
298. Trinity 7 – I 
Lord, let Your blessing be upon us. Amen. 

Mark 8:1–9 In those days, the multitude being very great and having nothing to eat, Jesus 
called His disciples to Him and said to them, “I have compassion on the multitude, because 
they have now been with Me three days and have nothing to eat. And if I send them away 
hungry to their own houses, they will faint on the way; for some of them have come from 
afar.” Then His disciples answered Him, “How can one satisfy these people with bread here 
in the wilderness?” He asked them, “How many loaves do you have?” And they said, “Seven.” 
And He commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground. And He took the seven loaves 
and gave thanks, broke them and gave them to His disciples to set before them; and they set 
them before the multitude. And they had a few small fish; and having blessed them, He said 
to set them also before them. So they ate and were filled, and they took up seven large 
baskets of leftover fragments. Now those who had eaten were about four thousand. And He 
sent them away. 

These people gathered around the Lord and heard Him. — His Christians are always 
with Him. As many as believe are always with Him and He with them. He is with us, 
not just in the way that God is present everywhere with His almighty power, 

preserving and supporting all things. But He is with us in His holy Word as our Savior and 
the King of our heart, as the God of love and grace, who gives us of His Spirit and feeds us 
from His own life.  

The people in this lesson despised the Lord’s miraculous gifts. We too live by His 
blessing. Both spiritually and physically we are preserved by His hand, and in many 
wonderful ways He prepares our food in nature’s kitchen, just as He miraculously 
transforms it within us into muscles and blood and flesh and bones. The evil and the good 
are fed by Him, but believers receive it with a completely different attitude than the 
unbelievers. Believers “sanctify everything with the Word of God and prayer” [1Ti 4:5] and in 
these earthly things they enjoy love that is heavenly and imperishable. So God’s children 
continually live from the Lord’s miracles, even though they receive their nourishment in 
natural bread. Every day we sit among the 4,000, having nothing ourselves, but are fed by 
the Lord, receiving from His hand what He has blessed, and sharing it with one another 
and getting enough, yes, seven baskets more than enough. 

Did these people have reason to fear any need? Neither should we worry about food and 
drink and clothing. 1) Who cared for those people first, they themselves or the Lord? “I have 
compassion on the multitude,” He says, and He considers how long they have been there, 
and what it must be like for them. From the heart He is good and generous and knows what 
we need. 2) Isn’t He able to create for us what is needed? What we read here is written so 
that we should believe in Him and overcome all worry. In the same regard the Spirit of God 
has also set before us what happened with Elijah and the widow in Zarephath, and what 
Jesus says in the Sermon on the Mount about flowers and birds. O how happy you would 
be, if you let the Lord care for you! But as weak as you are in faith, He will still always give 
you what you need and more.  

How shall we then use God’s gifts? 1) We should use them with joy and thanksgiving. 
Receive them as gifts of love from your God, and enjoy their sweetness before His face. He 
wishes it for you. Be glad in the good He gives you, because it is He from whom You receive 
it. So let it lead your heart to Him, so that you can thank Him even for loss and 
chastisement, if He should take it from you again. 2) We should gladly go to others and 
share with them, break bread with the hungry, and not be afraid that it shall be used up. 
As the disciples did in our Gospel, you also should do every day! 



Lord Jesus, let us always live with You, continually live from Your miracles, not fearing 
any want, but believing in You. Let us receive Your gifts with joy and thanksgiving, and 
share them with generous hand to all the needy. Amen. 

The King of Love my Shepherd is, 
Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am His 
And He is mine forever. 

Where streams of living water flow, 
My ransomed soul He leadeth, 
And where the verdant pastures grow, 
With food celestial feedeth. 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
But yet in love He sought me 
And on His shoulder gently laid 
And home, rejoicing, brought me. 

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill, 
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
Thy cross before to guide me. 

Thou spreadst a table in my sight, 
Thy unction grace bestoweth; 
And O what transport of delight 
From Thy pure chalice floweth. 

And so through all the length of days 
Thy goodness faileth never. 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
Within Thy house forever! 

