
346. Trinity 13 – I 
Lord, teach us to know love and always to practice it. Amen. 

Luke 10:23–37 And He turned to His disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes 
which see the things you see; for I tell you that many prophets and kings have desired to see 
what you see, and have not seen it, and to hear what you hear, and have not heard it.” And 
behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?” So he 
answered and said, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’” And He said 
to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.” But he, wanting to justify 
himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain 
man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his 
clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a certain priest 
came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a 
Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. But a 
certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had 
compassion on him, and went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and 
he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. On the next day, 
when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, 
‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ So 
which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” And he 
said, “He who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

The teacher of the law knew well what God wants us to do and he had good 
opportunity to keep the law, but didn’t. Likewise the priest and the Levite. They both 
came from the Temple service in Jerusalem, and they both happened upon someone 

in crying need, that calls for mercy, but they pulled themselves away and passed by and 
didn’t do what they knew they should. They didn’t do what they could to get to heaven, but 
they did what they could to enter hell. God placed this poor man in their path, but they 
turned away and didn’t go to the home of love. “Do this,” says the Lord to the teacher of the 
law, before He tells the parable. “Go, and do likewise,” He says after He told it. These 
words: “Do this,” God’s Spirit wants to lay on our heart today.  

The priest and the Levite had done their Temple service, kept the Sabbath, and brought 
their prayers and offerings. For so long they had read and heard the command to love 
without following it, that their outward worship seemed enough to them. The teacher of the 
law was perhaps not so secure. His insight into the law and his conversation with Jesus 
show that there was still something better in him, even though he asked his question 
almost to test the Lord. What became of him, we do not know, but we hope that he went 
away and did like the Samaritan, and that he is in heaven. Does God’s Word promise us 
heaven for our deeds? No, it’s like this: When someone wants to do God’s will from his 
heart, this desire is worked in him by God Himself. And when he continues in it and 
examines himself sincerely according to the command to love, then he realizes two things 
more and more clearly: 1) What he does is his obligation, and 2) he does not do it from a 
pure heart and holy love, as he should. He doesn’t stop with the Second Table like the 
teacher of the law, but acknowledges that first and foremost he should love God with all his 
heart. He learns that he is a sinner, and not merely from book knowledge about man’s 
original sin and actual sin, but in living experience. Then that person becomes mortally 
wounded, saved not by the priest and the Levite, but by the Samaritan, — just as the law 
cannot make alive, but the merciful Lord Jesus does. So he receives life and salvation, and 



now he delights in doing good, and his righteousness and his hope are only in Jesus’ merit 
and blood.  

Go now and do this: love God with all your heart and your neighbor as yourself. The 
poor are in your path; there you can find God. Do like the Samaritan! Isn’t this good and 
right? Let love take root in your heart, flourish on your tongue, and bear fruit in your deeds. 
If you take your neighbor with you, like the Samaritan, then he shall receive you into 
everlasting habitations [Luk 16:9], “but if you pass by him like the priest and the Levite, then 
he will stand in your way and shut you out of heaven.” “Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall obtain mercy” [Mat 5:7]. Dear friend, go and do this!  

Lord Jesus, give us Your Holy Spirit to do this! O give us Your Holy Spirit! Amen. 

Love doth crown the life eternal,  
Love the brightness is of light, 
Therefore on His throne supernal 
Jesus sits in glory bright; 
He, the light and life of heaven, 
Who Himself for us hath given, 
Still abides and reigns above 
In His Father’s boundless love. 

Love, alone the law fulfilling, 
Is the bond of perfectness, 
Love, who came a victim willing, 
Paid our debt and brought us peace; 
Therefore love and peace in union 
Ever grow in sweet communion, 
And through love we may abide 
One with Him who for us died. 

Grundtvig: Love, the fount of light from heaven L 227:2-3 LHy 448:2-3 tr. C. Døving;  
tune: Du, O schönes Weltgebäude (ELH 336); alternate hymn: Hark, the voice of Jesus crying ELH 191:4 

347. Trinity 13 – II 
Gracious God, give us the spirit of faith. Amen. 

Galatians 3:15–22 Brethren, I speak in the manner of men: Though it is only a man’s 
covenant, yet if it is confirmed, no one annuls or adds to it. Now to Abraham and his Seed 
were the promises made. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as of many, but as of one, “And to 
your Seed,” who is Christ. And this I say, that the law, which was four hundred and thirty 
years later, cannot annul the covenant that was confirmed before by God in Christ, that it 
should make the promise of no effect. For if the inheritance is of the law, it is no longer of 
promise; but God gave it to Abraham by promise. What purpose then does the law serve? It 
was added because of transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom the promise was 
made; and it was appointed through angels by the hand of a mediator. Now a mediator does 
not mediate for one only, but God is one. Is the law then against the promises of God? 
Certainly not! For if there had been a law given which could have given life, truly 
righteousness would have been by the law. But the Scripture has confined all under sin, that 
the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. 

