
322. Trinity 10 – I 
God, make us partakers of the heavenly kingdom of Your grace and love. Amen. 

Luke 19:41–48 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, saying, “If you had 
known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now 
they are hidden from your eyes. For the days will come upon you when your enemies will 
build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, and level 
you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone 
upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation.” Then He went into the 
temple and began to drive out those who bought and sold in it, saying to them, “It is written, 
‘My house is a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’” And He was teaching 
daily in the temple. But the chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the people sought to 
destroy Him, and were unable to do anything; for all the people were very attentive to hear 
Him. 

What the Lord foretold about Jerusalem has been fulfilled in every detail. Because 
the people of Israel “did not know the time of their visitation,” but crucified God’s 
Son who was to save them, the judgment of wrath had to come and the 

condemnation fell on them as an armed man. For God is just and punishes all who despise 
His grace, without regard for persons. Jerusalem and the unbelieving Jews should be a 
powerful warning to us, for they show with the striking illustration of the truth that God is 
not mocked, but that each and every person reaps as he sows. See from the judgment on 
Jerusalem and the dispersion of the Jewish people to this day that God’s Word is true and 
that His righteous wrath surely and harshly falls on the obstinate.  

But chiefly our Gospel shows that the Lord’s heart is full of zealous mercy toward His 
people, and this again in two respects should serve to edify us. 

1) He does not want sinners to perish and die; there is something in His heart that 
revolts against this, that cries out with a loud voice over all the earth and into the souls of 
every prodigal son: “Repent! I beg you with earnest heart, with My tears and My blood! 
Repent, and live!” Jesus weeps over the obstinate city and speaks these words of His 
indescribable pain: “If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that 
make for your peace!” These words irrefutably show us that judgment on the impenitent is 
unavoidably necessary for righteousness, but they also show just as clearly, if not more 
clearly, that God does everything for our salvation, so a sinner’s death is completely his own 
fault. These tears and these painful sighs assure us that Jesus has the most fervent desire 
toward sinners. If only Jerusalem, bloodied and torn apart by Satan, would hear the Lord’s 
call and seek mercy at His feet! He would lay it on His heart, cleanse it with His tears and 
His blood, and carry it in to the Father, and what rejoicing there would be in heaven! — 
And the Lord still is the same: He has the same tender heart for you and me and everyone. 

2) Jesus’ friends must grieve with Him over the misfortune of the Jewish people. Jesus 
wept over them, and Paul wished to be accursed from Christ, if they could be saved in that 
way. Shouldn’t we feel pain over their misfortune? Should we see the need of the Daughter 
of Zion and be silent? Shouldn’t our eyes overflow for the deep humiliation and tribulation 
of the people chosen by God? The children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the people from 
whom Christ came, He who is God, greatly praised to eternity—these people are His worst 
enemies and condemn the glorious One who was to be their blessing and to make them a 
blessing for all the earth. And instead of the heavenly heritage as the sweetest son: love 
and eternal life, they chose mammon and earthly wisdom, and sold themselves to what is 
not God. The joy of their heart is ended, their dancing is changed into sorrow; their crown 
has fallen off; their heart is weak, their eyes darkened; Mount Zion is laid waste, the fox 
runs there. But Lord, will You always reject Your people? Is there no more hope for them? 



There is still hope for them, and we will not let it go, we will weep and pray day and night 
for Israel.  

Lord Jesus, send us Your tears for Your own people. Amen. 

O how blind in darkness heightened, 
Wretched Israel, how you are! 
Deeply troubled, even frightened 
Are all those who have a heart; 
Hard to watch, painful to know 
Our Lord Jesus’ deepest woe, 
Crown of thorns and harsh reviling 
Brings about our reconciling. 

But those days of pain and sadness, 
Bondage, now have seen an end; 
Grant, Lord, that with truest gladness 
They receive You as a Friend! 
Keep Your cov’nant from of old, 
Come with mighty Spirit bold, 
Make of Salem’s stony vengeance 
Magdalene’s sincere repentance. 

