
225. Easter 7, Exaudi – I 
Lord, let the Advocate come and bear witness in us. Amen.  

John 15:26–16:4 “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, 
the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. And you also will bear 
witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning. These things I have spoken to 
you, that you should not be made to stumble. They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, 
the time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God service. And these 
things they will do to you because they have not known the Father nor Me. But these things 
I have told you, that when the time comes, you may remember that I told you of them. And 
these things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you.” 

There shall be testimony to the Lord Jesus Christ in the world, and the Holy Spirit is 
the witness for He is truth. He testifies with convincing strength so that even the 
gain-sayers feel truth’s fire in their hearts. He testifies through the written Word, but 

He always uses believers as His servants in the task of witnessing as well. The holy 
Apostles who followed Jesus from the beginning are eyewitnesses. They tell what they saw 
and witnessed and felt with their hands, and this testimony conquers all lies. I understand 
these words of Jesus: “The Helper will testify of Me. And you (Apostles) also will bear 
witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning,” for I hear them testify and 
feel the power in them and can only marvel at their testimony above all. And yet it is not 
they alone who testify by the Holy Spirit, but all believers. The honor and difficulties of 
being called to witness belong to each Christian. Whoever believes on Jesus knows Him and 
presents Him to others in their Christ-like life. He is the picture of Christ and a living, true, 
and real presentation by the Holy Spirit. “Let your light so shine before men,” the Lord 
Himself says, “that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven” [Mat 
5:16]. “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” [Joh 
13:35]. And the Apostles exhort the saints to shine like heavenly lights among the dark 
generation of the world. The Church shall fulfill this call to witness in part by faithfully 
administering the means of grace, in part by living holy Christian lives.  

So let all who by the grace of the Holy Spirit know the Son and the Father always and 
everywhere testify what they have experienced, and confess Him with all their words and 
actions. We will still be imperfect in our likeness to the Savior, but if we are His disciples, 
we must and we shall be seen to be like Him. Even an unfinished portrait drawn by the 
hand of a master is still beautiful and clearly shows its subject. “If anyone is in Christ, he is 
a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new” [2Co 5:17]. 
Your whole life and conduct, down to the smallest details, should be brought forth by God’s 
Spirit and permeated by Him. Holy you should live, patiently you should suffer and not let 
yourself be led away from the way of self-denial though all the world entice and threaten 
you and rob you of everything. This is not the old commandment which is weak on account 
of the flesh, but “a new commandment, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the 
darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining” [1Jo 2:8].  

But heavenly Father, help Your weak children. Give us life and grace to bear witness. 
Give us the great honor of standing in the ranks of Jesus’ witnesses and suffering evil for 
His name’s sake. Keep us from all hypocrisy. Let our mouth and our life proclaim truth 
from the heart, and bless this testimony until Your kingdom comes. Amen. 



O Light of heaven, e’er brightly shine, 
And follow ev’ry step of mine; 
The prince of darkness and his horde 
In all the world do press me hard; 
To their frustration they shall see 
That You have now enlightened me.  

Brightness divine, O shine on me 
Where’er my path and wand’rings be; 
Among God’s children let me stand— 
By Your pure grace I understand 
That wherever I wander will, 
Your gracious light is with me still. 

Kingo: Klar op, mit Hjerte, Sjæl, og Sind L 428:7-8 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Vater unser (ELH 383);  
alternate hymn: O Holy Spirit, enter in ELH 27:1

226. Easter 7, Exaudi – II 
Lord, give us Your Spirit. Amen. 

1 Peter 4:7–11 But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your 
prayers. And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a 
multitude of sins.” Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. As each one has received 
a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If anyone 
speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the 
ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 
whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

The Comforter who glorifies the Lord Jesus is the Spirit of love, and love is life in God’s 
Church. But love is serving and doing good. It does not seek its own, but what is good 
and useful for others. Jesus’ whole life is love, and our whole life should be the same. 

