
233. Pentecost – I 
Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord!  
Be all Thy graces now outpoured 

On each believer’s mind and heart:  
Thy fervent love to them impart. Amen. 

 

[M. Luther, ELH 2] 

John 14:23–31 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; 
and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. He 
who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but 
the Father’s who sent Me. These things I have spoken to you while being present with you. 
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you 
all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. Peace I leave with 
you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid. You have heard Me say to you, ‘I am going away and coming 
back to you.’ If you loved Me, you would rejoice because I said, ‘I am going to the Father,’ for 
My Father is greater than I. And now I have told you before it comes, that when it does come 
to pass, you may believe. I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is 
coming, and he has nothing in Me. But that the world may know that I love the Father, and 
as the Father gave Me commandment, so I do. Arise, let us go from here.” 

God first loved us and gave His Son into death for us. Love is from God. It is not from 
us, but from God. But by faith we have it in our heart and love Him in return. God is 
love, and when we believe in Him, what do we believe in other than love itself? 

Because God’s love is given to us in Christ, and the Spirit gives us power to believe, then we 
can love God and keep His Word. Because Christ came to earth and has now ascended and 
poured out His Spirit, we who had lost love can have it again and can love from our heart. 
Yes, each of us who is baptized into Christ has received His love in our heart. But we can 
either keep it or reject it. The Spirit gives us grace to believe, but we can also oppose Him. 
We Christians have the choice if we want to have love in our heart or not. And now Jesus 
says: “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word.” The fruit of love is obedience from within 
the heart. Whoever does not keep His Word must not think he loves God. But if anyone 
loves Him and keeps His Word, “the Father will love him,” that is, love him with love’s good 
pleasure and delight. For God in His love is good to all, but delights in the faithful. He has 
good will for all, but in the good He also has His pleasure. The Father loves you, when you 
love Jesus. Since He has joy and gladness in you, you please Him, He looks on you with joy. 
And not only that, but the Father and the Son “will come to you and make Their home with 
you.” When God has poured out His love in your heart by the Holy Spirit, then He is in you, 
and nothing can separate you from Him. Two people who love one another already live in 
each other’s heart, and the two hearts are inseparably united. Even if the two are a whole 
world apart from each other, they are still together, yes, live in one another. But in a fuller 
and deeper sense the Triune God is with His own on earth and in them. “For God is 
love” [1Jo 4:8, 16]. He who gave Himself the name Father for our hearts by sending His Son, 
He who gave His life into death to save us, our precious Lord Jesus, and He who laid us in 
the Savior’s bosom, the faithful Holy Spirit: all Three Persons, the Holy Triune God, makes 
the believers’ hearts His temple and fills them with His life. Not that God is enclosed in our 
heart; heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain Him [2Ch 2:6]; nor that only a part of 
God lives in me and another part in others. In a mysterious way by the miracle of the 
Spirit, by the immeasurable power of His love He has taken residence in me and in all His 
children, and each of us has love in its entirety, as though we were the only one God loves. 
Isn’t the love that we lowly creatures and poor sinners have received from God a great and 



wonderful thing? A father loves each of his children as much as if each one were his only 
child. None of them has just a portion of his heart, but each has it all.  

Praised be the Lord who loves us with all His love and has given it to us so that He lives 
in us, and we in Him! Glorious gift of Pentecost that fills our soul with life, with joy and 
peace and hope, and is powerful to comfort us in all our weariness and sorrow! Come, 
precious Holy Spirit, open our hearts with Your light, and teach us to know the Father and 
the Son. Take us, and place us in God’s heart, so that we receive love and live in it forever. 
“Come, Holy Spirit, power divine, And fill this hungry heart of mine; Thou seest how in 
tears I stand, And ask a blessing of Thy hand. In every need my comfort be; Refresh my 
soul, and strengthen me.”  Amen. 1

O Holy Spirit, very God, 
For aye proceeding as true God 
From God the Father, God the Son, 
Your holy feast is now begun, 
That all the world may see Your face 
And be enlightened by Your grace. 

