
266. Trinity 3 – I 
O God, teach us to know Your mercy. Amen. 

Luke 15:1–10 Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him. And 
the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with 
them.” So He spoke this parable to them, saying: “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, 
if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one 
which is lost until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 
And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!’ I say to you that likewise there 
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons 
who need no repentance. Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does 
not light a lamp, sweep the house, and seek diligently until she finds it? And when she has 
found it, she calls her friends and neighbors together, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 
found the piece which I lost!’ Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner who repents.” 

Lowly and small are we human beings compared to the Almighty God. What difference 
could it make to Him if He were to lose one of us? A shepherd would be 1% poorer by 
losing one of his 100 sheep, but would God really be poorer by losing you or me? Are 

we not an infinitesimal bit of all His wealth? Or would my absence cause some break in the 
circle of the blessed around His throne? Would heaven’s choir be incomplete if my voice 
were missing? Certainly God is just as rich and blessed without us, but still He loves us so 
much that He is not willing to lose us for any price. There is no sorrow in heaven over the 
loss of one person, for there is no sorrow in heaven, but there is joy in heaven over each 
sinner who is saved. It is God’s unspeakable love for us in Christ that does this. So 
infinitesimally small we are, compared to God, and so lowly we have become by our deep 
fall, yet we are still most valuable to Him according to His mercy in creation, redemption, 
and sanctification. For we are created in God’s image and are the flower of His works, we 
are redeemed with the life and blood of the only-begotten Son to be “His own special 
people,” and God the Holy Spirit has made us His temple. It has pleased the holy triune 
God to love me, to give me His heart from eternity. Therefore I am also formed to love, and 
to receive His love in me. So it is the devil’s most malicious desire to destroy us, but God’s 
highest delight to save us. 

“All publicans and sinners drew near to Jesus to hear Him,” and He never sent one of 
them away. He never rejected one poor sinner. His enemies wanted to say something evil 
about Him, but they had to praise His office as Savior: “He receives sinners and eats with 
them.” He left His blessed heavenly host and came to earth to save us. When He uses the 
picture of a shepherd who left the 99 and goes into the wilderness after the one lost sheep 
until He finds it, and then lays it on His shoulders rejoicing, and carries it home, or the 
picture of the woman who cannot find her lost coin, but frantically keeps sweeping until she 
finds it, and when He adds: “Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner who repents,” — then He shows us that our salvation is dearer to 
His heart than anything else. Diligently He seeks the straying, willingly He receives the 
repentant, gladly He saves everyone who is found by Him. Listen to this, everyone! Are you 
still living in sin? Jesus is looking for you and wants to carry you back. You no longer have 
to go homeless in the wilderness. Stop and listen to the voice of the heavenly Shepherd! If 
you repent, Jesus gladly receives you. Believe His love and grace. It is a thousand times 
greater than your sin. You cannot believe it is as great as it really is. — If He seeks us with 
such fervent desire, should we then run from Him into the devil’s power? Shouldn’t we run 



to Him and like frightened sheep, hunted by death and the devil, throw ourselves into His 
saving arms?  

Lord Jesus, we are so blind and so wicked! Draw us to You, and show us Your love! 
Draw us to You and show us Your ardent love for us, so that it may overcome, melt, and 
heal our heart. Amen. 

Jesus, Your mercy is so great, 
I humbly fall before Your feet, 
O let me find Your grace. 
I am Your lamb that wandered wild, 
My sin and guilt have me beguiled; 
O save me from disgrace. 

I wandered far from You, dear Lord, 
And came so near hell’s open door; 
Help me now to repent. 
Now bring me safe to Your embrace; 
My sin and punishment erase; 
I pray Your grace be sent! 

Lord Jesus Christ, now take me in 
And let me find relief within 
Your wounds and piercéd side. 
Release me from the bonds of sin; 
Your Spirit grant new strength begin, 
That I in life abide. 

