration are the highest, for by 
them the soul is led out of the kingdom of darkness into communion with Christ and is 
made alive from the dead. It was according to His perfect free well-pleasing decision, which 
He Himself prepared for us in Christ, that He begot us anew with the Word of truth. We did 
not choose Him, but He chose us. He put the Word in our soul, led us to grace and made us 
His children and created new life in us. The congregation of regenerated children of God is 
for Him a firstfruit of all His work. It is dear to Him above all else and precious above all 
creatures visible and invisible. Just as the reaper rejoices in the year’s firstfruits more than 
in the later harvest, so God is glad in His Son’s Bride more than in other creatures. For 
what the Holy Spirit by the Word accomplishes in the believers’ hearts is God’s most 
glorious and most wonderful work.  

But as the Word is the Spirit’s means to this most beautiful miracle: the regeneration of 
men’s hearts, so it is also the Spirit’s means to preserve and increase this life as well. 
Therefore, let us hear it with willing heart and keep it faithfully in our heart! O let each of 
us be truly eager to hear God’s Word! Let no one be slow or late in listening when the Lord 
speaks and let each one guard himself from all that can interfere with the power of God’s 
Word in him! Otherwise we prevent the Spirit from distributing to us God’s good and 
perfect gifts and we miss some of the rays of grace, which we need so much, especially in 
this cold age. Anger disturbs the mind so that the Word cannot shine there. All filthiness 
and abundance of wickedness puts a grey cloud over the soul and hinders the Lord’s 
countenance in the Word from sending in its beams. But Christians who watch themselves, 
who patiently suffer temptation and meekly go their way, can receive and keep the Word so 
that it can fulfill the good work begun in them. Then the end shall be the soul’s eternal 
salvation and eternal thanksgiving at home with the Father of lights.  

Lord, make us eager to hear Your Word. Let us be its willing doers, and give us thereby 
continually more light and life in the soul, until we see You face to face. Amen. 



He by His Spirit and His Word 
To us new life has given; 
New plantings with His grace conferred 
As firstfruits we’re arisen 
With faith’s pure fruit 
Our lives forth shoot, 
Adorned with love’s meek power, 
Refreshment sweet He doth us mete 
And grace on us doth shower. 

Grant us therefore with zealous mind 
And heartfelt pure devotion 
To hear God’s Word which we do find 
Can grant us true salvation! 
Grant also this:  
True thoughtfulness 
When Thy Word contemplating, 
Lest we discuss God’s holiness 
With loose lips vainly prating. 

Kingo: Fra Himmelen hid til os ned L 401:2-3 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Mit Haab og Trøst (LHy 428);  
alternate hymn: How blest are they ELH 586:2

210. Easter 5, Cantate – Monday 
Lord Jesus, grant us grace to hear Your most holy words with Your Father  

in which You pray for us. Amen. 

John 17:11–19 “Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to 
You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may 
be one as We are. While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those 
whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled. But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, 
that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them Your word; and the 
world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I do 
not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from 
the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them by Your 
truth. Your word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the 
world. And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth.” 

The Father is holy. He is high above all creation, and none of the fallen world’s 
impurity is found in Him. The Son is one with the Father and likewise holy, just as 
the Third Person in the Deity, the Holy Spirit. Whatever is to have communion with 

God must be holy. Without holiness no one can receive God’s joy. Therefore the believers 
must be distinguished from the world, be sanctified to the Lord, be cleansed by the Spirit, 
and be kept unspotted in Jesus’ purity. For this to happen, Jesus sanctified Himself for us, 
that is, gave Himself as the sacrificial Lamb for our sins. To sanctify something to God the 
Lord is to set it completely apart, to deliver it and consecrate it as an offering for Him, like 
the priests and like the sacrifices in the Old Testament (Exodus 29, Leviticus 22). Jesus 
sanctified Himself for us, delivered Himself completely and totally to God as an offering and 
as priest for us. He delivered Himself into death for us, so His whole life and death, all His 
holy will and obedience and work and suffering is our own. He has willingly delivered 
Himself to death in our place. “Here is how we become holy: He sanctifies Himself for us. 
This is a beautiful word, rich beyond measure, — and now briefly the sum is this, that 
Christ is our priest and went forth for us Himself that He might offer Himself on the cross 
to God the Father, and that by such an offering we become reconciled with God and are 



saved. This is our chief article and the source of all comfort and treasure we Christians 
know.” Thereby also those who are one with Him are holy, so that they no longer belong to 
the world, but are separated from its sin and consecrated as kings and priests before God.  