God promises to Abraham and his descendants the land of Canaan forever, but this 
land is the new transfigured earth with heavenly glory and salvation: Abraham’s 
descendant is Christ in His Church, the communion of all believers, both Jews and 

Gentiles. Faith, faith alone God Himself has made necessary for everyone who will share in 
the inheritance. “The promises” are God’s testament, His unchanging will, to which no one 
can add anything or take anything away. When God Himself later gave the law, no one 



must think that He is fickle and changed His own will that was already established, as if 
the law along with faith or the law instead of faith could give us the inheritance. “God is not 
a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent” [Num 23:19]. The law did 
not come to change or nullify the testament given. It certainly is God’s Word, one and the 
same Word of God, given through “a mediator,” namely Moses. Moses is not the mediator of 
one, not merely standing in the place of man to receive the law, but also in God’s place to 
give it to them. On the contrary, the law is rather to confirm the promise; the law multiplies 
transgressions and shows us our sin, so that it becomes clear that only grace can save us.  

This is a truth precious beyond expression, the real doctrine of life and the sunshine of 
salvation, that chases away the harsh night of unbelief and bondage. It pleased God to 
establish this covenant; this is His eternal will and His last will and testament: Every 
single person who believes in Jesus Christ shall inherit the glory and blessedness of God’s 
children. And it pleased Him to give me “baptism into Christ” and let me learn this Gospel, 
so that I may believe. He also showed me my sin and drove me to Christ, so that I know 
nothing else for salvation but His cross and blood. What should condemn me now?  

So neither will we, brethren, mix the law and our works into God’s testament. We have 
learned that everything in us is sin according to the law, and we see this more clearly every 
day. So our experience agrees with all of Scripture and says that faith alone, Christ alone, 
grace alone is the way for sinners to salvation. Isn’t this the faith and confession of your 
heart? See, God’s Spirit has created it in you, and where He is, there is freedom. “But after 
faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. For you are all sons of God through faith in 
Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and 
heirs according to the promise” (Gal 3:25-29).  

God be praised who made this covenant and gave it to us! Now no one need be uncertain 
of salvation, since everything of our own is excluded and the inheritance is given us in the 
Gospel. Help us, Lord, to believe the truth and grace. Amen.  

God should bring wrath upon us, 
But now has in His Son 
Our full salvation won us 
And paid sin’s bitter loan. 
The full load He has carried 
And paid for us the price; 
Now death itself is buried; 
His payment shall suffice. 

God’s reconciled unto us 
And all our sin forgiv’n; 
Now crowned in heav’n is Jesus 
And royal seat is giv’n. 
And Satan now must hear it 
From under Jesus’ feet. 
His rage, we do not fear it; 
Our vict’ry is complete. 

Petersen: Hvor lystelig og yndig L 517:6-7 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Jeg raaber fast, O Herre (LHy 218); 
alternate hymn: Out of the depths I cry to Thee ELH 452:5 



348. Trinity 13 – Monday 
Good Holy Spirit, grant us Christ’s freedom. Amen. 

Romans 7:1–6 Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who know the law), that 
the law has dominion over a man as long as he lives? For the woman who has a husband is 
bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is released 
from the law of her husband. So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another man, 
she will be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she 
is no adulteress, though she has married another man. Therefore, my brethren, you also 
have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another, 
even to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God. For when we 
were in the flesh, the passions of sins which were aroused by the law were at work in our 
members to bear fruit to death. But now we have been delivered from the law, having died to 
what we were held by, so that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit and not in the 
oldness of the letter. 

When Christ was here in His state of humiliation, He was under the condemnation 
and authority of the law (Gal 4:4; 3:13). By His obedience unto death the law’s 
power and authority to judge are destroyed. By death He is freed from the law. 

