
250. Trinity 1 – I 
Lord, anoint our eyes to see what You show us. Amen. 

Luke 16:19–31 “There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and 
fared sumptuously every day. But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, 
who was laid at his gate, desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s 
table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. So it was that the beggar died, and was 
carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. And being 
in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bosom. Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that 
he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this 
flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good 
things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 
And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to 
pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’ Then he said, ‘I beg you 
therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, that 
he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’ Abraham said to him, 
‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’ And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; 
but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ But he said to him, ‘If they do not 
hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’” 

“It is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven” (Mat 19:23). Not that the 
rich man is condemned because he is rich, but rich people are so severely tempted to 
worldliness and unbelief. The rich man in our Gospel was unfortunate because he 

was unbelieving, worldly, and self-righteous. His life is summed up in few, but very 
significant words: “He was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every 
day.” Then we hear that “in his lifetime he received his good things,” that he did not 
acknowledge God’s Word as necessary for salvation and did not understand that faith is the 
way to life. If you strive for earthly things and think that salvation inevitably belongs to 
you and all decent people, then you are the rich man’s partner, whether you have much or 
little in the world.  

Poverty and sickness press hard, and no one is saved merely because he suffers here on 
earth. But these things can help us to hear God’s Word and turn our hearts away from the 
world. Lazarus was not saved as a reward for his suffering, but he inherited life, because he 
believed in the Lord. We learn this from the name “Lazarus” which means one who trusts in 
God, and, besides, we hear that he is at home in the bosom of Abraham—Abraham, “the 
father of believers”—and that he did not seek his goods in earthly life. You are no “Lazarus” 
and are not saved—even though you suffer ever so much on earth—unless you believe from 
the heart, suffer as a Christian, and have your treasure in heaven. But if you do this, your 
suffering is blessed and your tears are sown for a rich harvest. 

There are only two places then. The unconverted go to hell when they die and the 
believers to heaven. There is no middle place. The damned are doomed to everlasting pain, 
they never get out of there and never get any comfort for eternity. But the saved enjoy 
eternal salvation and no longer have to fear any danger from sin, death, or the devil. No one 
goes from heaven to hell or from hell to heaven or back to earth again. — The blessed are in 
good company, and that increases their joy. They know each other: Lazarus knows 
Abraham, and Abraham knows Lazarus. There all God’s friends find one another again. 
They also know what goes on here on earth: Abraham, who was dead long before the age of 
Moses and the prophets, knows their writings and their significance for the way of our 
salvation, and there is scarcely any doubt that the blessed surround us as witnesses to our 
struggle and our faithfulness.  



But terrible is the condition of the damned: they are “in torments in hell” and do not get 
even a drop to quench their thirst. They are without everything they want, but feel 
everything they suffer. They are bitter over their misfortune, but despair over their 
hopelessness and suffer so much worse in company with their brothers from earth, because 
the fire of wickedness in them thus burns stronger. — All this our Lord Jesus teaches us 
clearly in today’s Gospel to admonish and comfort us, and what He says is not exaggeration. 
How incredibly important it is then to use the time of grace well! O earnestly take it to 
heart and consider that wealth and honor without the fear of God are miserable, yes, 
terrible, but that the suffering of the saints is nothing compared to the glory which shall be 
revealed in them.  

Lord Jesus, waken us to seriousness concerning our souls, and teach us to work out our 
salvation with fear and trembling. Help the rich to do good and to gather for themselves 
treasures in heaven, and help the poor to suffer patiently like Lazarus. Lord, save us from 
unbelief, and give us a blessed end. Amen. 

Our restless spirits yearn for Thee, 
Where’er our changeful lot is cast; 
Glad that Thy gracious smile we see, 
Blest that our faith can hold Thee fast. 

O Jesus, ever with us stay, 
Make all our moments calm and bright; 
Chase the dark night of sin away, 
Shed o’er the world Thy holy light. 

