
Easter 
Alleluia! Christ, our Passover is sacrificed for us.  

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

Easter is the oldest and the most important festival of the Church, and for 2000 years the life 
of the Church has centered on it. Just as the Resurrection of Our Lord is the center of our 
faith, so it is high point of the Church Year. We prepare for it during Lent, and now we set 
aside six more weeks especially to meditate on its meaning to the Christian life. During this 
time we are reminded that through faith, Jesus’ death and resurrection are our death and 
resurrection. In Him we have died to sin and risen to new life, thus Baptism is a recurring 
theme during the Easter season, along with the joy and the fruits of the Christian life. 

Prayer for the Easter Season 
We give thanks to You, O Lord Jesus Christ, exalted Prince of Life, that You gave 

Yourself for us into death, out of divine love, and offered Yourself to Your heavenly Father as 
an atoning sacrifice for our sins, thus delivering us from the power of death, the devil, and 
eternal damnation. In proof of this You, the Prince of Life and the Lord over death, rose from 
the dead on the third day, and brought forth righteousness, innocence, and eternal life. We 
pray You, grant us grace, that, by the working of Your Holy Spirit in us, we may take deep-
felt joy and comfort in Your death and resurrection, thereby quiet our conscience and 
overcome all fear of death. And let Your resurrection be to us a cause and incentive to good 
works and fruits of righteousness, that we, as Your people, may be willing to worship You in 
the beauty of holiness. Grant that we may daily die to sin, crucify and slay the old Adam 
with his lusts and desires; that, on the other hand, we may arise spiritually, begin to live in 
righteousness, walk in a new life, purge out the old leaven, and become a new leaven. Grant 
furthermore, we beseech You, that we may look forward with comfort and joy to the 
resurrection of our deceased bodies, which on the last day shall come forth again by virtue of 
Your resurrection, and may we then with body and soul enter Your kingdom of heavenly 
glory and grandeur. Amen.  



174. Easter – I 
The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tents of the righteous. [Psa 118:15]  

Mark 16:1–7 Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome bought spices, that they might come and anoint Him. Very early in the morning, 
on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen. And they said 
among themselves, “Who will roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?” But when 
they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away—for it was very large. And 
entering the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a long white robe sitting on the right 
side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him. 
But go and tell His disciples—and Peter—that He is going before you into Galilee; there you 
will see Him, as He said to you.” 

“Who will roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?” the women 
anxiously asked. “But when they looked up, they saw that the stone had been 
rolled away—for it was very large.” The stone which imprisons us in death and 

the grave is sin. It is so large and heavy that no human and no angel could roll it away. It 
would certainly keep us imprisoned forever in the pit of death, separated from God, 
excluded from all life and light. But Jesus has taken away sin and burst open the grave. 
Then the angel rolled away that stone so that the victory might be seen. Go to Jesus’ grave 
and see! — Behold, the stone is rolled away! He who died for the sins of the world and said: 
“It is finished,” He is risen, and His “Finished” is affirmed. If He had not truly paid for our 
sins in full and fulfilled everything for us, then the death to which He delivered Himself 
would have held Him fast. Now He is truly arisen, and so it is clear that the cup of death 
has indeed been drunk, sin’s burden is really taken away. The stone is rolled away. If sin 
still oppresses your conscience, and death anxiously threatens you, then remember that you 
are baptized into Him, “who was dead, but is alive,” so that you have died with Him and 
have been raised with Him. Sin no longer has any power to cause your death. In Christ 
death was endured, it is finished.  

That’s how little sin can make your hearts into a grave full of the offspring of death, a 
dwelling place for the wicked powers of darkness. You are united with the living Christ, one 
with Him over whom sin has not a shred of authority. Christ is risen, so the stone is rolled 
away. Christ is risen, so sin is conquered and death destroyed. To me there is nothing, and 
can be nothing more glorious than Paul’s declaration  that “Jesus Christ has abolished 
death” (2 Timothy 1:10). Death, this terrible reality, death — is abolished, so it is no more! 
Alleluia! If only we could shout the victory cry so that it is heard over all the earth! Truly, 
death is abolished, death for us and death in us! We are saved from the greatest of all 
terrors, for we are members of the Body of Him who died and rose again, completely one 
with Him both in His death and in His resurrection. Our faith is still so weak, but it is 
firmly grounded in God’s Word and therefore it is stronger than all the gates of hell. 

