
290. Trinity 6 – I 
Lord Jesus, explain Your Holy Word to us. Amen. 

Matthew 5:20–26 “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of 
heaven. You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder,’ and whoever 
murders will be in danger of the judgment. But I say to you that whoever is angry with his 
brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, 
‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of 
hell fire. Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother 
has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be 
reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. Agree with your adversary 
quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to the judge, the 
judge hand you over to the officer, and you are thrown into prison. Assuredly, I say to you, 
you will by no means get out of there till you have paid the last penny.” 

The righteousness of the Pharisees was an external righteousness. The better ones 
among them fulfilled the command of the Law, “as far as they were able,” and they 
thought then that they were righteous before God. The others called attention to 

themselves so that people saw them when they prayed on street corners, and they gave 
alms to gain earthly honor, but they robbed widows and orphans. Although the more 
sincere Pharisees were people who did much for God and were zealous for His approval, 
their righteousness amounted to nothing. For the Law of the Lord goes to the heart, so that 
only the person who is perfectly holy inside and outside can stand before its judgment. The 
Law of the Lord requires love from a pure heart, a good conscience, and a genuine faith. 
The least unkindness, even if it were simply a passing impulse, the least trace of selfishness 
or anger or other evil things, is enough to destroy all your righteousness: “For whoever 
shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all” [Jam 2:10]. Just 
one break destroys love’s string of pearls. The Law of the Lord is perfect, as the Lord 
Himself is, and life and conduct must be absolutely perfect in every detail, if the Law shall 
grant you righteousness that avails before God. 

But who is perfectly holy? Only one Person on earth can claim this: our Lord Jesus 
Christ. But He lives for us, and God reckons this for righteousness to everyone who believes 
in Him. For God’s Son did not have to keep the Law and suffer the punishment of 
transgression for Himself, yet He did it for us. When you believe, it is yours. This was 
decided by God from eternity and revealed on earth before the Law of Moses. The holy 
demand of the Law is satisfied, the works are done, nothing is left. Righteousness that is 
greater than that of the Pharisees is accomplished and given to you. If you believe this 
grace of God in Christ, then everything is in order and “you shall not come into judgment, 
but have passed from death into life” [Joh 5:24].  

So then Christ is my righteousness, — shall I then in my life and conduct throw God’s 
Law away? On the contrary! In this way the Law is once again written in your heart. Those 
who understand the final demand of the Law feel their unrighteousness, believe in Christ, 
and die to the Law, now find it possible to do what they never could when they were under 
the Law and thought they were righteous: they keep the Law, love God and their neighbor, 
and live a holy life. But this life, kindled in them, is still imperfect, because of the flesh. 
They are not able to stand before God, but they don’t have to, because by faith they are 
already children of God and heirs of heaven. Meanwhile they are sanctified thus to perfect 
purity on the day of Christ.  



“Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness My beauty are, my glorious dress;  Midst flaming 
worlds, in these arrayed, With joy shall I lift up my head” [ELH 432:1]. Grant us this grace by 
Your Holy Spirit, merciful God. Let this doctrine be life and truth in us. Amen. 

In Christ we’re free forever 
From threat’ning of the Law; 
To us He will deliver 
New hearts with wond’ring awe; 
His Spirit there’s effecting 
Love’s true and holy brand, 
And all our walk directing 
To heaven’s joyous land. 

His grace I will be praising, 
Sincerely till I die, 
In deeds I shall be tracing 
What God has done for me; 
And I will serve Him ever, 
For all the righteousness 
To me He does deliver, 
And glorious Bridal dress.  

Petersen: Hvor lystelig og yndig L 517:8-9 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Jeg raaber fast, O Herre (LHy 218); 
alternate hymn: Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness ELH 432 

291. Trinity 6 – II 
Lord, grant us grace through Your death and resurrection. Amen. 

Romans 6:3–11 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into 
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been united together in the likeness of His 
death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our 
old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we 
should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we 
died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having 
been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. For the 
death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 
Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