Though your sins are red as scarlet, 
Cup of sin is more than full, 
Though your stains are red as crimson, 
You can make them white as wool. 
O my Savior and my God, 
Seek the souls that You have bought,  
Your lost sheep again retrieving, 
Heav’n’s eternal thanks receiving. 

Landstad: Brødre! Vender eders Blikke L 504:2-4 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Over Kedron (ELH 295);  
alternate hymn: Zion mourns in fear and anguish ELH 550:1.3.4 

323. Trinity 10 – II 
Come, Holy Spirit, grant us Your gifts. Amen. 

1 Corinthians 12:2–11 You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, 
however you were led. Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of 
God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 
Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but 
the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in 
all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: for to one is 
given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the 
same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same 
Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of 
spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. But 
one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He 
wills. 

Everyone who speaks by God’s Spirit praises Jesus and proclaims His glory. If anyone 
says he has God’s Spirit and does not with word and deed confess Jesus Christ to be 
God’s only-begotten Son, is a liar; God’s Spirit does not speak in him. But all who call 

Jesus Lord and praise His divine grace and power and live in His doctrine and walk in the 
light, they have the Holy Spirit, for no one else can teach them this. Here is the keynote by 



which God’s Spirit is known. The meek and holy Savior’s love belongs to His believers. He is 
their only hope, and they are His own; they live by Him, and they live in Him and for Him. 

This one and the same Spirit fills the Christians’ various gifts of grace, just as one and 
the same human spirit strengthens our various members. Each believer has his own special 
gifts and his own special service in God’s kingdom. The congregation in Corinth was 
abundantly rich in gifts of grace, but for that very reason they were exposed to many 
temptations; for the greater the gifts of grace, the greater the temptations, — temptations 
to pride and disorder and infiltration by false spirits. That’s why Paul writes this. He gives 
them the rule mentioned above about how to judge spirits and he teaches them in love and 
meekness to serve one another with various gifts.  

Our congregations too have received their talents; the gifts of grace have not ceased in 
the Church, but are found there in what is useful. Here is a saying of wisdom and a saying 
of knowledge, prophecy, and faith; and here and there gifts of miracles go forth if the Lord 
deems it necessary. We must simply be faithful and use properly what He has given us, 
then the diversity of gifts also would now show itself to be very wonderful. But we let the 
spirit of anger subdue us and hinder the best use of our gifts. Earthly cares hover over us 
like a swarm of locusts on our hearts; they block the sun and eat up the plants. God help us 
in these miserable days! The Spirit of love must unite us, so that what we sing becomes a 
reality: “How fair the Church of Christ shall stand, A beacon light in all the land, When 
love and faith all hearts inspire, And all unite in one desire To be a family and agree To live 
in peace and unity” [Kingo: ELH 418:1]. O then the various gifts of the Spirit should flourish as 
well. Are you working for this? How do you use your talent in this regard? Let me remind 
you that what is called meekness is very significant to the development of love and peace 
under one and the same Spirit. O that we might use all our powers in Christ’s love for the 
growth of the Church and to adorn all our conduct with His holy humility! Then gifts would 
increase and be multiplied. I sincerely pray for this, merciful God; grant us this for Jesus’ 
sake. Amen.  

O Holy Ghost, Most gentle Host, 
My cold heart now be meeting; 
Pour out Your grace In ev’ry place 
In true devotion lead me! 

Without Your hand Still no one can 
Jesus our Lord be calling; 
Within our heart Your light impart, 
Else comfort far is falling. 

Spirit of truth, Send ever forth 
Your Word to ev’ry nation! 
Grant it success! Satan distress! 
Let all know Your salvation! 