But it was for us that God’s Son was born under the law and became a curse, so His 
freedom from the law is our freedom from the law. The believers enjoy this freedom. They 
are baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection and thereby united with Him as He died, 
and united with Him as He lives again. Without Christ they were under the law, obligated 
to keep it, eternally condemned. But now, they are one with Christ (Eph 5:30-32); by His 
death they are loosed from the law just as a woman is loosed from her husband when death 
has parted them.  

This, the believers’ freedom from the law, is a very glorious thing. First, there is no 
obligation on them to keep the law in order to be justified. Satan cannot accuse them of any 
transgression of the law, for Christ has perfectly fulfilled the law, and that fulfillment 
belongs to the believers. Christ has perfectly suffered the punishment, and His suffering is 
theirs. They are completely free from the law which says: “Keep the commandments and 
you are justified.” They are free from it as completely as a woman is freed from her husband 
when death parts them. When I ask about my “right” of salvation, the law simply has 
nothing to do with it. I was a law-transgressor and still am imperfect in my life, but that no 
longer condemns me. It affects my right to salvation just as little as it would affect my Lord 
Christ’s right to salvation, for I am no longer in the house of the law. By Baptism I have 
entered the house of the precious Bridegroom of my soul, and there is a completely different 
economy than the law’s “do this, and you shall live.”  

Secondly, the believers have a free and happy conscience and serve God and all people 
with joy and happiness in the new life of the Spirit. They do not flee from God, but to Him, 
and do His will, not as slaves, but as children. They are not yet perfect in this the way they 
are with Christ’s righteousness. Not all Christians are clear regarding their state of grace, 
so that they know the glorious freedom in which they live, and neither is it clear in the 
same way at all times for one and the same person. Our sins that cling to us obscure our 
view and give the devil occasion to afflict us. We are tempted to take on the yoke of bondage 
again, — but the Sun of grace shines forth again, the soul is with its Bridegroom, and the 
spirit of freedom is the victor. What Paul teaches here is extremely important. When a 
sincere person holds on to his own righteousness, he bears fruit unto death, for his good 
works are the forced obedience of slavery. But when you receive grace and believe that you 
are alive with Christ, know that you are free, and the Spirit within you cries out: “Abba, 



Father!”, then you bring forth fruit for God unto eternal life. Christ’s Spirit who frees us 
from the law writes the law in our heart.  

God, teach us this through living experience by Your Holy Spirit for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

The Law that God has given 
His holiness is worth, 
But there no life is given, 
No faith and no new birth. 
And when the poison presses 
To live for sinful things 
And Satan us distresses, 
The Law no comfort brings. 

So take then for your easing 
This Word into your heart; 
To God it’s more than pleasing 
To show a Father’s heart; 
To make you pure and cleanse you 
In Jesus’ precious blood; 
The pow’r of life He lends you 
For your eternal good. 

German: Hvor lystelig og yndig L 517:2.5 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Jeg raaber fast, O Herre (LHy 218); 
alternate hymn: In Jesus I find rest and peace ELH 437 

349. Trinity 13 – Tuesday 
God, let the light of the Gospel shine in our hearts. Amen. 

Galatians 3:5–11 Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among 
you, does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?—just as Abraham 
“believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” Therefore know that only 
those who are of faith are sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the nations by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, “In you all 
the nations shall be blessed.” So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing 
Abraham. For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, 
“Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the 
law, to do them.” But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for 
“The just shall live by faith.” 

All unconverted souls are under the law. Whatever they think about being saved, it is 
by their own works. Some take it as an easy thing; others consider it very hard. 
Some think they are keeping the law and are safe; others work at it, but are weary 

and troubled. Some are certain that they have faith, but think: “What good is that, when 
my works are not perfect?” Others work like slaves at believing and bearing fruits of faith. 
For some the main thing is hearing, reading, praying, and shunning the joys of the world; 
others try to do what is right and fair and to show mercy. All of them lack the 
understanding of the law’s deep demand and real meaning, and all of them are under the 
condemnation of the law. Dear friend, “Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and 
your wages for what does not satisfy” [Isa 55:2]? How do you read the law, and how do you 
understand Paul? Look at yourself in the mirror of the command to love, and see that you 
are a lost and condemned sinner, and let the law drive you to Christ! This is God’s purpose 
with the law. As long as you are your own savior, either alone or with Christ’s help, then 
you are under the curse. When you die to yourself and become alive in Christ, when you 
learn to hold on to faith and not to the law, you are saved with faithful Abraham. “Christ 
has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us” [Gal 3:13], and this 