What a glorious teaching! What power for faith and sanctification! Learn this Epistle 
well; follow its teaching, then sin can never rule over you. You are righteous and 
alive and free and strong in Christ. Can sin hold Christ any more? Neither can it 

hold you who by Baptism are united with Him if you believe. “Since one died for all, then all 
have died. All believers in Christ have died, have been punished in Christ for their sins 
which are fully paid for in Christ. Their union with Him by faith makes them all partakers 
in His suffering and death. But if they are accounted like Him in death, so are they 
accounted in the resurrection. They already live a life of resurrection in faith. And as 
Christ’s glory shines in His resurrection, as by resurrection He was set free from all that 
men had inflicted upon Him and for which they condemned Him, as in the resurrection He 
was justified by God: so also all believers are justified from all sin by His resurrection, just 
as they all were punished in His death. A blessed exchange between us sinners and Him, 
our Substitute! It is a wonderful truth that never entered the thoughts of man, — a truth 
that no one ever shall comprehend or accept on his own, if God’s Spirit did not in His mercy 



enlighten us. It is the most firmly and clearly established doctrine that is given, and it 
gains no foothold among men! And yet the world and its wisdom are vanity compared to 
this truth, — and if this were not true, then what would there be? — This is our salvation: ‘I 
in them — and they in Me! I in them, all in all: wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
redemption!’ We are in Him: partakers of everything that He has” (Löhe). So, ponder this 
Epistle well now, word by word, and pray God’s Spirit to enlighten you. How happy we 
would be if we understood how to read this our letter of emancipation! Do it diligently, and 
you shall soon perceive glory in it and learn how you may have the light of the Holy Spirit.  

We pray You, merciful God, give us the grace of the Spirit to understand the Word, to 
believe it and follow it. Amen. 

Thou hast died for my transgression,  
All my sins on Thee were laid;  
Thou hast won for me salvation,  
On the cross my debt was paid;  
From the grave I shall arise,  
And shall meet Thee in the skies;  
Death itself is transitory,  
I shall lift my head in glory.  

Satan’s arrows all lie broken,  
Death and hell have met their doom;  
Christ, Thy rising is the token:  
Thou hast triumphed o’er the tomb;  
Thou hast buried all my woe,  
And my cup doth overflow;  
By Thy resurrection glorious  
I shall wave my palms victorious.  

Kingo: Like the golden sun ascending L 346:5-6 ELH 354:5-6 tr. G. A. T. Rygh; tune: Werde munter 

292. Trinity 6 – Monday 
Lord, teach us to believe Your justifying grace. Amen. 

Romans 3:23–28 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely 
by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth to be a 
propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 
forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, to demonstrate at 
the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who 
has faith in Jesus. Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by 
the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds 
of the law. 

How many glorious statements God has given us regarding the justification of sinners! 
How comforting and strengthening for our heart! When I believe in Christ, I am 
“justified,” that is, God accounts to me Christ’s merit and considers me to be 

righteous, as if I had never sinned. This was the opposite of what I deserved, for I have 
sinned and deserve eternal punishment. Yet God revealed His righteousness by forgiving 
instead of punishing, for Christ suffered the punishment and atoned for us by His blood. 
God’s righteous judgment was carried out on Him instead of us. This is the law of faith, 
given in God’s eternal plan: 1) that Christ takes the place of all people, so that His 
sacrificial blood avails for all and means that all have suffered for their sins; and 2) that all 
who believe are one with Christ and for His sake are considered righteous by God, so that 
no one can accuse them and nothing can condemn them.  



God shows His righteousness: 1) by punishing sin, so that not one sin is left unpunished. 
Even that which through the ages He patiently tolerated is all punished according to the 
strict rule of righteousness. The punishment was laid on Christ: “God made Him who knew 
no sin to be sin for us” [2Co 5:21], and He has paid it to the last bit. God shows His 
righteousness: 2) by declaring everyone who receives Christ’s merit to be righteous. How 
could it be any other way, since Christ is perfectly righteous? Those who would still accuse 
and condemn believers have to deal with the righteous God Himself, for they deny and 
insult God’s righteousness. But if anyone takes credit for his own justification, as if he had 
faith by his own doing, or as if his faith were a meritorious deed, that person despises the 
right of faith and falls back under the condemning law of works. Let this stand firm before 
our spirit and be a sure rock of our salvation: “They are justified freely by His grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”  

Give us the light of Your Holy Spirit, our gracious God, so that from the bottom of our 
heart we acknowledge that we have sinned and fall short of Your glory, and let Him 
enlighten us concerning the blessed law of grace and truth, our justification by faith in 
Jesus’ blood, so that from our whole heart we believe in it, find comfort in it, and thus 
receive everlasting salvation. Amen.  

