
258. Trinity 2 – I 
Lord, give us grace to follow Your heavenly call. Amen. 

Luke 14:16–24 Then He said to him, “A certain man gave a great supper and invited many, 
and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, ‘Come, for all things 
are now ready.’ But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I 
have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.’ And 
another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have 
me excused.’ Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So that 
servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house, being 
angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in 
here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.’ And the servant said, ‘Master, it 
is done as you commanded, and still there is room.’ Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go 
out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 
‘For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall taste my supper.’” 

“All things are now ready,” we only have to come. Everything is ready for our 
salvation. We are only to receive it and thank God. The Savior has come, the 
sacrifice is offered, the blood is carried in, sin atoned, and eternal righteousness 

brought about. And all this is decreed and offered in God’s Word and Sacraments. The Lord 
Himself is there with His death and His life, His righteousness and love. The Spirit has 
come and has entered God’s house with the gifts of life, keeps the house supplied with 
heavenly good things and invites all with the urgent call of grace. Whoever accepts the 
invitation receives righteousness, peace, and joy unmerited. Here is just what we need, just 
what our heart hungers and thirsts for. Here is fellowship with the one true God, here is 
holiness and love and freedom, here is comfort and joy and refreshment, here is the power 
of life, here is the source of salvation. Our paradise must not be lost forever! Somewhere a 
haven for the restless human soul must be found! Here, in Christ’s Church, here in the 
great Supper, is the home of the soul. Here is a cure for sin and death, here is life and 
salvation. “Come, for all things are now ready.”  

But those who were first invited reject it. The Jewish people did not want to believe in 
Christ. They wanted to have an earthly Savior, and so they rejected Jesus with the gifts of 
the Spirit and eternal life. Then God sent the call of grace to us Gentiles; but many of us did 
the same: sought after earthly things and rejected the heavenly, sought their success in 
creatures, in fields and cattle or in commerce and money, in luxury and sensual 
enjoyments, or in science and art. But whoever chooses these and rejects the riches of 
heaven loses both. Let us then learn wisdom from God’s Spirit and choose the good part, 
which shall not be taken away from us! Follow God’s call, give Him your heart, repent and 
believe in Jesus, receive His grace and let the Holy Spirit pour out God’s love in your soul. 
So let the heart be freed from the world, and no longer offer it to idols, for you are no longer 
a servant of corruption. For whoever finds the treasure of heaven sells all to get it. Whoever 
knows Jesus loves Him from his inmost heart and becomes His own with life and soul and 
goods and all gifts. But then he gets everything back again, both family and land, renewed 
and made dear by the hand of his heavenly Father, and now as a child of God he owns both 
body and soul, both earthly and heavenly things. Your secular dealings do not have to 
hinder you from the kingdom of heaven. Quite the opposite! It is the devil who changes 
everything. When you don’t have time to repent because of earthly busyness, then it’s just 
as foolish and unfounded as if a poor person doesn’t have time to receive a rich inheritance, 
because he must beg and live with drunkards.  

All things are ready. God invites us earnestly and gives us power to follow the call. No 
one who stays away and is lost has any excuse. — The Lord’s house shall also be full. If you 



don’t want to take your place, then He will find another to fill it, but then there is no more 
room for you.  

O draw us to You, Lord, and give us a portion in the kingdom of heaven. O Lord, You 
know what power earthly things have to hinder us, and You know how easily we let 
ourselves be deceived. Have mercy and help us! Help us to follow the call, and do not 
abandon us. Convert us, so that we are converted. Save us and we are saved. Amen. 

What good do pleasures yield us, 
That quickly come and quickly go? 
Can riches ever shield us 
When death has stretched his mighty bow? 
My Jesus’ throne of glory 
Has treasures passing all; 
All else is transitory 
But heav’n with joy is full; 
Compared to this, earth’s riches 
Are worthless as the sand; 
My heart, let Jesus teach us 
Joys of the promised land. 