Ægidius: O Hellig Aand, Med Naadens Haand L 508:1.2.11 tr. DeGarmeaux;  
tune: Ach Gott und Herr (ELH 581); alternate hymn: O Christ, our true and only Light ELH 198:4-5 

324. Trinity 10 – Monday 
Lord, we will keep Your precepts; do not forsake us. Amen.  

Isaiah 5:1–7 Now let me sing to my Well-beloved a song of my Beloved regarding His 
vineyard: my Well-beloved has a vineyard On a very fruitful hill. He dug it up and cleared 
out its stones, and planted it with the choicest vine. He built a tower in its midst, and also 
made a winepress in it; so He expected it to bring forth good grapes, but it brought forth wild 



grapes. “And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge, please, between Me 
and My vineyard. What more could have been done to My vineyard that I have not done in 
it? Why then, when I expected it to bring forth good grapes, did it bring forth wild grapes? 
And now, please let Me tell you what I will do to My vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and 
it shall be burned; and break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. I will lay it waste; 
it shall not be pruned or dug, but there shall come up briers and thorns. I will also command 
the clouds that they rain no rain on it.” For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of 
Israel, and the men of Judah are His pleasant plant. He looked for justice, but behold, 
oppression; for righteousness, but behold, weeping. 

“What more could have been done to My vineyard that I have not done in it?” the 
Lord says about Israel. Should the same be said about us? He planted us as 
His congregation, fenced us in with His omnipotence and faithfulness, 

bestowed upon us rich and beautiful gifts, gave us the light of His Word, set watchmen 
among us and chastened us as we needed and deserved. What more could have been done 
that He has not done? His only-begotten Son He gave into death for us. Incredibly faithfully 
and patiently His Holy Spirit has worked in us, and everywhere He went with us was our 
path of grace and salvation. “What more could have been done to My vineyard that I have 
not done in it? Why then, when I expected it to bring forth good grapes, did it bring forth 
wild grapes?” Yes, why are we wicked and why do we produce bad fruit? It is wretched 
indeed. Here grow hatred and lying, fraud and wrong, idolatry and envy, enmity and 
quarreling, gluttony and drunkenness and lewdness. And those who avoid these things 
calmly look on and say nothing, or they step in too strongly, because they lack love. Love is 
lacking, but why? After His unspeakable grace and mercy toward us the Lord should expect 
justice, but behold, oppression; righteousness, but behold, weeping!  His love must melt our 
hearts and adorn us all with the beautiful fruits of the Spirit; but see, we are cold and 
scattered and, like poles of a magnet, repel one another, except out of selfishness. So the 
Lord then must remove the candlestick if we do not repent [Rev 2:5]. “I will lay waste My 
vineyard,” He says: “it shall not be pruned or dug, but there shall come up briers and 
thorns.” He did it with the people of Israel, although they were His choicest vine. The city 
was destroyed, and the people were scattered everywhere. This is right in front of our eyes 
as a warning to us. Let our Bible passage impress on us these two things which are closely 
connected: 1) God has richly supported us with every grace and gift, so that we were lacking 
nothing for faith and holiness; 2) if we do not produce better fruit than up to now, He will 
take the light from us, and we deserve this punishment.  

But we pray You, merciful God, help us to see and hear so that we may escape the 
destruction! Wake us, and let Your Holy Spirit rule. Let all the upright pray for this. Have 
mercy on our people. Drive away the evil spirit, strong and faithful God, patient, merciful 
God, and let the Spirit of grace and peace rule us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

O Lord, we pray Thee, grant to us remission! 
Pardon our sins, we mourn them with contrition, 
Thou who desirest not the sinner’s dying, 
Grace art supplying. 

Therefore, O Father, through Thy dear Son’s merit, 
Spare us and let us grace through Him inherit, 
That we in heav’n, with Thee, of life the Giver, 
May live forever. 

Thymus/Møller: Afvend fra os L 390:3.7 LHy 104:3.6 tr. C. Døving; tune: Herzliebster Jesu (ELH 292);  
alternate hymn: Awake, Thou Spirit, who didst fire ELH 395:1.4 



325. Trinity 10 – Tuesday 
Lord, grant us the obedience of faith and light in the mystery of grace. Amen. 

John 8:21–27 Then Jesus said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek Me, and 
will die in your sin. Where I go you cannot come.” So the Jews said, “Will He kill Himself, 
because He says, ‘Where I go you cannot come’?” And He said to them, “You are from 
beneath; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. Therefore I said to 
you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your 
sins.” Then they said to Him, “Who are You?” And Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been 
saying to you from the beginning. I have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but 
He who sent Me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I heard from Him.” They 
did not understand that He spoke to them of the Father. 

