
Pre-Lent 
Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts. 

This period of the Church Year is our “narthex,” our entrance, into the season of Lent, a time 
for us to pause before we begin our pilgrimage to Calvary and the empty tomb. The names of 
the three Sundays in this mini-season are markers telling us about how many days there are 
until our celebration of Easter: Septuagesima (70), Sexagesima (60), and Quinquagesima 
(50). Each of the three Sundays focuses on one of the three Sola’s of Lutheranism. The first 
week we will hear how we are saved by Grace Alone (Sola Gratia), the next week of Scripture 
Alone (Sola Scriptura), and finally we consider the importance of Baptism and how we are 
saved by Faith Alone (Sola Fide). With our eyes focused on how God works to save us, we are 
prepared to enter the penitential season of Lent. 

Prayer for the Pre-Lent Season and Annunciation 
Awake, my soul, and rejoice in the Lord, your Savior. Magnify the Highest, who has so 

faithfully fulfilled His promise and sent His Son into the world. Exult and be glad, for God 
Himself, out of love to you, became Man and your Brother. Who can sufficiently praise His 
mercy and lovingkindness? O Lord, what is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of 
man that You consider him? O dearest Jesus, I heartily thank You that in the hallowed 
womb of Your mother Mary, You so intimately united Yourself with our human nature, and 
in this assumed humanity reconciled us with Your heavenly Father. O my Savior, You 
humbled and humiliated Yourself, that I might be exalted. You became a human being, that 
we might become children of God, Your sisters and brothers and beloved bride. You have 
descended to us from Your throne above to have me participate in Your great glory in 
heaven. How could You have shown greater love to me? O dearest Jesus, I heartily rejoice in 
this and know for certain that I am in Your grace, for You cannot hate Your own flesh and 
blood, nor be angry with it. Though I am sinful and unholy, I take comfort in Your holiness 
and innocence. Though I have incensed God with my sins, I know that You are the Mediator 
between God and me, that You will appease His wrath, and will save me from all ills that 
threaten me because of my transgressions. O Jesus, my Brother, although I have deserved 
death and damnation, You are able to give me life and salvation. Where my Brother, my 
flesh and blood reigns, I too hope to be and remain eternally. To this end, O dearly beloved 
Savior, lend us Your aid, for the sake of Your most holy incarnation. Amen. 



100. Septuagesima – I 
Lord Jesus, speak Your teaching of life to us all! 

Matthew 20:1–16 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. Now when he had agreed with the laborers for a 
denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And he went out about the third hour and 
saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, 
and whatever is right I will give you.’ And they went. Again he went out about the sixth and 
the ninth hour, and did likewise. And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others 
standing idle, and said to them, ‘Why have you been standing here idle all day?’ They said to 
him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and whatever 
is right you will receive.’ So when evening had come, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
steward, ‘Call the laborers and give them their wages, beginning with the last to the first.’ 
And when those came who were hired about the eleventh hour, they each received a 
denarius. But when the first came, they supposed that they would receive more; and they 
likewise received each a denarius. And when they had received it, they murmured against 
the landowner, saying, ‘These last men have worked only one hour, and you made them 
equal to us who have borne the burden and the heat of the day.’ But he answered one of them 
and said, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take 
what is yours and go your way. I wish to give to this last man the same as to you. Is it not 
lawful for me to do what I wish with my own things? Or is your eye evil because I am good?’ 
So the last will be first, and the first last. For many are called, but few chosen.”  

Believers live before God and do all their work in the Lord. That’s what it means to 
labor in His vineyard. Then we seek the Lord’s glory in everything and we are 
diligent to promote the growth of God’s kingdom: the growth of our own faith, the 

strengthening of the brethren, and the conversion of unbelievers. Only those who live in 
this way and work for God’s kingdom labor in the Lord’s vineyard. Others stand idle in the 
marketplace. Many men and women struggle and strive with all their might, but it is only 
for this life or in self-righteousness, and despite all their effort they stand idle in the 
marketplace. The Lord goes out and calls laborers to His vineyard. Some hear the call early: 
in the morning of their life, so from childhood they live in faith and practice works of 
charity. Others are converted in youth, others not until later on, and some at the eleventh 
hour of their life. It is a great privilege to serve the Lord from morning on and to live a life 
that is rich in true and good works. No one can do this of himself; the call is from God, and 
the faithfulness is of God. “What do you have that you did not receive” [1Co 4:7]?  

