
199. Easter 4, Jubilate – I 
Lord, teach us to understand what You now will say to us. Amen. 

John 16:16–22 “A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will 
see Me, because I go to the Father.” Then some of His disciples said among themselves, 
“What is this that He says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little 
while, and you will see Me’; and, ‘because I go to the Father’?” They said therefore, “What is 
this that He says, ‘A little while’? We do not know what He is saying.” Now Jesus knew that 
they desired to ask Him, and He said to them, “Are you inquiring among yourselves about 
what I said, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see 
Me’? Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; 
and you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy. A woman, when she is in 
labor, has sorrow because her hour has come; but as soon as she has given birth to the child, 
she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the 
world. Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you again and your heart will rejoice, 
and your joy no one will take from you.”  

“A  little while, and again a little while,” our Gospel repeats these words often, but 
finally it speaks about an endless joy. Little whiles pass quickly. Such is our life 
here. But during the swift-changing sorrows and joys of this earthly life, for 

Jesus’ disciples a stream of joy flows forth, which becomes ever greater and richer and 
never stops into eternity. — “A little while, and you will not see Me.” This sounds strange 
and harsh to them. In the first age of the disciple’s life one doesn’t know anything greater 
than walking joyfully and wonderingly with the Lord. He speaks to us about tribulations, 
but we do not understand it and do not hear with our ears. This cannot last. The flesh is not 
put to death with pure and simple joy. Hard times must come, or else how are we to become 
like Jesus? He goes away from us and we sit again in loneliness and sorrow. You blame 
yourself for your inattention and your disobedience, and you certainly have reason to do so. 
The soul is lethargic and devotion cold. Drowsiness and darkness cover the heart. Yet that 
should not happen, but so it often goes with Jesus’ disciples. Should the lively beginning 
receive this anxious end?  

God be praised, this is not the end! This is only the second “little while.” All the same, 
now keep together with the brethren, keep meditating on the Word, and obey it. I 
encourage you to do this, I know you want to do this, but also that you are tempted to give 
up hope and to leave the Jerusalem of disappointment, as the Church and the fellowship 
now appears to you. Stay in the assembly of the brethren around God’s Word, and the Lord 
will come and show Himself to you again, but in a new way, for He died and is risen. 
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” The first emotional joy is 
gone, but you learn to believe the Lord’s presence and experience this, that He gives you 
inner peace and joy and victory over sin. You hold on to the Unseen, as if you saw Him and 
did not ask to see Him, because God wants us here to walk in faith, but then you see Him 
with the eyes of faith, and your sorrow is turned to joy. — Do not think that you shall no 
longer experience spiritual birth pangs. Seven times in our Gospel the Lord repeats the 
words: “A little while.” But in what you will go through, all together it is still only “a little 
while,” soon you shall see the Lord Jesus face to face in eternal glory. “You will be sorrowful 
and weep and lament,” the Lord says to His disciples. It is serious and difficult, yet it is 
clear, for He adds: “your sorrow will be turned into joy.” Then on the other hand He says: 
“the world will rejoice.” Such is the terrible darkness of death’s night, for their joy lasts a 
little while and becomes eternal weeping.  

“Lord, my God, I long for the blessed joy of peace, I cry out for the peace which Your 
children enjoy, whom You soothe in the light of comfort. If You give me peace, if You pour 



holy joy into my heart, then the soul of Your servant shall be filled with singing and with 
warm devotion shall praise Your name! But if You withhold Yourself, as You sometimes do, 
then Your servant is too weak to walk in Your way, then he may sink to the knees and beat 
his breast, — for it is not in his heart as yesterday and before, when Your light streamed 
over his head and he was shielded under the shadow of Your wings against all temptations 
which came against him. — It is a grace You give Your friend that for the sake of Your love 
he may suffer and be troubled in the world, as often and by whomever You finally allow it to 
happen. Nothing happens on earth without Your providence, without Your foreknowledge. 
It is like a gift to me that You humble me, so that I can know Your righteous judgments and 
cast away all the pride of heart and arrogant delusions” (Thomas à Kempis).  