With deep sadness Jesus tells them how unhappy they are because they do not 
believe in Him. Every word expresses grief of genuine love and in this way He 
wants to waken them to repentance. But how miserable is the wickedness of the 

impenitent! Though they understand Him very well when He says: “Where I go you cannot 
come,” they interpret His words in the worst way possible, as if He perhaps intended to kill 
Himself. That is truly a devilish statement. They know that suicide is the most horrible 
thing a person can do, and they say such things about God’s Son! How the devil delights in 
this! But as poisonous as their statement is, the Lord becomes even kinder and gentler, only 
trying to win them over and proclaiming to them again and again the truth, that without 
faith they must die in their sins.  

Everyone must believe in Him, if they are to be saved. For He is one with the Father, 
the only true God. Only through the Son do we come to the Father, and that by faith. But 
whoever believes in Him indeed comes to the Father through the Son. He is what He says, 
and whoever receives and keeps the Word, that is, believes, through that Word comes into 
fellowship with the Son and the Father. Notice what He says here: “I Am just what I have 
been saying to you.” When you receive My Word in your soul, then I Am there Myself and 
remain in you, and I AM WHO I AM [Exo 3:14]. I Am the One who abides and remains 
eternally the same, the living God from above, the blessed One who has come to the world 
to take you with Me to heaven. The Jews did not understand that He was speaking to them 
about the Father, because they did not want to believe, but they wanted to remain in their 
sins. Dear soul, do you understand what the Lord is saying? Has it entered your heart? Has 
He become your life?  

Lord Jesus, I have but a little glimpse of Your glory, and see more and more of it after I 
receive grace to obey You and keep Your Word with childlike faith. Give me continually new 
grace for this, most merciful Savior, highly-praised Son of God! Amen. 

O wouldest thou but once for all surrender 
Thyself to Christ in prayer and grief for sin, 
Thou shouldest feel thyself  
By love most tender 
Surrounded and the peace of Jesus win. 
O how thy Savior would rejoice, 
If thou should’st now begin  
To listen to His voice! 



O wouldest thou, when God to thee is calling, 
But seize the hand that can salvation give, 
And do it now, before  
The night is falling 
Upon the souls that still in sin do live. 
O how thy Savior would rejoice, 
If thou should’st now begin  
To listen to His voice! 

Brorson: Ak, vidste du, som gaar i Syndens Lænke L 507:6.8 HCH 171:4-5 tr. P. C. Paulsen;  
tune: Ak vidste du (HCH 171); alternate hymn: Open now thy gates of beauty ELH 30:4 

326. Trinity 10 – Wednesday 
Lord, be gracious to us, and save us. Amen. 

Isaiah 1:2–6 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth! For the LORD has spoken: “I have 
nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against Me; the ox knows its 
owner And the donkey its master’s crib; but Israel does not know, My people do not consider.” 
Alas, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a brood of evildoers, children who are 
corrupters! They have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked to anger the Holy One of 
Israel, they have turned away backward. Why should you be stricken again? You will revolt 
more and more. The whole head is sick, and the whole heart faints. From the sole of the foot 
even to the head, there is no soundness in it, but wounds and bruises and putrefying sores; 
they have not been closed or bound up, or soothed with ointment. 

Heaven and earth and everything in them testify against the unconverted and accuse 
them for their obstinacy. Indeed the whole creation was corrupted by our fall, yet 
not in the same way as we have gone astray from the divine Law. Other creatures do 

not exercise such willing obstinacy against the Lord and do not willfully close their eyes and 
hearts to Him. Man is the most gloriously endowed, and man is the most deeply corrupted; 
man should know God most clearly and obey Him most willingly, but nothing became more 
estranged from Him than man, and nothing so obstinate as man.  