Heerman (based on Clairvaux?): Tenk, Menneske, paa Enden vel L 455:10-11 ELH 318:4-5 tr. R. Palmer;  
tune: Jesu dulcis memoria 

251. Trinity 1 – II 
God, give us Your love in our heart. Amen. 

1 John 4:16–21 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, 
and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. Love has been perfected among us 
in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this 
world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. 
But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. We love Him because He first loved us. If 
someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his 
brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? And this 
commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also. 

God is love. Whoever lives in hatred and anger is far from God and is not saved. We 
must be converted and receive a new heart if we are to be happy. But how blessed 
are those who love God and the brethren! You have certainly felt the reflection of 

God’s love: natural love between us human beings. It is the noblest and best of all the 
world’s good things and rejoices the heart more than prestige and gold. How much more 
then, divine love itself will do this: tasting God’s own blessed, heavenly life in the heart!  

We were created because God loves us, and we were formed to receive this love within 
ourselves and to enjoy it in blessedness. We lost it when we fell away from God. But when 
the Spirit wakens us, our heart thirsts for it again, gladly absorbs it, and it thrills every 
fiber within us. God is love, and God’s kingdom on earth and in heaven is a kingdom of love. 
Those who do not love do not know God and do not belong to Him. But if you long for the 
holy God, and rejoice before Him, and you take no pleasure in anything on earth besides 
Him: then God is in you. He loved you first, and you love Him in return. Your joy in Him is 



His joy in you—and what is that but eternal life? Now are you scared of meeting Him on 
that day? Do you hide from Him, like Adam after the fall? No, He has given His Son as 
atonement for our sins, so they no longer stand between us and hinder our love. Or is there 
anyone now that you hate and must therefore want to be reconciled with before God? Love 
in Jesus has reconciled you with everyone. It has transformed your feelings about the whole 
world and given you eyes to see everything differently. As everything lives and moves and 
has its being in God, so also your heart is expanded so that there is room for all. O how 
great love is, how rich it is, how powerful it is! Whoever loves is lord over all things, free 
from all things, exalted over all things, and a servant of all. God is love, and he who abides 
in love abides in God, and God in him.  

God, give us this most glorious and most blessed thing of all. Give us love’s most noble, 
richest, most beautiful, purest life. Pour out Christ’s love in our heart by Your Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Our God is love and charity; 
In Him I am abiding. 
In Him I would forever be; 
In me He is providing 
True faith and trust;  
The trumpet’s voice 
No longer terrifies me; 
On judgment day He is my Stay, 
Who with His grace supplies me. 

I love my God sincere and free 
And nothing me does frighten; 
E’en sorrow now brings cheer to me 
Though worldly pressure heighten. 
Arise today,  
My soul, and pray 
That love within be burning 
For one and all, Both great and small 
And for their good be yearning. 

Kingo: Vor Gud er idel Kjærlighed L 458.1-2 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Mit Haab og Trøst og al Tillid  (LHy 428)  
or Was mein Gott will (ELH 261); alternate hymn: Love divine, all love excelling ELH 407 

252. Trinity 1 – Monday 
Lead us into Your holiness, our God, and let us always abide with You. Amen. 

Psalm 73:12–19 Behold, these are the ungodly, Who are always at ease; They increase in 
riches. Surely I have cleansed my heart in vain, And washed my hands in innocence. For all 
day long I have been plagued, And chastened every morning. If I had said, “I will speak 
thus,” Behold, I would have been untrue to the generation of Your children. When I thought 
how to understand this, It was too painful for me—Until I went into the sanctuary of God; 
Then I understood their end. Surely You set them in slippery places; You cast them down to 
destruction. Oh, how they are brought to desolation, as in a moment! They are utterly 
consumed with terrors. 