Lord Jesus, let Your Spirit keep us in faith and explain to our spirit that it is a little 
while we do not see You. Make us glad in hope, patient in tribulation, watchful in prayers. 
Give us steadfastness, and make us partakers of Your eternal joy. Amen [Rom 12:12]. 

My Jesus, Thou my soul’s best Friend, 
My Life, my Sun, my Gladness! 
Wilt Thou now leave me to the end 
In all my care and sadness? 
O wilt Thou make me lonely be 
On earth so full of sorrow, 
Trouble borrow; 
If Thee I do not see, 
How can I bear till morrow? 

Shall from my hardship’s wintry way 
Be springtime ne’er returning? 
And by the beams of heav’nly day 
My tears to joy be turning? 
Shall not a drop of honey sweet 
Into my cup be falling 
To my galling 
The honey that is meet 
For children of God’s choosing? 

My soul, the cross that thou must bear 
Is heav’n beyond all measure; 
To Jesus’ words now do give ear 
And learn His gracious pleasure; 
“A little while” He says to thee, 
And short shall be thy sorrow 
Till the morrow; 
In heaven thou shalt see 
His wondrous joy forever. 

Kingo: Min Jesu, du min Sjæles Trøst L 379:1-3 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Ich ruf zu dir (ELH 255);  
alternate hymn: If Thy beloved Son, O God ELH 374

200. Easter 4, Jubilate – II 
God, grant us the true spirit of liberty and obedience. Amen.  

1 Peter 2:11–20 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts 
which war against the soul, having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when 
they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, 
glorify God in the day of visitation. Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, or to governors, as to those who are sent 
by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good. For this is 



the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men— as 
free, yet not using your liberty as a cloak for vice, but as servants of God. Honor all people. 
Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king. Servants, be submissive to your masters 
with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh. For this is commendable, 
if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. For what credit 
is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and 
suffer for it, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God. 

You who believe on the Lord Jesus are not of the world, but you belong in heaven, and 
this shall seem to you as the little while you endure here in this strange land. Your 
heavenly future and glorious disposition, the truth and glory of your eternal calling 

should be evident in a holy walk in your earthly conduct and deeds. While the children of 
the world work for earthly riches, you should become rich in good works and store up 
treasure in heaven. While the spirit of the world makes people power-crazy, you should let 
the Spirit of Christ make you humble, as those who really are free and able to bend the 
selfish, arrogant flesh to obey the spirit. Now it becomes more and more accepted practice 
and fashion to raise oneself above governments and magistrates, who are established by 
Him, and this is called “freedom.” But Christians have received power from God to 
withstand the evil spirit of the time and to be obedient to all human order for the Lord’s 
sake. The “freedom” of being power-crazy is really slavery, low-mindedness, misery. But 
Christian humility on the other hand is lordship over oneself and the world, noble and real 
freedom. When unbelievers mock you, Christian servants, because of your humility and 
honor toward your earthly rulers, then remember that it is not men, but Christ you serve, 
and show by faithfulness and heartfelt humility that you are lords over yourselves and the 
world and the devil. But indeed you shall come short and fall into the enemy’s trap, if you 
do not diligently and persistently watch and pray. For much grace is needed, along with 
spiritual wisdom and heavenly mind, to withstand the enchanting spirit of the time.  

Therefore it is truly necessary to take the Apostle’s warning to heart and to have the 
light of God’s Spirit over the conduct of life. Never forget, beloved, that you are strangers 
and pilgrims on earth. Never forget that you are put here to serve the Lord in everything, 
and seek your rest in Him, never, never among men. Then if someone mocks you for His 
sake, he despises you and Him, but He shall still be honored by you and be praised on the 
day of visitation and you shall be glorified with Him. 

When You free us, Lord Jesus, then we are free indeed. We pray You fervently, grant us 
the freedom of Your glory. Amen.  