I praise my God for sending 
The joy that lasts both night and day. 
A kingdom without ending 
He has prepared from that great day. 
The world is busy getting  
What soon will pass away; 
My crown in heav’n is waiting, 
Prepared and laid away; 
With God I reign forever 
In heaven’s glory grand; 
No trouble harms me ever 
When this I understand. 

Beck: Hvi skulde nogen være L 462:2-3 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Nun lob, mein Seel (ELH 456); 
alternate hymn: Come to Calvary’s holy mountain ELH 412:1-2 

259. Trinity 2 – II 
God, help us to hear Your Word about love. Amen. 

1 John 3:13–18 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. We know that we have 
passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother 
abides in death. Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer 
has eternal life abiding in him. By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. 
And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has this world’s goods, 
and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God 
abide in him? My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in 
truth. 

“We know that we have passed from death to life.” Is there a better change? We 
belonged to death — that is over — now we belong to life. My heart greatly 
rejoices! Death is the worst evil; life is the highest good. Death is the most 

terrifying thing, which I hate and detest from deep within my soul; life the most beautiful, 
which my deepest desire longs for. And now I have passed from death to life: blessed 
change! We know that this is so, John says. He teaches us here that God wants us to be 
certain of our rebirth. Our heavenly Father wants us to be confident, to enjoy a life of love, 
and to become rich in works of love. But then we must show that we are children of life. 



Whoever is uncertain about this is weak and shaky, hanging on to the world, and risking 
life before the Lord.  

But how do we know that we are born of God? Indeed, because we love the brethren. 
What is “life” other than love? That is what is poured out in the hearts of believers, and 
they love what God loves. He loves us so that His only-begotten Son died for us. But in 
laying down His life for us, He gave it to us, and whoever believes in Him receives it. Then 
we love everyone, but have good pleasure in the holy brethren and are one with them in 
God. The hearts of the regenerate are united in Christ’s love. If you have this brotherly 
attitude, then you are certainly a child of life. The natural man, dead in sin, can still love 
his own — as far as such can be called love — he can love his own physical and spiritual 
relatives and those like-minded with him, for this is to love himself. But to love all, to do 
good to his enemies with a willing heart, to pray for them and to bless them from the depths 
of his soul and to love God’s children, because they are God’s children, to rejoice in them 
because they love Jesus, this “loving the brethren” no one can do except those who are born 
of God.  

If this love is begun in you, then practice it, so that it will grow, as well as your 
confidence and peace. If hatred and anger still show themselves in your soul, then overcome 
them with prayer and God’s Word, and Jesus’ body and blood, and by interceding for your 
enemies and doing good toward them. Your heavenly Father will help you do this. But 
when you feel an urge to do good, then do not put it off. Follow the promptings of love, deny 
apathetic flesh, and live the life of the Spirit. In this way you shall make certain your 
adoption as sons.  

But we are such fools! We chatter on about knowledge, and where is love? We talk about 
understanding, but our hearts are cold. Woe to us, death shall rule everywhere! O God, rich 
in love, give us this most blessed thing of all: love. You gave us love in Your Son, give it to 
us in our heart, that we may practice it in our daily life and be assured by Your Spirit that 
we have passed from death to life. Amen. 

The most resplendent way 
For those who would say, “Nay” 
To worldly sin and blinding! 
In Jesus’ footsteps finding, 
Bright as a star is shining 
To charity inclining. 

Though I with splendid voice 
And words of brilliant choice 
Could speak, with angels’ keeping 
While love were in me sleeping, 
My faith were nothing other 
Than babbling brooks of water. 

O Jesus, to me grant 
Your love to understand, 
That all that I am doing 
May be Your love reviewing, 
That all my earthly story 
May to Your love give glory. 

Brorson: Den ypperligste Vei L 463:1.2.12 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Auf meinen lieben Gott (ELH 467); 
alternate hymn: Lord, Thee I love with all my heart ELH 406 



260. Trinity 2 – Monday 
Lord Jesus, let the Word of the cross and the way of the cross be dear to our hearts. Amen. 

Luke 14:25–33 And great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them, “If 
anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers 
and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. And whoever does not bear 
his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. For which of you, intending to build a 
tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it—lest, 
after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all who see it begin to mock him, 
saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going to make war 
against another king, does not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten 
thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the other 
is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. So likewise, 
whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.” 

