
124. Lent 1 – I 
Lord, Lord, lead us into the mighty fortress of Your Word. Amen. 

Matthew 4:1–11 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. 
Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God, command that these 
stones become bread.” But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took Him up 
into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, “If You are the Son 
of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge concerning 
you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone.’” 
Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’” Again, the 
devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their glory. And he said to Him, “All these things I will give You if You will fall 
down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 
‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’” Then the devil left 
Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him. 

As soon as Jesus was baptized to be our Savior, the devil tried to make Him fall. So 
begins the struggle to determine to whom we belong. God’s Son could not fall, but in 
the haze of temptation this knowledge is hidden from Him, and He fights and wins 

the victory simply with Scripture. 
The Savior was to be tempted. It is a wonder of God’s power and grace, that He was truly tempted 

and defended His perfect purity and obedience only by the power of Scripture. Here by faith we hold to 
what our frail reason can never reconcile: that the devil was truly permitted to entice and lure Jesus, yet he 
was not able to kindle in Him even the least evil inclination. 

Through the powerful drive of hunger the tempter tried to find a way into His pure human nature and 
rushed in against Him with all kinds of thoughts of doubt and defiance: “Are You God’s Son? Is this the 
Father’s way? Isn’t the wilderness supposed to blossom around You? (Isaiah 35:1). Should God’s Son 
hunger and thirst? (Isaiah 49:10). Show all the spirits that God is with His Only-begotten and has given 
His glory to mankind!” But the Lord wants to atone for our sins also by His hunger, and He wins the 
victory with Scripture.

In the second temptation, in which the devil also uses God’s Word, of course in his own way, he looks 
for a way into the Lord’s heart in His holy desire to glorify His Father. “Reveal Yourself to Jerusalem. 
This passage should also be fulfilled in You, that the angels will bear You up. Then You shall immediately 
sit on the throne of David, and Israel shall praise God.” Such thoughts lay siege to His soul, and the 
deceiver uses all his bewitching skill to lure Him by Scripture away from Scripture. But Scripture 
interprets Scripture, so He wins the victory and continues on His way of humiliation. 

Then the wicked devil tries to make a snare for the Lord out of His deep, loving desire for salvation, 
to rule over all creation. Suddenly all the kingdoms and powers of the world stand before His eyes, and 
the tempter says: “I have the right to all of this, since mankind obeyed me. I will give it to You; just bow 
down, and all this is Yours!” Awfully bold and cunning is the devil! This offer seems to give Jesus 
everything, but in reality it would place Him and everything under the devil’s dominion. But see how the 
deceiver offends against Scripture, and how he always must lose against it. “Away with you, Satan! For it 
is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’” — So Jesus continues 
in His obedience, suffering, and fear of God.

Adam was tempted and fell. He abandoned God’s Word, believed the deceiver, and was caught in 
unbelief, fleshly desire, and pride. In him we all fell and came under the power of the devil. Christ holds 
to God’s Word, remains in faith, truth, and holiness, and frees us again from the devil. He fought for us 
and He won. His victory is your victory if you believe in Him, because He has also won power and grace 
for you. Not the devil, but Jesus is your Lord. Of course, you will be tempted too, and for that very reason 



you should clothe yourself in Christ’s power, His faith, obedience, and self-denial. Every child of God is 
led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. There he attacks you with grievous doubts 
about God’s goodness and fatherly concern, doubts about your predestination, your election as a child of 
God, and your state of grace. And then he lays at your feet the snares of unrighteousness, covetousness, 
and greed. You are tempted to strive for vain glory, to go your self-chosen way rather than promoting the 
work of God, to buy false spiritual hope at the cost of the truth, and he prepares for the child of God all 
the pitfalls and all the decoys one can name. But in all these things he wants to turn your heart away from 
the Word in security or in doubt, “in misbelief, despair, and other shameful sin and vice.”  1

In Jesus’ soul the tempter has nothing to hold on to, and no impure desire touches the holy One, 
though His struggle with temptation was more severe than any of us imagines. But the tempter finds so 
much in us to hold on to! And yet, dear troubled friend, he shall be put to shame; he is defeated! You will 
be tempted, but you shall also win the victory. He who won the victory for you shall win the victory in 
you; you shall stand by Scripture. You will be sorely tempted to abandon Scripture, but you receive grace 
to stay with it and continue in faith and patience on the way of temptation with our Lord Jesus. As long as 
you are on earth, the devil will never stop tempting you to pride and unbelief, to disobedience and to false 
Christianity which revels in the pleasures of this world, never as long as you live in the flesh will you be 
completely free of these bad things, but never will God’s Spirit stop teaching you humility, patience of 
faith, and joy in suffering. 