God in heav’n, grant fullest measure 
To us all whoe’er we are 
To put off all carnal pleasure 
Which against our soul makes war, 
That the heathen never may 
Be offended on life’s way 
By our thoughtless ill behavior, 
But may learn to praise our Savior.  

For the most high Lord of heaven 
And His fatherly command 
We should honor those He’s given, 
Rulers He to us did send; 
They the sword of justice bear 
And the wicked will not spare; 
They God’s children keep from evil, 
That our life is calm and peaceful. 



Servants then should be obedient 
To their masters in the flesh, 
Not only the kind and lenient,  
Also those who can be rash. 
In all things your patience show 
And respect that you do owe 
To the rulers God has lent you 
And protection He has sent you. 

Kingo: Give Gud i Himmerige L 385:1-3 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Freu dich sehr (ELH 593); 
alternate hymn: God bless our native land ELH 602

201. Easter 4, Jubilate – Monday 
Lord Jesus, teach us to know You. Amen. 

John 14:1–6 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My 
Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to 
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. And where I go you know, and the way you 
know.” Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we 
know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me.” 

“In My Father’s house are many mansions,” that is: there are still enough rooms in 
heaven for all Jesus’ friends, and each of them shall find his own special glory there. 
— All shall be gathered there, and all are perfectly blessed, but not all have the 

same glory. The brightness with which we shall shine in heaven shall be greater or less 
according to the gifts we have received from God and how we used them. Some have the 
gleam of a diamond, others the sheen of rubies, and others emeralds, but all of them 
surpass the brightest gem. There is no envy in heaven, and no discord belongs in the songs 
of praise before the throne of the Lamb.  

Whoever believes on Jesus and remains in faith to the end cannot be lost, but must and 
shall inherit salvation. For believing hearts are steadfast with Jesus and remain where He 
is, so that Jesus leads them with Himself to heaven. If the Lord has gone through death 
and has conquered death, this is for us. If He is light and life which can never be put out, 
this He is for us who believe in Him. “I am the way,” He says. He is the bridge for us from 
death to life. He has thrown Himself into condemnation’s gaping chasm, so that upon Him 
we may be carried home to the Father’s house. “He is the living way” (Hebrews 10:20): like 
the flowing stream He carries the ship of our life out into the blessed harbor of eternity. “I 
am the truth and the life,” He says. How then should anyone who is one of heart with Him 
be lost in death? Whoever has the Son already has life. No death can slay Him any more, — 
and isn’t He indeed your life, the joy and desire of your heart, dear believing friend? So we 
know the way then and we have the life and are certain that we shall be gathered into the 
mansions of glory. For “we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an 
understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His 
Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.”  

But “he who does not have the Son of God does not have life” (1  John 5:20, 12). 
“Therefore we must learn to regard and know the Lord Christ as He who always is and 
remains with us and in us, namely in the hour of death. Yes, He is so near to us that He 
and He alone is found in our heart, which happens, when I fully and firmly believe in Him 
as my Savior, who by His death for my sake has gone home to the Father, to bring me 
there. Then I am on the right way which leads from this life into the life to come. Faith 



clings firmly to Christ. Where He is, it must also be and remain. And the stronger the faith 
is, the more sure one goes on the way. This journey then is nothing other than being 
steadfast in faith and becoming more and more certain of eternal life in Christ. Now if I 
remain steadfast in this faith, and then death grabs me and overcomes me, and all my 
senses disappear, then the way is all behind, I have attained the goal and cross over into 
the other life.” (Luther)  

Lord Jesus, help us to hold fast to You in faith and to know nothing else for salvation 
except You crucified. Amen.  

Thyself, Lord, art my Way to heav’n, 
The Key of the creation 
Who finds Thee has his passport giv’n 
To life’s eternal station. 
Ah dearest Savior, ne’er let me 
Expect a heav’n divest of Thee, 
Of man’s imagination. 

Thou art the Truth, and that alone 
My intellectual prize is, 
Without Thee words and husks are shown, 
Thou all things realizes. 
O make my heart entirely free 
To be devout alone to Thee 
Where its true paradise is. 