What a completely different separation from sin and the world than the external 
separation of Pharisaic self-righteousness, while the heart is full of egotism and worldly 
things! Jesus does not take His own out of the world before the time set by the Father, but 
He takes their hearts to Himself and sends them out into the world to testify about Him 
and to sanctify themselves for the spreading of His kingdom. He prays the Father that the 
Word of truth which contains and brings His self-sacrificing love, the power of His life and 
death, must permeate them and fill their whole soul, so that they are sanctified in it, 
willingly give themselves to God as a whole offering and die to all sin. And as He prays, so 
it is in fact with Jesus’ believers.  

Blessed are those who because of the Word and faith are one with the holy God! Blessed, 
when the world hates them and excludes them from itself, blessed in suffering, blessed in 
death! — Heavenly Father, let us be found among those whom Your Son received from You! 
Let us not reject Your grace by love of sinning, so that we fall into destruction. Holy Father, 
sanctify us by the Word in Jesus’ fellowship to Your service. Lead us right into His 
suffering and resurrection, so that our whole life, our will and desire and everything in us 
may be given to You. Draw our heart to Yourself, so that we even hate the filthy garment of 
the flesh and do not tolerate any sin in ourselves. We pray You fervently in Jesus’ name: 
Holy Father, sanctify us in Your truth; Your Word is truth. Amen. 

I will not let Thee go— 
From Jesus I part never 
We’re bound together so 
With chains of love forever; 
No closer bond can be 
Than ’twixt my Lord and me; 
One day He leadeth me 
To heav’n eternally.  

I will not let Thee go— 
His love is all my keeping; 
Jesus is all I know, 
Awake and when I’m sleeping. 
He is my one sure goal; 
No other way I know 
To save my weary soul— 
I will not let Thee go! 

German: Jeg slipper Jesum ei L 370:6-7 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Nun danket alle Gott (ELH 63);  
alternate hymn: Come, O come, Thou quick’ning Spirit ELH 438:7

211. Easter 5, Cantate – Tuesday 
Lord Jesus, today let us again hear You pray for us. Amen. 

John 17:20–26 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me 
through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that 
they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. And the glory 
which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: I in them, 
and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You 
have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me. Father, I desire that they also 
whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You 
have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father! The 



world has not known You, but I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me. 
And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You 
loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” 

This text is so beautiful and every word so valuable that we ought to treasure it in our 
innermost heart and rejoice in it as in the richest treasure. Jesus prays also for us 
who now live and believe in Him, and we are one with His apostles and all the saints 

in the Father and the Son. The love with which the Father is in the Son and the Son in the 
Father is also in us so that we are in the Son and in the Father together with all who 
believe. What blessedness this is! “The glory which You gave Me I have given them.” Note it 
well: The glory the Father gave Him He has given to us. We lost God’s glory by falling into 
sin, but we have gotten it back now. It is true and certain, we have gotten it more glorious 
than before. For the glory  the Father gave the Son He has given to us. We have it all, 1

though we do not see it, but it is true since Jesus has said it.  
I think of this: To me, a poor worm and wretched sinner, Jesus has given the glory 

