
108. Sexagesima – I 
Help us, Lord, to keep Your Word in our heart. Amen. 

Luke 8:4–15 And when a great multitude had gathered, and others had come to Him from 
every city, He spoke by a parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some 
fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it. Some fell 
on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture. And some 
fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. But others fell on good 
ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold.” When He had said these things He 
cried, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” Then His disciples asked Him, saying, “What 
does this parable mean?” And He said, “To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that ‘Seeing they may not see, and 
hearing they may not understand.’ Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 
Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word 
out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. But the ones on the rock are those 
who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a 
while and in time of temptation fall away. And the ones that fell among thorns are those 
who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, 
and bring no fruit to maturity. But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, 
having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.” 

God’s Word must enter our heart, stay there, and accomplish its work, if we are to be 
the Lord’s laborers, fruitful in good works. Only God’s Word can accomplish it and 
should get the glory. This we learn from our Gospel. Let no one think that he can 

serve the Lord and be a blessing on earth without receiving and keeping God’s Word.  
But our Gospel also teaches us that human hearts assume different attitudes toward 

the Word. There is a hard shell over some hearts, which the seed of the Word cannot 
penetrate. They hear it and immediately forget it; it doesn’t make an impression on them to 
waken any unrest or yearning for salvation in them, either because they are so self-
righteous that they never feel their sin and the danger of their soul, or because they are so 
worldly that they can’t even think about eternity. If a little hole can be found in the hard 
shell, if the Lord’s guiding and the trouble of life makes them a little receptive to God’s call, 
then the devil comes and takes the seed away. He leads them straight to other thoughts 
and says: “Take it easy, all is well with you;” or: “You are a fool to brood over such things, 
which are only pastor’s talk; take comfort, and enjoy life!”  

Others are touched a little and begin to repent, but their fruits of repentance soon die 
when the day gets hotter. The tribulation which is as necessary for the fruit of the heart as 
the sun is for the fruit of the earth kills the seed which is not well-rooted in a true 
knowledge of sin and in true repentance. Ask God for a contrite heart.  

Others repent continually and sink the Word deep in their soul, but forget to watch. The 
thorns which are still found in the heart send out strong shoots, spring up and choke the 
fruit of the Word, so that their Christian life becomes sick and dies. Many hopeful 
Christians who get married and start a home and have children and go into debt or gain 
wealth have led a pitiful Christian life! The anticipated ripe fruit of the seed is choked by 
cares or riches! These thorns, which lie in the heart, must show themselves; the Lord sent 
such conditions of life so that the thorns should shoot forth, be recognized, and be pulled up 
with holy diligence, struggle, and prayer.  

Finally there are some, but only some, who keep the Word in a good and honest heart 
and bear fruit with patience. They take up the cross of Christ, deny themselves, and live 
out of God’s love in Christ, which is the substance of the Word. 



Let the seed fall on good ground today! Let the Word now make your heart into good 
ground if it has not done so before; the Word is also able to do this. The Word is the hoe and 
plow that can break through the shell; it is the rain and sun that can crush the rock; it is 
the fire that can burn up the thorns. The Word is almighty and can accomplish everything 
for our salvation. God wants us to become rich in what is good; He wants to harvest much 
from us. It is and remains our fault if this doesn’t happen. 

Lord, do not let the devil take the Word away from our heart. Let it penetrate deep in us 
and work repentance, faith, and sanctification, so that we can bear rich and beautiful fruit 
for You. Give us such grace for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

O God, Thou seest and knowest 
That I am made of dust; 
So patiently Thou waitest 
From earth the planted trust— 
The fruits of faith I owe Thee 
Grow slowly, yet they come; 
My heart with sadness shows me 
My work is not yet done. 

From thorns and soil so hardened 
Now let my heart be pure; 
Defend by gracious pardon 
My soul from worldly lure! 
Now in my heart do raise Thee 
The fruit that I should bear, 
Whatever doth now please Thee, 
Till heaven’s crown I wear. 