But it is not the Lord’s fault that many continue long in sin and waste the day of grace 
without fearing God. It is a lie that no one hired them; the Lord wanted to employ them 
early, but they would not listen to His call. Nevertheless He calls them again toward 
evening and gives them the full day’s wages, if they then accept the call.  

If you are still standing idle in the marketplace, if you are not yet working for the Lord 
of the Church, if you are still living your life for the world, not for Jesus, who lived His 
whole life only for us and worked for us even until He sweat blood and suffered death on 
the cross: then hear His call today, and come now and labor in His vineyard. If you are 
young, it is not too early; the Lord was about His Father’s business from childhood. If you 
are old, it is not too late; this is still a time of grace, — but it will soon run out.  

Besides this invitation to come and labor in the vineyard, our Gospel contains the lesson 
that the work itself and the wages should be recognized as pure grace. If you begin to think 
that you earn anything by your work for God, then you are no longer fit for life in the 
fellowship of His salvation. Then mercy is gone, and you again come under the bondage of 
the law. No, dear friends, it is all grace; it is a glorious gift from your God that you may 



labor much for Him. How many, who are converted only later in life, bemoan the fact that 
they wasted so much of their time and served Satan in the fair days of their youth! The 
glorious privilege of being able to offer the strength of one’s whole life to the Lord is more 
than enough reward for your work. The others who now receive full pardon for all their sin 
and full salvation according to the measure in which they can receive it, you should 
consider, not with envy, but with sympathy and above all with thanks to the Lord, who is so 
incredibly rich in grace. In God’s kingdom His gracious will and mercy, which rule all 
things, are supreme, not human merit, no right of works great or small.  

Lord God, soon call all who can be called. Preserve all Your people from arrogance, self-
righteousness, and envy. Give us meek and loving hearts to the end. Amen. 

But God who is so rich in grace, 
Surpassing ev’ry measure, 
The last before the first doth place  
To teach us His good pleasure: 
That none of us by works can earn 
The place in heav’n for which we yearn– 
By grace we have this treasure. 

O God, what then is all our thought, 
Our deeds and all our speaking, 
Our conduct, all our heart has wrought, 
How poor is all our making! 
When us in this light You do see, 
How empty must all mammon be, 
Of which such boast we’re making. 

Kingo: Guds Naade og Aarvaagenhed L 245:6-7 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Ach, Gott, vom Himmel (ELH 440);  
alternate hymn: Hark! The voice of Jesus crying ELH 191:1 

101. Septuagesima – II 
Lord Jesus, draw us to You. Amen. 

1 Corinthians 9:24–10:5 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one 
receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. And everyone who competes for 
the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for 
an imperishable crown. Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one 
who beats the air. But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should become disqualified. Moreover, brethren, I do not want 
you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, all 
were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all ate the same spiritual food, and all 
drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, 
and that Rock was Christ.  

Our Gospel today about the laborers in the vineyard seriously warns against falling 
from grace; note it well: falling from grace, from grace into self-righteousness. 
Likewise this Epistle urgently exhorts us to stay on the right path. It is great to be 

converted, to cross over from the road to hell onto the path to heaven, but it is even greater, 
if that is possible, to remain faithful to the end and proceed all the way to the goal. A 
glorious, imperishable crown beckons us at the end of the road; but only those who remain 
faithful to the end receive it. The Apostle compares Christians to runners in a race. Just as 
they use all their strength and exert themselves with all their might to win the prize, so we 
should strive to win eternal life. Just as they intently look forward and do not have their 
ears or eyes on anything but the goal, so with steady longing we should look upward and 



use all our power and all our time to attain the crown. Our spiritual practice and our 
earthly work should be done in the Lord and aim toward heaven. Those who compete in 
contests train themselves to be fit and they willingly refrain from sensual pleasures that 
could make them unfit — all to win just a wreath that withers. We have an imperishable 
crown waiting. Do we abandon everything that can harm our ability to compete? Do we 
willingly renounce the lusts of the flesh for Jesus’ sake? Many leave Egypt, but few enter 
Canaan! They are baptized into Christ, but they will not follow Him; they eat and drink His 
Supper, but their hearts turn back to the pots of meat in Egypt [Exo 16:3].  

