
306. Trinity 8 – I 
Lord, enlighten us, and lead us in the way of truth. Amen. 

Matthew 7:15–21 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather 
grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but 
a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good 
fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore 
by their fruits you will know them. Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.” 

It is of the highest importance to have the pure doctrine of God’s Word, without lies and 
errors mixed in. For false doctrine is poison to the soul; if it enters our heart, it drains 
our spiritual life. God’s pure Word is powerful to give us new birth and to keep us in 

living fellowship with the Lord, so that we grow into spiritual perfection. “The gospel of 
Christ… is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes” [Rom 1:16]. When the 
light of God’s holy love in Law and Gospel shines upon you and by the Spirit who is in them 
enters your soul, then humble yourself and bow in heartfelt confession of sin, and then the 
living faith is kindled within, so the powers of darkness must vanish, and the heart 
becomes the dwelling of the Holy Spirit. And when the same faithful Spirit gradually 
explains to you more and more the demand of the Law and the gift of the Gospel and keeps 
the flesh under the discipline of the Law, but keeps the life of the Spirit in the freedom of 
the Gospel, then the new man is nourished by the sincere milk of the Word. But false 
doctrine, falsehood under the guise of the truth, half-truth, Law without Gospel or Gospel 
without Law, mixing of Law and Gospel or rejecting them both, doctrine of rationalism and 
commandments of men mixed into the holy truth of the Word: such doctrine effects no true 
conversion and living faith, does not lead the searching soul rightly and does not feed it 
with the life of grace, but it works instead security in sin, or spiritual slavery, or spiritual 
complacency.  

Since we are dealing here with eternal life and eternal death, the matter is of the 
highest importance. The pure doctrine of God’s Word is the sun that shines on our heart, 
warms it and makes it alive, and calls forth the fruits of righteousness. It is more than 
important that we have God’s Word pure and true, it is more than very important, it is the 
highest and most important thing. There is nothing as precious as God’s Holy Word. 
Therefore our Lord Jesus has also taught us in the Lord’s Prayer to pray for this first of all.  

But how shall teachers and listeners distinguish truth and error? All doctrine and all 
life shall be tested on the testing stone of Holy Scripture. Doctrine that is taken from the 
Bible and is established by the Bible is true and pure. But the doctrine that does not stand 
up to this test is false. If anyone teaches that Jesus is not God’s Son and true God, then you 
know that that teacher is a liar, for the Bible says that Jesus is God’s only-begotten Son 
and true God from eternity. If anyone teaches that man is by nature good, but simply weak, 
then it is false doctrine, because the Christ says that we are evil. If anyone teaches that 
Baptism is only a bath in water and a sign of the purification of the heart, then you know 
from the Bible that he is wrong, for it is written that Baptism is “a washing of regeneration 
by the Holy Spirit” [Tit 3:5] and it “clothes us in Christ” [Gal 3:27] and “saves us” [1Pe 3:21]. If 
anyone teaches that people are justified by the law and their works, then send him away as 
a false teacher, for the Scripture says: “by the works of the law no flesh shall be 
justified” [Rom 3:20; Gal 2:16]. Or if anyone teaches a way of faith without conversion and 
sanctification, we see from the Bible that he is a liar, and the same with all points of 
Christian doctrine. But if there is anyone who seems to teach the truth and yet lives an 



ungodly life, then beware of both his example and his doctrine, for there is poison in his 
beautiful words.  

Holy Father, sanctify us in Your truth; Your Word is truth [Joh 17:17]. Amen. 

God, let Your Word in grace now flourish 
And spread abroad both night and day, 
For plantings that You do not nourish 
So quickly die and fade away! 
All Satan’s lies do now remove, 
And fill Your House with truth and love! 

Let no false prophet ever lead us 
Into the night of fear and loss; 
Let no false doctrine ever rob us 
Of comfort from our Savior’s cross! 
All wolves who in sheep’s clothing creep 
Chase off! Good Shepherd, keep Your sheep! 

Landstad: Gud, lad dit Ord L 496:1-2 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Wer weiss wie nahe (ELH 111);  
alternate hymn: Gracious Savior, gentle Shepherd ELH 367:4-5 

307. Trinity 8 – II 
Lord God, heavenly Father, give us the Spirit of truth,  

the Spirit of adoption in our hearts as Your children. Amen. 