Almighty Light, come from above 
And kindle me with holy love! 
In Jesus’ faith I come to You; 
My heart with love do now imbue; 
O heal me with Your mercy mild; 
By fervent grace make me Your child. 

Kingo: Klar op, mit Hjerte, Sjæl, og Sind L 428:2.4 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Vater unser (ELH 383);  
alternate hymn: Come, Holy Ghost, Creator blest ELH 10:1-2

234. Pentecost – II 
O God the Holy Spirit, grant us heavenly fire in our hearts and on our tongues. Amen. 

Acts 2:1–11 Now when the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in 
one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and 
it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided 
tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now there 
were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven. And when 
this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone 
heard them speak in his own language. Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to 
one another, “Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each 
in our own language in which we were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those 
dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful 
works of God.” 

The confusion of tongues at Babel and the division into different languages shows the 
human race’s separation because of sin. It had been God’s will that people should 
spread over the earth. It had also been His will that they should establish separate 

nations, each with its distinctive features. As each individual person is distinct from 
another, so each nationality is distinct from others, and this multiple diversity between 
persons and peoples would also have happened even if we had not sinned. But all would 

 Kingo: Klar op, mit Hjerte, Sjæl, og Sind L 428:5 tr. P. Strømme.1



have been united in peace and love, with sympathy for all near and far, in perfect mutual 
understanding and in the most beautiful unity and harmony. Now the fellowship is broken. 
People have become strangers to one another and do not know or understand each other. 
Their spirits go separate ways and do not agree. Nations are enemies of one another and 
destroy one another. Love is gone; God’s image is lost. Man has declared himself rid of God, 
“the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth” [Gen 8:21], and thereby the fellowship 
of unity and love is gone. 

But Pentecost is the reverse and annulment of Babel. The tongues of fire from heaven 
are the living language that the Spirit puts in the mouths of the saints from the new life in 
their hearts, and this life is a life of fellowship with love, fellowship with God in Christ and 
mutual fellowship with one another. When the Holy Spirit cleanses our hearts, no one is 
deprived of individuality. Rather He sanctifies it, brings us into harmony with each other 
and unites us as one in God. All united with Christ, we are united with one another and 
have everything in common, that is, each one uses the talent entrusted to him for the 
edification of the whole Church.  

The diversity of languages will never be removed, but they shall all be purified and 
transformed into a higher unity. This most glorious work is not yet finished, but God’s 
Spirit is working on it continually. Language barriers are being overcome, and the Gospel is 
being proclaimed over all the earth. All people shall hear the word of life in their own 
tongue, and all languages are filled with the everlasting truth. This was foretold in the 
miracle of Pentecost day when people of all nations heard the Apostles speaking in their 
own language. When the Church is made perfect, the ransomed of all nations together shall 
form one blessed and holy race, and all languages shall sound harmonious together in the 
heavenly language of love, in which the Church sings the song of God and the Lamb.  

O Holy Spirit, gather our hearts to Christ, and gather in all people so that there soon 
may be one flock, one Shepherd. Amen. 

Thou sacred Love, grace on us bestow,  
Set our hearts with heav’nly fire aglow  
That with hearts united we love each other,  
Of one mind, in peace with every brother.  
Lord, have mercy! 

Thou highest Comfort in every need,  
Grant that neither shame nor death we heed,  
That e’en then our courage may never fail us  
When the foe shall accuse and assail us.  
Lord, have mercy! 

Luther: We now implore L 3:3-4 ELH 33:3-4 tr. TLH ©1941 CPH. Used by permission.; tune: Nun bitten wir

235. Pentecost Monday – I 
God, pour out Your love in our hearts by Your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

John 3:16–21 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. He 
who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the 
condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not 
come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who does the truth comes to the 
light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.” 