Brothers and sisters, remain faithful in the Lord! Use holy diligence in your most 
important work. Stand steadfast in grace, advance deeper and deeper into Jesus’ fellowship. 
Watch and pray, and take heed to yourselves, bow to the will of God when He disciplines 
you and humbles your pride. And become ever lower in your own eyes, and you shall be 
forever richer in the Lord’s work and receive glory as your reward. 

“When I am weak and on my dangers ponder, Then let me see the crown that beckons 
yonder, Of which You gave to me Your promise true; Then shall I gather strength and heart 
anew!”   1

God, give us faithfulness to the end, for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.  

Come, brothers, wander on with joy,  
For shorter grows the way,  
The hour that frees us from the flesh  
Draws nearer day by day.  
A little truth and love,  
A little courage yet,  
More free from earth, more apt to set  
Your hopes on things above.  

It will not last for very long,  
A little farther roam;  
It will not last much longer now  
Ere we shall reach our home;  
There shall we ever rest,  
There with our Father dwell,  
With all the saints who served Him well,  
There truly, deeply blest. 

Friend of our dear and perfect choice, 
Thou joy of all that live, 
Being that know’st not chance or change, 
What courage dost Thou give! 
All beauty, Lord, we see, 
All bliss and life and love, 
In Him in whom we live and move, 
And we are glad in Thee. 

Tersteegen: Come, brethren, let us hasten on! L 252:5-7 LHy 451:5-7 tr. C. Winkworth;  
tune: Ak, Fader, lad dit Ord (ELH 215); alternate hymn: Soldiers of Christ, arise ELH 520:5-6 

 This paragraph is adapted from Peer Strømme’s translation.1



102. Septuagesima – Monday 
I will pay my vows to the LORD now in the presence of all His people.  

[Psa 116:14] 

Luke 17:7–10 “And which of you, having a servant plowing or tending sheep, will say to him 
when he has come in from the field, ‘Come at once and sit down to eat’? But will he not rather 
say to him, ‘Prepare something for my supper, and gird yourself and serve me till I have 
eaten and drunk, and afterward you will eat and drink’? Does he thank that servant because 
he did the things that were commanded him? I think not. So likewise you, when you have 
done all those things which you are commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants. We have 
done what was our duty to do.’” 

Servants at that time were slaves, so their lord completely owned them along with all 
their work. Just as little as my hand can do more than its duty to me, so little could 
they do more than they owed their lord. All that he commanded they were obliged to 

do. So we Christians in a blessed way are the Lord’s slaves. This completely excludes all our 
merit and destroys our self-righteousness, but it leads us into the free and gentle spirit of 
love. It is impossible for us to earn any right to salvation and glory with God, 1) because we 
are already righteous in Christ and born as heirs of glory; 2) because all that we have here 
is His. We are completely owned by Him; whatever ability we have to do good is His; He is 
the One who works in us “both to will and to do” [Phi 2:13]. But isn’t this glorious and good 
for us? This isn’t slavery in the sad meaning of the word; the delightful bonds of love and 
liberty bind our hearts to Him, so that we belong to Him with gladness within and gladly 
serve Him with joy and delight. Only it grieves us that we are not as fully obedient to Him 
as we want to be. If we did everything we should, it would still not be any merit for us; even 
less when, unfortunately, we don’t do it. No, what He has done becomes our merit, our right 
and our hope; we need nothing more, we have nothing more. The master certainly should 
not serve the servant, but that’s what our Master did; He came not to be served, but to 
serve; that is our merit, our redemption. Therefore we look into the perfect law of liberty 
[Jam 1:25] and do not work for reward. We have more than enough reward by giving 
ourselves to Him, loving Him, and serving Him.  