Thank You for Your Temptation and Your Victory, Lord Jesus! — Spare us, O God, from the tempter, 
for we are so weak. But when we must be tempted, give us victory, and let us remain conquerors for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Satan shall in dust be trodden; 
Anxious hearts again shall gladden, 
Singing to the Lord His praise! 
Though much strife on earth awaits me 
Ere I raise my palms in vict’ry, 
Still my songs to God I raise. 

When the tempter would secure me 
With deceit and lie allure me, 
So that I to death would fall— 
Help, O help me, dearest Savior, 
Lest in weakness I should waver,  
Help me still to conquer all. 

Let my tongue and heart be bounding 
And Thy word of vict’ry sounding; 
Say to Satan: Hence with thee! 
Angels from Thy kingdom sending,  
In my hour of deep descending 
Let them minister to me! 

Franzen: Satan skal i Støvet trædes L 269 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Alles ist an Gottes Segen (ELH 411);  
alternate hymn: Fight the good fight ELH 249 

125. Lent 1 – II 
Lord, our God, let the power of Your grace be shown among us  

in all kinds of heavenly virtues. Amen.  

2 Corinthians 6:1–10 We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to 
receive the grace of God in vain. For He says: “In an acceptable time I have heard you, and in 

 Luther’s Small Catechism, Lord’s Prayer, Explanation of the Sixth Petition.1



the day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation. We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed. But in 
all things we commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations, in 
needs, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in 
fastings; by purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by 
sincere love, by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of righteousness on the 
right hand and on the left, by honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report; as 
deceivers, and yet true; as unknown, and yet well-known; as dying, and behold we live; as 
chastened, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many 
rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. 

Christ’s suffering and Christ’s patience we see clearly in the lives of the Apostles. 
Tribulations, danger, fears, and beating, the work and watching and fasting, the 
disrespect and wicked rumors, misjudgments, poverty, pain, and death—these were 

Jesus’ lot, and these we find again among His Apostles.  
But do pain and sufferings belong only to the Lord’s saints? No, “indeed one sees suffering 

everywhere on earth, but the depth of Jesus’ suffering is seen nowhere else, except that among His 
servants we have a reflection of it.” Patience, purity, long-suffering, kindness, boundless love, and the 
like, that is the manner of Jesus’ suffering, His holy battle plan. In everything serving, self-sacrificing 
love; in everything the same spirit, the same picture before His eyes: our best, our salvation. And the same 
is true of the Apostles, in imitation of His holy pattern. How enlightening, but must we not also say: What 
an embarrassing picture for us! To be sure, we are not called to be apostles, but all Christians are called to 
be Christ’s servants, and Paul cries out to us: “Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ” [1Co 11:1]. 

O all too many who are called Christians have “received the grace of God in vain.” “They received 
God’s grace” — and yet “in vain!” What a remarkable and important statement! All too many since then 
have accepted an offer from the tempter! Or are we mistaken? Are there perhaps many who walk in 
Christ’s footsteps with the Apostles? O how few are they of whom this passage speaks: “by the word of 
truth, by the power of God, by the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the left.” But we must 
be armed in this way if we are to stand against the devil’s wily onslaught. In this way we must be armed. 
Indeed we shall lose otherwise! What would the result be, then? So for Jesus’ sake, put on His armor, 
soldiers of the Lord!

Lord God, make us true Christians, and let Your power be perfected in us. O let it be seen in all we do 
that we are Your disciples. Let all the world know that You have a holy people on earth, who can work 
and suffer and conquer by Your power. Teach us also to “drink from the brook and lift up our head” [Psa 
110:7]. Amen.

And in thy sure hope stand true! 
Trust thou firmly in God’s Word! 
Is thy cry in trouble heard, 
Comes He not to help thee through? 
Hope thou in Him firmly yet! 
For the Lord doth not forget, 
Even now is help proclaimed; 
Hope can never make ashamed. 