Kingo: O Herre Gud, din lære L 253:6-7 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Herzlich tut mich verlangen (ELH 334);  
alternate hymn: Almighty God, Thy Word is cast ELH 228 

109. Sexagesima – II 
Before I was humbled, I went astray; but now I keep Your Word.  

2 Corinthians 12:2–9 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body 
I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a one was caught 
up to the third heaven. And I know such a man—whether in the body or out of the body I do 
not know, God knows—how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, 
which it is not lawful for a man to utter. Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will not 
boast, except in my infirmities. For though I might desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I 
will speak the truth. But I forbear, lest anyone should think of me above what he sees me to 
be or hears from me. And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the 
revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be 
exalted above measure. Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it 
might depart from me. And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is 
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

“Saint Paul is outstanding above thousands and thousands of people, outstanding in 
works and suffering and revelation. The Lord made him a light that shines far and 
wide upon the nations. But the greater the light, the greater and darker the 

shadow. For the holy Apostle, therefore, the temptation was to exalt himself more than he 
should. Certainly, but the Lord saw this before man saw it, and He provided the means to 
protect His Apostle against this danger with even greater care than can be found in the 
most loving human heart. Therefore He also had already taken care of what was necessary 



to counterbalance the power of the temptation. ‘And lest I should be exalted above measure 
by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of 
Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure.’ The Apostle himself says so. Even if 
we cannot completely understand the full meaning of this passage, there is still no reason 
to take it in any other sense than literally, nor to take it as an exaggerated description of 
natural sufferings. So then, on the one hand there is heavenly grace, on the other hand a 
counterbalance of hell, and this suffering was one which no prayer could drive away. But 
the Apostle was told that it would continue, yet without harming the grace that was in him. 
He had to keep this thorn and messenger of Satan and — along with it, the grace of God.  

“Dear brethren! Everyone is proud to the end, but there is this essential difference that 
with one person pride gets control, while it is only able to tempt another person. When at 
times someone with an air of importance says that someone else is so proud, this reveals an 
unfortunate ignorance of his own heart and the human heart in general. Who doesn’t have 
pride? And who can be free of it this side of the grave? But as surely as we have a tendency 
to pride which might easily corrupt all that we do and which might turn our whole being 
into a loathsome caricature of what we should and would be; just as surely the Lord 
graciously seeks to lower our pride so that we might grow more and more in true humility. 
O that no one would lose his humility! Let us keep it and thank the gracious Giver whose 
purpose is to perfect us and preserve us from evil” (Löhe ). 1

Lord, deal with us according to Your wisdom and mercy. Spare us from the devil’s 
temptation, but when we are tested and must have a thorn in the flesh, let us keep Your 
grace and find it sufficient. Let our hearts bow themselves in true humility, so that we 
become more and more like You, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

Withhold all sad expression  
When painful cross is sent; 
So oft we bear oppression 
E’en where our joy is spent, 
But let us learn to reckon 
The cross a gift of grace 
To see the better through it 
Till we’re in heav’n embraced. 

It leads us by its sadness 
From earthly folly far 
And brings all human proudness 
To dust and ashes low. 
In humbleness is quiet, 
A gentle place to dwell, 
The cross’s darts do bring us 
To rest and comfort well. 

Brorson: Det volder sure Miner L 259:1-2 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Herzlich tut mich verlangen (ELH 334); 
alternate hymn: From God shall naught divide me ELH 465:3-4 

 Johann Konrad Wilhelm Löhe (1808-72) was a German Lutheran pastor who fought against Rationalism. In 1844 he published an influential 1

Agenda for use in North America, based on older German Lutheran liturgies. He supported the establishment of a theological school at Fort 
Wayne, IN, in 1846, and the Neuendettelsau Mission Society in 1849. Also at Neuendettelsau he founded a Deaconess Home, hospitals, and a 
seminary which trained pastors for North America, Australia, New Guinea, and Brazil. 