Thou art my Life, its flowing pow’rs, 
Through every part dispersing; 
Thy Spirit with its vital show’rs 
Both soul and body piercing. 
So let me be all life and spirit, 
My Jesus, always Thee inherit; 
No pow’r the grant reversing. 

Lange: Sweet Jesus, Thou my heart’s desire L 538:3-5 tr. Lyra Davidica;  
tune: Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr (ELH 35); alternate hymn: Thou art the Way ELH 363

202. Easter 4, Jubilate – Tuesday 
Lord Jesus, let Your Word today  

wake and strengthen faith in You in our heart. Amen.  

John 14:7–13 “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now 
on you know Him and have seen Him.” Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it 
is sufficient for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not 
known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us 
the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words 
that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me 
does the works. Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me 
for the sake of the works themselves. Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the 
works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My 
Father. And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son.” 

Here we again hear from Jesus’ mouth that He is true God, one with the Father. “He 
who has seen Me has seen the Father. Do you not believe that I am in the Father, 
and the Father in Me? The Father who dwells in Me does the works. Believe Me 

that I am in the Father and the Father in Me.” How could He say this if He were not one 
with the Father, true and eternal God? If Jesus Christ is the truthful Teacher, then He is 



indeed true God as well. For when He so clearly says this, He must be so; otherwise He was 
a liar. But then how would He be the greatest wise man on earth, which even the followers 
of unbelief acknowledge Him to be? And how should we ourselves then explain His works? 
Or His works in His own people after His death and resurrection? It cannot be denied that 
His disciples did works after His Ascension, which are greater than all that He did in His 
humiliation. Then He went about Judea, healing the sick, raising the dead, and preaching 
the Word of life. These were works which showed that He was in the Father and the Father 
in Him. But since then through His disciples He has transformed the world and renewed 
the character of the earth. From His seat at the Father’s right hand He has sent the Holy 
Spirit and called His witnesses with power and grace to convert thousands of souls, yes, 
innumerable souls, and to snatch them from death and the devil. How could the poor, 
unlearned, wretched, and despised disciples be able to do this if He had remained dead and 
left them to themselves? No, the Church’s endurance, the Church’s life and works testify so 
clearly of Christ’s deity and resurrection, that whoever does not see that Christ is God’s Son 
and that He does what His believers pray for is more blind than sticks and stones. He will 
do whatever we ask the Father in His name, He says. Every word testifies that He speaks 
from the certainty that He is one with the Father.  

O how blessed are we who have such a great and mighty Savior! He has given us 
glorious promises and He is ready to fulfill them. Away with unbelief, the accursed lie! 

Lord Jesus, true God, grant us grace to believe in You and to pray in full confidence 
without doubting. O give us the Spirit’s wisdom in our heart for Your name’s sake. Amen. 

O King of glory, Christ the Lord,  
God’s everlasting Son—the Word,  
To rescue mankind from its doom,  
Thou didst our very flesh assume. 

Thou overcamest death’s sharp sting,  
Believers unto heav’n to bring;  
At God’s right hand, exalted there,  
Thou dost the Father’s glory share. 

O guide them, lift them up for aye; 
We magnify Thee day by day, 
Thy name we worship and adore, 
World without end, for evermore. 

Niceta: Thee God we praise L 10:7.8.11 ELH 44:7.8.11 tr. C. Døving; tune: Old Hundredth

203. Easter 4, Jubilate – Wednesday 
Gladden us, Lord, with the comfort of Your Word. Amen. 

Psalm 126 When the LORD brought back the captivity of Zion, We were like those who 
dream. Then our mouth was filled with laughter, And our tongue with singing. Then they 
said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.” The LORD has done 
great things for us, Whereof we are glad. Bring back our captivity, O LORD, As the streams in 
the South. Those who sow in tears Shall reap in joy. He who continually goes forth weeping, 
Bearing seed for sowing, Shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, Bringing his sheaves 
with him. 