Listen to this, all people. Listen to this, all who are unhappy and troubled: God loves 
you all! God, who is Lord over all, does not wish any evil on us. He loves us and wants 
pure good for us. Think of it: God loves the world. Listen to who it is that loves: it is 

the eternal, almighty God. It is He “who made whatever He pleased in heaven and on earth, 
in the seas and in all the deep.” He loves, He is love. “The sun shines, fire warms, God 
loves.” He covers us with goodness. He wishes us and gives us every good thing. He rejoices 
in our well-being and does not want us to be unhappy. And listen to who it is He loves. It is 
the world: all people. Not one person is excluded; God loves all. Good and evil, God-fearing 
and ungodly, you and I, we all can be certain that God loves us. Think about this, remember 
Jesus’ words clearly when you are alone, and put “me” in place of “the world”: “For God so 
loved me… So I am loved by God, I and all my family and all people!”  

Great is God’s love, infinitely deep and high, and stronger than death. We were lost, and 
justice demanded that we be sentenced to death, but God loved the world, so that He gave 
His only-begotten Son. Nothing greater could be given. No one else is loved so much by God, 
He surrounds no one else so much with His eternal love. Nothing higher could He give us. 
When I ponder this, and the Holy Spirit speaks to my heart concerning this, it becomes 
clear to me that this Gospel is not from men, but from God, for it could not come about in 
any human thoughts. And I feel the joy of God’s love in my soul, a foretaste of eternal 
salvation. “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He 
not with Him also freely give us all things” [Rom 8:32]? When God loves me so, who shall be 
able to separate me from this love?  

God’s only-begotten Son was delivered to the death of the cross. According to love’s plan 
He had to be lifted up just like the serpent in the wilderness, and thereby justice is 
satisfied. God gave us His own Son as the sacrificial Lamb, and the Jewish priests offered 
Him for the whole world. Now love can rule. We can believe and receive it, rely on it, and 
enjoy it from our whole heart. And nothing else is required for our salvation. Whoever 
believes in the Son shall not perish, but have everlasting life. For what is eternal love other 
than God’s love in Christ? And that is given to us. What do we have to do then other than 
believe it? Yes, what else do we have to do, how can we do anything but believe it? Do we 
have any reason for unbelief? Isn’t love the truth? Isn’t unbelief a lie? Isn’t the Gospel the 
light? — Keep this text in your thoughts, and consider it in your heart, and God’s Spirit 
shall surely teach you to believe. What is to be believed is great, and faith itself is 
something great, but the Holy Spirit who works faith in us is also almighty God. — And 
great is what follows. “It is not about doing it so that I should get golden crowns and 
kingdoms, which would leave me under the dominion of sin and death, but that I should be 
delivered from death and hell, and be eternally saved. This gift shall extinguish the fire of 
hell, cast the devil underfoot, and make a terrified, troubled, and contrite heart into a 
joyful, living heart with eternal incorruptible life instead of eternal condemnation and 
death” (Luther).  

Thanks, O God, for Your love! Thanks for Your unspeakable gift! Give us the Spirit’s 
light to know it and believe, so that we do not despise such salvation, but are saved and 
taste Your love in eternal life. Amen. 



Thy love, O gracious God and Lord,  
All other loves excelling,  
Attunes my heart to sweet accord,  
And passes pow’r of telling;  
For when Thy wondrous love I see,  
My heart yields glad submission;  
I love Thee for Thy love to me  
In my poor, lost condition.  

Yea, Thou hast loved our fallen race,  
And rather than condemn us,  
Cast out and banish from Thy face,  
Thine only Son didst send us;  
Who died upon the cross, that we  
Should all be saved forever;  
Hence Jesus also died for me,  
My soul, forget it never.  

Kingo: L 441:1-2 ELH 449:1-2 tr. G. A. T. Rygh; tune: Durch Adams Fall

236. Pentecost Monday – II 
Blessed is the man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity,  

And in whose spirit there is no guile. Amen. [Psa 32:2] 

Acts 10:42–48 “And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He 
who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead. To Him all the prophets 
witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.” 
While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the 
word. And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with 
Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. For they 
heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. Then Peter answered, “Can anyone forbid 
water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 
And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to 
stay a few days. 