We should not consult flesh and blood when we are called by the Lord to be His 
disciples, nor should we let other people, parents, relatives and friends make 
decisions for us, but we should consult with God through simple prayer and 

serious consideration of His Word. Then we choose the good part. — In our text we hear 
that the Lord Jesus does not deceive anyone who wants to be His disciple with promises of 
earthly comfort. He wants all from the beginning to know the cross and tribulation of being 
His disciple. The preacher who entices with the glory of God’s kingdom, but makes no 
mention of self-denial and tribulation, is not a true servant of the Gospel. For people are 
earthly-minded and understand everything in a fleshly way, if the blessedness of the 
kingdom is not presented in light of the cross. They are spiritual and eternal good things 
our Lord Jesus gives us. But for us to receive them, our mind must be turned away from the 
world, and before we can enjoy them, our self-will and fleshly desire must die. Here 
everything must be renounced. Here the cross must be carried. Christ must be followed, yes, 
life itself must be surrendered, — and this we ought to see, from the first, so that we do not 
begin Christian life with foolish dreams about a bed of roses, and be frightened back when 
we come across thorns.  

Many wish to inherit glory with Jesus, but few want to follow Him on the way of the 
cross. If you really want to be His disciple, then you must be prepared to suffer and to deny 
yourself continually here on earth. Only in heaven shall you receive the glorious 
inheritance. But remember that under the cross you walk with Jesus, that only there are 
you in His company, and only in this way do you become like Him. Walk then in the Lord’s 
strength! If we hear the Word about self-denial, cross, and death, then we shall also hear 
the Word about grace and strength from the Lord. And if we hear the Word about the cross 
of Christ correctly, then we also hear the Word about the Lord’s power in the same way. — 
It is not those who really hear the Word of the cross, it is not Christ’s cross-bearers, but it is 
the lazy person who says: “There is a lion outside! I shall be slain in the streets!” (Pro 
22:13).  

Lord Jesus, draw us to You. Grant us to be at peace with suffering in our flesh, yes, give 
us grace to rejoice in our tribulations, to rejoice in them, and to praise You for them. Let us 
not be frightened away by the law of self-denial, but give us strength from Your love, which 
is stronger than death. Amen. 



He alone can safely guide thee 
On the way to yonder shore, 
Thou art safe with Him beside thee, 
Having help for thee in store, 
But without Him thou shalt fail, 
All thy wisdom, like a tale, 
In the final test shall perish; 
Jesus only thou must cherish. 

Come, ye Christians, brave the weather, 
Courage take from God above, 
Like a phalanx stand together, 
Being one in faith and love. 
Keep ye Jesus ever near 
And His holy name revere. 
Help and strengthen one another 
Ev’ry selfish thought to smother. 

It is time we should be starting, 
Death is swiftly drawing nigh; 
Time, that we should be departing 
For a place with Christ on high. 
Take His cross and start today 
All who dare not risk delay; 
Come while yet the change is given, 
Who will join the throng to heaven? 

Brorson: Hvo vil med til Himmerige? L 461:4-5 HCH 174:3-5 tr. P. C. Paulsen; tune: Hvo vil med  
(HCH 174) or Freu dich sehr (ELH 593); alternate hymn: Jesus, I my cross have taken ELH 424:1 

261. Trinity 2 – Tuesday 
Lord, give us the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in Your knowledge. Amen. 

Isaiah 49:5–6 “And now the LORD says, who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, to 
bring Jacob back to Him, so that Israel is gathered to Him (for I shall be glorious in the eyes 
of the LORD, and My God shall be My strength), Indeed He says, ‘It is too small a thing that 
You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of 
Israel; I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, that You should be My salvation to the 
ends of the earth.’” 

This Servant of the Lord, the Savior of the tribes of Jacob, and the Light of the 
Gentiles, is none other than our Lord Jesus Christ. The aged Simeon’s song 
originated from our text. Christ’s Spirit in the prophets lives in him, and repeats the 

words in this way: “My eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the 
face of all peoples, a light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people 
Israel” [Luk 2:30-32].  