Go then forward! Steadfast be 
In faith, love, hope, forever! 
Lord, I hear, I will never 
Leave my God, who leaves not me. 
He’s my soul’s rejoicing still, 
Griefs no more my joy can kill. 
Reach forth Thy hand, God, my Friend; 
Make me faithful to the end! 



Praetorius: Be thou faithful to the end L 270:6-7 tr. A. Warner, alt. (Hymns of the Church Militant);  
tune: Salzburg (ELH 172); alternate hymn: O for a faith that will not shrink ELH 364:5-6 

126. Lent 1 – Monday 
The Lord of truth is a shield and armor. [Psa 91:4] 

Mark 14:26–31 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
Then Jesus said to them, “All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this night, for it 
is written: ‘I will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ But after I have been 
raised, I will go before you to Galilee.” But Peter said to Him, “Even if all are made to 
stumble, yet I will not be.” And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you that today, even 
this night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times.” But he spoke more 
vehemently, “If I have to die with You, I will not deny You!” And they all said likewise. 

Satan wanted to sift them like wheat [Luk 22:31], but the Lord prayed for them that their 
faith should not fail. He Himself was strengthened by Scripture and thereby He was 
their strength. The word of the prophet: “Strike the Shepherd, and the sheep will be 

scattered” (Zechariah 13:7), shines before the Lord like a star in the night. It must happen 
this way: He is captured, and the disciples are made to stumble. This is the hard way, but 
right way He should walk for the world’s salvation. With these prophetic words the Lord 
here puts the devil to shame. He wants to sift Peter and the others, that they might fall and 
succumb, but he is allowed to sift them only so that they may be cleansed. For Jesus not 
only dies, but rises again and gathers them again, and this He can tell them even now by 
comfort of the Scriptures, so they are strengthened and keep the spark of faith during the 
hard trial.  

Indeed both Peter and the others are completely incapable of defending themselves against Satan! 
Peter loved the Lord and knew with his own heart that he had this love. But he did not know how 
deceitful his heart was, and how dangerous was the carnal security which he had in his own love. Nor did 
he know what hard times the Lord would face and what sifting by Satan he himself would face. “If I have 
to die with You, I will not deny You!” he said. Peter, how little you know what the Lord would face! Die 
with Him? Enter into that death which He would taste? No, no one should, no one could. Not even Peter 
after Pentecost could do it, much less Peter as he was here! But did he speak in lying and rashness? Far 
from it! He meant it with complete sincerity. But in the most compelling way his example warns us 
against all self-confidence and admonishes us most seriously to handle things with fear and trembling and 
to put all our trust only in the Lord’s gracious care. 

No one can stand by his own power in any temptation. If the Lord does not hold us up, we sink 
straightaway into unbelief and denial. But His faithfulness is inexpressibly great. In the midst of His 
dying agony and deepest distress He holds His hand over His self-willed disciples and shields them. My 
enemies “pushed me violently, that I might fall, but the LORD helped me. The LORD is my strength and 
song, and He has become my salvation… The right hand of the LORD is exalted; The right hand of the 
LORD does valiantly” (Psalm 118:13.14.16). 

O Lord Jesus! Let me always be found among Your own, and strengthen me, so that I never again 
deny You out of shame or fear or unbelief. Amen.

O watch and pray, My soul, the way  
Of safety lies before thee;  
Lest thou shouldst be led astray,  
And the foe come o’er thee. 

Use thou the Word Of God, thy Lord;  
All else is unavailing;  
Every thought and passion guard  
With this shield unfailing. 



O make thy choice The Spirit’s voice  
When He comes to remind thee;  
Then shall peace thine heart rejoice,  
Satan get behind thee. 

Brorson: L 268:1-3 ELH 516:1-3 tr. G. A. T. Rygh; tune: O Traurigkeit 

127. Lent 1 – Tuesday 
“And for their sakes I sanctify Myself,  

that they also may be sanctified by the truth.” [Joh 17:19] 

John 18:1–2; Mark 14:32–34 When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His 
disciples over the Brook Kidron, where there was a garden, which He and His disciples 
entered. And Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place; for Jesus often met there with 
His disciples. … Then they came to a place which was named Gethsemane; and He said to 
His disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” And He took Peter, James, and John with Him, and He 
began to be troubled and deeply distressed. Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly 
sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch.” 