Laurenti: Stor, Jesus, er din miskundhed L 468 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Kommt her zu mir (ELH 375); 
alternate hymn: Jesus sinners doth receive ELH 426 

267. Trinity 3 – II 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. [Psa 124:8] Amen. 

1 Peter 5:6–11 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may 
exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. Be sober, be 
vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he 
may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are 
experienced by your brotherhood in the world. But may the God of all grace, who called us to 
His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, 
strengthen, and settle you. To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

When God strikes us, He wants to make us humble. So then let us humble ourselves 
under His mighty hand! This hand lets no one escape, but all who humble 
themselves under it are exalted and saved by it. If you recognize His righteousness 

and your sinful guilt, and are quiet and take the Lord’s chastening as well-deserved, then 
you surely believe that He is gracious to you and you learn to cast all your care upon Him. 
There is not one of us who has never wanted to be conceited and proud, if the Lord would 
not chasten us with tribulation and temptation. We would be drunk with our fortune as a 
child of God, and then the devil would lead us to fall into sin and from there into doubt. It is 
good that the Lord lays His heavy hand on us, although it “does not seem to be joy, but 
grief.” Then pride and self-conceit die, then the sober and humble mind is preserved, then 
faith grows, then meekness and holy confidence of spirit toward God flourish, then the 
fraternal bond between you and all the saints is strengthened, then Aaron and Hur lift up 
Moses’ hands while Joshua slays Amalek [Exo 17:8-13]. Understand this, dear brothers and 



sisters. Humble yourselves and cast all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. 
“Humbling yourself” and “casting all your care upon the Lord” are very closely connected.  

The Apostle calls Him “the God of all grace.” Take note of this name: The God of all 
grace — He called you to partake of salvation, which cost Him the death of His Son. And 
likewise He will earnestly prepare and bring you to this glory, strengthen, confirm, and 
establish you. If you want to watch and to stand firm in faith, then you can do it by the 
discipline of His grace. Then the devil shall flee from you, but otherwise you are helpless 
sheep in the power of the ravenous wolf. What can you do, wretched man, unwise and 
unaware as you are, against the prince of hell and his host? But when, humbled by the 
Lord’s chastening grace, you grow in confidence in the mighty God, then the devil shall be 
put to shame, but the Lord shall receive glory and you shall have eternal salvation. 

Guard us, God of all grace, from pride and carnal self-conceit. Give us vigilant, humble, 
and God-fearing hearts, which with childlike confidence entrust themselves to You. 
Strengthen us in suffering, confirm and establish us with all the saints in fellowship with 
You to our final end. Amen. 

Jesus, help conquer! — When, other hopes waning, 
Press’d with my wants, I my nothingness find, 
Strength scarcely left me for pray’r, or complaining, 
Lonely I stray like the poor timid hind,— 
Then let on Thee my reliance be single! 
Sighs can prevail, if Thyself with them mingle. 

Jesus, help conquer! — That we, too, victorious, 
Worthily guests to Thy Supper may come, 
Then to behold Thee in victory glorious, 
There ’mong Thy jubilant host finding room; 
While all Thy foes are cast out and despairing, 
We shall be there, crowns of righteousness wearing. 

Schröder: Jesu, hilf Siegen L 471:7-8 tr. H. Mills; tune: Tidings H82:539, altered; 
alternate hymn: Rise, my soul ELH 253:4-5 

268. Trinity 3 – Monday 
Faithful God, keep us; do not let us depart from You. Amen.  

Luke 15:11–16 Then He said: “A certain man had two sons.  And the younger of them said to 
his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to them his 
livelihood. And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far 
country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. But when he had spent all, 
there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. Then he went and 
joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. And 
he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave 
him anything.” 

In this younger son the Lord depicts Gentiles and publicans who have gone far away 
from God. But it is also a description of fallen Christians. O how sad when a child of 
God rejects the glory of his state of grace and chooses the passing pleasure of earth 

instead! Everything that he had of the heavenly riches he abandons. He throws away his 
peace and joy in the Lord, he loses the most glorious thing that can be had in heaven or on 
earth: a life of love in God. God’s Spirit leaves him, and thus the light of his understanding 
goes out, so that he walks in darkness. He rejects confidence in God, the boldness and 
comfort as a child of the heavenly Father, the gracious gift of prayer, the precious right to 
pour out the heart’s concerns before the Lord and always to get help in danger and trouble, 
songs of praise and hymns of thanksgiving, the divine service, the joyful communion of the 



saints, a fraternal spirit, life in holiness and honor, joy in what is pure and true; in short, 
all that a child of God has.  