Grant us this grace, precious Lord Jesus! We heartily wish to promote Your honor. Give 
us such great mercy by Your good Holy Spirit. Amen. 

As Thou dost will, Lead Thou me still,  
That I may truly serve Thee.  
My God, I pray, Teach me Thy way,  
To my last day  
In Thy true faith preserve me. 

Most heartily I trust in Thee;  
Thy mercy fails me never.  
Dear Lord, abide My Helper tried,  
Thou Crucified,  
From evil keep me ever.  

Sthen: Lord Jesus Christ, my Savior blest L 80 ELH 258:2-3 tr. H. R. K. Spaeth; tune: Herre Jesu Krist 

103. Septuagesima – Tuesday 
O that we might hear You, Lord Jesus! 

Matthew 10:37–42 “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And 
he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take 
his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he 



who loses his life for My sake will find it. He who receives you receives Me, and he who 
receives Me receives Him who sent Me. He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet 
shall receive a prophet’s reward. And he who receives a righteous man in the name of a 
righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward. And whoever gives one of these little 
ones only a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no 
means lose his reward.” 

Our Jesus is infinitely more glorious than everything and everyone in heaven and on 
earth. If we know Him, then we love Him above everything else and we gladly follow 
Him through trouble and pain. He becomes our joy and treasure and delight; He 

becomes our life. “I live, yet not I, but Christ lives in me,” says Paul. Those who do not know 
Jesus in this way are not His disciples. For if you are instructed by Him, He teaches you 
this. Begin to do from your heart what He says and as He does; do good to all, especially to 
His disciples, to the poor, the desolate and the little ones. Do it from the heart, do it out of 
love; hold on to it and don’t give it up. Then you shall come to a deep sense of your need and 
yearning for Jesus, the Savior of sinners, and you shall learn to know His unspeakably 
great goodness and grace. Then He becomes precious to the soul. He is the sweet fountain of 
life, the bottomless well of love. He is the sun in our sky that drives away the night of 
death. He is the fullness of glory, the God of all spirits; everything lovely and noble is only a 
reflection of Him. In Him alone does our heart find peace, joy, and salvation. He has 
destroyed my death, cast out my worry, delivered me from hell, and placed me in His 
heavenly kingdom, all out of pure mercy; for that’s what He is. He offered His life for me in 
His death on the cross; thus I become a child of God and shall live with Him eternally and 
inherit everything. All that I am and have is from Him, and He rewards me for what I do in 
His service. I really deserve nothing even for my greatest and best work, yet He will reward 
me even for the least. I have the blessed honor myself of giving Him food and drink and 
clothing and care — by doing this for His poor little ones —, and yet I shall receive eternal 
reward for this! Isn’t this love on His part? Isn’t this life? Those who spare their own life 
and consider it dearer than Jesus, they lose their life. Those who will not kill their old 
Adam, will not take their cross that Jesus gives them, and not follow Him and live this life 
in Him, they are not worthy of Him. This He Himself says, and we agree — with our whole 
heart. 

O dear Lord Jesus, teach us to know You in truth, so that we love You and follow You. 
Give us a share in You. Live in us, and let us so live and serve one another in Your love. 
Amen. 

I give myself to Thee, 
With soul and life and all things, 
Whate’er my thought may be, 
My wishing and my speaking. 
Reject my off’ring not, 
But make me always Thine. 
Do with me what Thou ought; 
Thy will make always mine. 

Sincerely ev’ry day 
My heart to Thee I’m rending, 
And like a humble child 
All things to Thee I’m bending, 
That I may be to Thee 
Faithful in joy and care, 
As long as I shall live 
Upon this earth so drear. 



Heermann: Min Jesus han er min Begyndelse L 235:5-6 tr. DeGarmeaux;  
tune: Nun danket alle Gott (ELH 63); alternate hymn: We give Thee but Thine own ELH 445:5-6 

104. Septuagesima – Wednesday 
Heavenly Wisdom, come in and abide in us. 

1 Corinthians 3:18–23 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you seems to be wise in 
this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their own craftiness;” and 
again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” Therefore let no one 
glory in men. For all things are yours: whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas, or the world or life 
or death, or things present or things to come—all are yours. And you are Christ’s, and Christ 
is God’s. 