When it goes well for the ungodly, then “there are no pangs in their death, But their 
strength is firm… Therefore pride serves as their necklace… Their eyes bulge with 
abundance… They scoff and speak wickedly concerning oppression… They set 

their mouth against the heavens, And their tongue walks through the earth” [Psa 73:4-9]. 
Then the faithful are also tempted to ask in their heart: “How does God know? And is there 
knowledge in the Most High” [Psa 73:11]? Jeremiah says: “Righteous are You, O LORD, when 



I plead with You; yet let me talk with You about Your judgments. Why does the way of the 
wicked prosper? Why are those happy who deal so treacherously? You have planted them, 
yes, they have taken root; they grow, yes, they bear fruit. You are near in their mouth but 
far from their mind” (Jer 12:1-2). It was not just the faithful of the old covenant who were 
troubled because the ungodly flourished and the saints fainted. The same question troubles 
us too. But when this happens on earth, it points beyond the temporal, to the eternal. 
Behind the veil of visible things there is another world, and we are there already, but our 
natural eye does not see it. We are all still children of this earth and our lot is cast here a 
little while. But all of us are also children of a spiritual world, each of us belongs either to 
heaven or hell and we have our own reward there. Yet only in God’s sanctuary can we 
understand it. All the ungodly who are not converted get a frightening end, but it is not 
seen by men. The rich man died and received an honorable burial and was lauded as 
blessed, but woke up — in hell! God is righteous and puts the wicked in slippery places. 
They are rich and healthy, yet this is at the same time God’s grace and God’s judgment. If 
they are poor and lowly, then that too is both a call of mercy and the chastisement of the 
righteous. But if they remain in sin, then everything becomes a greater judgment upon 
them.  

If you are with the Lord, Christian friend, consider in the light of the Word His way of 
dealing with us human beings. Do not let your carnal thoughts, but the sense of the Spirit, 
strengthen your feelings, so your heart shall not be overflowing with longing envy for the 
prosperity of “the foolish,” but be strengthened with tender mercy toward them for their 
misery in the midst of their apparent glory! Such was always the manner and way of the 
faithful. “Whom have I in heaven but You? And there is none upon earth that I desire 
besides You. My flesh and my heart fail; But God is the strength of my heart and my 
portion forever” [Psa 73:25-26]. “Nevertheless I am continually with You… You will guide me 
with Your counsel, And afterward receive me to glory” [Psa 73:23-24].  

Give us God-fearing hearts so that we may know Your ways and regard Christ’s 
suffering, poverty, and cross as greater riches than all the prestige of the world. Give us 
this light. Give us this attitude, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

As a father never turneth  
Wholly from a wayward child,  
For the prodigal still yearneth,  
Longing to be reconciled,  
So my many sins and errors  
Find a tender, pardoning God,  
Chastening frailty with His rod,  
Not in vengeance with His terrors.  
All things else have but their day,  
God’s great love abides for aye. 

Since, then, neither change nor coldness  
In my Father’s love can be,  
Lo! I lift my hands with boldness,  
As Thy child I come to Thee.  
Grant me grace, O God, I pray Thee,  
That I may with all my might,  
All my lifetime, day and night,  
Love and trust Thee and obey Thee  
And, when this brief life is o’er,  
Praise and love Thee evermore.  

Gerhardt: I will sing my Maker’s praises L 459:9-10 ELH 448:5-6 tr. Composite; tune: Sollt ich meinem Gott 



253. Trinity 1 – Tuesday 
Psalm 73:23–28 Nevertheless I am continually with You; You hold me by my right hand. 
You will guide me with Your counsel, And afterward receive me to glory. Whom have I in 
heaven but You? And there is none upon earth that I desire besides You. My flesh and my 
heart fail; But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. For indeed, those who 
are far from You shall perish; You have destroyed all those who desert You for harlotry. But 
it is good for me to draw near to God; I have put my trust in the Lord God, That I may 
declare all Your works. 