Romans 8:12–17 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according to 
the flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these 
are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received 
the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit Himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 

Glorious state of grace: Children of God, free from the guilt of sin, free from the 
dominion of fleshly lusts, free from death, — everywhere embraced by God’s love; 
heirs of eternal salvation! But let no one deceive himself and think that he is a child 

of God when he is not! Let no one think he is a child of God when he still lives according to 
the flesh! How can he be a child of God if he lives in anger and enmity, impurity and its 
works? Whoever is freed from sin and dead to it, should he live in it any longer? But just as 
no one may dream of rights as children and inheritance as a child with God without true 
and living faith in our Lord Jesus, so on the other hand believers should be fully assured 
that they are children of the heavenly Father. How is this to be known? In our new 
heavenly childlike attitude and in the testimony of God’s own Spirit with our spirit. If I were 
not born of God, then I would not have the attitude and spirit of a child of God at all; for of 
myself I am carnal, sold under sin. This attitude of the child of God expresses itself in a 
determined struggle against the lusts of the flesh, in sorrow and sighing, and victory over 
them, — and then in unanimous and bold prayer to God, calling Him “Abba, Father” within 
the soul, and praying the Lord’s Prayer from the bottom of the heart. I do not pray to God 
out of coercion, but gladly. (Here I am talking with the inner man, not about the flesh, not 
according to “law [of sin] in my members, warring against the law of my mind” [Rom 7:23].) I 
do not tremble with an evil conscience before the Righteous One; but with comfort and joy 
in Christ I speak with Him about the spreading of His kingdom and about my sin and need 
and all my concerns and I praise Him for His incredible grace. In accord with the testimony 
of the Spirit in me the Spirit Himself testifies in the Word and Sacraments for me. God’s 
Word confirms itself as true and living for my heart, and I find my inmost being reflected in 



the Word; or in other words, the Spirit in the Word with its demand and its promises is one 
with the Spirit in my new life. The Spirit within me is the Spirit of faith and love and hope, 
and that is exactly the Spirit in the Word and Sacraments. The Spirit in my heart is the 
Spirit of purity and adoption as children,, struggling against the flesh and victory and 
crying “Abba, Father,” and this is exactly the same Spirit of the Word. Yes, it is precisely 
from the Word and the Sacraments I have received the Spirit; He has pervaded and 
sanctified my spirit and given it His divine nature, so that it is the very Spirit of God who 
testifies in me and with me, that I am a child of God. Blessed adoption as children with 
access to the Father! Blessed hope of life with heavenly glory waiting! 

Give us grace, then, dear heavenly Father, that we may live holy lives and suffer 
patiently in fellowship with our Lord Jesus. Let Your Spirit testify with us in life and death 
that we are Your children, and let our life and our death testify to all the world that Your 
Spirit lives in us and assure ourselves that we have a heavenly inheritance of glory in store. 
Amen. 

Come, Comforter, and make me whole! 
Come, Fire with warmth life-giving! 
Come, heav’nly Dew, refresh my soul! 
Come, bind my spirit’s grieving! 
Come, Spirit, at this hour! 
Come, Earnest, grant me pow’r! 
True Fountain, grace impart! 
True Unction, heal my heart! 
Finger of God, descend now. 

O Holy Spirit, mighty God, 
Come from Your heav’nly dwelling, 
Grant me true faith by Jesus’ blood, 
Your constant sure indwelling! 
A new heart give to me, 
Repentance true and free! 
Be now my place of rest, 
My joy in all distress. 
Your pure ways make me follow. 

Sacr/Jonæsøn: Den Idræt Gud er tækkelig L 439:3-4 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Ein feste Burg (ELH 251);  
alternate hymn: O Holy Ghost, Thou gift divine ELH 26:1 

308. Trinity 8 – Monday 
Lord, lead us on the right path to eternal life. Amen. 

Matthew 7:12–14 “Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this 
is the Law and the Prophets. Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the 
way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the 
gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.” 