Christ shall convert Jacob, that is, the Jewish people. But He was rejected, from His 
mother’s womb, and His power was with the Lord, and He must say: “‘I have labored in 
vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and in vain” (v. 4). This is both sad and happy to 
hear. It is sad because of Israel. O children of Abraham, “who are Israelites, to whom 
belong the adoption of sons and the glory and the covenants and the giving of the law and 
God’s service and the promises, and from whom Christ came according to the flesh,” God’s 
chosen, the people of His own possession, are scattered to the winds and refuse to be 
gathered by their own King! But it is happy for us: that much sooner we receive the 
salvation they rejected. When those invited reject the call to the Supper, then the lame and 



blind and crippled in the highways and byways are invited. The last are first and the first 
last.  

So it is comforting for us to hear our Lord Jesus Himself lament over the futility of His 
work — futile, and yet not futile! O how good for us that the Lord Himself is tried by it! A 
true servant of the Lord is troubled over the stubbornness of his people and is zealous for 
their salvation. He works, he invites and calls, he urges them and prays for them before 
God and does not imagine that they still want to serve Satan. He must only speak the Word 
of life to their soul: — in vain he wearies himself for the irreverent; they do not want to 
repent. “But now the Lord says: It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to 
raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You 
as a light to the Gentiles, that You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.” This 
will be the final result of His saving work. But in this work all His servants labor, and He 
accomplishes it through them when they think all is in vain. Nothing that is done for the 
Lord is in vain, nothing at all. Every good thought you think and every power of love and 
truth you consider is from God. How then can it be useless? Your uncertainty can hinder it, 
but the Lord also knows that and He does in wisdom what you do in foolishness. No, the 
good you do is not in vain, but the good you neglect. Be zealous and rejoice, the glory of the 
Lord is advanced by your service, and Christ’s saving grace shall go forth to the end of the 
earth.  

In such faith make us diligent to do Your work, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

For those who walk in sadness deep 
With blinded souls e’er sinking 
He brings the Gospel’s gladness sweet, 
Enlight’ning mind and thinking. 
Though unbelievers walk in night 
Without the guidance of Your light, 
From blesséd comfort shrinking. 

Lift up your eyes and see them all, 
Gentiles from ev’ry nation; 
They heed the Lord’s most gracious call 
And seek His free salvation. 
His sons and daughters they shall be; 
Their God then face to face shall see— 
O wondrous declaration! 

Kingo: Vær trøstig, Zion L 194:3-4 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Nun freut euch (ELH 378); 
alternate hymn: We give Thee but Thine own ELH 445:3-4 

262. Trinity 2 – Wednesday 
Lord Jesus, draw the thoughts and longings of our heart to You. Amen. 

Luke 9:57–62 Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said to Him, 
“Lord, I will follow You wherever You go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and 
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” Then He said to 
another, “Follow Me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” Jesus said to 
him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.” And 
another also said, “Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are 
at my house.” But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” 



Not earthly, but heavenly things you must seek with Jesus. He is the Lord over 
heaven and earth, but He becomes the poorest of all for our sake, and we must learn 
from Him to forsake everything in the world if we are to enjoy the goods of His 

kingdom. This He says to us immediately, but He does not disown us if we do not 
immediately understand it all, if only we are of the truth. But how can wealth and the 
world’s yearning for it keep so many away from the Lord? Is it not a strange delusion — 
what am I saying? — a terrible deception of heart that these things which Jesus considers 
so lowly, and which we know are corruptible, are regarded so highly by us and have such 
power over our hearts? O come to Him, and let Him teach you to seek everlasting goods, 
then you are free from mammon and are lord over it. He shall not disown you, however 
weak you are, if you will listen to Him, obey Him, and receive from Him that sacred poverty 
which is the true wealth of the soul. Do it for the sake of your eternal salvation! 