Israel was delivered from the Babylonian Captivity, and even though they had believed 
the promise and waited for it, it came as a surprise to them and was so glorious to them 
that they were beside themselves with wondering joy. But now the captivity and 

distress were over them again as we read Ezra and Nehemiah. Now it is true again: “Lord, 



Bring back our captivity, O LORD, As the streams in the South [dry land].” And the Psalmist 
is full of hope. The sower sows his seed under heat and weariness. Drought sets in, the seed 
and work seem wasted, the heart stands between hope and fear, tears flow. O God, send 
rain, send rain from on high! Then we can still get a fine harvest. Yes, from the seed, which 
is scattered with sweat and tears, comes a harvest amid joy and rejoicing.  

So it always goes with God’s people, with each individual Christian, and with the Lord’s 
Church. Here on earth captivity and deliverance, lamenting and rejoicing are side by side, 
but finally there will be eternal, everlasting joy. — The LORD has done great things for us: 
He has converted us, delivered us from the slavery of sin, loosed our bonds and led us to the 
Canaan of grace. What a change! What an exchange to pass from death to life, from Satan’s 
power to God! From our whole heart we say: “The LORD has done great things for us, 
Whereof we are glad.” But “here we are still among so many drawn swords!” And now 
again! How heaven is shut up again over our land [2Ch 6:26]! The rain of grace is gone, the 
soul sits parched and empty in the heat of affliction. “I was once shown grace, I was a child 
of God, I tasted life, lived in His love, had peace and joy, served the Lord with joy and hope. 
That is gone! O it is over! Now I walk again in slavery and weariness, the streams have 
dried up, the earth is parched, the seed dies.” So sounds the lament, but still in it there is 
hope and prayer, because the faithful Holy Spirit secretly sustains the heart by God’s Word. 
Be comforted, dear friend! Don’t despair. You shall surely come with singing, bringing your 
sheaves with you. You long for it and pray: this shows that there is faith in your heart. And 
the Lord is the God of wonders. The tears of faith always give a bountiful harvest of joy in 
the end. That shall never fail.  

But how long, O Lord? How long? You see how plagued I am by unbelief. Have mercy, 
and transform our captivity like a stream in a dry land. Lord, may it please You to do it 
soon. Amen. 

Jesus gives us joy and tears,  
Blessed be His name forever!  
When thy way most dark appears,  
Trust in Him, despond thou never;  
Weary soul, when sore distressed,  
Call on Him and be at rest. 

Surely, narrow is the way  
To the land of gladness yonder;  
While on this sad earth we stay,  
We must here as pilgrims wander.  
Through the desert we must roam,  
Till we Canaan reach, our home. 

Upward, then, my weary soul, 
Where the crown of life is given! 
Pressing onward to the goal, 
I shall win the bliss of heaven; 
For, O Jesus, I am Thine, 
Blest am I, for Thou art mine! 

Schmolck, Brorson: Why art thou cast down, my soul? L 380:4-6 LHy 237:4-6 tr. C. Døving;  
tune: Jesus, meine Zuversicht (ELH 28); alternate hymn: God moves in a mysterious way ELH 434

204. Easter 4, Jubilate – Thursday 



Lord Jesus, grant us this great favor: that we may hear You pray. Amen. 

John 17:1–5 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, the 
hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, as You have given Him 
authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him. 
And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
You have sent. I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have 
given Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I 
had with You before the world was.” 

This Bible passage is the first part of Jesus’ high-priestly prayer, and this prayer is the 
simplest and most profound in the whole Bible. 
Here in these 5 verses He prays for Himself as the Savior of the world: that the 