110. Sexagesima – Monday 
Speak, Lord, Your servant hears! [1Sa 3:10] 

Luke 10:38–42 Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain village; and a 
certain woman named Martha welcomed Him into her house. And she had a sister called 
Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. But Martha was distracted with much 
serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me 
to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, 
Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things. But one thing is needed, and Mary 
has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her.” 

Mary’s heart is good ground for the holy seed. She sat at Jesus’ feet and listened to 
Him speaking. So it should be. This the Lord calls the one thing needful. Let us 
note it well! Just as grain needs soil if it is to bear a crop, so the heart needs the 

Word of God if we are to bear the fruits of the Spirit to eternal life. If God’s Word doesn’t 
enter our heart, then we bear only the fruits of sin unto death and damnation. For from the 
heart of the natural man only noxious weeds grow up; not love, but selfishness, hate, and 
anger; not work for God and heaven, but only worldly pursuits and aspirations. God’s Word 
has to be heard, just as Mary heard it. There are many who hear the Word and yet do not 
hear it. Just like one who doesn’t have an ear for music hears the notes and the chords, and 
yet doesn’t hear them; the music doesn’t reach his soul or stir his heart. So many hear God’s 
Word and understand it with cold reason, but they do not hear the heavenly music of the 
Word; its heart-gripping power they do not perceive.  

Do you hear this voice of love? Do you hear Jesus’ shepherd-voice? Do you hear these 
heavenly chimes? You are worried and troubled about many things; worldly things blare 
and roar so much in your ears that you do not hear God’s Word. But remember that all your 
works, even the most pious, are barren, without root, and vain, when they do not come from 
faith, which is worked by hearing the Word. Begin seriously from your whole heart to do 
what Jesus says, and you shall perceive the heavenly sweetness and the regenerating 
power of His Word.  

Lord, grant us grace for this. Give us love for Your Word; give us joy and gladness in it. 
Amen. 

Then with Mary’s full surrender, 
I would offer Thee my heart, 
At Thy feet my tribute render, 
As my chosen better part. 
For Mary’s heart burning with fervent emotion, 
Was quickened to serve Thee with perfect devotion; 
And there filled with love for her Savior and Lord, 
Was, with the One needful, in blessed accord. 

Thus, O Jesus, my endeavor 
Is to be forever Thine. 
Let no mortal love whatever 
Hind’ring now my heart entwine. 
Though great be the host that refuses to heed Thee, 
I’ll faithfully follow where’er Thou wilt lead me; 
For Thy word is Spirit and life to my soul, 
And through it, O Jesus, my conduct control. 

Schröder: One thing needful L 534:3-4 ELH 182:3-4 tr. F. P. Daume; tune: Eins ist Not 



111. Sexagesima – Tuesday 
Psalm 19:7–12 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of the 
LORD is sure, making wise the simple; The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 
The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; The fear of the LORD is clean, 
enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. More to be 
desired are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the 
honeycomb. Moreover by them Your servant is warned, And in keeping them there is great 
reward. Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me from secret faults. 

Nothing on earth is as perfect as God’s Word. The Holy Scriptures are the “pure and 
clear fountain of Israel”  for the knowledge of God, faith, and holiness. This Word is 2

true and faithful, so we can depend on it without fear of being disappointed. Take 
whatever part of the Scripture’s teaching, for example, the teaching concerning marriage, 
and set it alongside that of Mohammed or whatever else: you can have no doubt which is 
the correct one. And Scripture’s promises are just as certain. What the Lord has promised, 
He fulfills exactly. Never has anyone had a more secure banknote than what you have in 
God’s assurance of everything you need here on earth and for eternal salvation in the world 
to come. Never has a word failed of what the mouth of the Lord has spoken; but if He 
delays, then wait on Him and He shall surely come, He shall not stay away.  