To the man who says he will follow Him forever, the Lord speaks about his poverty, 
because He sees that the man’s eagerness is still fleshly, but that there is still a good 
foundation in him. To another He says: “Follow Me! Let the dead bury their own dead, but 
you go and preach the kingdom of God” — because He saw that this man’s heart was bound 
to his earthly home. Likewise with him who wants to follow Him, but first wants to say 
good-bye to his family. This spirit of Demas [2Ti 4:10] must be cast out if we are to be 
saved, for with it we would suffer the destruction of Sodom. But how many have laid their 
hand to the plow one moment looking forward, and later lost sight of the purpose, looked 
back, involved themselves in worldly things and lost their confidence! “So it happens when 
one steps aside from his duty just a little to take with him some of the world’s joy, then soon 
the pure mind which Jesus was taking care of becomes more and more false.”  

“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you 
both to will and to do for His good pleasure” (Phil 2:12-13). “Do not love the world or the 
things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all 
that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of 
the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who 
does the will of God abides forever” (1 John 2:15-17).  

Never let the world’s riches or joys hold us back from following You and never entice us 
from You, Lord Jesus! Draw us to You, and keep us with You, to our last hour. Amen. 

Who will join the throng to heaven?  
Come, our Savior calleth thee. 
Come, while yet the chance is given,  
Humbly bow to Him the knee. 
Turn from sin thy face away, 
With the world no longer stray; 
Greater things are thee awaiting 
Than the world’s despair and hating. 

Hast thou spent thy days in chasing  
Phantoms of delight and glee? 
Hast thou fondly been embracing 
Sin with all its agony? 
O then turn to Calvary, 
Let the cross thy solace be, 
With a heart contrite and lowly 
Give thyself to Jesus wholly. 

Brorson: Hvo vil med til Himmerige? L 461:1.3 HCH 174:1-2 tr. P. C. Paulsen; tune: Hvo vil med  
(HCH 174) or Freu dich sehr (ELH 593); alternate hymn: Jesus Christ, my sure Defense ELH 532:10 



263. Trinity 2 – Thursday 
O Spirit of God, let us attentively hear Your Word. Amen. 

Acts 13:38–41 “Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through this Man is 
preached to you the forgiveness of sins; and by Him everyone who believes is justified from 
all things from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses. Beware therefore, lest 
what has been spoken in the prophets come upon you: Behold, you despisers, marvel and 
perish; for I work a work in your days, a work which you will by no means believe, though 
one were to declare it to you.’” 

No one can be justified by the law, no sin can be taken away by the law. Everything is 
and remains unforgiven for anyone who holds to the deeds of the law. But in Jesus 
Christ is forgiveness of sins for everything and everyone. The law demands 

punishment for everything, Christ grants mercy for everything. With Him all works are 
done, all punishment suffered, all righteousness fulfilled. Therefore it says: “Come, for all 
things are now ready.” No one has such terrible sins that they should outweigh the blood of 
God’s Son. No one has so many sins that they should be worth more than the merit of God’s 
Son. No one is so corrupt that Jesus cannot cure him, no one so deeply fallen but Jesus still 
can raise him up. In Jesus there is a remedy for everything, but only in Him, nowhere else. 
If you could penetrate heaven, you would find no one else who can take away your sin, for 
there is no other Savior. But come to Him with everything that troubles your conscience. He 
takes it all away. — That’s why He became Man, that’s why He died, that’s why He entered 
into heaven with His own blood and intercedes for us, so that we might have complete 
forgiveness of sins and eternal life in His name. 

We learn here that “forgiveness of sins” and “justification” are essentially one and the 
same, which other Bible passages also clearly show as well. What does its mean to be 
justified? Answer: If I believe, God receives me in grace, “accounts to me Christ’s 
righteousness, frees me from sin and its punishment, and regards me in Christ as if I had 
never sinned.” — So I stand confident under my great High Priest and rejoice with Paul: 
“Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who 
condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right 
hand of God, who also makes intercession for us” (Rom 8:33-34). Everything is given to me 
out of pure grace without anything of my own works or justice.  