This I believe—yea, rather,  
In this I make my boast,  
That God is my dear Father,  
The Friend who loves me most;  
And that, whate’er betide me,  
My Savior is at hand,  
Through stormy seas to guide me,  
And bring me safe to land.  

I build on this foundation,—  
That Jesus and His blood  
Alone are my salvation,  
The true eternal good:  
Without Him, all that pleases  
Is valueless on earth;  
The gifts bestowed by Jesus  
Alone my love are worth.  

Gerhardt: If God Himself be for me L 225:2-3 ELH 517:2-3 tr. R. Massie; tune: Ist Gott für mich 

293. Trinity 6 – Tuesday 
God, renew our hearts according to Your holy Law. Amen. 

Matthew 5:17–19 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not 
come to destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, 
one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore 
breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in 
the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven.” 

God’s Law, the law of love, cannot be abolished or changed, because God is 
unchangeable. Love is the same forever. He was and is and will be love. What else 
should He then command us to do? Or could we be blessed without loving Him from 

our whole heart? No, there is no life for us mortals without the fellowship of love with God. 
— Did Christ then come to remove and abolish the Law? Impossible! Our Savior must fulfill 



and confirm it. Not the Law, but we should be changed, — not the demand of the Law be 
taken away, but everything in us that strives against love.  

Christ “fulfills the Law,” confirms the Law first by living a life in perfect love and 
keeping all its commands exactly. And because God ordained that Christ should take our 
place, He counts it as our keeping of the Law. See how wonderfully the Law is confirmed by 
Christ: God’s Son becomes Man and dies, to fulfill the Law! This happened in Bethlehem, 
on Golgotha, and everywhere He walked in His humiliation. It happened. It is there as an 
accomplished fact, and I can stand free before all who would accuse me as a transgressor. 
Christ perfectly fulfilled the Law and I have done it through Him. — It is too great that 
God’s Son became my Servant to keep the Law perfectly, but God’s eternal love so ordained 
it, and it is done. Blessed be His name!  

Secondly, Christ fulfills and confirms the Law by writing it anew in my heart through 
the Spirit of faith. The love with which He loves us, abides in us and He abides in us (John 
17:26). But what is love other than fulfilling the Law? Now since we are so blessed by pure 
grace, are God’s children and heirs of life, free from the demand and curse of the Law, since 
all is fulfilled in Christ: shouldn’t we then love Him who first loved us [1Jo 4:19]? Shouldn’t 
our faith be active in love? Free from the Law, we now do what the Law requires: love God 
from the heart, — and whatever is still lacking in our love shall be attained after the flesh 
dies, until we once more bear God’s perfect image there in the state of glory. — So Christ 
came to fulfill the Law for us and in us.  

Holy and righteous God, teach us to know the seriousness and severity of Your Law, so 
that we see our sin and truly repent. And teach us to believe in Christ’s fulfilling the Law 
for us, so that we receive the adoption of sons and have the Law written in our heart. Pour 
out Your love in our hearts by Your Holy Spirit for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

O God, to us a Savior giving, 
To free us from all doubt and woe, 
Awake our souls again to living, 
As Thou and no one else can do, 
That wisdom we again are finding, 
And never walk again in blindness! 

The sighs that I so deep am wasting, 
O let them enter in Thy heart! 
Thy love so sweet let me be tasting 
Which only is my chosen part; 
If from my heart I truly love Thee, 
Then nothing more can harm or move me. 

Richter: Vor Sjæl er dertil fød og baaren L 487:6-7 tr. DeGarmeaux; Bryd frem, mit Hjertes Trang (LHy 171);  
alternate hymn: O Thou that hear’st when sinners cry ELH 500:2.4 

294. Trinity 6 – Wednesday 
O God, let the truth of Your Word permeate us and sanctify us. Amen. 

Psalm 15 LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill? He 
who walks uprightly, And works righteousness, And speaks the truth in his heart; He who 
does not backbite with his tongue, Nor does evil to his neighbor, Nor does he take up a 
reproach against his friend; In whose eyes a vile person is despised, But he honors those who 
fear the LORD; He who swears to his own hurt and does not change; He who does not put out 
his money at usury, Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. He who does these things 
shall never be moved. 