He wastes it all, that is, he either rushes into ungodliness or little by little he becomes 
lukewarm and cold, dulls the correction by the Spirit, and thus worldly and careless, he 
loses life in God. Then he seeks to satisfy himself with the world’s pleasure, but the 
children of the world all go hungry and have nothing that satisfies. Selfishness is 
consuming; only love shares. Only love quiets the hunger of the soul, but the world does not 
have it, so it becomes void: vanity and no satisfaction. O how miserable are the children of 
the world in all their riches and prestige! O what a sad bargain when the child of God sells 
his glorious state of grace for the miserable pleasures of fleshly joys! Look at him! Before, he 
was pure and beautiful; he rejoiced with the angels and the other children of God in the rich 
glorious home of the Father. See, now he is among the swine, hungry for the pods he feeds 
them. But they are hungry, too, and want to have it themselves, — and the desire consumes 
him.  

So beware, you Christians, and guard your grace! Never, never leave our heavenly 
Father! We beg and implore you: Walk in the light and remain in the Son and in the 
Father! Never let the hollow and miserable world deceive you! 

Heavenly Father, keep us close to You, keep us firm in grace, and guard us from the 
wicked way of the prodigal son. This we pray You with our whole heart! Amen. 

O make thy choice The Spirit’s voice  
When He comes to remind thee;  
Then shall peace thine heart rejoice,  
Satan get behind thee.  

One secret thought With evil fraught,  
Which in the heart was cherished,  
Havoc of God’s grace hath wrought,  
And the soul hath perished. 

Each soul astray From Christ, the way,  
Should keep God’s people humble;  
Jesus warns, “O watch and pray,  
Lest ye fall and stumble.” 

Brorson: O watch and pray L 268:3.4.5.9 ELH 516:3.4.7 tr. G. A. T. Rygh; tune: O Traurigkeit 

269. Trinity 3 – Tuesday 
Lord, bring us lost sinners back to You. Amen. 

Luke 15:17–24 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! I will arise and go to my 
father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, and I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.”’ And he 
arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and 
had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. And the son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on 
him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. And bring the fatted calf here and 
kill it, and let us eat and be merry; for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found.’ And they began to be merry.” 



Worldly people are not really “themselves,” but are asleep and dreaming. When 
God’s Son conquers the heart and wakes it from the sleep of sin, then a person 
“comes to himself.” Then he sees himself far from his God and finds himself 

unhappy. So is a Christian who has fallen far from baptismal grace. He sadly thinks about 
his former happiness and longs for it again. Here we note especially two things: 1) Whoever 
is awake and converted knows his sin before God and his unworthiness of being called a 
child of God; 2) he gets up and goes to the Father, humbles himself and confesses his sin. 
Where these two things do not happen, there is no true conversion. One can feel unhappy in 
sin without humbling himself before God. One can see that he is far away, and yet not come 
back. 

But what our Lord Jesus would teach us in this text, above all, is that God receives the 
sinner again with open heart and open arms, forgives him and rejoices with all the host of 
heaven over the salvation of the child that was lost. While you are still far away, He sees 
you. He has long been waiting and watching for you from above. And now He has 
compassion on you and eagerly runs to meet you. His desire to be gracious to you is 
infinitely greater than your desire to come and receive His grace. Even before you speak 
and confess, He has given you His forgiveness and forgotten your lapse. And now when you, 
with humble heart, speak with your Father, confess and pray, then He clothes you in the 
perfect righteousness of Christ and gives you the pledge of the Holy Spirit that you are a 
child and heir, and He gives you grace to guard your feet: to live a holy life and to increase 
in holiness in the midst of sin and temptations. All this He gives you by the Prophets and 
Apostles, who have brought us the Word and Sacraments from the Lord, and by the 
servants of the Word who in every age proclaim the Gospel. For by the Word faith is 
created, only through the Church’s Means of Grace does the Spirit perform His work of 
justifying, regenerating, and sanctifying sinners. This is life from death. There is no greater 
change. Have you experienced this? Do you know the Father’s mercy and grace? Is your 
soul alive in God? Do you have your home with Him? Don’t stay away. Come and fall into 
His fatherly arms! 

Heavenly Father, merciful God, draw to Yourself those who are afar off, and keep with 
Yourself all those who are found. Amen. 

O come, if sinner be thy name,  
And sin’s sore burden thou art feeling,  
To Him who never put to shame  
The suppliant at His footstool kneeling.  
Why wilt thou gloom for glory choose,  
And His free gift of life refuse?  
Wilt thou vile bondage love forever,  
When He proclaims the word, “Deliver”?  
Ah! cease thy dearest Friend to grieve,  
My Savior sinners doth receive. 