Jesus’ grave is the door for all graves in which the believers’ bodies are laid to rest. The 
seal is broken and the stone is rolled away. He is the Resurrection and the Life. “Whoever 
believes on Him, though he may die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in 
Him shall never die” (John 11:25-26). Do you believe this? It is completely trustworthy. He 
who is the Truth Himself has spoken it, so that you can safely set your heart on it. Blessed 
are you if you believe! Yes, blessed are all who truly believe, though their faith may be weak 
and struggling!  

How shall I thank You, Lord Jesus, for Your victory over death and the devil, and for 
life, eternal life, which You have given me! Grant me grace to live for You as long as I live, 
to confess Your name by walking in godliness, and to bear much fruit for Your kingdom. 



And grant me then eternally to stand before the feet of Your throne with praise and 
thanksgiving. You know, my innermost heart says: Praised be Your glorious name forever! 
And how blessed I shall be to praise You with a new tongue eternally in Your heaven. 
Amen. 

Like the golden sun ascending,  
Breaking through the gloom of night,  
On the earth his glory spending  
So that darkness takes to flight;  
Thus my Jesus from the grave  
And death’s dismal, dreadful cave,  
Rose triumphant Easter morning,  
At the early purple dawning.  

Thanks to Thee, O Christ victorious!  
Thanks to Thee, O Lord of life!  
Death hath now no power o’er us,  
Thou hast conquered in the strife;  
Thanks because Thou didst arise,  
And hast opened Paradise!  
None can fully sing the glory  
Of the resurrection story.  

For my heart finds consolation,  
And my fainting soul grows brave,  
When I stand in contemplation  
At Thy dark and dismal grave;  
When I see where Thou didst sleep  
In death’s dungeon dark and deep,  
Yet didst break all bands asunder,  
Must I not rejoice and wonder? 

Kingo: L 346:1-3 ELH 354:1-3 tr. G. A. T. Rygh; tune: Werde munter

175. Easter – II 
Living Lord Jesus, make us alive and holy with You. Amen. 

1 Corinthians 5:7–8 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since 
you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. Therefore 
let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but 
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

During Passover all leaven [yeast] was forbidden to the Children of Israel under penalty 
of death. But as they ate the Passover lamb each year, so we eat the true Passover 
Lamb forever with heartfelt faith. Christ is delivered into death for us, and whoever 

believes in Him lives forever in His fellowship and celebrates Passover unceasingly. “Unless 
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you” (John 6:53). 
Here it is talking about the union of the heart with Jesus. Only in that is there life. But do 
you hear what the Apostle says about the leaven? Do you remember that leaven is 
forbidden, that it is death itself? “The old leaven” is the nature and life of the old man. All 
the lusts of the flesh must be attacked, just as all the leaven in the house among the 
Israelites had to be swept out at Passover. If you make peace again with any of your fleshly 
lusts, then it is death. “The leaven of malice and wickedness” is the same as an evil and 
deceitful mind. How could hate and anger, the spirit of Esau and Saul, be united with Jesus 
who is pure love? Or how should anger, lying, and deceit belong together with our holy, 
sinless Passover Lamb? No, no! Sincerity and truth should be our bread. You believers in 



the Lord are a new lump of dough. You are unleavened and pure, and you should be. The 
Passover is sacrificed; so you are a new lump, the Apostle says. O you who understand 
God’s Word and believe it! Because you are a new lump, you can and shall purge out the 
old. Your whole life should be in sincerity and truth. Your whole life should be in the power 
of Christ’s resurrection and the fellowship of His suffering. Your whole life should be on a 
high level. It should not wallow in the mud, in the filth of sin, but it should be in the 
heights: in truth and holiness, in Jesus’ pure and heavenly spirit. As leaven leavens the 
whole lump, so the new life, the life of Christ’s resurrection, should be seen in your 
behavior: from the heart in all your deeds show yourself to be like this even down to the 
least things, just as in our body the heartbeat drives the blood out into the fingertips.  

God, help us truly to believe and truly to live a holy life. Amen. 

My soul, now arise and be waking 
For hell’s darkest cloud now is breaking 
By Jesus’ death all now is vanished, 
And vict’ry eternal accomplished. 

Away with all sins and oppression! 
Shines forth now the Lord’s resurrection! 
For Jesus our sins all did carry, 
That we all our guilt now may bury. 

Purge out, one and all, the old leaven, 
To penitence truly be given. 
All evil of soul now be ridding, 
Farewell to the old ways be bidding. 