Our Bible passage is the end of the first sermon from Paul recorded for us, and gives us 
a summary of all that he spoke and wrote: Justification by faith in Christ for Jews and 
Gentiles. But he must add an admonition to the Jews. Let it also be an admonition to us: 
“Behold, you despisers, marvel and perish; for I work a work in your days, a work which 
you will by no means believe, though one were to declare it to you.” The Lord did a work 
with the city and people of the Jews which they did not want to believe when it was 
proclaimed to them. It stands there before our eyes. So let us not in unbelief despise his 
love, trample His justifying grace under foot, and bring His condemning wrath upon 
ourselves! 

Merciful God, show us our sin, and draw us with the call of grace. Do not leave us, for 
Jesus’ sake do not leave us in sin and unbelief, but convert us, and justify us in His blood. 
Amen. 



Bewail your wretched state, 
The wicked life you’re living; 
Then I will sure forget 
The evil you are giving; 
There is no joy for Me 
When sinners die disgraced; 
So may your refuge be 
Within My kind embrace. 

My Son is on the throne, 
Of life and grace the Winner; 
His blood and death atone 
For each and ev’ry sinner. 
And all who look to Him 
With faith and heartfelt trust 
Shall never be condemned, 
But find eternal rest. 

Brorson: O giver Lyd L 460:4-5 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Nun danket alle Gott (ELH 63); 
alternate hymn: Blest is the man ELH 416:2.4 

264. Trinity 2 – Friday 
Grant that we fear You, Lord, and know the true Word of Your grace. Amen. 

Acts 13:44–49 And the next Sabbath almost the whole city came together to hear the word of 
God. But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy; and contradicting 
and blaspheming, they opposed the things spoken by Paul. Then Paul and Barnabas grew 
bold and said, “It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; but since 
you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the 
Gentiles. For so the Lord has commanded us: ‘I have set you to be a light to the Gentiles, that 
you should be for salvation to the ends of the earth.’” Now when the Gentiles heard this, they 
were glad and glorified the word of the Lord. And as many as had been appointed to eternal 
life believed. And the word of the Lord was being spread throughout all the region. 

The Jews in Antioch “rejected the Word of God and judged themselves unworthy of 
everlasting life,” therefore Paul and Barnabas moved on. Here we learn why people 
are lost. “God desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 

truth” (1 Tim 2:4), but they themselves despise grace and reject the only Savior. The 
statement in v. 46, that God wanted to save them, but that they themselves despised the 
Word and the Savior, teaches us to understand verse 48 where it says that “the Gentiles, as 
many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.” This would be impossible if God had 
appointed some to salvation and others to damnation. It is clear that those who were lost 
were lost because they themselves despised the life which God had prepared for them and 
earnestly offered to them.  

But when it says that those who were saved were appointed to eternal life, this points 
back to God’s eternal decision in Christ as the basis of our salvation and is very 
encouraging for faith and hope. It was not first today or yesterday the Lord decided to call 
you, dear Christian. It was determined in the counsel of His love, before the world was. He 
decided not only to redeem all by His only-begotten Son, but He appointed you, that is, 
everyone who believes, to receive a portion in this salvation. He knew you from eternity and 
saw that you would receive the call, repent, believe, and remain in faith to the end. And 
“whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He 
also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also 
glorified” (Rom 8:29-30). But listen to this: whom He called and justified, these He also 



glorified. So be sure of this in faith! But we hold firm that God does not desire the death of 
any sinner, but the conversion of all. All are told: You are created to be saved, and for you 
the great Supper is set, but you are lost if you do not repent. But each believer is told: Your 
salvation rests on an eternal decision, which rests on the immutable counsel of God’s good 
and gracious will, and no one shall be able to separate you from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus.  

Lord, teach us to believe and to build our hope only on Your grace so that we are 
strengthened in faith and are victorious in all temptation and reach the heavenly Supper. 
Amen. 

My Spirit will give faith 
To ev’ry soul who’s turning 
From sin and certain death, 
Who for true life is yearning; 
The Spirit gives you strength 
To die to worldly pow’r, 
And all that round you stands, 
Until your dying hour. 