Say not: “My sins are crimson dyed,  
I’ve scorned His mercy’s richest treasure,  
His call I’ve mocked, His threats defiled,  
Now wrath is mine in fullest measure.”  
Go seek Him, if thy heart be bent,  
And earnestly its sin repent,  
His grace o’ersteps guilt’s every mountain,  
And opens free the cleansing fountain.  
Hope on, — this word can all retrieve;  
My Savior sinners doth receive. 



Lehr: L 511:1.3 LHy 435:1.3 tr. J. Ker; tune: O kom dog hver, som Synd (LHy 435); 
alternate hymn: Come unto Me, ye weary ELH 413 

270. Trinity 3 – Wednesday 
Lord Jesus, let Your Word chasten and humble us. Amen. 

Luke 15:25–32 “Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the 
house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked what these 
things meant. And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and because he has received him 
safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.’ But he was angry and would not go in. 
Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. So he answered and said to his father, 
‘Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at 
any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends. 
But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you 
killed the fatted calf for him.’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I 
have is yours. It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was 
dead and is alive, and was lost and is found.’” 

The Lord speaks this parable to the Pharisees who were complaining that He received 
sinners. With this discourse He wants to rebuke their proud, self-righteous mind. 
They had all the rights of children. None of God’s goods were withheld from them 

(Rom 9:4-5). But they did not know joy in the Lord and did not understand how He could be 
happy in lost sinners who repented. Self-righteousness and self-pride make us blind to 
God’s glorious grace and close the heart to the joy of love.  

If you do not know the Lord’s joy in fellowship with His children, then be chastened for 
your pride and self-complacency. Without “godly sorrow” there can be no joy in God. “Lo, 
these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any 
time.” These are words of self-righteousness. Most people would hestitate to speak them. 
They readily admit they are sinners, but many want to add that they didn’t know that they 
had transgressed any of God’s commandments. Others want to give the matter a better 
spin. But this is so remarkable and sad: that few or none want to acknowledge themselves 
to be the self-righteous one the Lord rebukes in our text. Can that really be me? Can that 
really be you? Let each of us pray for grace to know ourselves, for pride and self-
righteousness hide deep in our heart and disguise themselves as meekness and 
faithfulness. It is surprising how slow we are to know ourselves, and how much of the 
empty way of our condemned nature can still be found among experienced Christians, 
without being aware of it. It is easy to say that such people cannot have any true joy in God, 
if their Christianity consists merely of reading and hearing God’s Word, taking part in 
missions, associating with Christians and living decently. But it is more difficult to become 
more humble each day and always to keep our first love for our Lord Jesus. — By His grace 
it is possible. No one who is lacking the Lord’s joy can lay blame on God. If you say that He 
never gave you a young goat so that you might make merry with your friends, then you are 
condemning yourselves, for He answers truthfully: “Son, you are always with me, and all 
that I have is yours.”  

We who have God’s Word so richly must acknowledge that we always have a bountiful 
table spread before us with the free promise of enjoying from it all that we need to live and 
be happy. And the Holy Spirit will not need to chasten us if we consider this. Even you the 
Lord wants to waken and humble by this Word He has spoken. Take it to heart then, 
whoever you are, but above all hear it, you who were one of God’s happy children, but are no 
longer. Humble yourself, and become His child again! Yes, let yourself be rebuked and 
humbled, so that you again rejoice in God and rejoice in His children. That will not fail. 



Merciful God, enlighten us with Your Spirit so that we may know ourselves and our sin, 
and receive more and more joy in Your mercy. Keep us from the terrible dark sin of Jonah 
who complained about Your grace, but give us hearts that can rejoice with saved sinners. 
Amen. 

The Lord says, with His kind assent, 
That now more joy in heav’n is found 
Because one sinner does repent, 
While others walk in dark profound, 
Though they may seem so good and pure, 
Their future place is not secure, 
Refusing invitation. 

O Jesus Christ, our Shepherd sure, 
You saved us all from Satan’s pow’r 
By shedding Your dear blood, so pure, 
So now we sing Your praise each hour! 
Uphold our faith so firm and free 
That we may live eternally 
With You in heav’n forever.  

Reravius: Det Faar, som forvildet er og mist L 466:4.5 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Nun freut euch (ELH 378), alt.; 
alternate hymn: I trust, O Christ, in You alone ELH 415 

271. Trinity 3 – Thursday 
Lord, give us living knowledge of sin, living faith, and holy life. Amen. 

Matthew 9:9–13 Then as Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting 
at the tax office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.” And he arose and followed Him. And so it 
was, as Jesus sat at the table in the house, that behold, many tax collectors and sinners came 
and sat down with Him and His disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His 
disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But when Jesus 
heard that, He said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who 
are sick. But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.” 