Then we are happy people! This is God’s will and for such a life He has given each of us His 
gift of grace. In our life, love should humble itself and spread out in various services for the 
upbuilding of the whole Church and the individual. Love must be in it, the Spirit must lead 
you, otherwise they are dead works, which indeed have the appearance of fearing God, but 
remain hay and straw in the fire of the day to come. — Serve one another in fervent love 
with God’s manifold grace, this is the sum of the Apostle’s exhortation in today’s Epistle. 
You yourselves and all you have are the Lord’s. So are your brothers and sisters in Christ. 
And He has put you together to serve one another and further each other’s salvation. If you 
have a call to speak in the congregation, then speak “as the oracles of God”: always remind 
yourself that the Gospel you speak is God’s own Word. Teach it purely, according to the 
Scriptures. Divide it rightly, according to the need of the soul. Speak it with full confidence 
in its truth and power, and present it in holy form and conduct. Speak God’s Word, and 
speak as God’s Word.  

But if you have another duty in the congregation or home, then be faithful in it, and 
remember that it is the Lord you serve by serving His members. Do your work with the zeal 
of love, so that God is honored by everything. Always remember that you as a believing 
Christian are called to practice pure love in your whole life. When the world must hate and 
quarrel, and divide and produce sin in many ways, because they serve that wicked spirit, 
you should always love, bless, cover a multitude of sins, and produce love, thanksgiving, 
and praise, to the Lord’s honor and man’s rejoicing. O how beautiful and rich is the Spirit in 
Christ’s Church. But to the flesh — how bitter it is! It is nothing other than self-denial and 
cross and death.  



God, pour out this Spirit in our hearts, that we may live a holy life in loving service all 
our days, under our every cross take life’s comfort and rejoice that the end of all things is 
near. Amen.  

O gentle Dew, from heav’n now fall  
With pow’r upon the hearts of all,  

Thy tender love instilling:  
That heart, to heart more closely bound,  

Fruitful in kindly deeds be found,  
The law of love fulfilling;  

Then, Lord  
Discord  

Shall not grieve Thee;  
We receive Thee;  

Where Thou livest,  
Peace, and love, and joy Thou givest. 

Grant that our days, while life shall last,  
In purest holiness be passed,  
Be Thou our strength forever;  

Grant that our hearts henceforth be free  
From sinful lust and vanity,  

Which us from Thee must sever.  
Keep Thou  
Pure now  

From offenses  
Heart and senses.  

Blessed Spirit!  
Let us heav’nly life inherit. 

Schirmer: O Holy Spirit, enter in L 19:6-7 ELH 27:7-8 tr. C. Winkworth; tune: Wie schön leuchtet1

227. Easter 7, Exaudi – Monday 
Lord, command us to love, and give us what You command. Amen. 

John 15:17–21 “These things I command you, that you love one another. If the world hates 
you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would 
love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore 
the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his 
master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will 
keep yours also. But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do 
not know Him who sent Me.” 

Christians do not strive to be hated by the world. But because they follow Jesus and 
confess His name, the world’s hate comes upon them. For the world hates Christ and 
the confession of His name and those who speak it. The distinctive feature of God’s 

people is love. The spirit of the world is hate and enmity. As people filled with love, 
Christians cannot possibly desire the world’s hate, but must be troubled by it for the sake of 
those who hate them. They try to get along with everyone in a friendly and gentle way, 
enduring mockery and despising, and praying for their enemies. They also try to find an 
opportune time for witnessing and do it in a reverent manner, even to the lowliest people. 
For they remember that all are dearly bought by Christ and they hope that Christ’s 
testimony will make them children of God. They do not consider themselves too good to deal 
with the world, but neither can they participate in its sinful life, which they must testify 

 Hymns that fit the meter of Wie schön leuchtet “How lovely shines the Morning Star” can be arranged in the shape of a chalice.1



against and rebuke. It is no easy task to walk like this among worldly people. The believers 
themselves are imperfect and always given to weakness. They are tempted not only to be 
lazy in the call to witness, but they are also tempted to be angry and unwise, and they 
make many mistakes, which bring shame to their testimony. This troubles their heart and 
grieves their conscience, and they blame themselves, because the world does not believe. “If 
I were a true witness, then they would repent. If my behavior showed real love, then they 
would know Christ and come to Him.” It is painful that the world hates us, but it is a great 
comfort to remember that they didn’t treat the Lord any differently, and He says we should 
remember this. Let it be indeed only for His sake that we are hated! Let it not be for our 
lack of wisdom! Above all let it not be for any Pharisaic piety! Let it be because the Lord has 
chosen us, because we are like Him, and because they do not know us, as they do not know 
Him and the Father!  