Marot: Psalm 23 Den, som mig føder, det er Gud min Herre L 489  
[We substitute: Baker: The King of love ELH 370; tune: St. Columba] 

299. Trinity 7 – II 
Lord, You have loosed my bonds; lead me in Your ways. Amen. 

Romans 6:19–22 I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as 
you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more 
lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. For when 
you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. What fruit did you have then 
in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But now 
having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to 
holiness, and the end, everlasting life. 

The unconverted are servants of the devil and yield their members to be his 
instruments. He uses them as servants for his impurity and unrighteousness, and 
what they do in darkness would embarrass them even before the eyes of the world. 

They do not consider that God sees everything, and they do not feel how sad it is that their 
noble soul, which should be a temple of the Holy Spirit, is Satan’s dwelling place, and that 
their members, which God gloriously created for good, are used in the service of evil. But 
“the end of these things is death,” that is, eternal condemnation and separation from the 
Lord. Those who serve the prince of death receive their reward from him, and he has only 



death with which to reward them. Miserable service and horrible reward! In the meantime 
he dupes them with dreams of glory and teaches them to make great speeches about liberty.  

But if slaves of sin serve the devil in all impurity and unrighteousness, then shouldn’t 
the believers serve the Lord in all purity and truth? Your whole way of life should show 
that you are freed from sin and have become God’s servant. Righteousness from your heart 
should control all your members. Your eyes should never again serve lust, your ears should 
close themselves to impurity and lying, your tongue should speak only truth and good 
words, your hands should always do what is right and merciful! Then, though your 
members are weak and dying, they are still imperishable. Your pure eyes shall see God in 
eternal light. Your tongue which speaks the Lord’s praise shall sing the song of the Lamb in 
heaven. Your hand which here served love shall pick fruit from the tree of life in the new 
Jerusalem. Everything is pure grace! You are freed from sin, it is grace. You are servants of 
God. It is grace. You shall harvest in its season, as far as you are not weary. What is that 
but the grace of God? Everything in the Lord’s house is freedom, everything is a gift, no one 
is a hired servant, all are children, everything is undeserved, and everything is received as 
such. The servants of self-righteousness and of works are excluded. “The wages of sin is 
death,” — there is reward and payment, “but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus, 
our Lord,” that is not reward — but a gift of grace.  

God, give us Your Spirit. Where He is, there is freedom, there is love, there is holiness. 
We pray You sincerely: hear us in grace for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

O search your heart to see 
If Jesus there is speaking; 
The Christian’s life should be 
The true faith e’er revealing; 
Faith makes us righteous first, 
Then holy, set afire 
To bring forth true good works. 
Is this your sure desire? 

O Jesus, strengthen me, 
True faith forever giving; 
May all my actions be 
A holy life and living. 
For where there is true light 
The splendor must show true; 
O teach me then aright 
Always to follow You. 

Breithaupt: Forsøger eder selv L 494:8-9 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: O Gott du frommer Gott (ELH 470); alternate hymn: Not what these hands have 
done ELH 433 

300. Trinity 7 – Monday 
Lord, in Your light let us see light. Amen. [Psa 36:9] 

Psalm 37:1–6 Do not fret because of evildoers, Nor be envious of the workers of iniquity. For 
they shall soon be cut down like the grass, And wither as the green herb. Trust in the LORD, 
and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness. Delight yourself also in the 
LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the LORD, Trust 
also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass. He shall bring forth your righteousness as the 
light, And your justice as the noonday.  



Heed these words. Do not begrudge others their good fortune, and do not become 
angry over the success of the ungodly, for they shall soon be cut down like the grass, 
and wither as the green herb. Entrust yourself to the Lord, rely on Him with full 

confidence, do not let yourself be moved from this rock of yours. “You who fear the Lord, 
hope for good and for eternal joy and mercy. Look to the generations of old: Who believed in 
the Lord and was disappointed? And who was in the fear of the Lord and was forsaken? Or 
who called on Him and was forsaken?” Do good to those who persecute you. Then you have 
conquered the devil who wants to shake your confidence in God and would also make you 
into a prickly thorn-bush.  