Father would glorify Him, that He may glorify the Father and give all those whom the 
Father had given Him eternal life. The hour had come, He must suffer death to be glorified 
Himself and to glorify the Father and to give us eternal life. He had power to lay down His 
life and power to take it up again. But in this the Holy Trinity’s eternal plan of wisdom and 
love is revealed. Here we meet glory so overwhelmingly great, yet so gentle and humble, 
that our heart must melt. Here is righteousness and wisdom, but above all, love so powerful 
that it draws to itself all whose eyes have been enlightened by the Spirit. And “this is 
eternal life.” We know the only true God, who is revealed on earth by His only-begotten 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. We know the Father and the Son through the Son’s coming to 
earth, His suffering death, and His victory. We know Him in this way only by the 
enlightenment of the Spirit whom the Son after His glorification sends from the Father. 
Whoever thus knows God so that he gives his heart to Him, knows Him with the knowledge 
of love, just as the Son knows the Father: he has eternal life. Love stronger than death has 
come to him and enticed his heart. He lives in Jesus, and Jesus in him. Yes, this is eternal 
life, and only this. But this is indeed eternal life, “that they know You—know You, the only 
true God — the only — only true God, and Him You sent, Jesus Christ.” How incredibly 
important! This, only this is eternal life, eternal life! To give us this life and thereby to 
honor the Father, Jesus must go — and He is willing to go — through death to His glory, 
and He prays about this. He will take this as a gift of the Father, though He is the Only-
begotten and had the glory, before the world was. — O what a prayer this is! How 
everything in us must be moved to worship and thank Him when we hear it! 

Lord Jesus, You are greatly praised, who would put aside the use of Your glory and pray 
to the Father for glorification by suffering death to draw us from death to life. You see we 
understand still so little of the depth and height of this truth. But we pray You: give us 
Your Holy Spirit, and show us Your Father, so that we still may indeed have eternal life. O 
let us know Your love which passes understanding. Glorify Yourself in us, precious Savior, 
and glorify us with You, so that we may praise Your glory eternally in heaven. Amen. 

Sweet Jesus, Thou my heart’s desire;  
In whom my soul reposes,  
Thy precious words my soul inspire,  
Like lilies and like roses.  
My mouth for Thee prepareth praise,  
And while Thy goodness thus displays,  
So many sweets incloses. 



Light of my soul, in Thy bright rays 
Alone I stand beholding 
Those beauties, with uncovered face 
Which quicken me unfolding. 
O take my heart, and fill it quite, 
My glory, with Thy glory bright; 
Fast-locked forever holding. 

Lange: L 538:1-2 tr. Lyra Davidica, alt.; tune: Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr (ELH 35);  
alternate hymn: Jesus, priceless treasure ELH 264:1-2

205. General Day of Prayer – I 
Lord, let Your Word chasten and humble us and set us before the throne of grace. Amen. 

Isaiah 55:6–7 Seek the LORD while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near. Let 
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the 
LORD, and He will have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. 

Let these words pierce our heart today, so that we hold them, follow them, and never 
forget them! “Seek the LORD while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near.” 
It is the voice of His love calling. Hear it, and it draws your heart to Him. When He 

tells us to seek Him, then the Word gives us the power to do it, — then we can seek Him, 
and find Him. He meets you and gives you grace to meet Him, do it, and do not let Satan 
keep you bound with his chains. God’s Word frees you from them. Call upon the LORD while 
He is near. He Himself stirs the voice of prayer in you. Now when you hear this today, then 
there is a prayer to God in your soul. Offer it, call upon Him, He waits for you, His ears are 
open for Your cry! How much you have to talk about with Him! You went away from Him 
early and wandered without God. Longer and longer, farther and farther you went away 
from Him. But He did not lose sight of you or forget you. Often He called, but you would not 
listen. Now He calls to you again: You ungodly, forsake your way, and turn to Me! You are 
ungodly, as long as your heart flees from God. Not just the vicious are ungodly; everyone 
who loves the world is ungodly. Your way leads to eternal destruction. Turn, turn and come 
back to the Lord! Do it for Jesus’ sake, for the sake of Him who died for You and reconciled 
you to God! Do not delay, turn now. Pray to the Lord for grace! Now immediately, for now 
He is near! You feel certain that you ought to do it. See, it is His drawing you. See how near 
He is to you! O He wants to have mercy on you and forgive you many times. You receive 
grace for all your ungodliness, He takes away all your guilt, he teaches you to lay it down 
where He laid it, on the Lamb, so you become free and unburdened and joyful: if only you 
will turn to Him. You are lost if you do not, you go to hell in your ungodliness. It’s no use to 
laugh or make fun. Your conscience tells you that you are a miserable wretch and a fool as 
you continue there in Satan’s slavery with your hardness and your impenitent heart, and 
you know that you reap wrath for yourself on the day of the revelation of wrath and God’s 
righteous judgment. You have no innocence if you remain in your unrighteousness, for you 
can begin to seek the Lord, He draws you and takes ten thousand steps to meet you for each 
one you take to meet Him. 