No matter how long the glory of the ungodly lasts, be assured it has a miserable end. 
— We do not expect to see truth and justice prevail in the present course of this 
world. We know very well that lying will prosper, adorn itself with the name of 

truth, and trod the saints underfoot as enemies of happiness. Yet we have a hard time 
accepting this. Our heart becomes embittered and our feet grow weary from the journey of 
faith and patience. But God’s Word gives us light and strength. It teaches us that visible 
things are temporal, but the invisible are eternal, and that all the world’s glory is nothing 
compared to our fellowship with God and our heavenly salvation. Temptation’s way is to 
create a poisonous thought: “How does God know? And is there knowledge in the Most 
High” [Psa 73:11]? Can there be a righteous God who rules thus? But when we enter into the 
sanctuary of the Word and from there look out over heaven and earth, we discern God’s will 
and plan enough that we become silent and rejoice. We may be trodden under, yet our 
justice and fortune are intact! Through suffering we learn patience; through temptation, we 
obtain victory! So we have no reason to be troubled over those who let themselves be 
deceived by the devil. For that is tragic, that people, who are created for loving fellowship 
with God and are unhappy without Him, regard His revelation as foolishness and eternal 
life as a lie!  

O child of God, you are continually before the Lord. He Himself holds you with His right 
hand, with His almighty power. Think about it! It will strengthen your faith. He leads you 
with His counsel. Then all is well, even if it goes differently than you would expect. Could 
you wish for something better than to be led by the counsel of Him who is eternal wisdom? 
Then He receives you into glory. You are chosen and anointed for this. What does the scorn 
and oppression of the world mean? Your portion is in heaven, your life is in God. Let flesh 
and heart languish; let things be worse for you than for anyone else ever. Love is strong, 
and does not die, does not let go. God is eternally the same, but He is in you and you are in 
Him. How can you perish? He is the rock of your salvation and your blessed reward. Such 
love is loved in return and is purified through temptation, and so everything must work for 
good for those who love God.  

Lord, let me always remain with You. Hold me by Your right hand, and be the portion of 
my heart forever. Amen. 

I will sing my Maker’s praises  
And in Him most joyful be,  
For in all things I see traces  
Of His tender love to me.  
Nothing else than love could move Him  
With such sweet and tender care  
Evermore to raise and bear  
All who try to serve and love Him.  
All things else have but their day,  
God’s great love abides for aye. 



As an eagle spreadeth over  
Her young brood her sheltering wings,  
So the arm of God did cover  
Me against affliction’s stings.  
He who life and being gave me,  
Even in my mother’s womb,  
From the cradle to the tomb  
He shall ever guard and save me.  
All things else have but their day,  
God’s great love abides for aye.  

Gerhardt: L 459.1-2 ELH 448:1 and ELHB 65:2 tr. Composite; tune: Sollt ich meinem Gott 

254. Trinity 1 – Wednesday 
Lord Jesus, give us the Spirit’s grace to hear what You speak. Amen. 

Luke 12:16–21 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man 
yielded plentifully. And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no 
room to store my crops?’ So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build 
greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. And I will say to my soul, “Soul, 
you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.”’ But 
God said to him, ‘You fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those 
things be which you have provided?’ So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God.” 

You know this parable of the Lord from your Bible history, and, of course, you are 
careful not to talk like this rich landowner. But all who rely on their own goods and 
are secure because they have enough are like this man. How difficult it is to have 

abundance! It is easy to think that we believe in God, and yet not realize how much we rely 
on the world! It seems completely certain that rich people have their heart in the right 
place, but in reality only very few do. Without our knowing it, the poor mind becomes stuck 
on earthly possessions. So secretly it relies on these instead of on God. Therefore it is grace 
when the Lord, as necessary, lays hold of our goods, takes them away, all of them or some of 
them, as much as He knows we can handle, to teach us to recognize our idolatrous trust in 
mammon and to free us from it. If on the other hand everything were according to your 
desires, then if your goods were multiplied, your obligations are multiplied and 
unfortunately you do not know then, dear friend, how to examine yourself, and earnestly to 
pray to God for light and grace concerning this. For either you are one of the few who can 
have riches without buckling under them, in which case you will have other troubles, or you 
are of those who take your goods here in this life and gather them as treasures, but are not 
rich toward God. But then the end is terrible. “You fool! This night your soul will be 
required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?” “This night!” O 
listen: already this night! — “Woe to those who join house to house, who add field to field, 
till there is no place Where they may dwell alone in the midst of the land! … Therefore 
Sheol  has enlarged itself and opened its mouth beyond measure; their glory and their 1

multitude and their pomp, and he who is jubilant, shall descend into it” (Isaiah 5:8.14).  
But all who are poor and not satisfied, envious of the rich and full of worries, or greedy 

and living off of others, they have no right to glory over the rich man in our text! They 
themselves are partners with this cursed peasant. — Let all the Lord’s people hear and 
follow the holy Apostle’s words: “The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which 
some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with 

 The Hebrew word Sheol can be translated: hell, grave, or place of the dead.1



many sorrows. But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal 
life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of 
many witnesses” (1 Tim 6:10-12). Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, brethren, 
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also [Mat 6:19-21].  