All the prophets testify about our Lord Jesus Christ, that everyone who believes in 
Him receives forgiveness of sins by His name. All the prophets, indeed a fine host of 
witnesses! Should we not believe them? Could they all be wrong and be testifying to 

a lie? Ask the Apostles too! They testify exactly the same. Hear how they all say with one 
voice that everyone who believes in Jesus receives forgiveness of sins by His name. He who 
is Judge of all, His name is the source for forgiveness of sins. This they all testify by the 
Holy Spirit. Truly it is very important to our God that we believe the forgiveness of sins. 
When a person is woken up and sees his sin, it is not easy for him to believe. Of course, 
some can become confident in faith very quickly; for others it takes a long time. The devil 
raises all kinds of doubt in the soul, for he has lost if we believe the forgiveness of sins in 
Christ. Therefore God has taken painstaking care that we should believe. Moses is a 
powerful witness of our sin. You believe him, and rightly so, for Moses is the servant of the 
Lord, and Christ Himself confirmed his word. But now if you believe Moses when he 
testifies that you are a sinner, shouldn’t you then believe all God’s prophets (and Moses too) 
and all His Apostles and the Son Himself, when they unanimously testify that everyone 
who believes in Jesus Christ receives forgiveness of sins by His name? You believe He is 
God’s Son. You believe He has taken away the sin of the world. You believe He is the Savior 
of sinners, as His name says. You believe in Him, and yet do you doubt whether your sins 
are forgiven you? Don’t you realize that your unbelief is hollow and empty, pure deceit and 
a trick of Satan? Don’t you realize that you thereby set yourself against all of the witnesses 



of truth sent by God and say to them: “I am not sure if you are telling the truth!” Yes, you 
say to Jesus Himself: “I don’t know if You have the right to the name Savior!” — O away 
with unbelief! You who know that you are a sinner and intend to sin no more, who pray for 
grace for Jesus’ sake and have no other Savior: all the prophets testify that you have 
forgiveness of sins in Jesus. Shouldn’t the devil’s lie be trodden under foot? Shouldn’t God’s 
Word stand? It is too glorious for us, but it is true. Or is anything impossible with God? 
Rejoice, your sins are forgiven, and salvation is yours! 

Praise to You, Lord Jesus. You baptized us into Your name and thus give us such rich 
grace. Surely You have taken away our sins and offered Yourself for our salvation. When 
You have taken them away, they are taken away. Nothing can condemn us. We thank You 
heartily and pray for grace to believe and to serve You forever, precious Lord and Savior. 
Amen. 





Grant, O God, on You relying, 
That sin now be drowned and die, 
To Your Christian Church supplying 
Strength to spread both far and wide! 
Let Your Spirit wake each soul 
To true prayer, repentance whole 
On the earth a new life living, 
True devotion to God giving. 

Grant, O God, our Hope and Power, 
To our souls true peace of mind; 
Heaven’s healing balm now shower 
Sweetly our bruised heart to bind! 
Grant, in Jesus’ name, O God, 
Healing to our hearts so sad; 
By Your Spirit bless our living 
To our Church true faith be giving. 

Landstad: Give Gud, paa hvem vi stole L 446:1-2 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Werde munter (ELH 354); 
alternate hymn: O enter, Lord, Thy temple ELH 400

237. Pentecost Tuesday 
Lord, gather us into Your sheepfold, and lead us by Your hand. Amen. 

John 10:1–10 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, 
but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the 
door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; 
and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. And when he brings out his own 
sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. Yet they will 
by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” Jesus used this illustration, but they did not understand the things which He 
spoke to them. Then Jesus said to them again, “Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of 
the sheep. All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear 
them. I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find 
pasture. The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that 
they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” 