Our own will must die, our flesh and blood must be killed and put to death. First they 
must get their deathblow in regeneration, and then they must daily be nailed to the 
cross more and more firmly. For the unbridled thoughts of our own wisdom always 

strive against the truth, and the carnal lusts of our conceit strive against love. Your own 
opinion of yourself is completely contrary to God’s Word, and your own will is directly 
against God’s holy will. You think there is no God, or, if there is one, that either He is 
careless or winks at everything, or He is cruel and bloodthirsty. Concerning yourself you 
think that you are righteous if you do the best you can, and you think salvation is sensual 



enjoyment. Your desire is earthly things, and your will is selfishness and wicked 
inclinations. Such thoughts are a lie, and such desire is sin; therefore the old man must die, 
and both your thoughts and your will must become new. The teaching of the Word about 
the living, holy, righteous, and so incredibly loving and merciful God, about your sin and 
unrighteousness, about grace in Christ and justification through faith, about the mystery of 
regeneration and the Spirit’s work of sanctification in the believers, in short, truth in 
Christ, must be apprehended by you in such a way that you receive it with willing heart 
and hold on to it, knowing that it is more than anything in life and death. And what is still 
alien to your natural sense: loving God above all things and your neighbor as yourself, that 
must become true within you and rule in your life and conduct. To acknowledge yourself 
wicked and lost, to submit your thoughts and will to God’s Word, to receive mercy for 
everything and to believe without seeing; to lose self-righteousness and self-piety and life in 
order to become righteous, alive, and blessed in Christ; to know nothing and to have 
nothing of oneself, but to have everything in Jesus, — this is the narrow gate which few 
find. And in daily repentance to live only by God’s grace, to deny one’s own will, gladly to 
practice love for His sake, in spite of the resistance of the flesh; always to mortify self-will 
and patiently to follow the Lord, taking up one’s cross, — this is the narrow way, which few 
find. Are you going this way? God Himself works in us both to will and to do, so that the 
impossible becomes possible by His grace. — Or are you following the many on the broad 
path to destruction? Do it no longer! O for Jesus’ sake, do it no more! 

O Lord God, You have opened for us the gate of life in Your Son, our Lord Jesus. — Lead 
us through this gate, that He may be for us the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Amen. 

To walk in sin fomenting 
Is Satan’s chosen way; 
That path brings just lamenting 
For those under its sway. 
Deceitful, lustful way, 
Farewell to all your taunting, 
Though others choose your vaunting, 
To you I will say: “Nay.” 

The right way I shall favor 
That leads to heaven’s land, 
And there I shall endeavor 
To walk as best I can. 
And mortify my flesh, 
My sinful lust forsaking 
And persecution taking, 
To live among the blest. 

Brorson: O kjære Sjæl, som vanker L 498:3-4 tr. DeGarmeaux;  
tune: Von Gott will ich nicht lassen (ELH 465); alternate hymn: “Come, follow Me” ELH 422 

309. Trinity 8 – Tuesday 
Let the pure doctrine of Your Holy Word shine as the sun for us. Amen. 

Romans 4:1–8 What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the 
flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something of which to boast, but not 
before God. For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted 
to him for righteousness.” Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as 
debt. But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith 
is accounted for righteousness, just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to 
whom God imputes righteousness apart from works: “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds 



are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed is the man to whom the Lord shall not 
impute sin.” 

“Man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law.” That is the most 
important article in our doctrine of faith and it is always necessary to maintain 
it in the battle against sin, death, and the devil. Let the glorious Bible passage 

we heard strengthen our faith and rejoice our heart! — “Abraham believed God, and it was 
accounted to him for righteousness.” In his commentary on Romans Besser  writes: 1

“Abraham grasped the promise of grace in Christ with sincere faith, and God’s judgment of 
him said: ‘Because he believes, he is righteous before Me.’ God gives pure grace, and when I 
receive pure grace, I am justified. Abraham excelled in this: that he neither looked back to 
works, by which he might have earned the great reward he sought, nor ahead to works by 
which he might complete the offered grace, but simply ‘he believed in Him who justifies 
sinners.’ Then he was so emptied of all his own, so that, completely without trust in his 
strength, God could deal with him according to the riches of His grace and account his faith 
to him as righteousness. Note it rightly! Although this faith of Abraham by which he 
presented himself to God in the right way is a spiritual matter, worked by the Holy Spirit 
and pleasing to God, still it is not perfect, because Abraham is still in the flesh. Certainly he 
gave God the glory, rejoiced in Him, and entrusted himself to Him, yet not to the degree 
worthy of God’s majesty. His faith therefore was not his righteousness (speaking of its 
essence), but his faith was accounted to him as perfect righteousness, because God was 
pleased in him for Christ’s sake.  