freedom belongs to everyone who believes. The law has nothing to do with you regarding 
your righteousness before God. The handwriting that was against you was nailed to the 
cross; the stone tables are gone. You are as far from the courtroom of works as east is from 
west. Now never again mix in your works with Christ’s work; let Him alone be and remain 
your righteousness. Now go forth in the Spirit, become ever poorer in yourself, and let Jesus 
be all your boast! See, then you are a child of Abraham and inherit his blessing. Then you 
are perfectly righteous, and there is no condemnation in you. Then your conscience is 
cleansed of dead works to serve the living God. Then you love Him who loved you first, and 
you gladly do His will. The holy command of the law is inscribed in the tables of your heart.  

Listen, all who long for salvation: No one is justified before God by the law. All Scripture 
testifies that everyone who clings to his own works is cursed. All Scripture testifies that the 
just shall live by faith. Come and incline your heart to hear this blessed teaching. The Spirit 
Himself shall accomplish it in you, and when you listen to Him, you shall know His living 
and mighty power against sin, death, and the devil.  

Merciful God, enlighten us with the gifts of Your Holy Spirit. Lead us into the blessed 
freedom of faith, and work mighty deeds within us, to the praise of Your name. Amen. 

God in grace will us e’er gather 
To His Church, our Holy Mother, 
Sons and daughters, great and small, 
God’s watchful eye upon us all. 

Unto freedom she now bears us, 
Bondage to the Law now spares us, 
Folds us to her bosom dear, 
And speaks to us sweet words of cheer. 

For the truth that she now teaches 
With God’s gracious love she reaches, 
Grafts us in that we may be 
Justified and in spirit free. 

But now bound to lovingkindness 
Willing servants God will find us 
Here on earth and then above 
Faithful in service and in love. 

Kingo: Kommer I som vil ledsage Jesum L 293:1-4 tr. DeGarmeaux;  
tune: Jesus Christus, unser Heiland (ELH 316 or 317); alternate hymn: Of Zion’s honor angels sing ELH 216 

350. Trinity 13 – Wednesday 
Lord, waken us, and create faith in our hearts. Amen. 

Acts 16:25–33 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and 
the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and 
everyone’s chains were loosed. And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing 
the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill 
himself. But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.” 
Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. And he 
brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” So they said, “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” Then they spoke the 
word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. And he took them the same hour of 
the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized. 



Paul and Silas were imprisoned for the sake of the Gospel in the first European city the 
Apostles entered, but they were happy, joyfully singing hymns to the Lord. The body 
was in the dark, cold prison, but the spirit was free. Such is the condition of the 

Church in the world. And in this way she does her work: saving and gathering in souls. 
Luke does not tell what effect their hymn-singing and the miracle that followed had on 
their fellow-prisoners, but only about the jailer. He had just now locked their feet securely 
in the stocks and was surely sleeping soundly in his sin. But now he wakes up. First he 
wanted to kill himself, for according to Roman law he was to die in place of the prisoners 
who escaped. Then he hears Paul’s voice, experiences the miracle and looks the apostles in 
the face. He feels the presence of the living God and faces his own life of sin. He knows his 
unrighteousness and trembles before God’s wrath. Then he leads the apostles out and asks: 
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved? How can I make up for all my wrongs? How shall I be 
able to show love to all those I have mistreated, that all my transgressions may be taken 
away? What sacrifice shall I bring to take away God’s wrath? You are God’s servants, and 
can tell me what to do!”  

But Paul and Silas answer with one voice, saying: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
you will be saved, you and your household… This is all you have to do.” Wondrous way of 
salvation that never could be conceived by human thought! Glorious Gospel that delivers 
sinners from the power of Satan and creates light and peace and life in the soul! “Believe on 
the Lord,” they say. But where is He? Notice what the Spirit teaches about this in our text. 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus,” the Apostles say. “Then they spoke the Word of the Lord to 
them and baptized them.” So the Lord Jesus, in whom you should believe, is in the Word 
and in Baptism. They believed the Word and were baptized; they believe in God. Baptized 
into Christ, they believe His Gospel, and then everything is done.  