God, pour out the love of Jesus Christ in our hearts, that our whole life may bear 
witness that we are Your children, loving one another and walking in the light. Give us 
confidence to proclaim Your truth. Give us joy in tribulations for the sake of Jesus’ name. 
Have mercy on the world, and let our testimony convert many. Grant us grace, merciful 
God. Amen. 

Now you who bear the Spirit’s sword, 
Gather together, ’round God’s Word! 
Baptism’s promise most profound 
Remember, and in love abound 
It is the most important thing; 
So ev’ry foe has lost his sting.  

Grow ever closer to your God; 
Remember His command so good 
That Jesus did to us impart 
And laid upon each Christian heart, 
To show by love in deed and word 
That we are children of the Lord. 

Jesus, to earth You did descend 
Peace to establish without end; 
Spread out Your kingdom far and wide; 
Unite as one Your holy Bride, 
That we with You and Yours may be 
Together for eternity. 

Brorson: Hvor ser det ud i Verdens Ørk L 474:13-15 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Vater unser (ELH 383);  
alternate hymn: God, my Lord, my Strength ELH 204

228. Easter 7, Exaudi – Tuesday 
Lord, silence our soul before You. Amen. 

Psalm 62:1–8 Truly my soul silently waits for God; From Him comes my salvation. He only 
is my rock and my salvation; He is my defense; I shall not be greatly moved. How long will 
you attack a man? You shall be slain, all of you, Like a leaning wall and a tottering fence. 
They only consult to cast him down from his high position; They delight in lies; They bless 
with their mouth, But they curse inwardly. Selah  My soul, wait silently for God alone, For 2

my expectation is from Him. He only is my rock and my salvation; He is my defense; I shall 
not be moved. In God is my salvation and my glory; The rock of my strength, And my refuge, 

 The meaning of the word Selah is unknown. It may mean “pause” or be some other musical indication.2



is in God. Trust in Him at all times, you people; Pour out your heart before Him; God is a 
refuge for us. Selah 

David could testify: “Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers 
him out of them all” (Psalm 34:19). Already in his youth his life was so full of trouble, 
when for such a long time he had to flee from Saul like a hunted deer and had to 

take his life into his hands! How sad was Absalom’s rebellion and pitiful end! And how 
many worries his other children gave him! But out of the tribulations he emerged with a 
refined soul in exchange. In this way he became “the sweet singer of Israel” and the Lord’s 
servant to comfort and instruct us in our need and pain. Only in this way could he become 
that singer.  

“When one doesn’t have God in view, and doesn’t turn to Him in prayer, then no sea is 
so rough in the raging storm as man’s heart. For then constantly there comes anguish, fear, 
terror, care, and impatience, one after the other, until the troubled soul’s dismantled hull 
sinks into the depths of despair” (Johann Arndt ). How much we need such instruction as 3

that which God’s Spirit through David gives in this and other psalms! “My soul, wait 
silently for God alone, For my expectation is from Him. He only is my rock and my 
salvation.” Here two important things are to be noted: 1) that the soul holds to God as its 
only Savior and does not think of any help but Him. When our enemies in the wickedness of 
hell alone ponder on our misfortune and use all their devilish cunning to tempt us to 
unbelief, then we should hope only in the Lord, wait for help only from Him. In Him all our 
thoughts and all our soul’s strength should be gathered together. We must have no other 
god beside the true God. Learn well this word “only” on which the psalmist puts such 
emphasis. 2) The Lord is certain and sure to rely on, so that it means nothing if the enemies 
are many and mighty. To the strengthening of his own faith and our encouragement the 
psalmist often repeats these sure words: “God, God is my salvation, my rock, my glory. Be 
still, my soul, before God. He is my expectation, He is my rock and my salvation, unshaken 
I stand on Him. With Him is my salvation and my glory. In God is the rock of my strength 
and my refuge.”  

Whoever can do these two things is helped in all need. But this is not learned perfectly 
all at once, so God little by little increases the troubles of His children and wisely moves 
them along in stages. — How many times in their life sorrowing souls have found the Lord 
to be their cure! And how many trials He must use to free us from our internal ills! 
Otherwise we would hide the need in our heart, and let our disappointments, our foolish 
desires, and our sorrows eat away at us, until our souls would be sick unto death. But cross 
and trial teach us to pour out our heart before the Lord and to be still with hope in Him.  

Merciful God, we thank You for all that You do with us, and we pray You: chasten us 
and heal us. Teach us to hope in You alone and to build upon You with sure and strong 
confidence. Amen. 