Live in the land, and you shall be fed faithfully. You should not let your heart depend on 
a plot of ground or quarrel with others about it. Remember Abraham and Lot. But neither 
should you forsake your homeland, because it makes you weary. Live with God, and enjoy 
His faithfulness. Let it be your rule: never to flee even a little from the Lord. For it is a 
great comfort to know: here God has placed me, I live here by His faithfulness.  

The Holy Spirit gives perfectly sure instructions for a happy life in the following verse: 
Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart. Let His 
will be your will! His love your joy! “Where shall I find relief in my great need and trouble? 
Will I really be happy again somehow? Yes, all you have to do is want what Jesus wants.” 
Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass. Wonderful 
command and promise! Do like a child going through a dark room: hold on to your Father, 
and be safe. Commit your way, commit it all to the Lord. This word “commit” is a wonderful 
word. Let the weariness and difficulties of your life fall on Him, — all mountains of care 
that weigh on your heart, commit them all to the Lord. He shall take them upon Himself 
and carry both you and your burden. He shall bring forth your righteousness as the light, 
And your justice as the noonday. That will show you that He does not forget His people 
when they walk in the darkness. “Already here He shall justify them before the eyes of all, 
but the promise shall be completely fulfilled on that day when the saints shall shine like the 
sun, and like the rays of heaven forever.” — Listen to the psalmist’s words, and be happy! 

Help us, Lord, to trust in You, to delight in Your will and to rely on it. How blessed we 
would be if we could entrust ourselves to You with child-like confidence! Help us, dear Lord 
God! Teach us to commit our way to You and firmly to believe that You shall do it. Amen. 

Thy truth and grace, O Father, 
Behold and surely know, 
Both what is good and evil, 
For mortal man below: 
And whatsoe’er Thou choosest  
Thou dost, great God, fulfill, 
And into being bringest  
Whate’er is in Thy will. 

Thy way is ever open;  
Thou dost on naught depend; 
Thine act is only blessing, 
Thy path light without end. 
Thy work can no man hinder; 
Thy purpose none can stay, 
Since Thou to bless Thy children 
Through all dost make a way. 

Gerhardt: Thy way and all thy sorrows L 186:3-4 ELH 208:3-4 tr. A. T. Russell; tune: Befiehl du deine Wege 



301. Trinity 7 – Tuesday 
May the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us! Amen. 

1 Kings 17:12–16  Then  she  said,  “As  the  LORD  your  God  lives, I do not have bread, only 
a handful of flour in a bin, and a little oil in a jar; and see, I am gathering a couple of sticks 
that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” And 
Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said, but make me a small cake from it 
first, and bring it to me; and afterward make some for yourself and your son. For thus says 
the LORD God of Israel: ‘The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, 
until the day the LORD sends rain on the earth.’” So she went away and did according to the 
word of Elijah; and she and he and her household ate for many days. The bin of flour was not 
used up, nor did the jar of oil run dry, according to the word of the LORD which He spoke by 
Elijah. 

This widow believed the Word of the Lord which Elijah spoke to her, so she did what he 
said, and carried out what he commanded. The last remnant of flour and oil she had 
she took and made it into a cake for Elijah. Then later she was to make a meal for 

herself and her son from the same flour bin and oil jar, but nothing was left. Perhaps she 
did not yet have a living knowledge of sin, and perhaps it first entered her heart with the 
death of her son. Or it may be that this hard test was only a chastisement that led her into 
deeper repentance and knowledge of herself. Either way it is certain that at the first 
meeting with the prophet she bowed herself to the Word of God in beautiful faith in His 
power and providence and she shows it in beautiful works and humble hospitality. Dear 
Christians, let us learn from this widow. We have not just one, but many promises from 
God to care for us with all that we need. “Do not worry… for your heavenly Father knows 
that you need all these things. He who feeds the bird and clothes the lilies, shall He not also 
feed and clothe you” [Mat 6]? “He who delivered up His Son for us all, how shall He not with 
Him also freely give us all things” [Rom 8:32]? So He speaks to us through the Son Himself 
and through His Apostles, and He is even greater than Elijah. If you have little, trust that 
it shall be enough. Take comfort from it, and share with others who are needy, and it shall 
certainly stretch and last, till the rain comes and fills those who are empty. Our age with its 
credit-system certainly has its own difficulties, but faith in the holy, living God is able to 
overcome them. Beware of establishing debt, and do not use what the Lord has not given 
you, but beware even more of unproductiveness. You do not need much for yourself, but you 
shall receive much interest with the Lord. 