Do likewise, dear friend! In the Word and in Baptism, believe on Him who died and rose 
again, and you shall be saved, — and your whole household shall follow you. Note this also! 
This is how it happened to the jailer. If you ask in the same way, you receive the same 
answer, and as the joy was implanted in the prisoners — as well as the jailer — so it shall 
be also for your heart and your house. “What must I do to be saved?” “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” Now is the time! Ask, and 
listen, and believe, and thank God! Isn’t it wonderful, even for us, that the Apostles came 
over to Macedonia? 

Lord Jesus, wake us all to living desire for salvation and knowledge of sin, and grant us 
grace to believe on You with our whole household. Amen.  

Those who in Jesus Christ believe 
God’s children are, and precious; 
They have forgiveness and now live 
At peace with God most gracious, 
To one another kind and fair, 
Helpful to those who wander far, 
To bring them God’s forgiveness. 

God’s children go to Paradise; 
It is a way so pleasant; 
There heav’nly hosts sing God’s high praise 
And thanks for grace abundant; 
With them will we with all our heart 
To their thanksgiving add our part 
As evening soon is present. 



Landstad: Jeg takker Gud, min kristen Tro L 83:3.5 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Herr, wie du willst (ELH 219); alternate hymn: I trust, O Christ, in 
You alone ELH 415 

351. Trinity 13 – Thursday 
“He who touches you touches the apple of His eye.” [Zec 2:8] 

Zechariah 3:1–5 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of 
the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to oppose him. And the LORD said to Satan, 
“The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a 
brand plucked from the fire?” Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and was 
standing before the Angel. Then He answered and spoke to those who stood before Him, 
saying, “Take away the filthy garments from him.” And to him He said, “See, I have removed 
your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich robes.” And I said, “Let them put a 
clean turban on his head.” So they put a clean turban on his head, and they put the clothes 
on him. And the Angel of the LORD stood by.  

The High Priest Joshua represents the whole people of Israel. They were “a brand 
plucked from the fire,” that is, just now barely and with difficulty saved from God’s 
wrath. “The Angel of the LORD” is Christ, who defends the miserable people against 

Satan. The “filthy garments” are their sins, of which Satan accuses them. The “rich robes” 
are the righteousness they receive from the Lord, who gives them courage to lift up their 
head with hope. Aren’t all the converted “brands plucked from the fire”? Haven’t they all 
been under wrath and all nearer the fire of condemnation than we know? Aren’t all 
believers delivered from the ungodly world, and isn’t it only by God’s wondrous grace that 
we are saved?  

The believers are “seated in heaven” and stand always before God in Christ (Eph 2:6. 
Heb 12:22ff.). But Satan comes forth and accuses them; the book of Job clearly shows this. 
Only at the end of time shall the accuser of our brethren be cast down to carry out his 
raging wrath on earth (Rev 12:9ff). Certainly his power is already broken (Luk 10:17-19); 
but he still has permission to make his accusation and to go about and gather our sins and 
appear at our side when we stand before God. Woe to us if we did not have such an 
Advocate as we have (1Jo 2:1-2)! In our Bible passage Israel is just delivered from the fire. 
We learn about a penitent sinner’s justification. The soul has come before God, but is 
clothed with many sins: “filthy garments.” How impossible to live through it! Dear soul, if 
there were still just a single spot on you, a single little defect, or if you have just one impure 
desire within you, it would be enough to condemn you. How then will you be able to stand 
with your many great sins?  

But God be praised! “The Angel,” God’s Emissary, our Lord Jesus Christ, has authority 
and power to say: “The Lord rebuke you, Satan! You have no right any more to accuse this 
one whom God has chosen and called and saved. I (Jesus) have been in the fire of the wrath 
and plucked him from it. Do you think I shall not defend him?” But the sinner stands there 
in filthy garments before the face of the Angel; the penitent doesn’t hide his sin, but 
confesses it and comes to the Lord as he is. Then the Lord says to His servants: “Take away 
the filthy garments from him.” “David said to Nathan: I have sinned against the Lord; and 
Nathan said to David: The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die” [2Sa 12:13]. 
“See, I have removed your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich robes.” “Let 
them put a clean turban on his head.” As He commanded, so it was done, and while His 
steward in the Gospel serves Him and extends to souls the forgiveness of sins, He stands 
beside them and guards them against Satan and guides them with His eye. That’s why we 
can sing: “I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He has 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness” [Isa 61:10]. “Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who 



justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who 
is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us” [Rom 8:33-34]. Go forth, 
forgiven sinner, confident in the comfort of forgiveness and the defense of our heavenly 
Advocate. Keep your garments pure and walk in the Lord’s ways!  