This Word is pure as genuine gold in which there is no impurity. So it is completely 
indestructible; not a jot or tittle  of it shall pass away [Mat 5:18]. It is fulfilled and comes true 3

and abides forever. One by one the structures built by human wisdom totter and fall; time 
weathers their ruins; they collapse and pass away, but God’s Word remains. It is the pure 
sun without any spots, the perfect light without any dark lines, lovely and sweet to the eye 
and glorious for the upright to walk in. Keep God’s Word, and you yourself shall experience 
its glory. “In keeping them there is great reward.”  

But none of us is perfect in it yet. The saints who walk in the light of the Word 
continually see many sins in themselves and know that they have many secret faults, which 
they still do not know. Sin does not rule over them, but it oppresses and plagues them. 
When God’s Word is their help, then in daily repentance they experience its comforting and 
strengthening power.  

Lord, give us the light to know the truth and purity of Your Word. Give us love for the 
Word and the desire to walk in it, so that it may be for us more precious than the finest gold 
and sweeter than honey and the honeycomb. Lord God, Your mouth speaks to me the most 
beautiful words; I pray You, “let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my Strength and my Redeemer” [Psa 19:14]. Amen. 

Speak, O Lord, Thy servant heareth,  
To Thy Word I now give heed;  
Life and spirit Thy Word beareth,  
All Thy Word is true indeed;  
Death’s dread power in me is rife;  
Jesus, may Thy Word of Life  
Fill my soul with love’s strong fervor,  
That I cling to Thee forever.  

 The expression “the pure and clear fountain of Israel” is used in the Lutheran Confessions and shows their very high regard for Scripture 2

(Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, paragraph 3, Triglot p. 851; Book of Concord, Tappert edition, p. 503). 

 A jot is the least bit; the smallest Greek letter is iota (ι). A tittle is a pen stroke or other mark in writing.3



O what blessing to be near Thee,  
And to hearken to Thy voice! 
May I ever love and fear Thee,  
That Thy Word may be my choice!  
Oft were hardened sinners, Lord,  
Struck with terror by Thy Word;  
But to him who for sin grieveth  
Comfort sweet and hope it giveth.  

Anna Sophia of Hesse-Darmstadt L 23:1-2 ELH 230:1-2 tr. G. A. T. Rygh; tune: Werde munter 

112. Sexagesima – Wednesday 
Lord, let Your Word of life permeate my whole heart. Amen. 

Isaiah 55:8–13 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” says 
the LORD. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your 
ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain comes down, and the snow from 
heaven, and do not return there, but water the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, that 
it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, So shall My word be that goes forth 
from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it 
shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go out with joy, and be led out 
with peace; the mountains and the hills shall break forth into singing before you, and all the 
trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress tree, 
and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree; and it shall be to the LORD for a name, 
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

You can never imagine what glories God has in store for you, believing people of God. 
If you would think of them as a thousand times more wonderful than all that you 
know, then you are still thinking in earthly terms. But God’s thoughts are heavenly 

and as much higher than yours as the heavens are higher than earth. It is unfathomable 
mercy He has toward us, and His plan for our salvation is the bottomless depth of eternal 
mercy and wisdom. What God has prepared for those He loves never entered any human 
heart [1Co 2:9].  

Often we have dark thoughts, unfortunately, and the way seems to be more and more 
downhill for us. Our thoughts are uneasy thoughts of doubt and melancholy and rashness. 
But the Lord’s thoughts are thoughts of truth and love, bright and pure, sure and 
immovable, and the paths He walks with us are high, always leading upward. Think on 
these things when your own thoughts become too powerful for you in grievous dark hours of 
your life. Your thoughts are not right; the Lord’s are right. Your ways and plans must sink; 
the Lord’s shall stand.  