When afflictions sore oppress you,  
Low with grief and anguish bowed,  
Then to earnest prayer address you;  
Prayer will help you, through the cloud  
Still to see your Savior near,  
Under every cross you bear;  
By the light His Word doth lend you,  
Prayer will joy and comfort send you. 

 Johann Arndt (1555-1621) was a Lutheran pastor who wrote devotional works (such as True Christianity), which became popular among the 3

pietists.



None shall ever be confounded,  
Who in God will freely trust;  
Though they be by woes surrounded,  
God’s a rock to all the just:  
Though you deem He hears you not,  
Still your wants are ne’er forgot:  
Cry to Him when storms assail you,  
Let your courage never fail you.  

Olearius: L 427:1-2 ELH 256:1-2 tr. F. E. Cox; tune: Freu dich sehr

229. Easter 7, Exaudi – Wednesday 
Lord, open our eyes. Amen. 

1 John 3:1–6 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be 
called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but 
we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And 
everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. Whoever commits sin 
also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. And you know that He was manifested to 
take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever 
sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 

“This is the strongest and warmest love that burns like a fiery furnace: that Christ 
loved us even unto death on the cross and was obedient to His Father when He 
gave Him to us as Savior. And it is not enough that we become God’s children, but 

we should also be called and be known by this name before the face of God and His angels.” 
When missionary Ziegenbalg in Tankebar [India] was translating the New Testament and 
came to this passage: “We should be called the children of God,” his Malabaric helpers 
would not write it, but instead put: “God gives us the promise that we may kiss His feet.” 
But God Himself wrote the words and they remain: “We shall be called children of God.” He 
has chosen us in Christ and given us special adoption. He has begotten us anew, given us 
His Spirit, and imparted to us of His divine nature, so that our heart belongs to Him in 
childlike faith and respect! What glory this should be, when we are perfected and receive 
our inheritance to enjoy it completely, so that even John cannot describe it — not even 
John. “But we know,” he says, “that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall 
see Him as He is.” And Paul writes about it: “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then 
face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known” (1 
Corinthians 13:12). Here on earth everything is still dark and love is suppressed by the 
flesh. The clearest spirits and noblest hearts long inwardly for more light and deliverance 
from this body of death. It shall come. We shall receive full understanding and become like 
God in pure love. To “see Him” is salvation itself. “In Your presence is fullness of joy; At 
Your right hand are pleasures forevermore” (Psalm 16:11).  

But “everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.” If someone 
hopes for salvation, but does not cleanse himself from sin, his hope is in vain. Whoever is in 
Christ does not tolerate sin’s uncleanness, but strives for perfect holiness. If we were not 
saved from sin, then we would have to live in it, and could not cleanse ourselves. But if we 
were already free from sin, then there would be no reason to talk about cleansing oneself. 
The world knows neither us nor our cleansing fountain, for it knows neither the Father nor 
the Son. But let us by a holy life show the world that we really are saved from sin and 
indeed have a living hope! “If one is to know the Father from the children, if our walk is in 



the light, O how love’s light must then burn, capable of supernatural things, praising the 
virtues of the Father in our works, when we show our good deeds to our enemies.” 

Thanks for Your great, great love, heavenly Father. We confess from the heart that we 
are unworthy of it. Enlighten us by Your Spirit, so that with our whole heart we may 
believe in You and Your Son, our Lord Jesus, hold fast to the hope of the beatific vision, and 
prepare ourselves for it by cleansing ourselves from all sin. O that we may become more 
like You every day and soon stand face to face before You in heaven! Amen. 

In heav’n above, in heav’n above,  
Where God, our Father, dwells;  
How boundless there the blessedness!  
No tongue its greatness tells:  
There face to face, and full and free,  
The everliving God we see,  
Our God, the Lord of hosts!  

In heav’n above, in heav’n above,  
What glory deep and bright!  
The splendor of the noonday sun  
Grows pale before its light:  
The mighty sun that goes not down,  
Before whose face clouds never frown,  
Is God, the Lord of hosts.  