Lord, turn us and we are converted! Draw us to Yourself, and do not let us fall. We 
lament and confess our ungodliness. Have mercy and forgive us, and lead us on the right 
way for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 



O seek the Lord today!  
Today He hath salvation. 
Approach Him while He may 
Still hear thy supplication. 
Repent and seek His grace, 
His call to thee doth sound; 
O turn to Him thy face 
While yet He may be found. 

Behold the sun of grace 
So brightly on thee shineth; 
O take with Christ thy place 
While He to thee inclineth. 
Perchance His summons may 
Ere long be sent to thee; 
O turn to Him today, 
Let Him thy solace be. 

German/Brorson: I Dag er Naadens Tid L 387:4-6 HCH 184:1-2 tr. P. C. Paulsen;  
tune: I Dag er Naadens Tid (LHy 521); alternate hymn: O Thou that hear’st ELH 500:5-6

206. General Day of Prayer – II 
Lord, let Your Word bow our hearts in obedience to You. Amen. 

Matthew 3:8–10 “Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not think to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up 
children to Abraham from these stones. And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. 
Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

Do not neglect to make a heartfelt confession today, and let it be known in your life 
that you have been turned to the Lord. Let no one think that he is a Christian simply 
because he belongs to a people who are called Christian, and because he outwardly 

uses God’s Word and Sacraments and lives properly. Nor let anyone comfort himself that he 
once repented and that he no longer follows the crowd, but holds to the little flock. The 
Pharisees were precise with their worship of God and kept themselves strong according to 
customs, but their hearts were farther from the Lord than dead stones. Do you bear fruits 
worthy of repentance? Do you live in heartfelt meekness, living faith, and true 
sanctification? Is Jesus your life and do you walk before God? Do you deny your own will 
and practice love? We’re not asking if you are perfect in these things, but we ask in all 
seriousness if you live in daily repentance from your heart, if you are a new creation in 
Christ and strive for perfection. True Christians, unfortunately, are weak, but they confess 
their sin daily with sorrow and prayer for mercy. But many unconverted foolishly try to 
take comfort in Christians’ weaknesses, and they sin against grace. There is an 
immeasurable distinction between the decent children of the world and weak Christians. 
The heart of the unconverted is far from God. They do not seek Jesus with any inward 
longing, for they do not know their sin and do not feel their poverty. They love and seek 
their own and strive after earthly things. Christians on the other hand earnestly turn to 
God, seek Him from the heart and strive continually to live well-pleasing to Him. They 
daily feel their own sin with pain, and they have their hope always in grace in Christ. Do 
not think that this is a little thing. If you are a fruitless tree, then the ax is laid to the root 
and you are cut down and thrown in the fire. The dry branches on the vine are not fit either 
to bear fruit or to be lumber, but only for the fire. So repent, get a different attitude, and 
become a new person! If only we could tell you as urgently as it ought to be said, how 
absolutely necessary this is! Do not delay. Listen and follow the Lord’s calling today, today! 



But you believers, humble yourselves and repent, one and all, for your own sins and for 
the church’s sins, and show in your life that you have been with the Lord today. From now 
on live with greater care than before, irreproachable and pure as God’s blameless children 
among the vain and perverse generation, among whom you shine as a light in the world. 
Let this day be for us all a day of repentance! Let us all together with heartfelt confession of 
sin and urgent prayer stand before the throne of grace!  