Teach us, O God, to believe in You with our whole heart and to use our abundance in 
love to help the needy. Amen. 

Amid the world’s deceitful cares  
Thou dost not heed how unawares  
Thy day of life is ending!  
Secure thou livest, strong and wise,  
The world pursuing, ’tis the prize  
For which thou art contending:—  
O man, O man! The end draws near!  
Thy life thou art expending! 

While here thou toilest at thy best,  
Death comes, an uninvited guest—  
His summons is appalling—  
The most secure awakes with fears,  
And for the wise no way appears  
The strongest then is falling:— 
O man, O man! Death thee and all  
Away from earth is calling!  

Gothus, Wallin L 456:1-2 LHy 391:1-2 tr. C. Døving; tune: I denne Verdens Sorger sænkt (LHy 391);  
alternate hymn: Christians, come in sweetest measure ELH 411 

255. Trinity 1 – Thursday 
God, incline my heart to Your witness and not to covetousness. Amen.  

1 Timothy 6:9–12 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into 
many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love 
of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their 
greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But you, O man of God, flee 
these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. Fight the 
good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed 
the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 

Nothing destroys the heart like love of money. Nothing else is so sure to kill all noble 
feeling in man and nothing excludes love so firmly and tightly. It is good to have 
what one needs without care and worry: it is right to work for it and to take care not 

to defraud anyone or to live off someone else’s labor. It is praiseworthy to be industrious 
and economical. But how easily we cross the line! The generous become extravagant, the 
diligent miserly, the thrifty weighs whether he will escape the noose of Judas. What 
worrisome consideration: one strives for money to be happy, and it is only to strengthen 
himself for temptations and all kinds of foolish desires, which sink man into destruction 
and condemnation! One works to satisfy his thirst for riches in order to have it good, and in 
reality he fosters a root of all evil, of sin and unrest, of restlessness and losing heart, of grief 
and eternal misery! In this respect life’s way is narrow, yes, it is impossible for us to go on 
except by God’s support! Every independent person with honor and conscience must strive 



to have enough and abundance of all good. But if he gets rich, he strays from faith, becomes 
an idolater, and pierces himself on all sides with nothing but sorrows. God help and save us 
from Satan’s snare! But does a Christian have nothing to strive for other than passing 
treasures? Let the children of the world, who know nothing higher, strive for earthly riches 
and its sorrows. But you, O child of God, flee these things! Rather seek after righteousness, 
fear of God, faith, love, patience, gentleness! These are of lasting value and make you rich 
indeed. Let the unbelieving fight for “fool’s gold,” you fight the good fight of faith, lay hold of 
eternal life, to which you also are called, and you have joined the confession of many 
witnesses! Do not forget that you are enlisted in the Lord’s army and stand on the 
battleground with a host of witnesses around you! Should you then deny your oath to Christ 
and, instead of laying hold of the heavenly inheritance of life, turn to deceptive shadows of 
earthly riches? 

God, help us to run with patience and self-denial in the battle set before us. Free us 
graciously from the temptation to love money, and uphold us in faith to the end. Make us 
zealous for our holy covenant with You and strengthen us to fight the good fight of faith. 
Amen. 

O Man, what good will come to you 
If you the world should conquer 
And lose the soul once given you, 
Eternally to suffer? 
No one the suff’ring lessen can, 
The fires of hell, God’s righteous ban; 
Your tongue with thirst must suffer. 