A Passover Lamb now is driven,  
To slaughter for us now is given, 
Lord Jesus, our joy and our gladness 
Who soon takes away all our sadness. 

Let purity fill all my thinking 
And truth in all my understanding, 
All wickedness casting far from us, 
The Passover we keep with gladness. 

Kingo: O kjæreste Sjæl op at Vaage L 353:1-4.6 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Med Sorgen og Klagen (LHy 595);  
alternate hymn: The strife is o’er ELH 357:1-2

176. Easter Monday – I 
Come, Lord Jesus, and speak to our hearts. Amen. 

Luke 24:13–35 Now behold, two of them were traveling that same day to a village called 
Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusalem. And they talked together of all these 
things which had happened. So it was, while they conversed and reasoned, that Jesus 
Himself drew near and went with them. But their eyes were restrained, so that they did not 
know Him. And He said to them, “What kind of conversation is this that you have with one 
another as you walk and are sad?” Then the one whose name was Cleopas answered and said 
to Him, “Are You the only stranger in Jerusalem, and have You not known the things which 
happened there in these days?” And He said to them, “What things?” And they said to Him, 
“The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet mighty in deed and word 
before God and all the people, and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be 
condemned to death, and crucified Him. But we were hoping that it was He who was going to 
redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today is the third day since these things happened. 
Yes, and certain women of our company, who arrived at the tomb early, astonished us. When 



they did not find His body, they came saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who 
said He was alive. And certain of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just 
as the women had said; but Him they did not see.” Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, 
and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! Ought not the Christ to 
have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” And beginning at Moses and all the 
Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. Then 
they drew near to the village where they were going, and He indicated that He would have 
gone farther. But they constrained Him, saying, “Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and 
the day is far spent.” And He went in to stay with them. Now it came to pass, as He sat at 
the table with them, that He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then 
their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight. And they said 
to one another, “Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and 
while He opened the Scriptures to us?” So they rose up that very hour and returned to 
Jerusalem, and found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, saying, 
“The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” And they told about the things that 
had happened on the road, and how He was known to them in the breaking of bread. 

You never walk alone, dear Christians, but always in the grandest company. No doubt 
you have met many noble people, and you have had good conversations on the way. 
But He who is greater than all was always there with you. Where two or three 

believers speak together about the Lord, He is always near, and their hearts surely receive 
a blessing. But you have also often walked alone with Him, in the morning when the sun 
rose, and at evening in darkness and gloom. He spoke to your heart in the Scriptures and 
you were able to speak with Him in return. He removed your doubt and turned your lament 
into praise. But sometimes you also forgot Him. He still went with you and never forgot 
you. Often He disappeared from your view, but still He was near, and He always revealed 
Himself again within the assembly of the brethren by the Word and Sacrament, or in 
private by the Word and prayer.  

If you have a spouse who loves the Lord, or you live with other friends in God, then do 
not let Satan prevent you from talking about what happened in Jerusalem at Easter. Let 
Him who is the fulfillment of the Scriptures and who transfigures Himself for our spirit in 
the same Holy Scriptures, be the subject of your conversation, that is: Always look for light 
and counsel in God’s Word for all your soul’s concerns, and He shall surely speak with you 
and lead you into all truth. You shall see ever more clearly that Christ is the Sun of 
Righteousness. According to God’s eternal plan of love, according to the multitude of fainter 
and brighter beams, which shone over the earth already in Old Testament times, He had to 
arise in this very way—in Him righteousness and mercy kiss one another, and for this 
reason He had to suffer and die. As God’s eternal nature and will are, so is His eternal 
decree. As it was decreed, so it was written, and as it is written, so it had to happen, and so 
it did happen. And your heart still, at least sometimes, shall burn within you.  

But if you walk alone, then remember that you are not alone when you have Scripture 
and believe it. Open your eyes, and see! Truly, the Living One is with you. Don’t you see 
Him? Don’t you believe that He is near you and that He sees and hears you? Walk with 
Him, talk with Him, pray to Him: “Abide with me, Lord! Abide with us, for it is toward 
evening, and the day is far spent.” He was with the two in Emmaus and walked unseen, 
following them back to Jerusalem at evening. He will do the same with us. Through the 
world’s darkness we go to the brethren in Jerusalem, with the One Unseen following us — 
there we shall see Him as He is.  

We thank You, precious Savior, for such grace — and we pray You: Explain the 
Scriptures to us, so that our hearts may burn within us. Amen. 



Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer now hear, 
Thy pilgrim who now hurries 
Through all this world’s fast-fleeting years 
Filled with a thousand worries! 

In Thee my heart true rest doth find, 
Me comfort daily granting; 
O let Thy Spirit dwell with mine, 
Thy mercy in me panting. 



The path I gladly walk with Thee, 
O gentle, risen Savior! 
To heaven I would go with Thee, 
Thy footsteps follow ever. 

Walk with me, lest I fall away,  
O draw me always near Thee; 
Make me to walk on heaven’s way 
In sorrow ever cheer me. 



And when my evening hour is near 
In youth or age soon chasing; 
Abide with me and hold me dear 
When I my death am facing. 

Lord Jesus, grant me then to dwell 
With Thee and with Thy Father; 
And may my journey go so well, 
Till round Thee we may gather.  

Kingo: Hvor lifligt er det dog at gaa L 357:8-13 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Jeg ved et evigt Himmerig (LHy 523); 
alternate hymn: Abide with me ELH 561:1-2 or Abide with us, the day is waning ELH 563

177. Easter Monday – II 
O God, let us be found among the upright. Amen. 

Acts 10:34–41 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that God shows no 
partiality. But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by 
Him. The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus 
Christ—He is Lord of all—that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, 
and began from Galilee after the baptism which John preached: how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all 
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. And we are witnesses of all things 
which He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on 
a tree. Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, not to all the people, but 
to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose 
from the dead.” 

Jesus went about in Galilee and the whole country and did good and helped all the 
needy. Not one who sought His help was unaided. He received all people and all types 
of people, and never said “No” to any in need. Let all note this well: Not one needy 

person did Jesus in any way send away unaided. Grace and mercy shine in His deeds. After 
His death and resurrection He is not simply in Galilee and in the whole Jewish land, but 
everywhere where human hearts of all races of people long for Him. For He loves all. He 
has redeemed all with His death on the cross, and He has healing and salvation for each 
and every one. Peace through Jesus Christ shall still always be proclaimed for the Children 
of Israel, but also for all the Gentiles, and He Himself is with His witnesses always until 
the end of the world. The Apostles ate and drank with Him after He arose. He is unseen in 
the midst of them everywhere and reveals Himself when He will. After the ascension and 
the outpouring of the Spirit they see Him no more, but will He not be with them? He shows 
His power gloriously in their preaching, always gives them victory, beats down Satan’s 
power, and through them reveals the sweet fragrance of His knowledge in every place.  

Go out then, comforted with the Savior’s words. Be witnesses of Jesus! You never, never 
walk alone. Live continually with faith in Him, and proclaim His death and resurrection as 
something in which you have your life, something you yourselves have experienced. His 
peace shall conquer in your heart, and He shall reveal His conquering power in the Word of 
Him whom you proclaim. Even in His humiliation He healed all who were oppressed by the 
devil. Should He not send His power from His throne of glory, so that the devil might yield 
before His truth and life in the Gospel of peace? Or should He likewise not have more joy in 
saving people? “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). 
God, help us that we may no longer be unbelieving, but believing!  

“Oh, praise the LORD, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you peoples! For His merciful 
kindness is great toward us, And the truth of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD!” 
[Psa 117] Amen. 



Praise to the Lord, who His rescuing love now is sending 
Unto the lost with His message of mercy unending, 
Calling so mild All who have wandered so wild, 
Come to His grace, thy heart rending. 

Praise to the Lord, whose enlightening love now is beaming,  
Chasing away all the darkness from hell that was streaming. 
Come now and hear, For ev’ry soul He holds dear; 
Enter His daylight all gleaming. 

Praise to the Lord, whose soul-nurturing love is proceeding, 
Tending the vineyard He planted, its boughs ever feeding, 
Gathering in Every kindred and kin, 
Joy for their sad spirits sending. 

Döring: Lover den Herren, hvis reddende Kjærlighed L 364:1-3 tr. DeGarmeaux;  
tune: Lobe den Herren (ELH 65); alternate hymn: All hail the power ELH 49:6-7

178. Easter Tuesday 
Lord, increase our faith. [Luk 17:5] Amen. 

Luke 24:36–48 Now as they said these things, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and 
said to them, “Peace to you.” But they were terrified and frightened, and supposed they had 
seen a spirit. And He said to them, “Why are you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit 
does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.” When He had said this, He showed them 
His hands and His feet. But while they still did not believe for joy, and marveled, He said to 
them, “Have you any food here?” So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some 
honeycomb. And He took it and ate in their presence. Then He said to them, “These are the 
words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which 
were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” And He 
opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures. Then He said to 
them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from 
the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His 
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of these things.” 