As that widow had to marvel and smile every day when she took from the flour jar and 
her cruse of oil, so you shall do likewise. You should see the Lord’s miracle in this, that 
there will always be flour in the jar, water in your well, milk in your jar, money in your 
wallet. Or is it not miraculous that your supplies are always replenished? Don’t the angels’ 
hands set the table for you every single day? Now thousands of times you have gone to the 
table and many children of God have done the same, but still there is always food there, 
and I bet that you will never lack bread to the end of your days. Maybe habit made the 
widow dull to the Lord’s miracle, until she was reminded of her son’s death and 
resurrection. There must also be salt and fire for us.  

Lord, we pray You, teach us to receive bread from Your hand and to share it with others 
and to enjoy it ourselves with joy and thanksgiving. Amen. 



God all things is making, 
Me then ever taking 
Safely in His arms; 
He who me selected, 
As His own elected, 
Before I was born; 
He who knows And then bestows 
All I need in life and dying, 
On Him I’m relying. 

God all things is making, 
Dangers from me taking, 
Turns away distress; 
My support providing 
Food and drink supplying, 
That will serve me best, 
And then when Another’s kin 
Are with sighs and sorrows saddened 
Me God still will gladden. 

Stockman/Brorson: Gud skal al Ting mage L 490:1-2 tr. DeGarmeaux;  
tune: Gud skal al ting mage (ELH 264); alternate hymn: All praise to God who reigns above ELH 435 

302. Trinity 7 – Wednesday 
Lord, teach us to believe in Your goodness and mercy. Amen. 

Psalm 145:14–21 The LORD upholds all who fall, And raises up all those who are bowed 
down. The eyes of all look expectantly to You, And You give them their food in due season. 
You open Your hand And satisfy the desire of every living thing. The LORD is righteous in all 
His ways, Gracious in all His works. The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, To all who 
call upon Him in truth. He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He also will hear 
their cry and save them. The LORD preserves all who love Him, But all the wicked He will 
destroy. My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD, And all flesh shall bless His holy 
name Forever and ever. 

desire of those who fear Him; He also will hear their cry and save them. The LORD preserves 
all who love Him, But all the wicked He will destroy. My mouth shall speak the praise of the 
LORD, And all flesh shall bless His holy name Forever and ever. 

“Yes, great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; And His greatness is 
unsearchable… The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, Slow to anger and 
great in mercy. The LORD is good to all, And His tender mercies are over all His 

works.” His goodness attracts all creatures to Him. Just as the flowers all turn toward the 
sun, so the eyes of all wait on the Lord. As children stand around their mother and look in 
her hand, all creatures stand around the Lord and watch for His full and gentle hand. Only 
the ungodly, along with the devil, turn away from the Lord. They live from His gifts, but 
they receive them with evil and cold hearts and do not thank Him. 

The Lord’s hand is so rich and full of good gifts; His heart is so full of goodness toward 
us. As a stream pours out its water year after year and century after century and is always 
just as abundant, so is the Lord’s goodness from eternity to eternity. Take and enjoy, pour 
and drink, and give to others with you. It is His delight to do good to us, to cheer our heart 
and to feed us with His good pleasure. “Do not fear; Zion, let not your hands be weak. The 
LORD your God in your midst, the Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you with 
gladness, He will quiet you in His love, He will rejoice over you with singing” (Zeph 
3:16-17).  