“‘Christian righteousness touches on these two parts,’ Luther says: ‘first on faith, which 
gives God His proper honor; next on this, that God accounts to us such faith as 
righteousness. For because faith is weak and imperfect (note well: even the strongest faith 
like Abraham’s is given to weakness), the second part is necessary, namely that God 
reckons to us such faith as righteousness and does not reckon to us other sins, but forgives 
them and takes them away, as though the least of them were not done. And He does this 
not for our sake or for any of our worthiness, merit, or work, but for Christ’s sake, in whom 
we believe. Therefore a Christian is both righteous and a sinner,  loves God and worships 2

Him, yet also is angry with Him and murmurs against Him… Yet you say, how is it 
possible that I am righteous and yet a sinner? Well, you feel and acknowledge sin in you 
and that is a good sign. So you should not doubt, but rather thank God. Run to Christ; He is 
the true Physician, as His name says. He can and He will heal the broken heart and save 
poor sinners. And throughout your life beware of following the judgment of your own 
reason, which says that God quarrels with poor sinners. Mortify and sacrifice your reason 
that says this to you, but believe and call on Him, so that you become holy and righteous. 
Then you praise God and confess that He is the true God, righteous and merciful. And what 
sins you may still have are not accounted to you, but are forgiven for Christ’s sake. His 
perfect righteousness is yours, and your sins are His.’”  

O God, imprint this blessed doctrine indelibly on our soul, and let us be found among 
those blessed people whose transgressions are forgiven, and in whose spirit there is no 
guile. Amen. 

 Wilhelm Friedrich Besser (1816-84), educated in Halle and Berlin, served as Lutheran pastor in Pomerania and Silesia. He wrote 1

Bibelstunden.

 This is Luther’s famous statement that a Christian is at the same time just and a sinner (simul justus et peccator).2



As silver tried by fire is pure 
From all adulteration, 
So through God’s Word shall men endure 
Each trial and temptation. 
Its light beams brighter through the cross, 
And, purified from human dross, 
It shines through every nation. 

Defend Thy truth, O God, and stay 
This evil generation; 
And from the error of its way 
Keep Thine own congregation. 
The wicked everywhere abound 
And would Thy little flock confound; 
But Thou art our Salvation. 

Luther: O Lord, look down, from heaven behold L 497:5-6 ELH 440:5-6 tr. The Lutheran Hymnal;  
tune: Ach, Gott vom Himmel 

310. Trinity 8 – Wednesday 
Lord, let Your Word penetrate to the very marrow of our bones. Amen. 

Ezekiel 3:17–21 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore 
hear a word from My mouth, and give them warning from Me: When I say to the wicked, 
‘You shall surely die,’ and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his 
wicked way, to save his life, that same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I 
will require at your hand. Yet, if you warn the wicked, and he does not turn from his 
wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your 
soul. Again, when a righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and I 
lay a stumbling block before him, he shall die; because you did not give him warning, he shall 
die in his sin, and his righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; but his 
blood I will require at your hand. Nevertheless if you warn the righteous man that the 
righteous should not sin, and he does not sin, he shall surely live because he took warning; 
also you will have delivered your soul.” 

It is our duty to say to the unconverted: “You are on the way to eternal death.” We dare 
not be silent about it, for then we would be guilty of the loss of their souls. “If you are 
not converted, you cannot be saved; you are heading to hell in your service to sin. You 

must never imagine that you shall be saved in this way. The devil will keep assuring you 
and giving you hope, but God’s Word shows clearly that you are on the path of eternal grief. 
Should the righteous God spare obstinate sinners? Then He would be unrighteous like 
them! Or should the ungodly and worldly be able to enter into His holy heaven? Then 
heaven would be a home for ungodliness! Understand that it is the devil and not God who 
gives you the hope of salvation in the midst of your impenitence. Recognize that this hope is 
a lie and will rob you of eternal happiness! O soul of man, created for heavenly glory and 
eternal life in communion with God, will you plunge yourself into endless pain for the sake 
of a little time of wicked and impure enjoyment? You shall be cast out into eternal fire, as 
long as you do not repent from the heart to the Lord, your God!” 