Jesus shows them His hands and feet with the marks of the nail prints, so that they 
would be sure that it was He Himself. When He comes again, we shall know Him by 
these same marks. The Lord still bears His scars, but in transfigured form: He is the 

same on the throne as on the cross: God and Man in one Person, the Crucified and Risen 
One. He could have taken His body back from death without the scars if He had wanted, 
but He wants to show them to the Father and the angels as well as His accusers. To us they 
should be precious. They speak for us before God. The same One, who died for us, lives for 
us by the atoning and saving grace of His death.  

In the meantime our eyes cannot see Him for the condition set by God for our salvation 
is that right now we should believe and not see. “We walk by faith, not by sight.” But how 
shall we then find Him and be assured that we are with Him, assured that He is with us, 
and that it is He Himself? For our life depends on this, and here we must not build on a 
dream, nor on human wisdom. Here it is necessary to have solid ground under our feet. 
May the Spirit explain it to your heart! Note then what you read in this Gospel. His 
Apostles, who are eyewitnesses of His death and resurrection, He sends out into the world 
to gather people to Him, and He promises to be with them in that. But they could no longer 
point to His nail prints and display His scars to their eyes, they were only able to and 
supposed to preach the Gospel and baptize. There His scars are visible to the eye of faith! 
Where the Word of repentance and remission of sins is proclaimed, there the Lord Himself 



is present and there He works faith, just as surely as He was with the Ten and convinced 
them so that they believed. Let us not ask for signs from heaven like the Pharisees, but 
hear the Word and meditate on the Scriptures. Aren’t these signs enough? They are exactly 
the right signs. They are sure, clear, unmistakable signs. For the Lord Himself is in them. 
Indeed through them Jesus comes down to us with His death and resurrection, with 
forgiveness of sins and peace! What more do you want? By these means the Holy Spirit 
creates faith in your heart, if you do not stubbornly reject Him. What more do you need? If 
you refuse to believe, then that is your condemnation. Whoever believes has life in His 
name. 

Precious Savior, You are at God’s right hand and intercede for us, and You are here and 
reveal Yourself to our hearts. We thank You for Your holy Word and Your most worthy 
Sacraments. We do not want any other signs and will not look for You anywhere else. But 
You know how much unbelief we still have to fight against. We pray You, increase our faith, 
open the Scriptures to us, give us a simple and childlike mind, keep us with You, grant us 
grace to confess You and never be offended at Your cross. Amen. 

Jesus bids us have His peace, 
As among us He is standing, 
Peace that never more shall cease, 
Peace that passes understanding. 
Show our weak faith hands with nailprints, 
Wounds that show Thy battle’s imprints. 

Show us that Thou fought and won, 
Thou art still our Lord and Savior. 
Our salvation Thou hast won 
And receive us in Thy favor. 
Grant amidst our earthly wasting 
Peace Thou purchased for our tasting. 

Brun: Jesus, som iblandt os staar L 369 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune Liebster Jesu (ELH 1); 
alternate hymn: The strife is o’er ELH 357:4-5

179. Easter Wednesday 
O God, confirm our hope of resurrection in Christ’s resurrection. Amen. 

John 20:1–10 On the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it 
was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. Then she ran and 
came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 
have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.” 
Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb. So they both 
ran together, and the other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. And he, 
stooping down and looking in, saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he did not go in. Then 
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; and he saw the linen cloths lying 
there, and the handkerchief that had been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, 
but folded together in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, 
went in also; and he saw and believed. For as yet they did not know the Scripture, that He 
must rise again from the dead. Then the disciples went away again to their own homes. 