The Lord Himself is the Shepherd of His Church. But since the Means of Grace, which 
are visible, cannot be administered by the transfigured Savior without means, He 
chooses some from the flock of souls as shepherds for the others. “He Himself gave 

some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for 
the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ” (Ephesians 4:11). He speaks about this in this Gospel. “He who enters by the door is 
the shepherd of the sheep.” And here we learn these two things: 1) Only those who truly 
belong to the Church themselves can be real caretakers of souls. A servant of the Word who 
himself does not have heartfelt communion with the Lord, although he may enter at the 
door, is not really called and cannot tend souls rightly. Only those who come to the Father 
through Jesus and continually live from His love, daily receive forgiveness, daily stand 
before the throne of grace and go out again into life with new strength. Only those for whom 
Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life, can be shepherds who rightly feed and tend His 
sheep. 2) Every true servant of God’s Word must be appointed to the work by the Lord and 
must not have forced his way into the office. He must not only have come into the Church 
through the right door, but he must also have come into the office of the ministry through 
the right door. The external call in and by the Church is necessary because God is a God of 
order, and every member in the Church has his place of service. This external call is also a 



very necessary help and comfort needed in the temptations and difficulties of the work. But 
here we are talking about the inner call, without which the outward call really has little 
value. How shall we then recognize this call? The answer is not difficult, but the proof is 
difficult. If you can say with Peter: “Lord, You know all things, You know that I love You”; if 
you have such a compelling desire to work as a shepherd, and point your life in that 
direction, then the Lord has said to you: “Feed My sheep.” And when you have followed the 
call, then you have entered at the door, and then the sheep follow you and know your voice.  

The Lord Himself is the door to the sheepfold: He is the door for all, because only by His 
merit and blood do we enter the kingdom of grace, and He is the door for the shepherds, 
because only by His love do we rightly enter the pastoral office. — The Pharisees and all 
worldly pastors and hypocritical exhorters are thieves and robbers, the Lord says. How this 
shows the need for self-examination! They are thieves and robbers, for they gather for 
themselves, and work for worldly honor and simple profit, while Christ’s true servants 
consider it the highest honor to lead souls to Him. Blessed is everyone who goes in and out 
through Jesus! They shall have life and have it abundantly. They shall enjoy His abundant 
grace and His more than conquering love. Then His life shall rule in them, and they shall 
richly administer to hungry souls from “the fullness of His house, and the river of His 
pleasures” [Psalm 36:8]. 

Lord, give us shepherds who feed Your sheep on the good pastures. Bless them, and 
keep Your flock. Let us also be found among Your people, to our last hour continue in Your 
Church, and live through You. Amen. 

O Jesus, grant us shepherds sure 
Who love Your holiness so pure; 
Guard us against the world so vile 
And Satan sly who would beguile; 
Grant us around Your throne to stand 
In rest and comfort without end! 

Danish: Op, Zions Vægtre, sover ei! L 231:4 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: St. Petersburg (ELH 505); 
alternate hymn: Lord of the Church, we humbly pray ELH 502:1

238. Pentecost Wednesday 

Lord, give us a thorough knowledge of sin and living faith. Amen. 

Acts 2:22–28 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to 
you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you 
yourselves also know—Him, being delivered by the determined counsel and foreknowledge of 
God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; whom God raised up, 
having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it. For 
David says concerning Him: ‘I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for He is at my right 
hand, that I may not be shaken; therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; 
moreover my flesh will also rest in hope, because You will not leave my soul in Hades, nor 
will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. You have made known to me the ways of life; 
you will make me full of joy in Your presence.’” 

The Holy Spirit through Peter speaks serious words to the Israelites and to us. His 
words cut to their heart; so they should also do with us. Because of our sins God out 
of His love gave His Son, and we crucified Him with wicked hands. As long as we 

think that only others are guilty of the blood of God’s Son, then we take it easy. But when 
we realize that we ourselves are the ones, then it becomes a completely different matter. 
Though the unbelieving Jews first and foremost are guilty of the blood of God’s Son, still 
they are not alone in it; we joined in murdering the Lord of glory. For He died for sin. Our 
sin condemned and killed Him.  