For He carries out His purpose in a way that does not fail. As His thoughts in heaven 
are bright and high and His counsel firm, so is His Word, which brings them to us on earth, 
living and bearing fruit and accomplishing His will. Don’t rain and snow from heaven water 
our earth so that it bears fruit? Does this fail? So, should the Word of the Lord’s mouth fail? 
Shouldn’t God’s Word be able to transform the earth, create and sustain faith in our hearts, 
spread and preserve God’s kingdom, free souls and lead them through all temptations to 
glory? Haven’t you already begun to feel the power of heavenly thoughts in the Word? What 
was it that woke you from the sleep of sin? What kindled within you faith, new life, and 
prayer? What was it that kept you and comforted you against all your sin and need, so that 
you have to marvel that you didn’t long ago become an unbeliever again? What is it that 
continually brings springtime and summer anew in your spiritual life, so that the field 
turns green, blossoms, and gives fruit? What is it that supports your hope, so that you 
expect eternal life and eternal victory for God’s Church? It is the Word, God’s Word. O give 



room to deceitful thoughts no more; the Lord has thought glorious thoughts and spoken 
glorious promises to us. Let everything fall; let the world with everything in it pass away. It 
has pleased our God that joy and peace and jubilation finally shall fill the whole earth; 
nature shall be renewed, and the name of Jesus with the sign of the cross shall shine 
through all and fill all with eternal bliss. God’s Word shall have success!  

O let our faith and our hope be firmly established in Your Word, our God. You know how 
poorly we think; help us to conquer all our own thoughts with Your thoughts, Your 
thoughts of love and mercy, which we find in Your Word. Amen. 

How blest are they who hear God’s Word,  
And keep and heed what they have heard! 
They daily grow in wisdom. 
Their light shines brighter day by day,  
And while they tread life’s weary way,  
They have the oil of gladness  
To soothe their pain and sadness. 

God’s Word a treasure is to me,  
Through sorrow’s night my sun shall be, 
The shield of faith in battle. 
The Father’s hand hath written there  
My title as His child and heir,  
“The kingdom’s thine forever.”  
That promise faileth never. 

Today I was my Savior’s guest,  
My soul was here so richly blest,  
The bread of life receiving.  
O may thereby my faith prevail,  
So that its fruit shall never fail  
Till my account is given  
Before the throne in heaven! 

Brun: L 87 ELH 586 tr. O. H. Smeby; tune: Om Himmeriges Rige 

113. Sexagesima – Thursday 
Lord, plant the seed of life in our hearts. Amen. 

1 Peter 1:22–25 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in 
sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, having been born 
again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and 
abides forever, because “All flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of the 
grass. The grass withers, and its flower falls away, but the word of the Lord endures forever.” 
Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you. 

You who have been born again and have been made partakers of the divine nature, 
have become what you are by the Word of God. For the Word is the vehicle for the 
incorruptible seed and eternal life in our hearts. Luther says of this: “The Word is a 

divine and eternal power.” The voice or sound soon disappears, but the substance remains, 
namely, the very truth that is contained in the voice. When I put a cup to my mouth, I 
indeed drink the wine, but I don’t shove the cup down my throat. So also is the Word which 
brings us the voice; it enters the hearts and is and remains alive, while the sound fades and 
dies. Therefore it is indeed a divine power; yes, it is God Himself. For so He says to Moses: 
“I will be with your mouth” (Exodus 4:12); and in Psalm 81:10: “Open your mouth wide, and 
I will fill it,” I will be there and speak. So the seed is the Lord God Himself.  

“This is the Word which is proclaimed to you by the Gospel.” You do not need to open 
your eyes wide and ask where you are to find the Word; you have it nearer than you know; 



it is the Word which we preach. Indeed it doesn’t take long to speak it and hear it, but when 
it enters the heart, it cannot die or pass away nor let you die. As long as you rely upon it, 
that’s how long it sustains you. When I hear that Jesus Christ has died, that my sin is 
taken away, and heaven is given to me, then I hear the Gospel. This truth no one can 
annul: hell can do nothing against it, and even if I were in the devil’s jaws, but the Word 
could reach me, then I must be delivered and be where the Word remains. Therefore he 
rightly says: “You shall not look for any other word than that which we preach” [Gal 1:8-9]. 