The stone is rolled away and the grave is open. The Lord is gone, the linen cloths 
remain, and the handkerchief is folded together in a place by itself. Can this be the 
work of the enemies, who robbed it, and how could the hands of friends have taken 

Him away? — The grave is no longer a house of death, only the trappings of death remain 
in the grave. This is Jesus’ grave, but Jesus’ grave is my grave. For whose sin did He die? 
Himself, He has no sin. Surely it is our sin. So then it is our death He died, but then it is 
also our grave in which He is buried. Does anyone doubt that it was as Mary, Peter, and 



John saw it: that the grave was empty? There is no question about it. But who would have 
opened the grave and taken Him away? The disciples couldn’t do it, for the watch had been 
set and the stone had been sealed. And besides, it would never have occurred to them, for 
they didn’t think He would rise again. O no, we are blessed and saved because this 
happened: He is risen, the grave is burst, for the price of sin is paid, and death destroyed by 
life. The Scriptures are right and so is Jesus Himself who said that He would rise the third 
day. Now, to be sure, my grave still looks like an abode of death. There is a coffin and death 
clothes and shroud, yes, for a time my body was still there, but my Jesus, who lay in the 
grave and rose again, said: “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, 
though he may die, he shall live” (John 11:25). I see in His open and empty tomb that it is 
true. My heart lives in Jesus. I could say I feel that the life He gave within me is eternal life 
and cannot die. But what is even more certain and more sure, yes a thousand times more 
certain than everything else, is His Word: “I shall arise and you with Me, because I live, you 
will live also” (John 14:19).  

“You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right 
hand are pleasures forevermore” [Psa 16:11]. Grant me grace to believe. Grant me the Spirit’s 
light to believe in heart and in deed. Amen.  

Death, thou art no more king; 
Thy sword hath lost its sting, 
However hell doth wrangle, 
And Satan tries to strangle! 
Thy glory’s lost forever. 
The Lord’s name praise forever. 

For death I fear no more 
Nor earth’s most dreadful store. 
My dust Christ will be waking 
And me in glory taking 
For heaven’s honor ever. 
The Lord’s name praise forever. 

O Jesus, help me oft 
My daily sin put off, 
To sing my offertory 
Before Thy throne of glory 
Eternal thanks then blending 
With angels’ song unending. 

Kingo: Op Sjæl bryd Søvnen av L 347:9-11 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Auf meinen lieben Gott (ELH 467); 
alternate hymn: Jesus lives! The victory’s won ELH 353:1.5

180. Easter Thursday 
Living Savior, reveal Yourself to our hearts. Amen. 

John 20:11–18 But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped 
down and looked into the tomb. And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and 
the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. Then they said to her, “Woman, why 
are you weeping?” She said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not 
know where they have laid Him.” Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw 
Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why 
are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to 
Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take 
Him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to 
say, Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My 



Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your 
Father, and to My God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she 
had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken these things to her. 

The Lord had rescued Mary Magdalene from the most wretched condition. By her sins 
she had ruined herself; He had saved her. From seven demons He had cleansed her. 
Now she was a new person and loved Him with living love. She also had the great 

honor of being the first to see Him after His resurrection. Yet she still is not a perfect saint. 
She clings too much to the Savior’s earthly side, yet certainly in a different way than the 
Apostles. Her mind hardly thought of seeing the Lord as King in order to rule with Him. 
But her love, which we must in no way consider physical, was still connected to our physical 
senses, and had come from seeing and feeling more than from faith. “Tell me where You 
have laid Him,” she says: “and I will take Him away.” And Jesus says to her: “Do not cling 
to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father.” She was supposed to have a different view 
of His holiness and greatness and heavenly majesty. She was supposed to learn to say: “We 
know Christ no longer according to the flesh” [2Co 5:16]. Her love had to be purified, God’s 
Spirit had to unite it with a holy reverence for the exalted Son of God. But how gently He 
chastens her! “Mary!” In that word is a purely delightful invitation. And so He only has to 
say: “Do not cling to Me,” and her heart bows in reverence and fulfills His command. 

If only there were such a zealous and such a pure mind among all converts as there is in 
her! There might be not only the kind of fleshly works among us for which Paul first and 
foremost rebuked the Corinthians: namely, envy, contentions, and divisions, but there are 
also hidden and dangerous lusts of many kinds. We are still familiar with them and know 
how they tear away one’s peace of mind if they are not seriously controlled. But we also 
know and testify that God’s Spirit helps the upright to victory. All the old leaven must be 
purged out, and by God’s grace it shall indeed happen. For Christ died and rose again for 
us, we are baptized into His death, we eat and drink His Body and Blood, and our life in 
Him is spiritual and heavenly. Nothing, no friendship with any kind of fleshly lust among 
you, believing brothers, but a pure virgin mind for our Bridegroom! Love Him from your 
whole heart with holy love, proclaim His death and resurrection everywhere, and love one 
another fervently from a pure heart! Then you shall have great peace. 

Lord, chasten us, and cleanse us, and draw our mind to You in heaven. Amen. 