Behold! There is a deep abyss 
With gaping jaws and growing; 
He casts away those gone amiss, 
God’s kingdom never knowing. 
My precious soul, now flee from this; 
Shun not the gift of heav’nly bliss: 
Christ paid all you were owing. 

Landstad: O kommer hid fra alle Land L 454:2-3 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Aus tiefer Not (ELH 452); 
alternate hymn: One thing needful ELH 182:1-2 

256. Trinity 1 – Friday 
God, deliver us from evil. Amen.  

Matthew 26:21–25 Now as they were eating, He said, “Assuredly, I say to you, one of you 
will betray Me.” And they were exceedingly sorrowful, and each of them began to say to Him, 
“Lord, is it I?” Then He answered and said, “He who dipped his hand with Me in the dish will 
betray Me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the 
Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.” Then 
Judas, who was betraying Him, answered and said, “Rabbi, is it I?” He said to him, “You 
have said it.” 

The most terrible and most detestable part, the devil has accomplished: that one of 
Jesus’ own apostles betrayed the Lord and then hanged himself, because of his greed. 
Such a horrible deed could be aroused by nothing other than this most poisonous 

seed. Paul rightly says that “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” [1Ti 6:10]! What 
glorious gifts have been destroyed! And what evil and anxious things have often come from 
it! Balaam was a man, with great gifts from God, but he let himself be enticed by Balak’s 
money. Then he seduced Israel to idolatry and adultery and great misfortune, and died 



miserably by the sword of wrath. (Read about him in Numbers 22-25 and 31:8; likewise Rev 
2:14.) Samuel’s sons and Elisha’s servant and Ananias and Sapphira and many more 
became examples to warn us. We pastors are accused of greed more than anything else, and 
people like to talk about “the holy ones,” saying that they are particularly fond of money. 
These accusations have not come from love, and there is no more truth in them than in 
accusing all of Jesus’ disciples with Judas’ guilt as a bunch of greedy scoundrels. But it is 
certain that Satan completely wants to lay the snare of greed before all the faithful, 
especially before the souls of pastors. And if he could get one of the Twelve, then let none of 
us be smug! 

Our Bible text shows the awful strength of the chains in which the devil held Judas. 
Jesus says first that one of them shall betray Him. Already this ought to have pierced 
through Judas’ flesh and bones, but — they were all troubled, except for Judas. So this did 
not alert him to the danger of the way he had determined to go. The Lord says more, that 
He knows him, and speaks these shocking words, that Judas must indeed serve God’s plan, 
but “it would have been good for that man if he had not been born.” All in vain, all in vain! 
Greed has given the devil such power that he now completely fills Judas’ soul, and the 
Savior’s warning can only harden him completely and thoroughly.  

Are you aware, Christian friends, of this leech that is never satisfied (Prov. 30:15)? Kill 
it immediately, with its young, or it shall not only eat the poor among you, but suck out 
your own life blood. Watch with diligence — repent daily and completely — heed God’s 
Spirit — keep yourselves continually under the cross of Christ. By these things your walk 
shall be made free of greed, but rich in noble works.  

My God, “draw me to You, and tear me away from the fearful, deceitful comfort of 
created things, for no created thing can satisfy my hunger or calm my trouble. Unite me 
with You in the indissoluble bond of love, for only in You does the one who loves have 
enough, and without You all is sin and vanity.” Amen. 

Awake! awake! Repent and pray!  
By faith prepare thyself each day  
To die in peace unfearing!  
The Christ embrace, thy sins deplore,  
The naked clothe, and feed the poor,  
By works thy faith declaring!  
O man, O man! Before thy God  
Thou soon shalt have a hearing! 