Because the holy seed of God, which is love, has entered you by the Word and lives in 
you, you should cleanse yourselves by obedience to the truth, by chaste and fervent 
brotherly love, by which the world shall know that you have not heard the Word in vain, 
but truly are born of God. 

We thank You, dear gracious God, for the most excellent gift of the Word. Let it 
accomplish its purpose in us all; let us receive its life-giving power and live it in holy 
brotherly love. Amen. 

Precious Jesus, I beseech Thee:  
May Thy words take root in me;  
May this gift from heav’n enrich me,  
So that I bear fruit for Thee;  
Take them never from my heart  
Till I see Thee as Thou art,  
When in heav’nly bliss and glory  
I shall see Thee and adore Thee. 

All the world is full of sorrow;  
Dearest Jesus, hear Thou me:  
Come what may today, tomorrow,  
May I firmly stand with Thee  
On Thy Word’s unfalt’ring ground;  
And when death’s dread call shall sound,  
I shall sing in its dark mazes  
To Thy name my grateful praises.  

Anna Sophia: Speak, O Lord, Thy servant heareth L 23:4-5 ELH 230:4 and LHy 260:5 tr. G. A. T. Rygh;  
tune: Werde munter 

114. Sexagesima – Friday 
God the Holy Spirit, enlighten me with Your gifts. Amen. 

Isaiah 53:1–5 Who has believed our report? and to whom has the arm of the LORD been 
revealed? For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of dry ground. 
He has no form or comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should 
desire Him. He is despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 
And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 
Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, 
smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised 
for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are 
healed. 

What God has done for us is so miraculous that no one by his own reason or strength 
can believe it.  Faith itself where it arises in the heart is a divine miracle of the 4

Word. For Christ’s outward form and His Church with the Means of Grace look 

 Luther’s Small Catechism: Explanation of the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed.4



completely unimpressive and don’t attract the physical eye. Poor and lowly is Jesus in His 
birth, so that He is not at all like a king who is to rule over the whole earth, and it seems 
impossible that He can be God’s only-begotten Son. He is despised and rejected, smitten 
and afflicted in His life, yes, covered with shame and full of pain to such a degree that the 
haughty loathe Him, and the compassionate cannot bear to look at Him. This is what God 
does with His own Son for our sake! We deserved it, but He suffers it. We had always 
thought that only those who deserve punishment are smitten by God; but the Son is 
innocent and yet is punished. O wonder of God’s mercy toward us! Wonder of divine 
righteousness: He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; 
the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.  

That’s what the Gospel announces. You and I who deserved eternal shame and suffering 
will for His sake receive eternal honor and salvation. For the shame and the suffering has 
already been endured; the devil can never nullify it because God has done it. God has 
decreed that my shame is the Son’s, and His honor is mine; my sin and punishment is His, 
and His righteousness mine. This is God’s righteous decision. But who has believed it? It is 
incomprehensible to reason. As right and correct as this is because God has done it, this 
truth seems so impossible to darkened reason. Faith alone grasps it. But for faith it is 
confirmed as the highest love and eternal truth, as the brightest, greatest, most beautiful 
and most glorious thing that has been revealed or can be revealed to us; and the angels 
agree with this for it is their desire to look into them [1Pe 1:12].  

We thank You for the eternal, irrefutable plan of Your mercy, we thank You for the 
Word concerning it, and we thank You for kindling faith in our soul. Guard and increase it; 
grant us grace to delve ever deeper into the truth and to stand immovably steadfast on the 
rock of Your righteousness, so that our cure grows into perfect holiness. Amen. 

He sweetly said, “Hold fast by Me,  
I am thy Rock and Castle,  
Thy Ransom I Myself will be,  
For thee I strive and wrestle:  
For I am with thee, I am thine,  
And evermore thou shalt be Mine,  
The foe shall not divide us.” 