Stand up to meet Him, 
Thy Savior, Bride of Christ; 
Though death did greet Him, 
From death He did arise! 
He came to save us, 
Our best and dearest Friend. 
For death He gave us 
New life that has no end. 
For Easter gave us  
Our Lord alive again. 
With all my gladness!  
I run to meet Thee, Lord. 
Thy grace, not sadness, 
Doth tears of joy afford. 
A thousand greetings, 
Relief from all my pain 
Bought by the beatings 
Thou suffered for my gain. 
Death is retreating 
And I have life again.  



Our night has vanished 
In grace’s glorious day, 
For we have vanquished 
Our foes, through Christ, our Stay. 
Let no one wander 
In darkness any more 
Or thereby founder 
Whate’er earth has in store, 
For we in wonder 
God’s heaven shall adore. 

Brorson: Stat op at møde Din Løser, Jesu Brud L 363:1-3 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Paa Gud alene (LHy 350); 
alternate hymn: The day of resurrection ELH 356:3

181. Easter – Friday 
Lord, show us the glory of our inheritance and confirm our hope. Amen.  

Psalm 16 Preserve me, O God, for in You I put my trust. O my soul, you have said to the 
LORD, “You are my Lord, My goodness is nothing apart from You”—And to the saints who are 
on the earth, “They are the excellent ones, in whom is all my delight.” Their sorrows shall be 
multiplied who hasten after another god; Their drink offerings of blood I will not offer, Nor 
take up their names on my lips. You, O LORD, are the portion of my inheritance and my cup; 
You maintain my lot. The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; Yes, I have a good 
inheritance. I will bless the LORD who has given me counsel; My heart also instructs me in 
the night seasons. I have set the LORD always before me; Because He is at my right hand I 
shall not be moved. Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will rest 
in hope. For You will not leave my soul in Sheol,  Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see 1

corruption. You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your 
right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

This psalm was fulfilled in Christ, when He rose from the dead. But the Head who is 
raised up does not let His members remain in death. As many as are united with 
Jesus in living faith can sing this psalm about themselves and shall thereby stir their 

soul to rejoice in the Lord. What is the wealth and glory of the world compared with the 
fellowship of life with God? “Their sorrows shall be multiplied who hasten after another 
god,” but whoever can say: “The Lord is the portion of my inheritance and my cup,” has 
received an “inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away” [1Pe 1:4]. 
In fellowship with all the saints and the glorified he shall be satisfied with the purest joy in 
the Lord’s presence forever.  

As surely as Jesus lives, all His believers shall live with Him. As surely as He has gone 
into heaven, we shall be gathered to Him in the delightful mansions at God’s right hand. 
This we shall remember and praise the Lord who has given us such a glorious inheritance 
and laid out the lines in the pleasant places. His Spirit shall remind us of it when we 
wander in the darkness. Yes, in the night of deepest darkness He shall tell us of these 
things in our innermost heart. Be assured that the Lord shall uphold your inheritance, dear 
Christians. He Himself has brought it about that you can say: “The Lord is my wealth, I 
have set the LORD always before me.” How shall you be moved when He is at your right 
hand? Or how shall death be able to hold you when you are a member of the Body of Christ? 
Be obedient to God’s Spirit. Remember your hope! Train yourself in setting the Lord always 
before you! Don’t let unbelief, the spirit of bondage, or worldly cares smother the joy that 

 The Hebrew word Sheol can be translated: hell, grave, or place of the dead.1



the Holy Spirit gives you in your innermost heart by proclaiming to you the path of life and 
reminding you of your glorious inheritance. 

God, preserve me, for I believe in You. Let me no longer grieve Your Holy Spirit, by 
whom You have sealed me for the day of redemption. Help me to be glad in hope, patient in 
tribulations, and persistent in prayer. Do not let me give up, but gladly reach my glorious 
inheritance. Amen. 

Grant me grace, O blessed Savior,  
And Thy Holy Spirit send,  
That my walk and my behavior  
May be pleasing to the end;  
That I may not fall again  
Into death’s grim pit and pain  
Whence by grace Thou hast retrieved me,  
And from which Thou hast relieved me.  

For the joy Thy birth doth give me,  
For Thy holy, precious Word;  
For Thy baptism which doth save me,  
For Thy blest communion board;  
For Thy death, the bitter scorn,  
For Thy resurrection morn,  
Lord, I thank Thee and extol Thee,  
And in heav’n I shall behold Thee.  