They came to “Gethsemane.” The name means “Oil press” and here is He who “trod the 
winepress alone” (Isaiah 63:3). The disciples were to stay at the entrance of the 
garden. Only three were to go farther with Him into Gethsemane: Peter, who 

considers himself more willing than the others to die with Him, and the sons of Zebedee, 
who had said that they could drink the cup that He should drink (Mark 14:31; 10:38-39). 
But when the Father wanted to leave Him alone and let the awful storms come over Him, 
then none, not even one of these three, should or could follow there. He was to be without 
comfort and without help. He was to suffer alone the pain of death for the whole world: 
condemnation in our place. He and He alone was to taste death for us all. And now the time 
has come, now Satan had permission to advance against Him with all the terror of the 
prince of death and hell. Then He began to be troubled and deeply distressed. Just as in the 
last judgment the ungodly shall tremble comfortless and in unspeakable torment shudder 
at what comes from the lips of the Judge, and then enter their endless condemnation, that’s 
what the trembling Savior felt now. Only in the day of the Last Judgment will it be 
revealed to us what Jesus suffered in Gethsemane. Battling with the terrors of hell and 
death His troubled soul was distressed in silence and He sustained Himself with the psalms 
that echoed His painful lament: “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death” (Psalm 
22:15; 40:13).  

It is my death and yours He feels. It is the sin of the world which presses Him down to the ground. 
God’s only-begotten Son, the holy and righteous One, lies here in the dust with tears and crying and 
feeling no comfort. In unutterably agonizing terror, in all kinds of unutterable pain of death He writhes 
like a worm on the ground. “He was bruised for our iniquities” [Isa 53:5]. The Father now delivers His Son 
to condemnation in our place, so the prince of hell may do to Him according to what he wishes and 
according to what we deserve. It is the death of fallen, ungodly, lost, and condemned mankind, the death 
of all sinners, that comes upon this pure Lamb. O how His heart is spent with sorrow, how His soul is 
terrorized, when He alone must descend into the deepest pains of hell’s eternal condemnation! 

Lord Jesus, what shall I say? I have no words; I have no heart that is worthy of You. But You shall be 
greatly praised in all eternity also by me, whom You redeemed so dearly. Amen.



Over Kedron Jesus treadeth  
To His passion for us all;  
Every human eye be weeping,  
Tears of bitter grief let fall!  
Round His spirit flock the foes,  
Place their shafts and bend their bows,  
Aiming at the Savior solely,  
While the world forsakes Him wholly.  

All of Jesus’ limbs are quaking  
As sins’ burden hard doth press  
See the God-Man ever shaking  
Death doth bring to life distress  
Jesus’ lifeblood forth doth pour  
And His heart aches more and more  
Shooting forth with blood-streams narrow  
From ten thousand poisoned arrows.  

Kingo L 317:1.4 ELH 295:1 tr. J. Jeffry and DeGarmeaux; tune: Over Kedron 

128. Lent 1 – Wednesday 
Wake us, Lord Jesus! Wake us, and keep us awake with You! Amen. 

Matthew 26:39–46 He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My 
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” 
Then He came to the disciples and found them asleep, and said to Peter, “What, could you 
not watch with Me one hour? Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” He went away again a second time and prayed, 
saying, “O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be 
done.” And He came and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy. So He left them, 
went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. Then He came to His 
disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, 
and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going. See, he 
who betrays Me is at hand.” 

When the Old Testament High Priest was to carry the blood of atonement into the 
Most Holy Place, he enshrouded himself with incense, kindled with fire from the 
altar in the Holy Place. So Christ, our High Priest, did the same in Gethsemane 

[with the incense of prayer]. — Man is unwilling to die, and here is everything that is called 
death. Death and condemnation confront Jesus everywhere. His pure nature had to tremble 
at the pains of death and hell, and this He expresses in prayer: “O My Father, if it is 
possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” So frightful 
is the baptism with which He was to be baptized that even He, the only Chosen One, our 
Immanuel, sweats drops of blood in dread of it. O sin and hell, how frightening you are! The 
Lord expresses to the Father exactly what He feels. He is anxiously afraid of death; that is 
part of His suffering atonement. That He had to endure, and then He must pray just as He 
does: “If it is possible that the world can be saved some other way, then let it happen, take 
this cup from Me. Father, if you can give Me the world’s sin, which is now My sin, without 
My having to die for it, then let it happen!”  