Give us the power of Your Spirit to do this, merciful God. Grant that we bring forth 
fruits worthy of repentance, to the praise of Your name and for the salvation of our souls. 
Amen. 

There is salvation still 
For hearts contritely crying 
To Him whose gracious will 
Is now to save the dying. 
His grace doth beckon thee 
To seek thy Savior blest; 
O hasten, swiftly flee 
Unto His blessed rest. 

As in its mother’s arm 
The child sweet comfort gaineth, 
So, shielding thee from harm, 
The Lord thy heart sustaineth, 
O seek that sweet repose, 
Come unto Him and stay; 
Thy Savior now is close, 
O come to Him today. 

German/Brorson: I Dag er Naadens Tid L 387:8-10 HCH 184:3-4 tr. P. C. Paulsen;  
tune: I Dag er Naadens Tid (LHy 521); alternate hymn: So truly as I live, God saith ELH 417

207. Easter 4, Jubilate – Saturday 
Lord Jesus, give us grace again to hear You pray. Amen. 

John 17:6–11 “I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the 
world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. Now they 
have known that all things which You have given Me are from You. For I have given to them 
the words which You have given Me; and they have received them, and have known surely 
that I came forth from You; and they have believed that You sent Me. I pray for them. I do 
not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. And all 
Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. Now I am no longer in the 
world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name 
those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are.” 

Here Jesus prays for us, His disciples, not for the world. Of course He prays for them 
also, but not in this prayer. For there is an immense difference between Jesus’ 
disciples and the world. They are the Father’s special gift to the Son. “You have 

given them to Me,” He says, “they were Yours, and You have given them to Me.” What 
exactly this means that they were the Father’s and that He has given them to the Son, we 
shall not fully understand clearly until we are in heaven, but this much we understand 
already now, that it is something unspeakably precious and great. Jesus’ disciples are 
chosen and set apart from the world. They have believed and received the Lord’s Word, 
which the world has not done. When the world hears the word about the Father and the 
Son, darkness covers their soul, so that they do not understand it. But Jesus’ disciples 



receive the truth inwardly and keep it. It has become clear and certain to them that the 
Father sent His Son to be the Savior of the world. And they understand the love in this. 
They believe and confess that the Son is one with the Father, that God’s fatherly heart is 
open for us in Christ, that we through Him have a free and living way to the Father. These 
disciples of Jesus are now His precious possession and the Father’s children. Just as the 
Father from the first gave them to the Son, so through the Son they rightly become the 
Father’s again. For “what is Mine is Yours,” He says, “and what is Yours is Mine.” Infinite 
happiness and glory! And this grace does not belong simply to the first disciples, but to all 
believers. For in verse 20 He says: “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will 
believe in Me through their word.” But the Father and the Son are then also unspeakably 
great, glorious, and precious for them. Their election and redemption, the Father’s love and 
Jesus’ intercession, the light of the Word and faith’s gift of grace: all are more precious to 
them than gold to the greedy. All is joy, but also meekness, because it is completely 
undeserved.  

And what heavenly care Jesus has for His people! “I am no longer in the world, but 
these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those 
whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are.” This the Father shall do. He 
has always heard His Son’s prayer. Alleluia! 

Thanks for Your prayer, thanks for everything, Lord Jesus. Thanks, heavenly Father, 
for Your unspeakable gift. You are greatly praised, Triune God, forever and ever. Amen. 

Praise to the Lord whose eternal love He now forth setteth; 
His work begun, He His chosen one never forgetteth; 
Saving from care 
Those who His glory now share; 
Heavenly mansions He setteth. 

Praise to the Father whose grace everlasting endureth! 
Praise to the Son who eternal salvation secureth! 
Praise Holy Ghost 
Who giveth faith to the lost! 
Praise Him who bliss e’er procureth! 

Döring/Landstad: Lover den Herren, hvis reddende Kjærlighed sender L 364:5-6 tr. DeGarmeaux;  
tune: Lobe den Herren (ELH 65); alternate hymn: Praise to the Father ELH 7