which the Father gave Him! Is it a dream? Jesus in us, as the Father in Him! Even though 
there is no evidence of this in myself, but only His Word, then the sun chases the dark 
thoughts of doubt out the door. Wasn’t Jesus Himself in His tender age unaware of His 
glory, but wasn’t He also then the Lord of glory? But now we all have begun to feel the 
divine glory in us. We know that Jesus loves us and we know that we love Him in return. 
We long for Him, rejoice in Him, sorrow over our sins against Him, serve Him, rely upon 
Him, live in Him. There is a holy life of love in us which is not of the flesh, but of God. We 
love the brethren and have mercy on our enemies. Isn’t this the image and glory of God in 
Christ Jesus? What else is it but love itself, of which John says: “God is love, and he who 
abides in love abides in God, and God in him” [1Jo 4:16]? Therefore Jesus also says here: 
“Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they 
may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of 
the world.” When we arrive where He has gone ahead of us, and we can look back on what 
we have now, then this glory shall be made perfect in us. Then we shall become like Him, 
and then we shall look into this mystery, which now can be reflected faintly in our brotherly 
love; into this depth: that the Father has loved us, just as He loved His only-begotten Son. 
Jesus’ own words even say this: “You have loved them as You have loved Me.” 

My God, what shall I say to this? I believe and worship and live by this love. But Lord 
Jesus, have mercy on me. How separated and divided Your people are now who should be 
one in You! Unite us in You, as many as believe in You. Let Your love bind and blend our 
hearts together. Let our whole life be love. We thirst and long for this. Lord Jesus, let the 
love with which the Father loves You be in us and You in us, Your poor, unworthy, dearly-
bought brethren! Amen. 

My heart expands so broad 
With pray’rs, thanksgiving, 
Which You, O dearest God, 
Are now receiving; 
I lay me in Your heart  
So full of mildness, 
There I am calm and still; 
Do with me what You will, 
Source of all kindness! 

 Laache here inserts the Greek word doxa (δοξα) which means “glory”, as in the word “doxology”, a hymn sung to God’s glory.1



And when the final call 
To me You’re sending, 
When darkest night shall fall, 
My life soon ending, 
Then let Your Spirit be  
Sweet comfort giving, 
That I in heav’n may be, 
Which Jesus won for me, 
Forever living! 

Landstad and unknown Danish: Med Bøn jeg Støv og Muld L 407:4-5 tr. DeGarmeaux;  
tune: Nu rinder Solen op (ELH 83); alternate hymn: For the beauty of the earth ELH 463

212. Easter 5, Cantate – Wednesday 
Lord, open our eyes to see what You have given us in Your Gospel. Amen. 

Romans 1:16–17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by 
faith.” 

Undoubtedly we are coming to a time when the multitude of the world and its wise 
men will oppress the Church and despise the Gospel as never before, so that 
confessing the faith will really bring shame. Then we will learn to understand 

Paul’s words in Romans 10: “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in 
your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart 
one believes to righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made to salvation.” Besides, 
it is always true, that we are prone to be ashamed of the Gospel because it destroys all our 
honor, and Christ with His kingdom is not at all glorious to the world, but a stumbling 
block to the Jews, and to the Greeks foolishness. See, then “God’s righteousness” becomes a 
serious matter for us. If we understand that it is a matter of eternal life or eternal death, 
and that only the Gospel can save our soul, then we overcome the shame and consider it an 
honor to be despised with Christ.  

For only the righteous can stand before the righteous God: how can we who are 
unrighteous get righteousness that avails before Him? The world says, “There’s no problem. 
If I do everything the best I can, He doesn’t require more. It’s foolish to worry about your 
sin, if you just try to do your best.” Then Paul and Peter are fools for being so zealous for 
others to be able to stand before God. Yes, what shall we say then about God’s own Son who 
suffered so much and died such a bitter death to create righteousness for us? There is 
something to what Paul once said that “the foolishness of God is wiser than men.”  