The foe shall shed My precious blood,  
Me of My life bereaving.  
All this I suffer for thy good;  
Be steadfast and believing.  
Life shall from death the victory win,  
My innocence shall bear thy sin,  
So art thou blest forever.  

Now to My Father I depart  
From earth to heav’n ascending,  
Thence heavenly wisdom to impart,  
The Holy Spirit sending:  
He shall in trouble comfort thee,  
Teach thee to know and follow Me,  
And to the truth conduct thee.  

Luther: Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice L 9:8-10 ELH 378:7-9 tr. R. Massie, alt.; tune: Nun freut euch 

115. Sexagesima – Saturday 
Psalm 119:64–72 The earth, O LORD, is full of Your mercy; Teach me Your statutes. You 
have dealt well with Your servant, O LORD, according to Your word. Teach me good judgment 



and knowledge, For I believe Your commandments. Before I was afflicted I went astray, But 
now I keep Your word. You are good, and do good; Teach me Your statutes. The proud have 
forged a lie against me, But I will keep Your precepts with my whole heart. Their heart is as 
fat as grease, But I delight in Your law. It is good for me that I have been afflicted, That I 
may learn Your statutes. The law of Your mouth is better to me Than thousands of shekels of 
gold and silver. 

The proud mind darkens the eye so that it does not see God’s glory; but the meek soul 
is open to receive the heavenly light. It is good that the Lord humbles us by many 
tribulations and shows us that we understand nothing and can do nothing without 

His Spirit. The earth is full of His mercy, full of miracles of His grace, but we see none of 
them unless the Spirit anoints our eyes; and this is done through the Word. His works in 
nature are wonderful and altogether pure mercy. If only we saw the pure beauty, grandeur, 
and grace in them! All the time we walk into the buildings of the great masters, the most 
glorious cathedrals, where the architecture is perfect, where everywhere we find new rows 
of pillars with fine capitals and arches; but do we see it? What do we see of the splendors of 
the cathedral at Cologne [Germany] on a pitch-dark night? The Word is the sun; the Lord’s 
works must be seen in the light of the Gospel, and only meek hearts walk in the light.  

But most gloriously God’s mercy shines in His spiritual temple: the Christian Church. 
In this temple God’s manifold wisdom is revealed before principalities and powers in the 
heavenly places. By His Word God creates the new man and joins the saints together, 
teaches them His heavenly order and sanctifies their gifts, so that they care for one another 
and serve one another. He turns the heart, humbles it, and melts it in tribulations. He 
stamps His image on it by the Word, and He lets each one’s special traits unfold, but so that 
we work together with the others and fill our place in the Church. If our body’s members 
and limbs are distinct and fine and work so beautifully together, what do you think then of 
the members of the Bride of Christ, the Holy Church! We walk among such wonders, and 
the light of the Word shines upon them before our eyes. Do we see anything of the Lord’s 
glorious mercy? If not, it is because of the arrogance of our mind.  

Lord, You have begun to open my eyes; I pray You humbly, teach me to walk in Your 
ways, so that You may show me Your wonders. Teach me to fear You and keep Your Word, 
so that You can reveal Your glory to me and show me the wondrous things in Your law [Psa 
119:18]. Amen.  

O God, so rich in grace, do send 
Thy Holy Spirit now to bend 
Our ears and hearts that they attend, 
And bring our souls to blessed end. 

Bright may our life with true faith glow, 
And daily with the Savior grow; 
The light of holy love make flow  
That we as friends of Christ may show. 

Grant by Thy Spirit, Lord so dear, 
That we may ever be Thee near, 
In friendship, love, and holy cheer, 
Till we in glory shall appear. 

Huber (Humbert): O Gud, af Naade rig og stor L 22 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Herr Jesu Christ, dich (ELH 50);  
alternate hymn: How shall the young secure their hearts ELH 176:5 