But even here, in the most difficult affliction, His human will submits to the Father’s will in deepest, 
fullest obedience. O what a perfect High Priest we have, but what a hard battle He endures for us! He 
prayed “with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and was heard 
because of His godly fear” (Hebrews 5:7). Was the cup taken from Him? No, His righteousness must 
fulfill the requirements. But we see from these words of the Holy Spirit in Hebrews what we also hear in 
the Lord’s own words: His prayer beginning to end is about the Father’s will. That remains clear to Him. 



Out of the terrible struggle, out of the bloody sweat and baptism of agony, out of the haze of death, He 
emerges again and sees clearly that the cup is given to Him by the Father. The angel shows Him this truth 
— and then the victory is won. The quiet Lamb goes to His death like a strong lion, with willingness and 
perfect patience. 

But what shall I say? How incredibly great is the love with which He loves us! How infinitely high is 
the price with which He bought us! Can you hear what happens in Gethsemane, and still despise His 
grace? World, you are bewitched by Satan, — but I adore You, Lord Jesus, and I thank You for Your 
agony and bloody sweat, and Your victory over the devil here and everywhere. I thank You for Your 
fervent offering of prayer, and I will patiently fight, quietly suffer, and deny all my own will for Your 
sake! Grant me grace for this; grant me grace, Lord Jesus. Amen.

See how, anguish-struck, He falleth  
Prostrate, and with struggling breath,  
Three times on His God He calleth,  
Praying that the bitter death  
And the cup of doom may go,  
Still He cries, in all His woe:  
“Not My will, but Thine, O Father!”  
And the angels round Him gather. 

See how, in that hour of darkness,  
Battling with the evil power,  
Agonies untold assail Him,  
On His soul the arrows shower;  
All the garden flowers are wet  
With the drops of bloody sweat,  
From His anguished frame distilling—  
World’s redemption thus fulfilling! 

But, O flowers, so sadly watered 
By this pure and precious dew, 
In some blessed hour your blossoms 
’Neath the olive-shadows grew! 
Eden’s garden did not bear 
Aught that can with you compare, 
For the blood, thus freely given, 
Makes my soul the heir of heaven. 

Kingo: Over Kedron L 317:5.6.8 ELH 295:4-6 tr. J. Jeffrey and DeGarmeaux; tune: Over Kedron 

129. Lent 1 – Thursday 
God, keep our eyes awake! Amen. 

Matthew 26:45–48 Then He came to His disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping 
and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going. See, he who betrays Me is at hand.” And while He was 
still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, with a great multitude with swords and 
clubs, came from the chief priests and elders of the people. Now His betrayer had given them 
a sign, saying, “Whomever I kiss, He is the One; seize Him.” 

The disciples could not keep themselves awake; the weight of a wondrous sleep had 
come over them. Can’t even Peter watch then? Not watch one hour with the Lord? O! 
O Peter, who wanted to give his life for Him, cannot sacrifice one hour of sleep for 

Him!  
“Are you still sleeping?” the Lord says. The hour is now here that the Shepherd shall be slain and the 

sheep scattered. Now the hour of trial breaks in upon you. Yes, they did not let Him waken them; they 



sleep far from Him in His fervent loving concern for them, in His intense battle and anguish of death for 
their sake. So then another has to wake them. 

When we too, who now believe in the Lord Jesus, are so sleepy that His love and suffering and the 
faithful work of His Spirit in our hearts cannot keep us awake, then He must let the tempter come upon 
us, so that we either wake to the call or remain lying about like driftwood after the storm. 

Judas watched while the others slept! What a stirring lesson! See, there he comes! He should have 
been a leader in the army of light and should have gone against the devil. Now he is a leader for Satan’s 
mob, who come to arrest Christ. Such disciples Jesus has! How the devil could mock Him because of this, 
could grieve and mistreat Him because of His seemingly misguided love for His betrayer, because He was 
so zealous for light and truth and the glory of God! Yet the Good Shepherd doesn’t break His staff beating 
His flock. Yes, Judas could have found mercy later, if he had truly repented. And because the Lord is so 
long-suffering and faithful, He rescued all the disciples except the son of perdition, and He has rescued 
thousands and millions from the power of the sneering enemy, though we all are so miserably sleepy. We 
need this kind of Savior, One who would suffer all this for us and bear with us and pray for us, when we 
are offended because of Him. Such a Savior we need, and such a Savior we have! Praise be to God!