“But why then is He often so harsh toward me? Or how shall I be able to pour 
abundance from His stream when it is empty before my eyes? Often it seems He deals with 
me in the most unmerciful way, gives me something I am fond of, but takes it back when I 
love it the most, leads me forward, but only to strike me so much farther back, shows me a 
good escape, but closes it to me when I go there.” Dear friend, do not be angry with the 
Lord, but with your own sin and unbelief! If the only thing you needed was earthly success, 
then God would give you plenty of it. If it seemed good for you to become great and rich and 
to fare sumptuously every day [Luk 16:19], then you would complain to the Lord if He did not 
let it happen. But such would not be good. If you thought about it, then you would have lost 
everything; but the Lord took care, even more care than your heart, — so that you might 
have and enjoy everything eternally. When He denies your earthly wishes and deals 
harshly with you, it is either so that you will be converted, or, if you already are His child, 
that you should die to corruptible things and live for heavenly things. No, God’s stream is 
not empty, it is full of water. Even the tributary that brings earthly things flows rich past 
your feet, so that you could pour out and give to others, if you are not lacking the faith of 
the widow of Zarephath! Seek that above all else, and He shall give it to you. The LORD is 
good to all, And His tender mercies are over all His works. This is most certainly true.  

Confirm this truth in our hearts, merciful God, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

God all things is making, 
Servant’s form now taking, 
Mighty still is He; 
Or should any perish 
Who the Lord does cherish, 
Praying to be free? 
Forward hence With confidence! 
All things stand within His owning, 
All your need He’s knowing. 

God all things is making, 
By your hand He’s taking 
When you sink with woes, 
When with doubts you’re wrestling 
And can find no resting 
From your many foes, 
God shall then To you attend, 
All your lamentation vanquish, 
As the grass does vanish. 

Stockman/Brorson: Gud skal al Ting mage L 490:3-4 tr. DeGarmeaux;  
tune: Gud skal al Ting mage (ELH 264); alternate hymn: All praise to God who reigns above ELH 435:4 

303. Trinity 7 – Thursday 
God, teach us to use Your overwhelming riches.  

2 Corinthians 9:8–11 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, 
always having all sufficiency in all things, have an abundance for every good work. As it is 
written: “He has dispersed abroad, He has given to the poor; His righteousness remains 
forever.” Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and 
multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness, while you are 
enriched in everything for all liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us to God. 



When the faithful Francke,  founder of the orphanage in Halle, had begun to look 1

after all kinds of poor children with physical and spiritual assistance, he sat one 
day, talking with his wife about how he could get what was needed. Perplexed, he 

got up and opened the Bible lying there, and his eyes fell on these words: “God is able to 
make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, 
have an abundance for every good work. As it is written: ‘He has dispersed abroad, He has 
given to the poor; His righteousness remains forever’.” “Yes,” he said to himself: “God is able 
to do it and He will do it.” Shortly afterward, when a letter was brought to him, he thought: 
“It’s probably a contribution.” His heart was happy and opened the letter. But it was from a 
poor father who complained that he and his family were in dire need and on the verge of 
starvation. With heavy heart Francke laid the letter aside, and repeated the word of 
Scripture: “God is able to give you an abundance for every good work.” But the passage 
would not comfort him. Then he went into his room and reminded the Lord of His promise; 
he fought a Jacob’s battle with the Almighty and came out to his wife again beaming with 
joy. He knew what to do and it did not fail. 

Let it be your concern that there is so much need in the world, but let it not be an idle 
concern so that nothing comes of it. Indeed. “God is able to make all grace abound toward 
you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, have an abundance for every good 
work.” It is “God” who will do it; He is “able” to do it. He is able to give us everything. And it 
is “grace” that your sin does not hinder Him. God is rich in His omnipotence, so that He 
never lacks the means; He is rich in His mercy, so that He never lacks the will. God is rich 
in His generosity, and He does not weary; so you always have enough for yourself and have 
“abundance for every good work.” Sow it diligently; no field is as fruitful as well-doing, and 
no seed so prolific as mercy. Already here, thoughts of thanks arise among givers and 
receivers; hearts are strengthened and gladdened and are joined together in love, and God’s 
blessing is upon them. But in the next world your acts of charity shall spring up into an 
eternal harvest of joy.  