How stirring and compelling this is: “Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth! For the 
LORD has spoken: ‘I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against 
Me’,” yet it is not heard. It was spoken to the Jews, it is said to us; it applied to them, it 
applies to us: Alas, it applies to us, just as much as it applied to them! Heaven and earth 
hear it, but we don’t hear it! — Read slowly and thoughtfully what the Lord says later on: 
“Alas, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a brood of evildoers, children who are 
corrupters! They have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked to anger the Holy One of Israel, 
they have turned away backward.” What alarming and piercing words! Yet most people 
reject them now, just as the unbelieving Jews did. What use are all the words and deeds of 
the Lord’s love and chastisement? He has shown us His fatherly goodness a thousand 
times, now comes His reprimand. A few repent and are “like a tent in the vineyard” or like 
fruits that hang on after the harvest. For the majority the chastisement is also in vain: 
“Why should you be stricken again? You will revolt more and more.” How horrible when the 
chastisement only results in shame! And now He paints a picture that shows us the deep, 
gaping, infected sore, — to humble the individual and the people: “The whole head is sick, 
and the whole heart faints. From the sole of the foot even to the head, there is no soundness 
in it, but wounds and bruises and putrefying sores; they have not been closed or bound up, or 
soothed with ointment.” Look at yourself in a mirror, my friend, and look at your people in a 
mirror! The more God’s Word and faith are rejected, the sicker the people become, and the 
closer is the judgment. But this is not understood. “The ox knows its owner And the donkey 
its master’s crib; but Israel does not know, My people do not consider.”  



Lord, turn to us, so that we may be converted, renew our days as of old. Will You cast us 
off forever? Will You be so angry with us? O most merciful God, convert us, and save us for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

If thou but knew the life that thou art leading 
In sin and shame, is Satan’s tyranny, 
Thou wouldest kneel at once,  
With Jesus pleading, 
That He thy soul from bondage might set free. 
O how thy Savior would rejoice, 
If thou should’st now begin  
To listen to His voice! 

If thou but knew the grace so freely given, 
Its blessed pow’r and readiness to save, 
Thou wouldest not resist  
The call from heaven, 
But cease at once in Satan’s chains to slave. 
O how thy Savior would rejoice, 
If thou should’st now begin  
To listen to His voice! 

Brorson: Ak, vidste du, som gaar i Syndens Lænke L 507:1-2 HCH 171:1-2 tr. P. C. Paulsen; 
tune: Ak vidste du (HCH 171); alternate hymn: The world is very evil ELH 534:2 

327. Trinity 10 – Thursday 
O Lord, show us Your mercy, and give us Your salvation. Amen. 

Isaiah 29:10–14 For the LORD has poured out on you the spirit of deep sleep, and has closed 
your eyes, namely, the prophets; and He has covered your heads, namely, the seers. The 
whole vision has become to you like the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to 
one who is literate, saying, “Read this, please;” and he says, “I cannot, for it is sealed.” Then 
the book is delivered to one who is illiterate, saying, “Read this, please;” and he says, “I am 
not literate.” Therefore the LORD said: “Inasmuch as these people draw near to Me with their 
mouths and honor Me with their lips, but have removed their hearts far from Me, and their 
fear toward Me is taught by the commandment of men, Therefore, behold, I will again do a 
marvelous work among this people, a marvelous work and a wonder; for the wisdom of their 
wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hidden.” 

When a person resists God’s Spirit and does not want to be converted though he 
hears God’s Word and knows its power, then he becomes more secure and more 
hardened, sleeping more deeply and walking more blindly than the heathen. I 

once heard a pastor say that he used to be crushed by his sins, but now he thought that was 
crazy and just nerves of which he was now cured. “For God may speak in one way, or in 
another, yet man does not perceive it” (Job 33:14). God sends chastisements, wakes the 
sinner from sleep and lays the words of repentance on his soul. “Behold, God works all 
these things, twice, in fact, three times with a man, To bring back his soul from the Pit, 
that he may be enlightened with the light of life” (Job 33:29-30). Then when someone does 
not want to repent, the Lord pours out upon them a spirit of deep sleep, closes their eyes, so 
that they do not see the clearest thing and cannot be rid of the scales on their eyes even by 
the most powerful Word of God, but walk in happy insanity or in the gloom of despair with 
Saul and Judas to eternal condemnation. 