Laurinus: L 238:1-2 ELH 542:1-2 tr. W. Maccall; tune: I Himmelen

230. Easter 7, Exaudi – Thursday 
Lord God, heavenly Father, make us alive by Your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Isaiah 44:1–5 “Yet hear now, O Jacob My servant, and Israel whom I have chosen. Thus 
says the LORD who made you and formed you from the womb, who will help you: ‘Fear not, O 
Jacob My servant; and you, Jeshurun, whom I have chosen. For I will pour water on him who 
is thirsty, and floods on the dry ground; I will pour My Spirit on your descendants, and My 
blessing on your offspring; They will spring up among the grass like willows by the 
watercourses.’ One will say, ‘I am the Lord’s’; another will call himself by the name of Jacob; 
another will write with his hand, ‘The Lord’s,’ and name himself by the name of Israel.” 

This is another one of these glorious promises which should make us so rich and happy 
when we believe them. The Lord says this to the poor and thirsty. You are His 
“Israel,” His “chosen,” begotten of His Spirit and created for His service. It was none 

other than God Himself who awoke the hunger and thirst in your soul, who kindled the 
flame of faith within and created new life in you. Your longing for God and your love for His 
children come not from flesh and blood, but from the Spirit of the Lord. You feel parched 
and thirst for the water of life. Is this true of the world? No, it is the Holy Spirit’s working 
in you that you know your sin, long for God, and yearn for love. This is the Holy Spirit’s 
sigh: “Come, rain from on high, let earth be refreshed like a little valley so that what our 
Jesus has given us can flourish a thousand times! You would refresh the poor thirsting soul 
with courage and quench it with heavenly water from the stream of paradise!” And to this 
He answers: “Listen, My chosen and beloved, My precious, whom I have chosen for Myself, 
— I who created You and help you, now say to you: I will pour out water on the thirsty and 
streams on the dry land; I will pour out My Spirit on your seed and My blessing on your 
offspring.” To whose spirit should this be said other than the poor, who sigh for the life-
giving rain from heaven? Or how do you read this? How has the Lord given you these 
words? Truly, He speaks to you, and you ought to hear it. He has planted you and He shall 



care for His tender plants and water them so that they shall live and grow. They shall 
stand as willows by the waterbrook to proclaim that the Lord is faithful. These things He 
says so that you should believe and thus He accomplishes His purpose. The Spirit comes in 
His Word, and faith in the heart is the secret of life. So hear then, Jacob, and answer: “Let 
it be to me according to Your Word!” When He says: “I created you, I made you to be My 
child, and I help you,” then you can say: “I am the Lord’s,” and write with your hand: “I am 
the Lord’s,” and use Israel as your name.  

The season of Pentecost is coming and what God has promised is coming. Expect it with 
confidence, but do not ask anxiously if you will feel the Spirit’s blessedness. Be still before 
the Lord. He comes and does His work of creating faith, wonderfully, inwardly, invisibly. 
But His sound is heard and the seed is scattered far. Aren’t the Lord’s promises more 
certain than our senses and our sight? And isn’t our unbelief our unhappiness? Take every 
thought captive under the obedience of faith! The Lord has spoken, and He shall do it. He 
shall make His Church flourish—through hard times and much tribulation. Do not be 
afraid, you worm Jacob, for you are the Lord’s, and He shall bless you.  

O our God, faithful, merciful God, grant us grace to believe Your Word for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen.  

Let Your grace upon us shower 
For my soul is dry as sand; 
Give Your thirsting Church new power; 
Grant refreshment to our land! 
Let Your Spirit’s holy might 
Pour rich grace upon our night, 
Living streams on us bestowing 
That our hearts be overflowing. 

Holy Ghost, Joy of the faithful, 
Enter now my saddened heart; 
Let my soul be ever joyful 
As Your temple set apart! 
Dress it as Your Holy Bride, 
Cleanse it now and cast aside 
Worldly cares that are betraying, 
And would cause me to be straying. 

Kramer: Lad din Naade paa os regne L 422:1.4 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Werde munter (ELH 354);  
alternate hymn: Holy Ghost, with light divine ELH 402:1-2

231. Easter 7, Exaudi – Friday 
Lord Jesus, awaken true comfort in our soul, and refresh us with Your Spirit. Amen. 

John 7:37–40 On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, 
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has 
said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, 
whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because 
Jesus was not yet glorified. Therefore many from the crowd, when they heard this saying, 
said, “Truly this is the Prophet.” 