God, help us, that we might not sin. But when we sin, then chasten us, and forgive us 
for the sake of Your Son’s blood. And let the Spirit remind us that we have an Advocate in 
heaven, Jesus Christ, the Righteous One, so that we keep a free, good conscience and 
conquer the accuser of our brethren. Amen. 

Though in a dark and fearsome hour 
My sins may sore accuse me, 
God shall sustain me by His power 
And ne’er His grace refuse me. 
More than my sins His grace abounds, 
A truth that in His Word resounds 
For all repentant sinners. 

The Word of God can never fail; 
It is the rock of ages, 
When Satan doth my faith assail,  
Or doubt its battle wages. 
No more shall fear my soul enfold,  
Since I by faith God’s grace behold,  
Which every fear doth banish. 

Brorson: By faith we are divinely sure L 165:5-6 ELH 229:3-4 tr. J. C. Aaberg; Translation © 1930, 1958 
 Lutheran Intersynodical Hymnal Committee. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.; tune: Rung 

352. Trinity 13 – Friday 
Lord, give us a living knowledge of sin and a living faith in You. Amen. 

1 Timothy 1:12–16 And I thank Christ  Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He 
counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry, although I was formerly a blasphemer, a 
persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 
And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in Christ 
Jesus. This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in 
me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to 
believe on Him for everlasting life. 

Seldom is this heard among the children of God: “I am chief among sinners; no one can 
be so wretched and awful as I am.” If this is sincere in you and not idle words on your 
tongue, then it is a great miracle of grace by God’s Spirit. For we are by nature blind 

to our own defects, see the speck in our brother’s eye, but not the plank in our own eye [Mat 
7:3]. Only when we stand before God and see ourselves clearly in the mirror of God’s holy 
law are we so humble of heart that we can say with the Apostle: “I am chief among sinners;” 
“I am less than the least of all the saints” (Eph 3:8). Many perhaps have such feelings at 
certain times in their life; but I fear that only a few among us really are so God-fearing. All 
the division and disunity that exists indicates neither a deep knowledge of sin nor humility. 
But let Paul be an example to correct us. Let us, like him, go before the holy God and have 
the brightness of His countenance shine upon us; then we shall become less in our own eyes 
and forget to find fault with those who stand beside us. 

However, the Holy Spirit has written this Bible passage for comfort to all who are 
concerned about the magnitude of their sins. The law condemns you, but Jesus does not. 
For that very purpose He came down to earth, to save sinners. Do you think He won’t do 



what He came to do? “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance.” Hear then how 
the Holy Spirit in Paul bears witness and wants to help us to believe. But if you think your 
sin is great, then He has also known this and given you Paul as an example. Paul sincerely 
says that he is the chief among sinners. It doesn’t only seem so, but he says it with clear 
certainty that it is so, — and he obtained mercy. Won’t you also obtain mercy then? He had 
blasphemed, persecuted, and despised Jesus and breathed threats against Him. “Lord, I 
have heard from many about this man, how much harm he has done to Your saints in 
Jerusalem” [Act 9:13]. He “did it ignorantly in unbelief,” he says; but he isn’t trying to excuse 
himself; on the contrary, it was his own fault that he was so blind. Yet now he can obtain 
mercy for this, and it is given to him as the greatest sinner, he says, so that all others, all 
other great sinners, may know that they too may obtain mercy. If indeed the chief of sinners 
obtained mercy, then it is impossible for your sin to be so great that it cannot be taken 
away by grace. There is not a sinner in the world who prays from the heart for forgiveness 
who will not receive it. For the Lord’s mercy is so surpassingly great. “For as the heavens 
are high above the earth, So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him” [Psa 103:11]. 
Never has Jesus sent any penitent sinner away, and He never will.  

God of mercy and grace, praise and honor to You forever. Amen. 

Now in this faith I will abide 
Until my days are ended. 
I will not fear what may betide— 
I am by faith defended. 
God’s Word a token doth remain 
That in this faith I shall retain  
The promised crown and glory. 