Righteousness which avails before God comes not from our works, but it is from faith. It 
is wholly and completely a righteousness of faith. It is nothing other than the perfect work 
of Jesus Christ which He accomplished by His obedience of faith and which becomes our 
own when we believe. It is not God’s demand on us, but God’s gift to us. Because in every 
respect it is from faith and is not found except where there is faith. It completely depends 
on faith and not on works. It belongs to the revelation of faith and not of the Law: So the 
Apostle calls it the “righteousness of God from faith.” Next, it is “to faith.” It is given “to 
faith,” to the believer by the light and teaching of the Gospel: the Word works faith in the 
heart, faith which accepts Christ with His righteousness by which one is justified and 
stands before God. Luther tells us that he had struggled for a long time to become 
righteous. He had fasted, prayed, and nearly killed himself to find peace, but in vain. Then 
God’s Spirit explained to his soul this passage: “The just shall live by faith,” and then he 
felt renewed and made alive. Then he understood that the righteousness that avails before 



God is given by grace in Christ and counted freely to all poor sinners who believe, so the one 
and only righteousness is “from faith to faith.” “Then I felt immediately that I was born 
anew and had found an open door to paradise, and now I considered the dear Holy 
Scriptures with completely different eyes than before. And while before I had actually hated 
the little term ‘God’s righteousness’, now it became my most glorious, dearest, and most 
comforting word, and this passage in St. Paul indeed became to me the real gate to 
paradise.” But Luther, who rightly enough is really the world’s greatest man since the days 
of the Apostles, of course, is just worthless to the wise people of our time! 

God, help us to know sin and righteousness, death and life. God, help us to believe in 
truth, so that we never are ashamed of the Gospel of Christ. Amen. 

Come, Holy Ghost, and witness bear  
That I with Christ new life shall share,  
And that I know no other name  
To save my soul from guilt and shame. 

O Counselor of truth and light,  
Teach me to know my Lord aright,  
That from the way of faith I may  
In sunless vales of death not stray.  

Kingo: The day of Pentecost is here L 421:3-4 tr. J. C. Aaberg in Hymns and Hymnwriters of Denmark, alt.;  
tune: Her kommer dine arme (ELH 144); alternate hymn: Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord ELH 2:3

213. Easter 5, Cantate – Thursday 
Lord, teach us the Word of Your righteousness. Amen. 

Philippians 3:7–11 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 
But indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may 
gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, 
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; that 
I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, 
being conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the 
dead. 

If you also know the Lord Jesus Christ and know that you indeed are justified by faith in 
Him, then learn more and more to treasure and value this most excellent knowledge. 
Many in our day would gladly sell it for a good price, even people who have begun to 

know it in truth. When an apostle of unbelief displays his doctrine of human reason, then 
many throw away Christ and the Gospel, faith and the righteousness of faith, the death and 
life of God’s Son, with all that can save them from sin and Satan, and instead they grasp 
the deceiver’s spiritless opinions of intelligence and virtue which end in hopelessness and 
despair. Paul placed an ever higher and higher value on grace in Christ, and could it be 
otherwise since he always delved deeper and deeper into communion with the Lord? A true 
scientist who studies God’s works in nature does not tire of rejoicing over his new 
discoveries in the continually new depths of God’s wisdom, but all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge are hidden in Christ. Whoever probes therein finds the deep fountains of 
life, the rich divine well of love and righteousness. And the glorious feature of this is that 
then we have found just what our heart needs: true peace and the treasure of eternal 
salvation. Shouldn’t Paul and we with him eagerly study these things into which even the 
angels desire to look [1Pe 1:12]? 

My own virtue from youth on is so absolutely worthless for righteousness and so paltry 
compared to Christ’s merit, which He gives me, all as if I myself had done it, that with Paul 



I regard all my own righteousness as filth and throw it away as putrid impurity. But what 
offense to reason and proud nature! The whole world rebels against such a statement. What 
is to be done then? My own righteousness is really rubbish, which I must throw away. My 
whole heart seeks to be found in Christ and to have the righteousness of faith. Paul could 
not do without Him. Only in the power of His resurrection do I live a life of love, only in 
communion with His suffering am I cleansed for the holy city. Jesus is my wisdom, my 
righteousness, my sanctification, and my redemption [1Co 1:30]. He it is, He alone; shall I say 
otherwise? I am completely unrighteous and miserable, but in Him I am righteous and 
blessed. Shall it not then be so? I live, yet not I, but Christ lives in me. I live to Him who 
loved me and gave Himself for me!  