Conceited spirits have no place in Christ’s Church. Those who consider themselves 
wise are far away from the Lord; we must become fools before we can become wise. 
We must learn that we know nothing. Only then can we accept the teaching of the 

Spirit of God. For the Holy Spirit shows us clearly that we are fools, darkened and blind, 
without true knowledge of God, but He also teaches us to know God. Yes, He leads us 
deeper and deeper into the knowledge of self and keeps our heart humble. Precisely in this 
way He reveals more and more of God’s wisdom to our soul, so that we see how little we 
know, but that we dimly perceive and catch a glimpse of the depth of glorious and blessed 
things, and understand that we live in pure divine glories. What reason do we have to 
boast, then? Or what do we have in which to glory compared to someone else? We are not 
lords of one another, but servants of one another, not placed to rule over one another, but as 
partakers together in God’s wisdom to serve one another. And yet it is all ours. Every single 
one of us is co-owner of the whole. All the gifts that are given to you are also mine and mine 
are yours. For we are one body in Christ. Paul’s gifts of grace belong to you, and you belong 
to the apostolic Church. A father’s property is the common property of all the children. No, 
God’s wisdom does not lead to conceit and envy. Such things come from the wisdom here 
below. The wisdom which is from above is gentle, pure, peaceable, full of mercy and all the 
fruits of love [Jam 3:17]. O that none of us might be deceived! 

Lord God, heavenly Father, enlighten us with Your Spirit; teach us that by ourselves we 
understand nothing, and teach us to know Your heavenly wisdom, so that in wisdom we 
serve one another with meekness and faithfulness as good stewards of Your manifold grace. 
Amen. 

O God and Man, Lord Jesus Christ, 
Our sins were laid upon Thee; 
Thou knowest well our ev’ry vice, 
Give promised help, we pray Thee:  
O Jesus Christ, our Brother dear, 
Thou only art now worthy; 
The Comforter send to us here 
Into all truth to lead us, 
That ne’er from Thee we cede us. 



O Holy Spirit, now do come, 
And rend the bonds of Satan. 
Let God’s Word in our hearts find room, 
And Christ in us do brighten! 
Grant that we may be sanctified 
And praise our God in common 
And in Thy holy Word abide, 
Giving Thee thanks all as one, 
Singing together Amen. 

Olaus Petri: O Fader vor, barmhjertig, god L 247:3-4 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Es wolle uns Gott (ELH 591);  
alternate hymn: By grace I’m saved ELH 226 

105. Septuagesima – Thursday 
1 Corinthians 9:19–22 For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to 
all, that I might win the more; and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to 
those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those who are under the 
law; to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law toward God, but 
under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law; to the weak I became 
as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all 
means save some. 

It was the Apostles’ glorious calling and duty to preach the Gospel, and it is the calling 
and duty of all Christians to win souls for the Lord. Every believer should be able to say 
what Paul says here: “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant 

to all, that I might win the more.” Faith makes me free from all; love makes me servant of 
all. Paul was no longer bound in his conscience to take on the yoke of Jewish custom, with 
abstinence from certain foods, with purifications, vows, and the like. He could have eaten 
pork, blood, things strangled, anything at all, without violating his own conscience. 
Nevertheless he conformed to their custom, for example: he had his hair cut off at 
Cenchrea, because he had taken a vow; he observed the rite of purification in Jerusalem 
(Acts 18:18; 21:26) and concerning meat he says that he would never eat any food which 
caused a brother to stumble (1 Corinthians 8:13). When he could omit their custom without 
offending the Jews and in that way all the better win the heathen, he also did that. He 
didn’t lead a lawless, heathen life; on the contrary, he was bound by the law of Christ, 
which is love, and he led a Christian life in spirit and truth. To the weak he became weak; 
he became all things to all men to save some. And such a life in true liberty and loving 
service was so important for him that he could not partake of the Gospel otherwise. He 
speaks in the following verse of the struggle for the prize. Let us take note of this: We must 
lead such a life, dear Christians, free from all things, lords with Christ over all rules and 
commands, unjudged by weak and strong, and yet in love the servants of all, willing to 
accommodate ourselves to all in order to win them. If we understand this, God help us then 
that our life may show it! Then we shall not ask: What law do I have to do? What must I 
give up? Love will show us the right way. Let all our work in our whole life be done to win 
souls for the Lord by serving, self-sacrificing love! For the sake of God and your salvation, 
do it! Although you are saved in Christ without any of your own works, now in return do 
toward others what He did toward you. Then you shall surely find a right way in all 
questions about things called adiaphora [things that God has neither commanded nor forbidden].  