The doctrine of our justification by faith alone is the sun which gives sinners life and 
light during their earthly life and their final end. This sun must not be darkened by 
human doctrine. Our works must not be mingled with Christ’s merit at all. The 

Scripture teaches clearly that man is justified by faith alone, and only this doctrine gives us 
certainty in our hope of salvation, because only Christ’s work is perfect. 

But the justification by which God accounts to everyone who believes a full salvation is 
so inseparably connected with man’s regeneration and renewal, and by this he is given 
communion with the holy God. First, it is only the righteous who come to Christ, for those 
who want to conceal and keep their sin and hide their heart can never believe in spirit and 
truth and do not receive grace, but remain in their unrighteousness under God’s wrath. 
Secondly, no one can continue in the state of grace without living a life as before the face of 
God. “If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin” [1Jo 1:7]. And finally it is the 
nature of faith that it makes us alive and opens the heart to God’s love, so that all who 
continue in faith must live a holy life, hate sin, and serve the Lord. They entrust 
themselves only to God’s grace, become more firmly grounded in this basic doctrine of the 
Gospel, that “the just shall live by faith,” but this grace drives and urges them to walk in 
newness of life. 

Our Psalm shows a beautiful picture of the life of the saints. “LORD, who may abide in 
Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill?” This gripping question wakens the 
soul’s longing for the Lord’s blessed communion. The next two verses (2-3) answer what a 
righteous person does, and does not do: he walks blamelessly, is the same inside and 
outside, practices righteousness, deals with everyone according to God’s command, and 
speaks truth in the heart; backbites no one, does no evil to anyone, and brings no shame on 
his neighbor. And the next two verses (4-5) also show both what he does and does not do: he 
regards people according to their status before God: the wicked are loathsome to him even if 
they appear ever so honorable, but the God-fearing he honors even if they seem ever so poor 
in the world, and he holds his tongue for God’s sake. He does not amass gold and goods on 
earth for his own possession, and for no price will he wrong anyone. — Let all this help us 
examine ourselves.  

Blessed are the people who live in God’s holy hill! Blessed is the one whose dwelling is 
in His tabernacle, steadfast and immovable against all the billows of death! Grant us this 
grace, O God, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Underneath Thy wings abiding,  
In Thy Church, O Savior dear,  
Let me dwell, in Thee confiding,  
Hold me in Thy faith and fear;  
Take away from me each thought  
That with wickedness is fraught,  
Tempting me to disobey Thee,  
Root it out, O Lord, I pray Thee. 

Thou, earth’s greatest joy and gladness,  
And salvation, full and free,  
Let Thy presence cheer my sadness,  
And prepare my soul for Thee!  
In the hour when I depart,  
Touch my spirit, lips and heart,  
With Thy word assure, uphold me  
Till the heav’nly gates enfold me.  



Kingo: Dearest Jesus, draw Thou near me L 18:2-3 ELH 13:2-3 tr. C. K. Solberg; tune: Werde munter 

295. Trinity 6 – Thursday 
Lord, let my soul live and praise You, and let Your uprightness help me. Amen.  

James 2:10–17 For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is 
guilty of all. For He who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” Now if 
you do not commit adultery, but you do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 
So speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty. For judgment is without 
mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. What does it 
profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save 
him? If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them, 
“Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things which are 
needed for the body, what does it profit? Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is 
dead. 

“Law of liberty?” What is it? It is the eternal purpose and immovable rule of love 
and grace concerning our salvation by faith in Christ alone. This love — fulfilled 
by Christ and poured out in our hearts, worked in us by the Spirit — is “the law of 

liberty.” Whoever in faith does not now recognize that he is free from all the demands of the 
law, having died and having been buried with Christ, and that he is made alive in love, 
raised with Christ from death, he does not know the law of liberty and cannot understand 
what it is. But whoever is united with Christ in living faith has entered into a new 
relationship both toward God and men. The old command of love, which was a demand of 
the law, has become a command of love, a law of liberty. If anyone says he has faith, but 
does not know love, his faith is dead and nothing, and he is a servant of sin.  