Thank God for His unspeakable gifts! You gave us Your Son, the Only-begotten, how 
then will You not also give us all things in Him [Rom 8:32]? We pray You: Pour out the love of 
Jesus Christ in our hearts by Your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Now thank we all our God,  
With heart and hands and voices,  
Who wondrous things hath done,  
In whom His world rejoices;  
Who from our mother’s arms  
Hath blessed us on our way  
With countless gifts of love,  
And still is ours today.  

O may this bounteous God,  
Through all our life be near us,  
With ever joyful hearts,  
And blessed peace to cheer us;  
And keep us in His grace,  
And guide us when perplexed,  
And free us from all ills,  
In this world and the next.  

 August Hermann Francke (1663–1727); philanthropist, preacher, educator, leader of Pietism; founded a school for poor, underprivileged 1

children in 1695. 



All praise and thanks to God  
The Father now be given,  
The Son and Him who reigns  
With them in highest heaven;  
The one eternal God,  
Whom earth and heaven adore;  
For thus it was, is now,  
And shall be evermore! 

Rinkart: L 76 ELH 63 tr. C. Winkworth; tune: Nun danket alle Gott 

304. Trinity 7 – Friday 
Lord, confirm our hearts in righteousness and mercy before Your face. Amen.  

Psalm 37:21–26 The wicked borrows and does not repay, But the righteous shows mercy and 
gives. For those who are blessed by Him shall inherit the earth, But those who are cursed by 
Him shall be cut off. The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD, And He delights in his 
way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; For the LORD upholds him with His 
hand. I have been young, and now am old; Yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, Nor 
his descendants begging bread. He is ever merciful, and lends; And his descendants are 
blessed. 

When this word of God says “the wicked borrows and does not repay,” it means 
especially people who are careless about fulfilling their obligations, and also take 
on debts whether they can pay them or not. With these words there is also a 

serious warning to all Christians, that they must not so entangle themselves in commerce 
and monetary matters so that they become swindlers. Do not live beyond your means. Let 
husband and wife, be agreed in this that by God’s mercy they will avoid getting into debt. 
The husband must not require more from the household than he gives it, and the wife must 
furnish the household according to their income. This I say as kindly advice to all young 
women. Be assured that it will succeed when by prayer and sincerity you are diligent in 
this. God always gives enough when one is modest and generous — generous with what one 
has himself, not like the unfaithful steward with what belongs to others. And to the men it 
should be said: Fill your wife’s hand with the fruit of your honest labor. Do not throw 
yourself into a business for which you do not have the necessary skills and means, lest you 
might easily come to shirk your responsibilities, so that others must pay. You have no 
intent to deceive, but when you speculate so that you cannot fulfill your obligations, then 
these words are for you, too: “The wicked borrows and does not repay.” But this should 
never be able to be said about children of God.  

“But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish 
and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition” (1Ti 6:9). But those who 
fear the Lord, who practice righteousness and do good, they shall never be in want, they 
shall always have abundance. “He is ever merciful, and lends; And his descendants are 
blessed.” There is no blessing in wealth acquired by miserliness, stinginess, and usury, but 
neither is there foundation in riches that are gotten for a fair price by shrewd dealings on a 
false basis. On the contrary, whoever fulfills his vocation in proper fear of God, who 
sustains himself faithfully and does good, his way shall be confirmed by the Lord, he shall 
“inherit the land and enjoy himself in great peace.” “Mark the blameless man, and observe 
the upright; For the future of that man is peace” [Psa 37:37]. 

God, guard us from the ways of the world and from the alluring and deceiving power of 
our own flesh. Of Your mercy give us success in our vocation, so that we always have what 
we need, and abundance for every good work. Give us holy aversion to all fraud and wrong, 
and holy desire to do good toward all. Let us and all our household be a blessing. Amen. 