Lord, give us the true spirit of liberty and love. Grant us grace to walk in it always and 
everywhere, though we are still so far from it; help us, our God, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 



Come, children, let us onward go!  
We travel hand in hand;  
Each in his brother find his joy  
In this wild stranger land.  
As children let us be,  
Nor by the way fall out,  
The angels guard us round about,  
And help us brotherly.  

Let all the strong be quick to raise  
The weaker when they fall;  
Let love and peace and patience bloom  
In ready help for all.  
In love yet closer bound,  
Each would be least, yet still  
On love’s fair path most pure from ill,  
Most loving would be found.  

Tersteegen: Come, brethren, let us hasten on! L 252:3-4 LHy 451:3-4 tr. C. Winkworth;  
tune: Ak, Fader, lad dit Ord (ELH 215); alternate hymn: Salvation unto us is come ELH 227:10-11 

106. Septuagesima – Friday 
God, anoint our eyes with Your Holy Spirit! 

Isaiah 53:10–12 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You 
make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the 
pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. He shall see the travail of His soul, and be 
satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, for He shall bear their 
iniquities. Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil 
with the strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the 
transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

The love God has for us is so inconceivably great and deep that it pleased Him, think of 
it: it pleased Him to bruise His only-begotten Son and put Him to grief, since it was 
necessary to save us. With what a sacrifice we have been bought! What work God’s 

Son had to do in order to free us from the power of death! Yes, He did it for us and carried 
out the Lord’s pleasure; we are free. He has fulfilled all righteousness, He has done all the 
work of the law, He has borne all punishment, He has paid the whole price, He has suffered 
all the pain, He endured all the burden, He tasted all the bitterness of death in our place 
and accomplished it perfectly. The Lord’s pleasure prospers in His hand. Now He lives 
forever to intercede for us. What then is His reward? His reward is to make us blessed with 
Him. His reward is to own our hearts, to enjoy our trust and our love. Is this really worth so 
much to Him? Yes, it is, because He is love, and because it is us it has pleased Him to love 
so. Truly it astounds my thoughts when I try to figure this out, but I am and I shall be 
inexpressibly rich in joy and glory in and through my Lord Jesus. I am righteous with Him, 
I am holy with Him, saved and glorified through Him. No one can accuse me; no one can 
condemn me; I believe and confess that before God Jesus is my righteousness. I hold on to 
Him, my High Priest; in Him I am perfectly righteous and have to do nothing for 
righteousness. He has taken away my sin, and I am clothed in His righteousness. Everyone 
who knows Him is justified by Him.  

O then I will give myself completely to You, my precious Savior. You poured out Your 
soul unto death so that I might receive a place with You instead of with the devil. Take me 
to Yourself, Lord Jesus. I believe in You, I love You, I serve You, I live in You, and I am 
blessed in giving myself to You as Your reward for Your saving work. Your joy is to possess 



us, and Your food is to be loved by us, great and eternal blessed God, praised and lauded by 
all the host of heaven! Amen. 

I have naught, my God, to offer, 
Save the blood of Thy dear Son; 
Graciously accept the proffer: 
Make His righteousness mine own. 
His holy life gave He, was crucified for me; 
His righteousness perfect He now pleads before Thee; 
His own robe of righteousness, my highest good, 
Shall clothe me in glory, through faith in His blood. 