As it is with the individual, so it is with the peoples. There is a sort of mutual 
responsibility for individuals from the same people, just like children and parents. We know 
that the Lord will save the faithful out of the destruction of a condemned people, but here 
we are talking about people as a nation. When the Lord repeatedly visits them with 



spiritual awakenings, and they always sink back into apathy, into spiritless worship, into 
worldliness and unbelief, then He finally hardens them, completely takes away the rest of 
their spiritual understanding, and makes their wisdom into foolishness. “They are drunk, 
but not with wine; they stagger, but not with intoxicating drink” [Isa 29:9]. The candlestick is 
wholly and completely taken away [Rev 2:5]. Up to now the intercessions of poor, despised 
Christians had supported the whole structure; now it is over, and the carcass lies there for 
the ravens [Mat 24:27]. It has not yet come that far with our people; God, let it never happen! 
But the spirit of the Antichrist works busily among us, and many close their eyes to the 
light of the truth.  

Lord, teach us to recognize the time of our visitation and to understand what serves for 
our peace [Luk 19:42]. Be gracious to us, and be gracious to our people. Let Your face shine 
upon us, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

If thou but knew the snares of idle dreaming 
Of which unwary souls are ever fond, 
Thou wouldest seek the light  
From heaven beaming 
That leadeth safely to the goal beyond. 
O how thy Savior would rejoice, 
If thou should’st now begin  
To listen to His voice! 

Brorson: Ak, vidste du, som gaar i Syndens Lænke L 507:3-4 HCH 171:3 tr. P. C. Paulsen; 
tune: Ak vidste du (HCH 171); alternate hymn: Rise! To arms! ELH 518:1 

328. Trinity 10 – Friday 
Lord Jesus, let us experience the saving power of Your name. Amen. 

Acts 4:8–12 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and 
elders of Israel: If we this day are judged for a good deed done to the helpless man, by what 
means he has been made well, let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that 
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole. This is the ‘stone which was rejected by 
you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.’ Nor is there salvation in any other, for 
there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

The name of Jesus Christ had healed the lame man, so that “he, leaping up, stood and 
walked and entered the temple with them—walking, leaping, and praising God” [Act 
3:8]. This name heals all sinners who believe in Him. There is no one else and nothing 

else that can save us poor lost and condemned people. This miracle of miracles only the 
name of Jesus can accomplish. Some have sought salvation in the law, some in their 
Christian name and the outward use of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, some in their 
penitence and tears, some in their prayers and religious exercises, but none found it there. 
Peace and life are found only in Jesus Christ, in fellowship of heart with Him through faith.  

“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.” Salvation must “be given;” it must be a gift of God, 
and Jesus is given to us; God’s only-begotten Son became Man and our Savior. “Jesus” was 
and is His precious name. It is the name above all names and contains God’s love for us, our 
deliverance from all evil and our eternal salvation. Only in this name can we be saved, and 
all who are so fortunate to know Him will not be saved by anyone else, and they know in 
their heart that they could not be saved by anyone else. But by this name we must be 
saved. You must be saved in the name of Jesus, and it shall happen for you when you 
believe in Him. As surely as the lame man was healed by this name, so surely you shall be 
saved in this name. For it is full of saving power and blessed life for poor sinners. Just as 



the lame man in the power of Jesus’ name leaped about and praised God in the temple, you 
and I in the sin-forgiving and life-giving power of Jesus’ name will praise God and serve 
Him in His Church here on earth, and eternally praise Him in the temple of glory there. 
Only in Jesus is there salvation; nothing but salvation is in Jesus. So our saying should be: 
“Only blessed, and blessed only in Jesus’ name.”  

Precious Savior, give us Your Holy Spirit, so that we heartily believe in You, experience 
the power of Your saving grace, and confess You with confidence and joy. Let none of us by 
unbelief reject the saving grace of Your precious name. Amen. 