Among those who think they are saved there are many who live in the house of bondage, 
labor in their own strength, rely on works, and do not understand that the way is 
impassable. They ought to see that the holy demand of the law is perfect love, that the least 
transgression of a single commandment violates the whole law, destroys their whole works-
righteousness and pours forth the curse of sinners upon them, but they do not see it. — 
Others want to be saved by faith, but think that they have a saving faith because they hold 
it as true that there is a God and that Jesus is God’s Son. O how do empty words and 
useless thoughts help against sin, death, and the devil? — No, faith alone justifies. A person 
is saved by faith alone and not by the law. But saving faith is active in love (Gal 5:6). 
Therefore James 2:17 says: “Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead… 
You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! But 
do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?”  

On the other hand, whoever believes from the heart so that in faith he flees from sin to 
Christ and receives his righteousness and his victory over the devil, his life and love, his 
freedom and salvation in God’s Son, that person has saving faith, and shall surely inherit 
the kingdom of God. Whomever the Son has freed is free indeed, a descendant of Abraham 
and an heir according to the promise. O how living and powerful true faith is! It is 
constantly active in removing the guilt of sin and keeping the conscience clean. But just as 
tirelessly it is active practicing love, thanking the Lord, and showing mercy toward 
mankind. May none of us deceive himself in bondage to the law or dead faith!  

We pray You, merciful God, give us Your Holy Spirit. Through Him create true faith in 
our hearts, and increase it, and urge us to every good work. Amen. 



Our faith, it is a light 
Deep in our hearts now hidden, 
That breaks forth ever bright, 
By truest Morning bidden; 
It fills the soul with joy, 
Enlightenment imbued, 
Renewal, holy life, 
And Jesus’ attitude. 

Faith pours forth from itself 
The gifts of Jesus’ favor 
And gladly shares its wealth 
Of riches with its neighbor; 
In Jesus we have more 
Than we shall ever need; 
The light of grace shines forth, 
The Lord’s name praiséd be. 

Breithaupt: Forsøger eder selv, Om I I troen ere L 494:2-3 tr. DeGarmeaux;  
tune: O Gott du frommer Gott (ELH 470); alternate hymn: Hark! The voice of Jesus crying ELH 191:2 

296. Trinity 6 – Friday 
I will pay my vows to the LORD Now in the presence of all His people. [Psa 116:14] 

Isaiah 58:5–8 Is it a fast that I have chosen, a day for a man to afflict his soul? Is it to bow 
down his head like a bulrush, and to spread out sackcloth and ashes? Would you call this a 
fast, and an acceptable day to the LORD? “Is this not the fast that I have chosen: to loose the 
bonds of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and that you 
break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and that you bring to your 
house the poor who are cast out; when you see the naked, that you cover him, and not hide 
yourself from your own flesh? Then your light shall break forth like the morning, your 
healing shall spring forth speedily, and your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of 
the LORD shall be your rear guard.”  

There are many now who worship no other God than their “belly” and politics, but 
there are also those who worship God with prayer and singing and reading and 
hearing, who gather with believers, who stay away from idle entertainment, live 

quiet and chaste and conduct themselves like the faithful. Their whole Christianity consists 
in this, — though they sometimes feel uplifted by compelling sermons and sometimes really 
are moved by God’s Spirit. The piety that consists only of such external things is at best a 
sorry state, but the worst of it is that these people by these externals rob themselves of 
eternal salvation.  

True Christianity is heartfelt communion with the God of love, so that we love one 
another in the Lord and live our whole life in love, — not that we already are pure love, but 
so that love governs all our dealings, motivates and permeates all our deeds, and more and 
more purges out the old leaven. Go forth then, you Christians, who have tasted the 
heavenly gifts, and continually live from them. Go and become rich in deeds of love. Free 
the captive, take the yoke from the oppressed and burdens from the heavy-laden, help the 
weary by the Gospel and the grace of the Spirit. Do not pass by any in misery of soul, but 
also help your neighbor in his physical need: feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and prepare 
a home for the abandoned. They are all your brothers, of the same flesh and blood as you. O 
believers, why are you so slow and sluggish in practicing love? Is it not the true worship of 
God to help orphans and widows [Jam 1:27]? Do it quickly and rightly. God shall give both 
the will and the strength to do it. You stand at the fountain. Draw water for friend and 
stranger, and spread life and thanks and praise all around you. Then your life shall shine 



like the morning dawn, and your healing shall spring forth, and your righteousness shall go 
forth before your face, the glory of the Lord shall continue after you. Your life of grace shall 
grow, you shall grow into an ever clearer knowledge of God, and become stronger in all 
purity and truth and goodness. And the Lord’s blessing shall rest on all that you do.  

