
St. Luke 10:1–9 
After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him, two 
by two, into every town and place where he himself was about to go. And he said to 
them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go your way; behold, I am 
sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no 
sandals, and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to 
this house!’ And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him. But if not, it 
will return to you. And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they 
provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to house. Whenever 
you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before you. Heal the sick in it 
and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’” 

Jesus had just been talking about the cost of following Him as He walked along the road 
with His disciples - the cost of following Him. St. Luke, the Evangelist - the Gospel 
writer, had just uniquely described Him as having set His face to go to Jerusalem (9:51). 
He’d headed in that direction so resolutely, that the expression calls for one to picture 
His very face pointed that way. The cross was in sight; and since dying for the world’s 
sins had been His reason for coming, Jesus was aiming toward that purpose.  

As they walked along, three different persons expressed to Him that they had in mind 
to follow Him, but each with something pressing that needed to be done first (and then 
they would follow). He told them that if they were going to follow Him, they needed to 
just do it - right now, when they’d determined it. He said this because there was a good 
chance that if they didn’t just drop everything, and do it, it wouldn’t happen. “No one 
who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God,” He’d said (9:62). 
St. Paul, in our epistle lesson, describes a certain Demas having deserted him as a fellow 
apostle because he is, as Paul says, in love with this present world. There’s an urgency in 
following Christ that can elude us if we’re not careful. We can be choosing the world 
over His kingdom without even seeing it happening. 

When St. Luke begins our text with the words, After this…, this discussion of the cost of 
following Jesus is the this he’s talking about. That’s what happened before our text - this 
discussion of the cost of following Jesus. So, it’s in a very serious moment that Jesus 
sends out seventy-two additional men appointed as apostles. They will precede Him in 
the places He is about to go.  

Their business is serious business. He says to them, Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no 
sandals, and greet no one on the road. Their focus on delivering (what amounts to) the 
message of the cross needs to be as determined as Christ’s focus is on assuming that 
cross for the world’s sins. Casual greetings with people along the way, concerns about travel 
arrangements and luggage - this isn’t that kind of journey. They’re going out to  confront 
people. They’re going to confront them with their need to be actively preparing 



themselves for God’s eternal kingdom so they don’t lose it. They are but a few being 
sent out into a plentiful harvest. 

The work of that harvesting will be treacherous. Lambs in the midst of wolves is how Jesus 
describes these preachers of His message, these preparers of His way. They’ll offer to 
many in many doorways, the true peace of God that is inherent in the message about 
Jesus the Christ. The Holy Spirit is always attached to that message. He is always 
engaged in planting the seed of God’s grace where it may be planted. He is always 
engaged in convicting sinners and inviting them to bring their guilt to God’s Son in 
Whom there is forgiveness.  

Some will love this world more, though. One of Jesus’ sayings that Luke records in the 
previous chapter is, Take care then how you hear, for to the one who has, more will be given, 
and from the one who has not, even what he thinks that he has will be taken away (8:18).” How 
you hear. How some of those were hearing, who were approached with the seventy-two 
apostles’ message of peace in Christ, was with indifference at least. They were self-
righteous - not thinking they needed a Savior, or perhaps like those Jesus encountered 
along the road, they had this world’s pressing concerns that were occupying them, 
making it impossible for them to follow at just that moment (though their plan was to do 
it…eventually). 

We don’t gather like this and read these things so that we might point out the 
shortcomings of others. The shortcomings are our own as well. They’re yours and they’re 
mine. The urgency of it all is what God wants you to grab hold of from this text, this 
morning. There are all kinds of things happening our lives, aren’t there (good things; 
things that bring us joy - gifts from God even)? The Holy Spirit isn’t attached to those 
things in order to plant the seed of God’s grace, though. He’s attached to God’s Word, 
and to the Sacraments of Baptism and the Supper. To go day after day in this world 
ignoring those- Isn’t it to tell Jesus, I have the intention of knowing you and of fortifying 
myself in this world against every enemy trying to prevent me from reaching your kingdom. I’m 
going to make a real priority of it…eventually. In the meantime, I’m going to continue to listen 
to voices other than Yours, telling me how I should think and feel about everything in life. 
Someday, I intend to get around to letting You be one of the voices too, God. How’s that? 

Though we haven’t, maybe, thought about it in those terms, we have done this, haven’t 
we? I say we as one of the guilty parties. We have made so many other things more 
important in our lives than God’s Word and His kingdom. God has graciously 
preserved us despite it. He calls on us this morning by means of this text to change it for 
our eternal good. He calls on us to receive a wake up call by this text about the seventy-
two additional apostles sent out. They’re sent out to confront people with their need to 
be actively preparing themselves for God’s eternal kingdom so they don’t lose it.  



Because, losing God’s kingdom is a distinct possibility. And considering God’s Word, as 
we have sometimes, to be something best taken in small doses on special occasions, we 
have not only sinned against the Third Commandment; but we have put ourselves in 
danger of losing the kingdom. 

But the message the seventy-two were sent out to preach - about the Kingdom of God 
having come near - is the message of God’s grace for sinners. You are to be one of its 
recipients. It’s delivered to you at this moment by one of God’ s messengers. You are to 
hear, too, that the perfect Savior Who lays down His life for you has secured full 
forgiveness also for your sin of mishandling the Means through which God gives you 
His grace. The One Who never neglected it was punished as the greatest neglector, so 
that you are considered to have kept holy, God’s things. He set His face to go to Jerusalem 
in the most serious moment in history in order to make you perfect before God. 

Considering St. Paul’s terminology in our epistle lesson: God grant that all of us be in 
love with God’s kingdom rather than this present world,  
• that we make a greater priority of reading His Word in our daily lives in addition to 

this gathering (several chapters can be read in a half-hour’s time),  
• that we take some of the time we’re paying attention to this world’s concerns to 

consider the blessing and significance of our Baptism and the daily penitence and 
reflection attached to it,  

• that we consider more thoughtfully the blessings and benefits we’re receiving in the 
Supper, and the penitence and reflection attached to it; there are Christian questions 
and answers in the front portion of the hymn book that you could look at before the 
service for that purpose, 

• that we be moved by the Spirit to pray like our Lord did (as pointed out by St. Luke 
in his gospel - chapters 3, 9, 11, and 22 besides all the praying He was doing regularly 
in the synagogues and in the Temple).  

The Savior says in the Revelation, Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. Very similar 
to what’s happening in our text, isn’t it? Jesus’ apostles - His messengers - simply 
represent Him. They offer - not just hope of peace, but the actual thing itself. The Spirit 
is attached to the message they deliver. The seed that He plants in willing hearts is the 
faith that lays hold of Christ. It’s the faith that brings guilt and shame to the cross upon 
which He paid its penalty. It’s the faith that rejoices in the forgiveness that He has 
earned. You have that faith by God’s grace. You have that peace that rests upon you as 
you live in this world, anticipating the better one. God be praised. Amen. 

Other Texts for this Week: 
Isaiah 35:5-8 



Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then 
shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters 
break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become 
a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie 
down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean 
shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are 
fools, they shall not go astray 

2 Timothy 4:5–15 
As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry. For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, 
and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and 
not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. Do your best to come to me 
soon. For Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone to 
Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. Luke alone is with me. 
Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for ministry. Tychicus I 
have sent to Ephesus. When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, 
also the books, and above all the parchments. Alexander the coppersmith did me great 
harm; the Lord will repay him according to his deeds. Beware of him yourself, for he 
strongly opposed our message. 