Gothus, Wallin: Amid the world’s deceitful cares L 456:6 LHy 391:6 tr. C. Døving;  
tune: I denne Verdens Sorger sænkt (LHy 391); alternate hymn: Thee will I love ELH 409 

257. Trinity 1 – Saturday 
Revelation 2:8–11 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, ‘These things says the 
First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life: “I know your works, tribulation, and 
poverty (but you are rich); and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are 
not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Do not fear any of those things which you are about to 
suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, 
and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown 
of life. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who 
overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” ’ ” 

A struggle and trial every day for every follower of Jesus! Faithfulness to the end — 
and then eternal victory and glory! The devil hates us terribly and is constantly 
after us with consuming anger. He brings hard misfortune over faithful Job. He 

follows Paul everywhere and strikes him with slander. He is the cause of scorn and shame 
and trouble for the saints in Smyrna. But the Lord who loves us with fervent love allows 



“us to be tempted,” so that our faith and patience can increase and lusts die. Jesus went 
through death ahead of us and has opened the way, but now He lives and watches our every 
step. Your deeds He also sees, and praises quiet faithfulness which the world mocks. He 
sees your tribulation and poverty — the true riches, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to 
you. “He watches faithfully day and night to guard His poor flock. He has them as in a 
mother’s hand in loving guidance.” So do not be afraid that you shall suffer. Suffering is 
brief and easy compared to glory. Suffering is good and necessary for being glorified. 
Suffering is Christ’s own, and it shall never be greater than you can bear. Be faithful unto 
death! Let the heart completely and forever belong to the Lord! The devil wants to allure 
and draw you away from your God, so he tries to kindle greed, he wakens unbelief, 
impatience, and other sins. But the Lord uses it to humble you, so that you continue in your 
first love and love Jesus as the Friend of sinners, so that the devil himself must serve you, 
and everything that seems to cause shame must simply give you new life. So be faithful! 
“God works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure,” but for that very reason you 
should watch and work out your salvation, — nothing is lacking that you certainly can do it. 
But for that reason it is also horrible in every way when many still divorce their heart from 
the Lord. They could have remained with Him, but they plunge themselves into 
condemnation.  

Dear friends, if you have been unfaithful, but desire mercy, then come back, receive 
forgiveness, and be renewed with the Lord. Hear Jesus’ own voice: “Be faithful unto death, 
and I will give you the crown of life!” Doesn’t your heart burn within you when you hear 
Him say this to you? Be faithful — faithful “unto death” for My sake! He expects that you 
are willing to offer your life for Him. So do not fail, He Himself shall give you grace to be 
faithful and then will make you partaker in His glory. “I shall give you glory for shame, the 
palms of gladness for sorrow, an eternal throne in My kingdom instead of the lowest place 
on earth. The fruit of your meekness shall show itself, death’s bitterness shall bring joy, 
and humble submission the crown of glory” (Kempis ). Trial and suffering “for a time” — 2

victory and life forever! Faithfulness, dear brethren, the heart completely and forever the 
Lord’s! Holy bridal love!  

Lord Jesus, I feel Your heavenly fire in my soul, but it burns only weakly, and many 
things want to quell it. Guard it, and let it burn purer and higher every day to my last hour. 
O if only I could die for You! Yes, precious Lord Jesus, by Your grace I shall be able to do it. 
Amen. 

Stand fast, my soul, stand fast, 
In Christ, thy Savior: 
Lose not the war at last 
Through fain behavior. 
It is of no avail, 
That thou hast known Him, 
If, when the foes assail, 
Thou shalt His banner fail, 
And thus disown Him. 

 Thomas à Kempis (c. 1379-1471), a medieval mystic monk, born near Köln, Germany, wrote Imitation of Christ. 2



When Jesus’ love I see, 
It me constraineth, 
So that from carnal glee 
My soul abstaineth, 
When heav’n to me is dear, 
Its joy attractive, 
Of hell I have no fear, 
For Christ, my Lord, is near, 
In battle active. 

Within a little while, 
My strife is ended; 
From Satan’s craft and guile 
For aye defended, 
I rest in heav’n content,  
In peace and glory, 
Where all the saints are bent 
To sing without relent 
Salvation’s story. 

Brorson: Staa fast, min Sjæl L 284.1.7.8  HCH 223:1.4.5 tr. P. C. Paulsen; Tranlsation © 1930, 1958  
Lutheran Intersynodical Hymnal Committee. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.; 

tune: Nu rinder Solen op (ELH 83); alternate hymn: Soldiers of Christ, arise ELH 520:3-4 