This should be said to you as loudly and clearly as possible. Otherwise we would be false 
prophets and servants of the devil. But it should not simply be said out of duty; even a 
hireling in God’s house could do that much. But it should be said from a heart that cares for 
you and feels sincere pity for you, from the love of Him who offered His life and blood for 
you. When I put myself in your place, you are weighed down with Satan’s bonds and are 
busy rushing to hell, the edge of the eternal abyss ever nearer without your seeing it, and 
you are blind to your danger and estranged from your God, who loves you and has a heaven 



full of blessedness for you: then it burns in my heart, and I cannot be silent. Then I must 
cry out: “Repent, repent! Walk no longer on that path; stop for Jesus’ sake, save your soul! 
Don’t you see the danger? Don’t you feel that you are unhappy? Be silent, listen to the 
Lord’s voice; come back to your God!” — And I will take you out of the devil’s power, free 
you from your spell by the Word of life, rip you from the murderer’s hands by the power of 
the Spirit and carry you into Jesus’ arms. — O repent, so that you may be saved! Come, and 
stay on the path of righteousness, and you shall live! 

I myself must be lost if I did not warn you. You must die in your sin and be eternally 
condemned if you do not repent, but the Lord wants to reach your soul by my hand. If I did 
not warn you, then how should I answer Him? O repent, and stay on the path of 
righteousness, that you might live! 

Lord, great and good Shepherd of Israel, give us a heart like Yours, a pastor’s mind and 
a prophet’s tongue by Your Spirit. Lord, convert and save the erring for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, and keep the righteous from falling back into sin again. Amen. 

O therefore seek our Lord, the Christ; 
Be not by Satan’s ways enticed, 
To earth no longer clinging; 
Deny yourself e’en unto death 
With prayer and hope and steadfast faith, 
Your thanks to God then bringing. 

O dearest Savior, Jesus Christ, 
All sin’s desire drive from our breast, 
Show us Your light and favor; 
Your Holy Spirit to us send 
That He may guide with gracious hand 
To heaven’s joy forever. 

Ægidius: Paa Jorden er en liden Hjord L 495:8-9 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Kommt her zu mir (ELH 189);  
alternate hymn: Come, O Come, Thou quickening Spirit ELH 438 

311. Trinity 8 – Thursday 
Lord, let Your Word of truth lead us forth on the right way of faith. Amen. 

1 John 4:1–4 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of 
God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit 
of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and 
every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And 
this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in 
the world. You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you 
is greater than he who is in the world. 

“Beware of false prophets,” the Lord says. And here the Apostle warns: “Do not believe 
every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have 
gone out into the world.” Love is kind and trusting, it does not think evil, it believes all 
things, hopes all things, and puts the best construction on everything, but it is also aware 
and sensitive and watchful against lying and ungodliness. And how necessary this is! We 
must never think that we are secure and safe here, but we must know that the deceiver’s 
arrows are always whistling past us. The devil allows himself no rest; where God’s Word is 
proclaimed, he is always there also to pour his venom into the hearts, sometimes appealing 
to our reason, sometimes as a sympathetic friend. And unfortunately he has no lack of 
servants; there are enough of them who are more than willing to run his errands.  



In our text the Holy Spirit gives a clear sign to recognize antichrists: “Every spirit that 
does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God,” that is: Whoever 
does not teach that Jesus Christ is true God and true Man in one Person is a false prophet. 
But “every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God,” that is: 
Whoever teaches and confirms with his life that Jesus is God’s Son is a servant of God for 
“no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit” [1Co 12:3].  

Most often the Antichrist has tried to disguise himself in the likeness of Christ’s 
clothing, and always he claims to be teaching true Christianity in a renewed and pure 
manner. In our days he steps up with shameless impudence and openly denies the Father 
and the Son, and this he dares to call pure Christianity! “The old faith is outdated, away 
with it! Away with the junk! New age, new teaching!” But you know now, dear Christians, 
what kind of spirit this is! It is good that John has given us a clear and simple mark of the 
Antichrist and his forerunners. Those who would get rid of the old truths of faith, dogmas, 
as they call them, doctrines about God’s Son and the atoning power of His blood, are really 
voices of the Antichrist. — They think they should own the future. O yes, in a way they do. 
We do not expect good and happy times. But John says: “You are of God, little children, and 
have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.” So 
then the victory remains yours to the end. “Be wise as serpents and harmless as doves” [Mat 
10:16]; be kind and charitable, but watchful and diligent. Walk always in the light as 
children of light. Have no fellowship with antichrists! 