Matthew was called to follow Jesus as an Apostle and was to go out preaching the 
Word. We are called to follow Him as disciples, learning about Him and walking in 
His footsteps, without forsaking our earthly vocation. “Follow Me!” He says to us: 

“Follow Me in obedience to the Father, in meekness and love and self-denial, in truth and 
purity, in holiness and patience. Be like Me in mind and behavior, in all your conduct with 
God and man.” He has left us an example, that we should follow His footsteps. Our 
Christianity is a lie and delusion if we do not follow Jesus. Tell me: Do you follow the 
Savior? Is it your concern above all to walk with Him and be like Him? Are you troubled by 
your weakness in it, and do you daily make strides in it? All believers walk the path after 
Jesus, although none of them by far is close to being able to follow Him perfectly. “He has 
many followers in His obedience and suffering, but no companions.” Are you among those 
who follow Jesus? 

We begin following Jesus by acknowledging our sin and finding healing in His wounds, 
and we continue following Him by daily feeling the need for believing His pardoning grace. 
Healthy people seek no cure. Only suffering souls who are plagued with sin come to Jesus 
and remain with Him. Those who think they can make an offering for themselves, think 
they have no need of mercy, and never become disciples of the Savior. For He is the Servant 
of mercy and the King of mercy, so that only those who humble themselves before the 



promise of mercy belong to His kingdom. When you see yourself as a lost sinner and Jesus 
standing in your place before God, then place yourself under His protection and cover 
yourself with Him, and then you also are following after Him. By faith in His name you 
receive His Spirit and live His life. All who have their righteousness in Jesus’ wounds, their 
cure in His blood, their salvation in His grace, their life in His love, certainly delight in 
following Him and can do it in free obedience. But all who do not know Jesus as the Savior 
of lost sinners and do not live each day from His grace are and remain slaves, outside the 
fellowship of God’s children, without childlike obedience and true sanctification. Rejoice, 
poor sinner, if you have your cure only in Jesus’ wounds. He drew you to Himself, and He 
draws you to Himself in that place where you shall be perfectly pure and holy.  

Lord Jesus, give us humble, believing, willing hearts, and let it be known in all our life 
that we are Your followers. Precious Savior, bless us so. Amen. 

Good Shepherd, grant that I abide 
Your sheep in safety at Your side, 
In living and in dying. 
Turn me away from sin and shame, 
That I Your child may true remain 
On Your sure Word relying. 

So from now on I will defy 
Sin’s strong desire, e’en till I die; 
Grant strength, Lord, for refraining. 
In holiness and faith so true 
Throughout my life I would serve You 
As long as earth’s remaining. 

Laurenti: I arme Syndre L 467:5-6 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Kommt her zu mir (ELH 189) 
alternate hymn: “Come, follow Me” ELH 422 

272. Trinity 3 – Friday 
O draw us to You, merciful Friend of sinners. Amen. 

Luke 7:36–50 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the 
Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, 
when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask 
of fragrant oil, and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet 
with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and 
anointed them with the fragrant oil. Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, 
he spoke to himself, saying, “This man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what 
manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.” And Jesus answered and 
said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he said, “Teacher, say it.” “There 
was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other 
fifty. And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, 
therefore, which of them will love him more?” Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one 
whom he forgave more.” And He said to him, “You have rightly judged.” Then He turned to 
the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me 
no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the 
hair of her head. You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since 
the time I came in. You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My 
feet with fragrant oil. Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she 
loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.” And He said to her, “Your 
sins are forgiven.” And those who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, “Who 



is this who even forgives sins?” Then He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in 
peace.” 

Whoever is offended that Jesus receives sinners is still a stranger to the mind of the 
Savior. Nothing pleases the Lord as much as drying the tears of a penitent sinner. 
The sinner’s distress is the Lord’s distress, the sinner’s pain is His pain. This is 