My joy I have in God always 
And not in earthly treasures; 
My riches never fade away 
Like this world’s passing pleasures; 
Here they seem small, Yet I have all 
In God, my true salvation; 
So God will now His blessing show 
And poverty will lessen. 

The greatest boon that we receive 
Is this now and forever: 
The Lord shall no one e’er deceive 
Who trusts in Him forever. 
Believe His light, Do good and right, 
Entrust your care and keeping 
To God above Who with His love 
Will watch e’en while you’re sleeping. 

Pedersøn: Min Glæde udi Gud jeg har L 491:1.3 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Mit Haab og Trøst (LHy 428)  
or Was mein Gott will (ELH 261); alternate hymn: For the beauty of the earth ELH 463 

305. Trinity 7 – Saturday 
Enlighten us, Lord, and confirm our hearts in Your Word. Amen. 

Proverbs 30:5–9 Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in 
Him. Do not add to His words, lest He reprove you, and you be found a liar. Two things I 
request of You (Deprive me not before I die): remove falsehood and lies far from me; give me 
neither poverty nor riches—feed me with the food You prescribe for me; Lest I be full and 
deny You, and say, “Who is the LORD?” Or lest I be poor and steal, and profane the name of 
my God. 

Man was created with wisdom in his soul, and therefore “a man” should be wise. But 
— we have all become fools, no one knows God and His glorious works (Rom 3:11). 
“The natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God” [1Co 2:14]. Who is 

He, and what is He like, this great and eternal God who created and sustains all things? 
“Who has ascended into heaven, or descended? Who has gathered the wind in His fists? 
Who has bound the waters in a garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? 
What is His name, and what is His Son’s name, if you know?” No, by myself I do not know 
it, but God’s Word teaches it to me. “Every word of God is pure;” it is a pure and clear 
mirror in which I recognize Him, as far as He opens my eyes. There I learn that the great, 
almighty God loved me, and that His Son, Jesus Christ, became Man to save me. In this 
Word I have a sure defense against falsehood and death. But whoever does not believe 
understands none of it and has no weapon against the devil.  

In the Word alone are wisdom and power for our soul; don’t look for it elsewhere, and 
don’t add anything to His Word. Do not mingle the doctrines of men with the heavenly 
truth of God’s Word; the Lord does not tolerate that, because then you destroy yourself and 
others. Pray like Agur : 1) “Remove falsehood and lies far from me;” 2) “Give me neither 2

poverty nor riches—feed me with the food You prescribe for me.” (1) Let God’s Word rule 
over your thoughts, your convictions of faith, your promises and plans, your words and 
dealings. Let the divine truth support all your undertakings; consider and do everything in 
humility and fear of God according to the Lord’s Word. (2) Guard yourself from poverty, 
gather fragments so that nothing is lost, live modestly and frugally, do not use more than 

 Proverbs 30 lists Agur as its author. 2



God has given you. Work with eagerness and joy, be diligent like the ant and wise like the 
bee [Pro 6:6]. But guard yourself from desiring riches, for how difficult it is for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of God [Mar 10:25]! The temptations of poverty are hard, but those of 
wealth are harder. God shall free you from both. His Word is a shield for those who trust in 
Him; for it teaches us to know the Father, the Almighty, in the Son, our Lord Jesus, and it 
gives us adoption as children with Him in this world and the next.  

God, teach us to know the refining purity of Your Word and its power against worries 
and mammon as well as against all lies and doctrines of men. We pray You from the heart: 
“Remove falsehood and lies far from me. Give me neither poverty nor riches—feed me with 
the food You prescribe for me.” Amen.  

Thy goodness and Thy mercy, Lord,  
Shall follow me, attending 
The days Thou dost to me afford 
Until they reach their ending. 
Thereafter shall I in Thy love 
Dwell in Thy house in heav’n above 
Forever and forever. 

Knøpken: Hvad kan os komme til for Nød (Psalm 23) L 287:7-8  
[We substitute: Arrebo: The Lord my faithful Shepherd is tr. C. Døving; tune: Es ist gewisslich (ELH 368:6)]