O God, let Your light and Your truth lead us; let them lead us to Your holy hill and Your 
dwelling place. Guard us in this evil age; help us to withstand all the storms of deceit and 
to remain truly faithful in love. Amen. 

May God root out all heresy,  
And of false teachers rid us 
Who proudly say, “Now, where is he 
That shall our speech forbid us? 
By right and might we shall prevail; 
What we determine cannot fail; 
We own no lord and master.” 

Therefore saith God, “I must arise,  
The poor My help are needing. 
To Me ascend My people’s cries, 
And I have heard their pleading. 
For them My saving Word shall fight 
And fearlessly and sharply smite, 
The poor with might defending.” 

Luther: O Lord, look down, from heaven behold L 497:3-4 ELH 440:3-4 tr. The Lutheran Hymnal;  
tune: Ach Gott vom Himmel 

312. Trinity 8 – Friday 
God, remember Your congregation, which You have purchased of old,  
The tribe of Your inheritance, which You have redeemed [Psa. 74:2]. 

Micah 4:5–12 Thus says the LORD concerning the prophets who make my people stray; who 
chant “Peace” while they chew with their teeth, But who prepare war against him Who puts 
nothing into their mouths: “Therefore you shall have night without vision, and you shall 
have darkness without divination; the sun shall go down on the prophets, and the day shall 
be dark for them. So the seers shall be ashamed, and the diviners abashed; indeed they shall 
all cover their lips; for there is no answer from God.” But truly I am full of power by the 
Spirit of the LORD, and of justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression and to 



Israel his sin. Now hear this, you heads of the house of Jacob and rulers of the house of 
Israel, who abhor justice and pervert all equity, Who build up Zion with bloodshed and 
Jerusalem with iniquity: her heads judge for a bribe, her priests teach for pay, and her 
prophets divine for money. Yet they lean on the LORD, and say, “Is not the LORD among us? 
No harm can come upon us.” Therefore because of you Zion shall be plowed like a field, 
Jerusalem shall become heaps of ruins, and the mountain of the temple like the bare hills of 
the forest. 

People who have greedy, deceitful teachings and unrighteous practices are unhappy. 
Such teachers and rulers are in themselves a punishment from God, and they are the 
cause of new judgments of God’s wrath. When people have the pure Word and do not 

listen to it, when they have good and just government and are not satisfied, then God sends 
false prophets and evil rulers. Under the harsh scourge of the Lord it can happen that 
people humble themselves, but more often it leads to an attitude of bondage and the spirit 
of rebellion. Even more destructive are false teachers with their poison of deceit that kills 
the soul. When people are not chastened by serious teachers with God’s pure Word, then 
unbelief and worldliness arise with their results: unrest, bitterness, quarreling, envy, lust, 
and lewdness, and with them all the most terrible feeling of security, and then people are 
sick unto death. The Lord’s threatening words in our text are accurately fulfilled in His Old 
Testament people, — as an example to warn us.  

But if worldly pastors and unrighteous governments are God’s scourge on people, this 
does not justify their wickedness at all. Even if they are sent because of their people’s 
unrighteous condition, still they are not without responsibility. We pastors and teachers 
must seriously consider that there are no people more unfortunate than those who are 
spiritual hirelings, who sell their convictions for money and favor; yes, they even sell the 
divine truth and with it the temporal and eternal welfare of the souls that were appointed 
by the Lord for salvation. O so many young servants of the Lord who began with holy zeal 
have their desire and strength choked out by earthly cares! We must be awake and be on 
guard, and no one must think he is above such temptation! That feeling of security may be 
the “peace” which the prophet speaks about in our text. But everyone who would remain 
faithful will certainly receive grace for this from the Lord. “But truly I am full of power by 
the Spirit of the LORD, and of justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression and to 
Israel his sin.” What are gold and honor, profit and prestige, compared to this! Here is truth 
and right and the eternal salvation of souls. But help us, you believers! Let us strengthen 
one another and hold up each other’s hands toward heaven; for the sake of God and the 
salvation of your own soul, fight with us and for us in prayer to God, and hear His Word, so 
that we can make our accounting with joy and not with sighing, for this is not useful for 
you. 