Jesus first had to suffer and die and reconcile the world, breaking down the barrier 
between heaven and earth, and in His transfigured human nature to enter into the 
Father’s glory, so that He could pour out His Holy Spirit. But now this is all done and 

the Spirit’s outpouring is begun. — At the Feast of Tabernacles a priest drew water from 
the pool of Siloam in a golden pitcher and carried it up into the inner court of the Temple. 



Here the other priests welcomed him with the sound of trumpets, while all the people sang: 
“Therefore with joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation” (Isaiah 12:3). Then the 
priest took the water to the altar and mixed it with the wine of the drink-offering. Then it 
was poured out and flowed through underground pipes down into the brook Kidron, while 
the Levites with full chorus sang the great “Alleluia” (Hallel Psalms 113-118).  

Christ is our Priest and our Altar. The water of Siloam is a picture of God’s love, 
Christ’s life. It has passed through the altar, through the sacrificial fire, through the 
atoning death, and flows out over the earth as living water to quench our thirst and heal 
the waters (Ezekiel 47). Therefore He shouts on the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles: “If 
anyone thirst, let him come to Me and drink!” The Feast of Tabernacles recalls the 
wandering in the wilderness, which is a foreshadowing of our journey to the Canaan of 
heaven. Christ is the Rock that gives water in the dry places of the world. He stands in the 
midst of the Church and shouts: “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest” [Mat 11:28].  

If you are troubled and poor and thirsty for righteousness and love, come to Jesus. He 
has water for you, and He calls you to Himself. When you hear these words: “If anyone 
thirsts, let him come to Me and drink,” then you hear His own voice. It comes to your ears, 
because He also means you. But to come to Him and drink is to believe in Him. For after He 
said: “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.” He says: “He who believes in Me, out 
of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” And in John 4:14: “Whoever drinks of the water 
that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in 
him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.” Believe His love, then it enters 
your heart and permeates your life. What living streams of water flowed from the Apostles! 
But it happened because they believed. Dear friend, the Spirit is here, Christ is here, the 
water is flowing, and you stand at the banks of the river. Drink, and give to those who are 
with you. Believe in Him, and let your thoughts, words, and deeds be His love.  

Help us to this end, merciful God. Grant us the spirit of faith and love in Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 

Heaven’s Light, be dawning, 
Gracious Brook, be drawing 
Water for our mind; 
Balm of grace, be healing, 
Pow’r of heav’n revealing, 
Path to God we find! 
My Defense, 
God’s Temple hence, 
Holy fire in me be burning 
When for God I’m yearning. 

Dew of heav’n not streaming, 
Fields so dry are screaming 
For the early rain; 
Let the streams be flowing 
Seed be overflowing 
In each field and plain! 
Give it root, 
Abundant fruit, 
Let Your garden be resplendent 
With God’s Word and Sacrament. 

Schmolck: Sørgendes Husvaler L 433:3-4 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Gud skal alting make (ELH 264);  
alternate hymn: Holy Ghost, dispel our sadness ELH 20



PentecostCome, Holy Spirit, and fill the hearts of Your faithful people,  
and kindle in them the fire of Your love. 

The Feast of Pentecost is the end and climax to our Easter celebration. It is the festival in 
which we celebrate the sending of the Holy Spirit by the Risen Jesus. On Pentecost, we are 
reminded that Jesus’ promise has been kept; He has not left us as orphans, but has sent the 
Holy Spirit who is our constant link to the Lord Jesus. Through His work, Christ and His 
gifts are brought to us, and our faith is nourished and strengthened. This is the peace Jesus 
leaves with us. 

Prayer for Pentecost 
O Lord God, on the day of holy Pentecost You visited and endowed the hearts of Your 

faithful people so graciously and richly, pour this same Spirit of Yours like a fruitful rain 
upon our dry and famished hearts, refresh Your heritage, and comfort the miserable. Come, 
O Holy Spirit, and grace us with Your many gifts, that we may truly know and extol the 
great deeds of God done through Christ Jesus, that also we may speak, praise, and spread 
your Word with new tongues. Enkindle us with the fire of Your gracious fervor, burn out all 
internal vileness, together with all fleshly lusts and desires. And in order that we may serve 
our God with true earnestness and zeal, in fervency of faith and spirit, illumine us with the 
light of Your truth. O God of peace, unite our hearts with the bond of peace, that we may live 
with each other in peace and unity, in humility and meekness. O God of patience, give us 
patience for the time of our sojourn, and perseverance to the end.  