O God, kindle love within us by Your Holy Spirit. May this holy light burn brightly in 
our soul, so that we can become rich in fruits of love, and thereby many thanks unceasingly 
rise to You both from those who give and those who receive! O yes, Lord God, kindle love 
within us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

As bells with joy resound 
And clanging cymbals sound; 
Their ringing marks the seasons! 
While they are without reason; 
So empty is my speaking 
If love is ever lacking. 

If you had reason more 
Than deepest ocean’s store, 
A faith that could move mountains 
And flowed from deepest fountains; 
Still nothing is amounted, 
If love is not accounted. 

O Jesus, let me know 
How Your sweet love to show 
That whatever I’m doing 
From love may e’er be flowing 
That now my life’s whole story 
May be to Your love’s glory. 

Brorson: Den ypperligste Vei L 463:3.4.12 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Auf meinen lieben Gott (ELH 467); 
alternate hymn: Take my life and let it be ELH 444 

297. Trinity 6 – Saturday 
Lord, incline my heart to Your testimony and not to covetousness. Amen. 

Isaiah 58:9–11 “Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry, and He will 
say, ‘Here I am.’ If you take away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and 
speaking wickedness, If you extend your soul to the hungry and satisfy the afflicted soul, 
then your light shall dawn in the darkness, and your darkness shall be as the noonday. The 
LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your soul in drought, and strengthen your 
bones; you shall be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters do not 
fail.” 

God is rich. He always has enough to share. He is also ready to do it. He delights in 
blessing and making us happy and filling our hearts with good things. If we will 
simply submit to God’s will, renounce our unbelief, live from God’s mercy, and 

practice it toward others, then we shall have the Lord’s blessing abundantly, draw water 
from the wells of salvation, draw more and more for friends and foes and be sweetly 
refreshed ourselves. In that case what you ask, you shall have, for then the Lord’s will is 
your will, so that you desire what is good for yourself and others. Just as it is the Lord’s 
desire to feed and refresh, so it is also your desire and joy to feed the hungry, and to comfort 
the afflicted. The Church is the home of love and mercy. There are all kinds of sick and 
troubled people in Bethesda’s porches, so that we may practice mercy. But also there is 
always divine healing in Bethesda’s pool, since God’s Son came and offered Himself on the 



altar, from whose wondrous side water flows forth, so that we never need to stand helpless 
toward one another’s needs.  

Our text has precious promises for the people of love. Darkness and deep darkness shall 
become like noon for you, that is: the worst shall become the best. The Lord shall always 
lead you, always, every hour—today and from now on, every moment and continually 
through your whole life, and through death. My heart therefore rejoices. He shall feed your 
soul in dry places and strengthen your bones. When your heart is tired, and your bones 
ache, when your strength is dried up, so that you wither and bear no fruit, — then God who 
has a heaven full of everything that you need shall feed your soul, strengthen your bones, 
make you into a blessing: you shall be like a watered garden and like a spring whose waters 
never fail. This the Lord’s mouth has spoken. Believe it, and you will not be disappointed! 
— Understand: you are not first rich in love, so that then you believe and receive God’s 
blessing. But in the midst of your sinful poverty believe God’s love as pure grace, and 
practice it. This is the way of life from the first to the last moment. 

Give us, O God, Your Holy Spirit to know You, believe in You, and live in You. “Set our 
hearts with heavenly fire aglow”  for Jesus’ sake. Amen.  1

Bless us, O God, our Father good, 
Bless us, O Jesus, by Your blood, 
O Holy Spirit, do now come, 
Throughout the world, bless Christendom. 

Go forth then, by Your God now blest, 
True chosen Bride of Jesus Christ! 
Go forth with peace and joyous song, 
God is with you your whole life long. 

Blest be your going out with cheer, 
Blest be again your entrance here, 
Blest in the light that once was won 
By Jesus Christ, God’s precious Son! 

Herbert: Vor Herre Gud og Skabermand L 90:4-6 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Erhalt uns Herr (ELH 589); 
alternate hymn: In Adam we have all been one ELH 431

 Luther: We now implore God the Holy Ghost (ELH 33:3).1