God, fill us with the power of Your Spirit, so that we may march in victory against the 
unbelief of the multitude and against the whole host of Satan. Lord, in mercy chasten us for 
our sin, so that we humble ourselves, but do not take away from us the joy and comfort of 
Your Word and Your Spirit. Be gracious to us, and bless our people for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

God’s Word for us was then recovered 
With cost of faithful martyrs’ blood, 
Once hidden, now is rediscovered, 
We have its treasures pure and good, 
For which those martyrs gave their all. 
God grant that we preserve it whole! 



Make it our children’s sure possession 
To thousand generations more; 
Show us the way of true salvation 
That peace and comfort we procure, 
Lead others our true God to see 
The Word has then fulfilled its deed. 

Landstad: Gud, lad dit Ord L 496:4-5 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Wer weiss wie nahe (ELH 111); 
alternate hymn: Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide ELH 511:6-7 

313. Trinity 8 – Saturday 
God, open our hearts and our eyes to know You in Christ. Amen. 

“N
1 Timothy 6:13–21 I urge you in the sight of God who gives life to all 
things, and before Christ Jesus who witnessed the good confession 
before Pontius Pilate, that you keep this commandment without spot, 
blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing, which He will 
manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, 
the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, 
dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to 

whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen. Command those who are rich in this present 
age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us 
richly all things to enjoy. Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, 
willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they 
may lay hold on eternal life. O Timothy! Guard what was committed to your trust, avoiding 
the profane and vain babblings and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge—by 
professing it, some have strayed concerning the faith. Grace be with you. Amen. 

o one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, 
He has declared Him” [Joh 1:18]. There is no other God than the One who has revealed 
Himself in Christ, and there is no revelation of the true God except in Him. Therefore it is 
of the highest importance to have the doctrine of faith in Christ pure and undefiled. But it 
is just as important to receive it, to hold and keep it, to believe and willingly obey it. For 
God has not revealed Himself to your soul, even if you have the doctrine of Christ and 
regard it as true, if you do not obey it. But if you follow the truth from your heart, then God 
reveals Himself in it for your soul, and the light of eternity enlightens you. When you learn 
to know Him, to whom none can come except through the Son, then you have found the 
blessed and only mighty One, from whom all life and all power come; yes, then you live in 
Him and He lives in you!  

Whoever does not believe in Christ does not know God, and those who do not know God 
in Christ argue about who and what God is, or they deny that there is any God, declaring 
themselves free of any God while serving their chosen idol with abject devotion. They say 
they are free, and they do not know that they are servants of corruption and offer all they 
have on their idolatrous altars. But whoever believes in Christ believes in the true, living 
God, knows Him, has power over all idols, and is able to use all to the glory of heaven.  

Let believers show that they know the glorious God of love and serve Him! Let them 
show that they are children of the heavenly Father and are like Him. Let the holy faith be 
evident in their holy life and spring up to fruits that are good in the sight of God and men! 
No one can really do good except believing Christians, but no one can be a true believer 
without doing good. Use your goods to help your neighbor, become rich in good works, and 
lay up for yourself treasures in heaven! 

Merciful, eternal God, help us to believe in You through Christ, and serve You, and live 
our whole life in You. Free us from the world, and teach us to use it for heaven. Amen. 



O Holy Spirit, enter in 
And in our hearts Thy work begin, 

Thy temple deign to make us. 
Sun of the soul, Thou Light divine, 
Around and in us brightly shine, 

To joy and gladness wake us. 
That we 
To Thee 

Truly living, 
To Thee giving 

Prayer unceasing, 
Still may be in love increasing. 

Give to Thy Word impressive power 
That in our hearts from this good hour 

As fire it may be glowing, 
That we confess the Father, Son,  

And Thee, the Spirit, Three in One, 
Thy glory ever showing. 

O stay 
And sway 

Our souls ever, 
That they never 

May forsake Thee, 
But by faith their refuge make Thee. 

Thou Fountain whence all wisdom flows, 
Which God on pious hearts bestows,  

Grant us Thy consolation. 
That in our pure faith’s unity 
We faithful witnesses may be, 
Of grace that brings salvation. 

Hear us,  
Cheer us 

By Thy teaching; 
Let our preaching 

And our labor 
Praise Thee, Lord, and bless our neighbor. 

Schirmer: O Holy Spirit, enter in L 19:1-3 ELH 27:1-3 tr. C. Winkworth; tune: Wie schön leuchtet. 
(Note: Hymns that fit this meter can be arranged in the shape of a chalice.) 