Brorson: By faith we are divinely sure L 165:10 ELH 229:5 tr. J. C. Aaberg; Translation © 1930, 1958 Lutheran Intersynodical Hymnal 
Committee. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.; tune: Rung 

353. Trinity 13 – Saturday 
Lord, cleanse us and keep us in the covenant with You. Amen. 

Ezekiel 16:9–14 “Then I washed you in water; yes, I thoroughly washed off your blood, and I 
anointed you with oil. I clothed you in embroidered cloth and gave you sandals of badger 
skin; I clothed you with fine linen and covered you with silk. I adorned you with ornaments, 
put bracelets on your wrists, and a chain on your neck. And I put a jewel in your nose, 
earrings in your ears, and a beautiful crown on your head. Thus you were adorned with gold 
and silver, and your clothing was of fine linen, silk, and embroidered cloth. You ate pastry of 
fine flour, honey, and oil. You were exceedingly beautiful, and succeeded to royalty. Your 
fame went out among the nations because of your beauty, for it was perfect through My 
splendor which I had bestowed on you,” says the Lord GOD. 

Just as the kings in the east arranged for their bride to be cleansed and clothed and 
adorned, so the Lord cleansed and adorned Israel as His Bride. They were cleansed 
from sin by the sacrifices, they were clothed in glory by the Temple Service, and they 

were crowned like a queen among the people with power and honor. — But the Lord’s true 
Bride is the spiritual Israel, the Christian Church. The prophet here has described the 
cleansing and adornment of every Christian. You originated from sinful seed, impure from 
birth and must confess with David: “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my 
mother conceived me” [Psa 51:5]. You were “thrown out into the open field” [Eze 16:5] in 
“disgusting” condition like the man in the wilderness of Jericho, and no eye would have had 
pity on you if Jesus had not come. But “I looked on you,” He says, and: “I said to you in your 
blood, ‘Live!’ … Yes, I swore an oath to you and entered into a covenant with you, and you 
became Mine” [Eze 16:6-8]. And He “washed you with water;” He cleansed you in Baptism 



with the water and the blood from His side. You received full forgiveness of your sins and a 
new life. And He anointed you with oil. He gave you His Spirit and made you a king and 
priest before God. “And He clothed you in embroidered cloth … with fine linen and … silk 
and adorned you with gold and fine jewels.” He gave you His own righteousness and all the 
gifts of the Spirit: love, meekness, patience, mercy, peace, joy, gentleness, self-control.  

“Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that He might present it to Himself a 
glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it should be holy and 
without blemish” (Eph 5:25-27). Psalm 45 also sings about this: “Kings’ daughters are 
among Your honorable women; At Your right hand stands the queen in gold from Ophir. 
Listen, O daughter, Consider and incline your ear; Forget your own people also, and your 
father’s house; So the King will greatly desire your beauty; Because He is your Lord, 
worship Him. The royal daughter is all-glorious within the palace; Her clothing is woven 
with gold. She shall be brought to the King in robes of many colors; The virgins, her 
companions who follow her, shall be brought to You. With gladness and rejoicing they shall 
be brought; They shall enter the King’s palace” [Psa 45:9-15]. Such purity and glory you 
received in your Baptism, dear Christian, and thus all believers stand in Christ’s 
righteousness before God. “Perfect is your beauty because of your adornment which I put on 
you,” says the Lord Jesus. — Israel became an unfaithful bride to Him — you, be faithful to 
the end!  

Lord, grant us grace for this. Good Holy Spirit, faithful Caretaker of souls, guard and 
watch us, and keep us in the inn with the Bridegroom of souls, till You lead us into the 
glorious wedding. We pray You sincerely from our hearts, Lord Jesus. Never take Your 
Holy Spirit away from me. Amen. 

Thou art my Mode wherein I dress; 
My Gem and posh attiring, 
Who clothes me with Thy righteousness, 
The silk to my admiring. 
Let me be from the vanity 
Of this world’s pompous gaudery, 
As rags of shame, retiring. 

Thou art my valiant strong Hero, 
In time of war’s assailing. 
In fight my Armor, Shield, and Bow, 
In sorrow, Joy prevailing, 
In storms my Ship, and Anchor sure, 
Compass, and heavenly Lodestone pure, 
In guidance never-failing. 

Lange: Min Hjertens Jesu, søde Lyst L 538:8.10 tr. Lyra Davidica, alt.; tune: Allein Gott in der Höh (ELH 35);  
alternate hymn: Rejoice, rejoice, believers ELH 543:1-2