Kingo: Like the golden sun ascending L 346:9-10 ELH 354:9-10 tr. G. A. T. Rygh; tune: Werde munter

182. Easter – Saturday 
O give thanks to the LORD for He is good,  

For His mercy endures forever! Amen. [Psa 118:29] 

Psalm 118:14–24 The LORD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation. The 
voice of rejoicing and salvation Is in the tents of the righteous; The right hand of the LORD 
does valiantly. The right hand of the LORD is exalted; The right hand of the LORD does 
valiantly. I shall not die, but live, And declare the works of the LORD. The LORD has 
chastened me severely, But He has not given me over to death. Open to me the gates of 
righteousness; I will go through them, And I will praise the LORD. This is the gate of the 
LORD, Through which the righteous shall enter. I will praise You, For You have answered 
me, And have become my salvation. The stone which the builders rejected Has become the 
chief cornerstone. This was the Lord’s doing; It is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day 
which the LORD has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This psalm was sung when the foundation for the Temple was laid in the days of Ezra 
which is described in his book, Ezra 3:10-13. Israel had been in exile, but the Lord 
had received them in grace again and made them the cornerstone of the liberation of 

the world. But what is Israel? It is Christ! He is the rejected stone, which has become the 
chief cornerstone. The Jews, the builders of God’s kingdom, rejected Him, but by His very 
death, which they forced upon Him, He became the foundation for His Church, which is 
God’s dwelling place among us and the temple of life on earth. Just as Israel, when they 
were rescued from Egypt, rejoiced while their enemies sank like lead into the deep waters 
(Exodus 15); just as Israel, when they returned from Babylon, sang with joyful voice in the 
Lord’s gate at Jerusalem: so Christ’s Church sings of victory and life and salvation through 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, by which death and hell have sunk into an eternal grave, so 
that we shall see them no more. Of course, the voice of weeping is still mingled with the 



voice of joy just as in Ezra’s day. But the joy shall prevail, for “the glory of this latter temple 
shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts” (Haggai 2:9).  

“Open to me the gates of righteousness.” The doors to the temple courtyard were 
opened, and the people streamed in with their joyous songs of praise. For us the gates of 
righteousness are opened, the doors of Jesus’ merit, to heaven itself, and we go in and stand 
before His throne, here by faith, but hereafter by sight. This is done by the Lord, and it is 
marvelous in our eyes. Let us rejoice and be glad in Him! 

Can anyone else sing like the believers: “I shall not die, but live, And declare the works 
of the LORD”? “Not die, but live.” These words are a gift to you from the Lord, believing 
Christians! “I shall not die, but live, And declare the works of the LORD.” This is your 
inheritance bestowed by the Lord. The sickle of death mows down everything on earth: 
thrones and huts, the scholar and the simple, the virtuous and the vicious. But Christ’s 
Church withstands the storm and lifts its golden spire toward heaven. And meanwhile the 
Church enjoys life before the Lord. When death’s eternal gates open for the unbelievers, the 
righteous shall enter into a perfect festive home forever. 

“Lord, though You chastened me severely, yet You did not give me over to death. I will 
praise You, For You have answered me, And have become my salvation. Save now, I pray, O 
LORD; O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity. You are my God, and I will praise You; You are 
my God, I will exalt You. O give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures 
forever” [Psa 118:18.21.25.28.29]. Amen. 

The Father’s name and glory, 
His Temple’s glorious worth, 
This shall be Jesus’ story, 
The reason for His birth. 

From each and ev’ry nation 
The Lord shall gather all 
Who trust in His salvation, 
The host who hear His call. 

A Temple He has founded 
And based it on His blood 
And Satan is confounded 
The Lord’s House has withstood. 

Each soul that Satan chases 
In God’s House is a guest. 
Who seeks God and embraces, 
Finds comfort and finds rest. 

In faith who there remaineth 
Transformed by holy Word, 
Such means of grace sustaineth 
His faith at Festal Board. 

God will our souls be loosing 
From bonds of ev’ry sin, 
True comfort there producing 
For troubled souls within. 

Our Jesus there appeareth 
To all who seek His face 
The crown of vict’ry weareth  
Each soul that trusts His grace.  



Kingo: Gud Faders Navn og Ære L 197:2-7 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: O Jesus, for din Pine (LHy 479); 
alternate hymn: O bless the Lord, my soul (Montgomery) ELH 369:1-2