what the poor need to hear and remember, and not listen to the voice of the devil who 
wants to entice and frighten him away from the Lord. When no one is able to keep the 
sinner away from Jesus, when his own need urges him, and the Lord’s friendship draws 
him, then he comes and touches His feet. It is exactly as it should be when the woman with 
an issue of blood, despite fear of heart and the crowd of people, presses forward and touches 
the hem of Jesus’ garment. It is entirely proper when Zacchaeus overcomes all difficulties to 
see Jesus. It is very pleasing to the Lord when the Canaanite woman keeps crying: “Lord, 
help me.” It is a beautiful thing to the Lord that this sinner in our text presses in to find 
Him at the home of the Pharisee, washes His feet with her tears and dries them with her 
hair, kisses them and anoints them with fragrant oil. O how the most holy Savior’s merciful 
heart is stirred by this tender love, which comes with comfort and healing over the woman’s 
soul! There is no joy like Jesus’ joy over the salvation of a sinner. Whoever learns in his 
sinful need to know this saving love and experiences it daily, is not offended at the Lord’s 
mercy toward other lost sinners, but adores it and loves Him more and more for the 
forgiveness of many sins, both of his own sins and those of others.  

We praise You, Lord Jesus, for Your great mercy which takes away all our sin. May our 
souls be filled with holy joy that we may rejoice together as children because of Your love 
for sinners. Grant me by Your Holy Spirit to hear You say also to me: “Your faith has saved 
you, go in peace!” Amen. 

You sinners, poor, come seek His face, 
Come quickly in this time of grace, 
For you are in great danger! 
But Jesus’ heart is open now 
For all who with repentance bow; 
O come, be not a stranger! 

See, Jesus sinners does receive, 
And free salvation He does give, 
So you shall never perish. 
Come with your heartfelt penitence 
And bow in lowly reverence, 
His mercy humbly cherish. 

Laurenti: I arme Syndre L 467:1-2 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Kommt her zu mir (ELH 189); 
alternate hymn: Jesus sinners doth receive ELH 426:3 

273. Trinity 3 – Saturday 
Psalm 103:8–14 The LORD is merciful and gracious, Slow to anger, and abounding in mercy. 
He will not always strive with us, Nor will He keep His anger forever. He has not dealt with 
us according to our sins, Nor punished us according to our iniquities. For as the heavens are 
high above the earth, So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him; As far as the east is 
from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us. As a father pities his 
children, So the LORD pities those who fear Him. For He knows our frame; He remembers 
that we are dust. 



Last Sunday we heard about God’s great joy at the sinner’s salvation. It humbled us 
and exalted us, that no shepherd can look for a lost sheep, no poor woman can search 
for a lost coin, as diligently as the Lord looks for those who stray. But tomorrow we 

come to the words: “Be merciful as your Father also is merciful.” So He surrounds us with 
the Word of mercy. And then the Bible text read is splendidly fitting for today. How the 
Lord wants to impress on our heart that He is a gentle God of grace! He wants the Word of 
His mercy to fill our soul, so that our laments become thanksgiving, our sighs turn to songs 
of praise. When Moses went up on Sinai to receive the Law the second time, after the 
people’s idolatry had broken the covenant and its tablets, the Lord began His discourse 
about righteous anger over sin with these words: “The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and 
gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin” (Ex. 34:6-7). Even on Sinai He proclaims 
Himself the God of mercy! In Nineveh He reveals such mercy that His own prophet is 
troubled by it and says: “Ah, LORD, was not this what I said when I was still in my country? 
Therefore I fled previously to Tarshish; for I know that You are a gracious and merciful 
God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents from doing 
harm” (Jonah 4:2). “For as the heavens are high above the earth, So great is His mercy 
toward those who fear Him.” This makes our worst sins completely into nothing. The 
distance from earth to heaven is immeasurable. From the highest mountain and from the 
deepest valley it is just as far. The difference is infinitesimal, because heaven is so high! So 
your mountains of sins are taken away by the Lord’s powerful grace just as easily as the 
least failing of the greatest saint. What can men, angels, or demons do compared to the 
Lord’s almighty mercy which is as high as the heavens? — “As far as the east is from the 
west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.” Doesn’t that say that He has 
completely taken them away, so they shall never touch or harm us any more? But how can 
they be so far away? He did it. He laid them on His Son, and He carried them so far away. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, how shall we thank You for Your mercy? Teach us this by 
Your own Holy Spirit. Teach us to fear You and to believe in You. Teach us to love You and 
to praise You forever! Amen. 

“So truly as I live,” God saith,  
“I would not have the sinner’s death,  
But that he turn from error’s ways,  
Repent, and live through endless days.” 

To us therefore Christ gave command:  
“Go forth and preach in every land;  
Bestow on all My pard’ning grace  
Who will repent and mend their ways.”  

Herman: L 465:1-2 ELH 417:1-2 tr. M. Loy; tune: So wahr ich leb