O Spirit of prayer, awaken our hearts, that we may lift them and also holy hands up to 
God, calling upon Him in every trouble. And since we do not know what we should pray for 
as we ought, O faithful Intercessor, make intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered. O gentle Wind, cool and refresh our hearts when in fiery trials, be our Protection 
and Shelter in the day of trouble, our Help in distress, and our Comfort in danger. 

O mighty God, come with Your comfort to the weak, teach the wretched Your way, help 
the fallen, guide the erring, and hold them with Your right hand. O eternal Light, our 
Salvation and Comfort, come and be our light in darkness, our salvation in life, our comfort 
in death, and lead us on an even path to life everlasting, that we may praise You, Holy 
Spirit, together with our heavenly Father and His beloved Son, our only Savior, and magnify 
You with new tongues on that true Pentecostal day above, forever and ever. Amen.  

232. Pentecost Eve 
Lord, grant us grace to believe and hear Your promises. Amen. 

Joel 2:28–32 “And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young 
men shall see visions; And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out 
My Spirit in those days. And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: blood and 
fire and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, 
before the coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD. And it shall come to pass that 
whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
there shall be deliverance, as the Lord has said, among the remnant whom the Lord calls.” 

Just as the Lord fulfilled these promises that first Pentecost after His Ascension, so He 
still does when we ask Him in fervent prayer. And it is completely necessary that He 
should. What help to us are Jesus’ birth, life, suffering, and death; what help to us are 

His victory, His resurrection, ascension, and sitting at the right hand of the Father; what 
help to us are our knowledge and worship of God and Baptism and Communion, if the Holy 
Spirit does not come into our heart and create living faith there? For Christianity is not 
knowledge or teaching, not deeds and works, not going to church or prayer services, but 
heartfelt communion with the Lord, and that only the Holy Spirit can bring about. What 
God has done for us is all in vain, yes, becomes our judgment, if we do not obey the Spirit. 



God’s eternal plan of love, giving His only-begotten Son into death, Christ’s cross and blood, 
the most precious thing in heaven and on earth—things that should become your eternal 
salvation must become pure wrath upon you if you do not receive the Holy Spirit.  

The Three Persons in God cannot be separated; you cannot have One without the 
Others. You cannot have the Father without the Son, nor the Son without the Spirit. The 
Three are One, and the Trinity is God of our salvation. Therefore those who think that little 
children are saved by Christ without the gracious working of the Holy Spirit are completely 
mad. No, the Holy Spirit must work in young and old and lead us to Jesus. Should some 
who are saved have only the Father and the Son as their saving God, and others both the 
Father and the Son and the Spirit? What erroneous thinking! No, sons and daughters, old 
and young, menservants and maidservants, Jews and Gentiles, adults and infants need the 
Holy Spirit, and He will come to all, if only we receive Him. He was gloriously poured out on 
the Apostles that Pentecost, and He shall be poured out richly in the last days. While we 
wait for that, we pray fervently for enough of His light and gifts that we also may believe 
with living comfort, love with heartfelt love, and attain the eternal salvation of our soul. Let 
this Pentecost Feast be richly blessed in our church and over all the world! Pray for it, 
Christians, with constant, heartfelt, believing prayer. “I will pour out My Spirit on all 
flesh,” says the Lord. Do not let Him go, before He does it! Should we now pass through the 
Feast of Pentecost again with its fire from God without being warmed and set on fire? Dead 
bodies rot and stink in the sun and rain. Living plants flourish in them and ripen.  

We pray You fervently, Lord, grant us Your Holy Spirit and work faith, hope, and love 
in our soul. Bless this Feast of Pentecost for Your Church. Make us living witnesses of 
victory over sin and death and salvation in Jesus’ name, so that many may be converted 
and live. Amen. 

O Holy Ghost, Thou gift divine,  
And giver of all blessing,  
Thou, with the Father and the Son,  
True Godhead art possessing,  
And from them both art shed abroad,  
Eternal Spirit, Lord and God,  
In Thee all Christians glory. 

O Spirit blest, we Thee entreat:  
O grant us that we ever,  
With heart and soul, as it is meet  
May serve our Lord and Savior  
And Him confess till our last breath,  
As Lord of life and Lord of death  
And give Him praise and honor.  

Ringwaldt: L 431:1-2 ELH 26:1-2 tr. O. H. Smeby; tune: Herr, wie du willst