But by Your own grace, Lord Jesus, and by Your Spirit’s power, which reigns in Your Church since 
the day of Pentecost, we will watch and have the victory over the devil. Lord, by Your grace, by that 
alone. — You shall never let us slip out of Your eye and hand. This we believe and we know, and that is 
our strength and joy. Amen.

These disciples should have heeded  
Three times only to Thy call  
But ten thousand times I’ve needed  
Thy strong warning more than all!  
I lie here so blind and cold,  
Sleeping deep in passions old,  
Ne’er to wake and hear and greet Thee  
When Thy Spirit comes to meet me.  

Wake me now and let me never  
Into death’s dread sleep retreat  
All my selfish bonds then sever,  
Friend of souls, O Jesus sweet.  
Let my eye look steadfastly  
On Thy pain and woe for me;  
Let me in the dark of dying  
Only be on Thee relying.  

Kingo: Sover I, hvor kan I sove? L 318:6-7 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Freu dich sehr (ELH 256);  
alternate hymn: Rise, my soul, to watch and pray ELH 253 

130. Lent 1 – Friday 
Show us, Lord Jesus, Your love and Your power. Amen. 

John 18:4–9 When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His disciples over the 
Brook Kidron, where there was a garden, which He and His disciples entered. And Judas, 
who betrayed Him, also knew the place; for Jesus often met there with His disciples. Then 
Judas, having received a detachment of troops, and officers from the chief priests and 
Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons. Jesus therefore, knowing all 
things that would come upon Him, went forward and said to them, “Whom are you seeking?” 
They answered Him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am He.” And Judas, who 
betrayed Him, also stood with them. Then—when He said to them, “I am He,”—they drew 
back and fell to the ground. Then He asked them again, “Whom are you seeking?” And they 



said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I have told you that I am He. Therefore, if you 
seek Me, let these go their way,” that the saying might be fulfilled which He spoke, “Of those 
whom You gave Me I have lost none.” 

“No one takes my life from Me, but I lay it down of Myself,” the Lord said (John 
10:18). Of His own free will He went to His death; otherwise no power in the 
world could have led Him to it. Only the Father’s will, only the plan of grace and 

eternal love for our salvation by His death drove Him, only His infinite mercy toward us is 
the power that led the Lamb of God to slaughter. If He had gone to His Passion reluctantly, 
with repugnance and aversion, which the devil continually and horribly tempted Him to do 
in Gethsemane, then He could not have paid for the guilt of our sin.  

One word from Him, “I am He,” throws the armed mob to the ground. He thereby shows us that He 
willingly let Himself be bound. But thus He also gives a penitential sermon to Judas and the others, for 
Jesus can do nothing other than lovingly call all who come near Him. Are they still determined to lay their 
hands on Him to bind Him? Must their hearts not be struck by His greatness, so that they repent, just as 
those earlier servants who were sent to arrest Him (John 7:46)? No. The hour of darkness has come, and 
Satan will now use these men to put God’s Son in chains. Miserable womb that bore you! 

And now the Lord uses His power only to save His disciples: “Therefore, if you seek Me, let these go 
their way.” In these words He gives them a letter of safe conduct which the enemies must obey. What 
would have happened to the poor disciples if they too were now imprisoned and led to death? O what a 
strong and faithful Lord Jesus is! He Himself lays down His life, so that we shall live, and He cares for us 
the whole time, during the most hopeless circumstances, so He does not lose one of those the Father had 
given Him. Keep this in your heart, and remember it when you are being tempted. His power and love and 
faithfulness are with you to save you. Believe in Him! 

We heartily thank You, precious Lord Jesus, that You cover us with Your wings. Save us by Your 
death, and defend us with Your almighty Word. Give us the light and gifts of Your Holy Spirit, so that we 
may believe in You, follow You, and suffer and die with You. Amen.

Behold how Jesus fareth 
Unto the place of death; 
Himself He now prepareth 
For such a mournful path. 

He sees with God’s own vision  
His capture, cross, and death. 
He, only, knows the reasons, 
The purpose of such wrath. 

In willing mind we find Him  
His enemies to spite; 
He knows that they shall bind Him, 
Yet vict’ry is in sight. 

His coming is so humble 
Upon a lowly beast, 
Yet He shall never stumble 
When Satan is released. 

’Tis He who comes to loose us 
From bondage to our sin; 
’Tis He who then will soothe us 
And comfort souls within. 