Yes, praise to You, Lord Jesus, You gave me Your righteousness and received me into 
the fellowship of Your death and Your life. Let die in me everything that is not from You. 
Let live in me only Your righteousness and love! Sanctify me thereby completely in spirit 
and soul and body, and let me be found blameless on that day. Amen. 

Thy love, O gracious God and Lord,  
All other loves excelling,  
Attunes my heart to sweet accord,  
And passes power of telling;  
For when Thy wondrous love I see,  
My heart yields glad submission;  
I love Thee for Thy love to me  
In my poor, lost condition.  

It is no dream or thought obscure 
That in my heart now moves me; 
It is both very true and sure: 
The blood of Jesus clothes me. 
My doom, my death, my sin so grave— 
He suffered to remove them; 
To me His righteousness He gave; 
For this I ever love Him. 

Kingo: Thy love, O gracious God and Lord L 441:1.8 ELH 449:1 tr. G. A. T. Rygh and DeGarmeaux (st. 8); 
tune: Durch Adams Fall

214. Easter 5, Cantate – Friday 
Dear Lord, let Your Word create in our hearts a steadfast and living faith. Amen.  

Hebrews 5:5–10 So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but it was He 
who said to Him: “You are My Son, today I have begotten You.” As He also says in another 
place: “You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek;” who, in the days of 
His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and tears 
to Him who was able to save Him from death, and was heard because of His godly fear, 
though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. And having 
been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, called by God 
as High Priest “according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

Our salvation through Christ is rock-solid. God Himself appointed Him as our High 
Priest. His call is true and legitimate according to God’s eternal counsel and 
confirmed by God’s own oath. And it is Christ’s “glory” to become High Priest for us! 

Should God’s arrangement fail? Does our faith not rest on solid ground? Or should Christ 
not carry out His glory and fulfill His office? Is our salvation not a very important thing to 
God, since the Son, the Only-begotten, has His glory in being our High Priest? The basis for 



our salvation is so firm that the gates of hell cannot prevail against it. And our salvation 
itself, our redemption and glory, is so high that the devil cannot come near to touch it. So 
our High Priest has also rightly carried out His work and brought the sacrifice that was 
needed to atone for our sins. When He had taken on Himself to be the sacrificing Priest and 
the sacrificial Lamb at the same time, He had to carry it out completely for our sin. Not the 
smallest part was to be omitted although He is the Father’s only-begotten Son. He willingly 
submitted Himself to the great demand of strict justice and became obedient to the point of 
death, even the death of the cross. Never was disobedience found in Him, yet He learned 
through His suffering what it means to be obedient. He withstood the test of obedience, 
experienced the feelings of obedience, and received the reward of obedience: victory over 
death, and glorification. And now He is our High Priest at the Father’s right hand and by 
both His humiliation and His exaltation is author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him. 
For the sake of His perfect suffering and the sacrificial blood He shed, which He now 
presents to God for our benefit, we are justified and ever receive full forgiveness of sins. But 
to obey Him is above all to believe in Him. By the Spirit’s grace bow your heart in 
submission to this Word that God’s Son Himself is Your High Priest who saves you by His 
blood, so that you are duty-bound to Him. To this let us awaken and exhort one another. O 
that you would obey Him who for your sake was obedient to suffer all! He was obedient and 
willing to take the wrath. Are you not even obedient and willing to receive His grace? If it 
were an unsafe bridge we would lead you out on, then you could still refuse to go to heaven, 
but now it is built upon God’s eternally sure counsel and on the Son’s office and finished 
work.  

God, grant us the light and strength of Your Holy Spirit to believe. Bow our will and 
thoughts to sincere obedience of faith, so that we may build firm upon the solid rock of our 
salvation, on Your Son’s obedience in suffering unto death. Amen. 