Jesus—dearest name to me, 
My Redemption early given, 
Firstfruit of the heirs of heaven, 
For poor souls a Refuge free, 
Faith’s strong Banner, vict’ry showing 
Hope’s true Anchor ev’ry hour, 
Light upon my pathway glowing, 
Even in my final hour! 

Jesus—sweetest name to know!  
O that name without an equal. 
Heaven’s Kingdom sweet and regal,  
Harbor for my weary soul! 
O my heart’s true Expectation, 
Heav’nly Treasure in my plight. 
O my Joy in tribulation, 
O my Light in death’s dark night. 

Brorson: Saligheden er os nær L 176:2-3 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Rind nu op i Jesu Navn;  
alternate hymn: Jesus! Name of wondrous love ELH 156:5-6 

329. Trinity 10 – Saturday 
Psalm 51:1–9 Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness; According to 
the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from 
my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin 
is ever before me. Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight—
That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge. Behold, I was 
brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me. Behold, You desire truth in 
the inward parts, And in the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom. Purge me with 
hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me to hear joy 
and gladness, That the bones which You have broken may rejoice. Hide Your face from my 
sins, And blot out all my iniquities. 

It was not just the sins with Bathsheba and Uriah that David felt. He confesses: “Behold, 
I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me.” True confession of 
sin does not look just at outward sins, but feels the heart’s deep corruption and there 

finds a terribly poisonous fountain from which all sinful deeds spring. There is lying and 
hatred and unchastity and greed, as the plant is already determined in the seed. This 
poison has penetrated the heart, so that it is wicked from youth on. Jesus says: “For out of 
the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, 
blasphemies” [Mat 15:19].  

The Lord allowed David to see Bathsheba, but He prevented David from hiding his sin 
with Uriah’s visit at home. If the Spirit cannot show us our sin in any other way, God 
allows the wicked, hidden desire of the heart to break out so that we humble ourselves and 



pray for grace. But let no one trifle with sin and do evil in order to learn contrition and to 
prove the truth of the Lord’s Word! Extinguish the spark so that it doesn’t become a flame! 
Pray God to spare you from David’s terrible way, and beware of that which lies at the door 
to ensnare you. God still will not let you taste the bitterness of sin if you are upright and 
want to be obedient toward His Spirit. And such a feeling of sin is always necessary; 
whoever does not recognize his sin with sorrow and recognize the justice of God’s judgment, 
also does not know the sweet and blessed peace of His mercy.  

Take note of David’s prayer and confession: these are not the words of a cold heart, but 
the strong piercing cry for mercy from an eager spirit. It is not an apathetic admission that 
he is a weak person like everybody else, but the deep and true confession of a wounded soul, 
that he is an evildoer from birth on. He is not done putting forth his confession and his 
prayer, but it is unspeakably important to him to be shown mercy and to be cleansed. 
“Wash me thoroughly,” he says: “Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and 
I shall be whiter than snow.” Do you have the same prayer within you, my soul? Are you 
bringing the proper sacrifices of God: a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart? 
Humbly pray that God will give you the true spirit of contrition, and say with the prophet: 
“You have fed them with the bread of tears, And given them tears to drink in great 
measure” [Psa 80:5]. 

Lord God, we do not have David’s deep humility, but still we feel our corruption and our 
sinful guilt with remorse and pain. Yes, I am poor and wicked; cleanse me and heal me, O 
God, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.  

Before Thee, God, who knowest all, 
With grief and shame I prostrate fall. 
I see my sins against Thee, Lord, 
The sins of thought, of deed, and word. 
They press me sore; I cry to Thee: 
O God, be merciful to me! 

O Lord, my God, to Thee I pray: 
O cast me not in wrath away. 
Let Thy good Spirit ne’er depart, 
But let Him draw to Thee my heart 
That truly penitent I be:  
O God, be merciful to me! 

O Jesus, let Thy precious blood 
Be to my soul a cleansing flood. 
Turn not, O Lord, Thy guest away, 
But grant that justified I may 
Go to my house with peace from Thee: 
O God, be merciful to me! 

Landstad: L 53 ELH 493 tr. C. Døving; tune: Vater unser 