’Tis He who joy now bringeth,  
To Salem biddeth peace; 
To Zion’s daughter singeth: 
“Now in thy Lord rejoice.” 

’Tis He who thee embraceth  
With tender loving care; 
’Tis He who vict’ry graceth 
With bloody sweat so rare. 

’Tis He who now is wearing 
A crown of thorns for thee 
’Tis He the name is bearing 
Of Lord eternally. 

Kingo: Se hvor nu Jesus træder L 300:2.3.5.7.8 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: O Jesus, for din Pine (LHy 479);  
alternate hymn: A Lamb goes uncomplaining forth ELH 331 

131. Lent 1 – Saturday 
Patient Lamb of God, grant us to be of like mind with You. Amen. 

Matthew 26:49–54 Then immediately he went up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and 
kissed Him. And Jesus said to him, “Friend, why have you come?” Then they came and laid 
hands on Jesus and took Him. And suddenly, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out 
his hand and drew his sword, struck the servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear. Then 
Jesus said to him, “Put your sword in its place, for all who take the sword will perish by the 
sword. Or do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me with 
more than twelve legions of angels? How then could the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must 
happen thus?” 

Let us remember this: Jesus was betrayed with a kiss, the expression and sign of love, 
of close friendship and mutual respect. The betrayer stood that close to Him. “But it 
was you, a man my equal, my companion and my acquaintance. We took sweet 

counsel together, and walked to the house of God in the throng” (Psalm 55:13-14). The devil 
entered Judas and he kisses Jesus. The Lord accepts the kiss. Could He have been more 
deeply humbled? Could He have shown more meekness? What is more, after the kiss He 
still speaks words of mercy to Judas: “Friend, why have you come? Judas, are you betraying 
the Son of Man with a kiss?” His words are not hypocrisy or bitterness. He still wants to 
rescue the unfortunate man. Jesus is betrayed with a kiss from His closest friend; that is 
truly diabolical. But the Lord accepted the kiss with such perfect meekness and love that 
the devil could not pour one drop of the poison of his wrath and deceit into His holy soul.  

The Son of Man thus suffers for falsehood and hypocritical faithfulness. Behold, that is divine, and 
that is incredible comfort and grace for us. It is done as atonement for all the lying and anger harbored in 
our poor hearts and with which our sinful lives are so filled. Now the devil shall never be able to accuse 
me because of my hypocritical heart or the falsehood which was found and to my shame still is found in 
my dealings. Now no one whom Satan has led into lying and faithlessness and deceit shall have to 
continue with such sins on his conscience, if he will simply confess them. But now none of us shall 
continue in such things any more, for Christ has freed us from the ways of the devil. Out into the light 
with everything! Lay your soul and your life before the Lord with all the inclination to lying you find in 
your flesh — and “the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin” [1Jo 1:7]. The devil must 
be put to shame with his most cunning masterpiece. God be praised!

Yes, we thank You, Lord Jesus, that You accepted Judas’ kiss. You have thereby given me an 
unspeakably great and sweet comfort. I fall down at Your feet and will gladly lie eternally at the foot of 
Your throne and thank You for all the bitterness You tasted for me and took away from me. Faithful 
Savior, give me the light and grace of Your Holy Spirit to believe in You. Amen.



Darkness covers ev’ry nation,  
Trial now is close at hand,  
Darkness battles with the sunshine;  
Jesus, taken by the band.  
Such a night was ne’er before!  
Heav’n itself has barred the door!  
Jesus, all our Light and Sunshine,  
Now doth bear the shame of nighttime.  

Judas the betrayer taketh  
Darkness’ weapon willingly  
And in league with Satan maketh  
All that in his heart did lie:  
He the rabble gathered here  
Bringing rogues and scoundrels near  
They shall serve his wicked purpose  
Even in the high priest’s service. 

Torch and lanterns now are burning  
Straight from Satan’s raging fire;  
Spear and cudgel all are yearning  
As they now are drunk with ire:  
Yet no torch nor club nor spear  
Captures Jesus even here,  
But a kiss, so dear in fashion,  
Now betrays Him to His Passion. 

Kingo: Mørket skjuler Jorderige L319:1-3 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Freu dich sehr (ELH 256);  
alternate hymn: Hail, Thou once-despised Jesus ELH 270:1