In Thine image then awaking, 
May my soul be all Thine own; 
Of Thy holy life partaking, 
Sanctified to Thee alone. 
For all that I need here, to serve and obey Thee, 
In Thee I receive—and my Savior, I pray Thee: 
From things transitory, absorbing my love, 
Withdraw mine affections, and fix them above. 

Schröder: One thing needful L 534:6-7 ELH 182:6-7 tr. F. P. Daume; tune: Eins ist Not  

107. Septuagesima – Saturday 
Psalm 119:25–32 My soul clings to the dust; Revive me according to Your word. I have 
declared my ways, and You answered me; Teach me Your statutes. Make me understand the 
way of Your precepts; So shall I meditate on Your wondrous works. My soul melts from 
heaviness; Strengthen me according to Your word. Remove from me the way of lying, And 
grant me Your law graciously. I have chosen the way of truth; Your judgments I have laid 
before me. I cling to Your testimonies; O LORD, do not put me to shame! I will run in the way 
of Your commandments, For You shall enlarge my heart. 

As long as our soul lives in this physical frame made of dust, it will so easily cling to 
dust and wander far from the eternal things in the Word. We are tempted to labor 
for the food which perishes [Joh 6:27] and to be enthralled by the world’s griefs. This 

must not happen! Believing children of God do not belong to the world, but are strangers in 
it; their labor is not in vain; in reality they labor for Christ in all they do, and their concern 
shall therefore not be for the perishable, but for God. In the mind of the children of the 
world covetousness or worries reign supreme and cause much anguish and affliction. Mixed 
with it are envy and bitterness, anger and jealousy, so the soul is really a little corner of 
hell. When the fire within is no longer tempered by the enjoyment of worldly things, it will 
burn fiercely in all eternity. The children of God also can often be sad, even on account of 
earthly things such as poverty, child-care, sickness, or a troubled mind. They can be 
wearied by the burden of earthly life and feel that they are still stuck in the dust. O I 
understand you well, weary traveler, whose weary soul dissolves into sighing and weeping! 
But all in all, still your heart is in heaven and your treasure and your comfort are eternal. 
Never let yourself be overcome by temptation to depression and fatigue, and never let 
bitterness toward God or men rule in your mind. Endure sadness in mind and soul if such is 
God’s will for you; endure opposition and weariness your whole life if it must be. Perhaps 
that is the only way God can lead you on to where you shall become eternally happy. But 
hold on to the Lord’s testimony and promises, and do not let unbelief with its terrible brood 
of whining, obstinacy, despair, bitterness, anger, and enmity toward God and everyone get 
the upper hand with you. Didn’t God’s Son save you? Aren’t you His dearly-bought 
possession? Hasn’t He called you and haven’t you received grace to choose the way of truth? 



Indeed, He shall free you from the dust and satisfy you eternally with the good things of 
His house.  

Yes, Lord, teach me that I may keep Your law and observe it with my whole heart. But 
alas, this impure mind, cleanse it, cleanse it in Jesus’ blood! Do it that I may walk in the 
way of Your commands, for I desire to do so. Incline my heart to Your testimony and not to 
covetousness. Avert my eyes that they look not for that which perishes. Keep me alive on 
Your path. Let Your great mercy come over me, Your salvation according to Your Word. 
Amen. 

Go forth upon life’s way, 
Ye souls enlightened: 
Ye shall not dwell alway 
On earth benighted; 
We each our own account  
Then shall be giving; 
To heav’n we now press on, 
To heav’n we now press on, 
For Christ now living. 

Go forth and let be drowned 
The evil thinking 
That all thy soul around 
In flesh is sinking; 
Yet still the weakest thought  
Of goodly striving, 
Brings comfort and gives hope, 
Brings comfort and gives hope, 
Of heav’n’s arriving. 

But yet a little while 
And I have conquered; 
The battle long so vile 
Is past and over. 
Then I can lay me down  
In beds of roses, 
And then eternally, 
And then eternally, 
Talk with my Jesus. 

Brorson: Hallelujah jeg har min Jesu fundet L 251:3-5 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Nu rinder Solen op  (ELH 83); 
alternate hymn: I’m but a stranger here ELH 474