O gracious God, Thy loving heart  
Was full of sweet compassion;  
And felt our woe and desperate smart,  
And planned our restoration;  
Thy grace and justice found a way  
To save us from death’s horror;  
And everlasting judgment stay,  
And give us joy for sorrow. 

On Christ, the rock, I’m anchored fast,  
By faith in Him remaining;  
I’ll weather every stormy blast,  
My peace of soul retaining;  
On Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,  
My ever firm foundation,  
Until the harbor bar is crossed,  
And I see God’s salvation. 

O Jesus, at my dying breath 
Hold Thou my hand securely, 
And may I in a living faith 
Hold fast to Thee most surely; 
That my last prayer to Thee may rise, 
My soul to Thee commending,  
And I shall find in Paradise  
The joys of life unending.  

Kingo: Thy love, O gracious God L 441:9-11 ELH 449:7-9 tr. G. A. T. Rygh; tune: Durch Adams Fall



215. Easter 5, Cantate – Saturday 
Psalm 51:10–19 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore 
to me the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me with Your generous Spirit. Then I will teach 
transgressors Your ways, And sinners shall be converted to You. Deliver me from 
bloodguiltiness, O God, The God of my salvation, And my tongue shall sing aloud of Your 
righteousness. O Lord, open my lips, And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. For You do 
not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in burnt offering. The sacrifices 
of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart—These, O God, You will not 
despise. Do good in Your good pleasure to Zion; Build the walls of Jerusalem. Then You shall 
be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, With burnt offering and whole burnt offering; 
Then they shall offer bulls on Your altar. 

Each believer is weak and sins daily, but sometimes he does worse and grieves God’s 
Spirit. Watch, dear Christians, and be on guard. Never take sin lightly, for it can 
become eternal death. But when you fall, then accept correction from God’s Spirit, 

feel your sin with regret, and go straight to Jesus with honest confession. That’s what God’s 
true children do. The heart suffers and groans and cannot be still, before it has gotten the 
Lord’s answer that sin is forgiven. Then the joy of His salvation comes again and with it a 
willing spirit, which is so necessary to keep faith and work sanctification. When the Spirit 
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, when our heart has 
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit, when we are certain of God’s good pleasure 
for us in Christ: then we love Him in return and serve Him with a willing spirit. Only then 
can we offer the Lord well-pleasing offerings and stand firm in grace.  

Whoever has tasted the joy of God’s salvation and daily sits at His table will also draw 
others to the Lord and offer his heart, his lips, and all that he has to the Lord’s service. 
When Andrew had found Jesus, he looked for his brother Simon, told him with joy and led 
him to the Lord (John 1:41-43). Whoever converts a sinner saves a soul from death and 
covers a multitude of sins (James 5:20). Promise your God that you will confess Him 
faithfully and offer Him holy fruit from your lips. But always remember that a heart that is 
meek, poor in spirit, bruised by sorrow over your own sins and sins of others, is the best 
sacrifice for Him. Without it He has no pleasure in our words or deeds, but with it they 
please Him. With a broken heart praying for Zion and Jerusalem, with a willing spirit 
lovingly sighing for God’s kingdom to come, our poor words and deeds are well-pleasing, 
rising to heaven as a sweet-smelling sacrifice before the Lord.  

We pray again: Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within 
me. Do not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me with Your generous Spirit. Keep me 
in meekness, and make me fervent in love, that I may be to You a well-pleasing offering, 
and consume myself in Your service. Amen. 

God gave His Word, the purest, 
Which shows us all our sin; 
The Spirit us secureth 
True knowledge to begin. 
How merciful and kind! 
Now Jesus we are knowing, 
Our hearts with joy are glowing,  
When we God’s love do find!  



This truth impress upon us, 
Into our hearts each day, 
That we embrace with fondness 
Your truth and holy way! 
O may Your precious voice 
Within our ears be sounding 
Our souls with joy be bounding; 
In You we shall rejoice! 

Werner: I Kristne som bekjende L 398:2-3 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Von Gott will ich nicht lassen (ELH 465); 
alternate hymn: Love divine, all love excelling ELH 407:1