I then shall open wide 
The gates of My sweet heaven, 
And let the sound abide, 
From ev’ry heart be given: 
Come in, come, one and all, 
The victory’s assured, 
His grace you shall receive; 
For this you have His Word. 

Brorson: O giver Lyd L 460:6-7 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Nun danket alle Gott (ELH 63); 
alternate hymn: From eternity, O God ELH 220 

265. Trinity 2 – Saturday 
Lord God, give us grace by Your Spirit to hear Your glorious Word. Amen. 

Isaiah 55:1–5 “Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money, 
come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do 
you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen 
diligently to Me, and eat what is good, and let your soul delight itself in abundance. Incline 
your ear, and come to Me. Hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting 
covenant with you—the sure mercies of David. Indeed I have given him as a witness to the 
people, a leader and commander for the people. Surely you shall call a nation you do not 
know, and nations who do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, and 
the Holy One of Israel; For He has glorified you.” 

Here with our Lord Jesus in His Church is everything the soul needs: water for 
refreshment, wine for strengthening, milk for nourishment. 1) If you thirst for God, 
He is here to be found. If you thirst for forgiveness of sins, it is here to be gotten. If 

you thirst for righteousness and love, for holiness and enlightenment and peace, all these 
are here to enjoy. Here is the water of life. “If anyone thirsts,” Jesus says: “let him come to 
Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow 
rivers of living water” (John 7:37-38). If you feel weak and tired and sick, He calls and says: 
“Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest” [Mat 11:28]. Even if 
you are ready to drop, He will strengthen you so that you can “mount up with wings like 
eagles, run and not be weary, walk and not faint” (Isa 40:31). “The kingdom of God is 
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit” [Rom 14:17]. You shall receive everything 



that you need and can take comfort and joy, and with that the desire and strength to finish 
the battle of faith. The Holy Spirit shall bear witness with your spirit that you are a child of 
God and shall strengthen you powerfully with the joy of hope. 3) In the sincere milk of the 
Word and the heavenly meal of the Holy Supper is nourishment enough for your inner life. 
Here is food for your soul, so that you may grow in knowledge of God and heavenly wisdom, 
and food for your heart, so that you shall increase in love and ability to every good thing. 

And all of this for free. So “buy” it here! “Nothing” is what you shall give for the good 
things of God’s house. So it is clear that all who desire can come and buy. For we all have 
“nothing.” We all have lost our own things, so that we have nothing with which to buy. Or 
do you perhaps still try to count your “money”: prayers, tears, deeds, sufferings? These are 
coins of plain lead, and you spend them for what is not bread: in the house of bondage and 
serving the letter of the law. No, in reality you have nothing. So come then and enter into 
the kingdom of grace, where Christ is Prince and all are free, where forgiveness of sins is 
the promise of the covenant, and hearing the Word is the way of life. If you can hear the 
Lord speaking: “Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money, 
come, buy and eat,” then you taste God’s love and grace and peace, and you have eternal 
life. O incline your ear and come to Jesus. Hear, and your soul shall live! 

Give us grace to do this, merciful God! We lament and confess that we are hard of 
hearing when You speak Your life-giving Gospel. Dear Lord, have mercy on us, and open 
our ears by Your good Holy Spirit, that we may receive life and strength from the 
abundance of Your house. Amen. 

Arise, arise, have you not heard 
That God His love is sending? 
He calls with His life-giving Word 
Of grace and peace unending: 
Now all poor sinners surely may 
Come to receive from Him today 
Eternal life and gladness! 

Our God is meek and does atone 
Us to Himself by His Son; 
The Word declares what Christ has done 
By His dear blood, O listen! 
His Word awakens us to life 
Who once were dead in sin and strife, 
And we become God’s children. 

O grant us, God, to us so dear, 
Your Word be preached with power 
That people ev’rywhere may hear 
Your message in this hour, 
That they may see Your grace so sweet 
With us in joyous feast to meet 
In Jesus’ gracious kingdom. 

Brorson: Op alle folk paa denne Jord L 440:1.4.6 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Ach, Gott, vom Himmel (ELH 440);  
alternate hymn: Come to Calvary’s holy mountain ELH 412:4