You people, whom God loves so much, that He gave His Son for you, how terrible that 
you crucify the only-begotten Son of God with evil hearts and bloody hands! As many as are 
led by God’s Spirit know this and are grieved by it, but the world will not admit that they 
nailed God’s Son to the cross. If you can hear the Lord’s Word and regard it in your 
conscience, then it should confirm itself as truth to your heart. Certainly with your evil 
thoughts, words, and deeds you have scourged, mocked, and crucified the Lord, for whom 
you are named. And as long as you deny His deity or despise His grace and tread His blood 
underfoot, then you are in the mob and in partnership with Caiaphas and Pilate who 
condemn Him.  

But God’s love is greater than our greatest sin. The worst atrocity heaven and earth 
have seen is this: that God’s only-begotten Son is crucified by His own people. According to 
His determined plan this becomes our salvation. This is the height and depth of love, the 
death of death and the life of mankind, the angel’s song of praise, and the salvation of all 
the redeemed. By death He pays the price of sin and then arises in glory. Love conquers and 
triumphs. “He was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our 
justification” [Rom 4:25]. And now He sends us His Holy Spirit, through Him gives us the 
fruit of the work of His salvation, His saving grace, and He creates faith in our hearts, by 
which we receive it. Thus we receive part in Him and live with Him. He rejoices in us, and 
all heaven rejoices in our fortune. O give Him your hearts, believe in Him, and live in Him!  

Lord Jesus, precious Savior, living God, give me grace that I may always with humble 
heart believe in You, honor You, and serve You, and in all eternity praise Your name. 
Amen. 

But what hath moved Thee, gracious Lord?  
Why is Thine heart still yearning,  
Since the great world rejects Thy word,  
Thy love and mercy spurning?  
For men go on in sin each day  
In carnal-minded blindness  
And O how few Thy call obey,  
And heed Thy lovingkindness!  

In us no beauty Thou couldst see,  
And no intrinsic merit;  
We all were poor—but misery  
And sin we did inherit.  
We wandered each a different path,  
And in our lost condition,  
By nature children of His wrath,  
Whom sin doomed to perdition.  

O gracious God, Thy loving heart 
Was full of sweet compassion; 
And felt our woe and desperate smart, 
And planned our restoration; 
Thy grace and justice found a way 
To save us from death’s horror; 
And everlasting judgment stay, 
And give us joy for sorrow. 

Kingo: Thy love, O gracious God and Lord L 441:4.5.7 ELH 449:4.5.7 tr. G. A. T. Rygh;  
tune: Durch Adams Fall

239. Pentecost Thursday 



We pray again today, Lord Jesus! Pour out Your Spirit upon us. Amen. 

Acts 2:29–36 “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is 
both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Therefore, being a prophet, and 
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to 
the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke 
concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His 
flesh see corruption. This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. Therefore 
being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear. For David did not ascend 
into the heavens, but he says himself: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, till I 
make Your enemies Your footstool.”’ Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that 
God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 

What God’s Son did for us, God’s Spirit explains and makes certain and sure in the 
believer’s heart. Christ became Man, suffered death, rose again, and entered into 
His glory. He made satisfaction for our sins, freed us from the condemnation of the 

Law, and won for us eternal life. He reconciled us with God, took away His wrath, and 
destroyed death. All this is undeniable. “It is finished!” It was prophesied by David and all 
the Prophets because it was decided in God’s plan, and now it is presented in the Gospel as 
a revealed fact. Now the prophecies are easy to understand, for they are uncovered from the 
shroud. Now they are easy to believe, for the fulfillment has confirmed them. Christ died, 
but is risen and lives. The Holy Spirit has come and the Church is established. There we 
have the things which Jesus has given us: the Word and Sacraments, with life and 
salvation for everyone who believes. 

We know this to be true, for we have the testimony of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. He 
confirms the Word in our experience, He leads us in fellowship with God’s Son, so that we 
may know both sin and grace, both death and life. But knowing these things and regarding 
them as true doesn’t help you for salvation if the Spirit does not confirm them for your 
heart. Ask Him sincerely to do this. He does not reject those who must say: “I believe, Lord, 
help my unbelief!” But do not let Him go, before you are assured within. Here we are not 
dealing with little things; it is a matter of eternal life or eternal death. Here we are talking 
about salvation from cruel death and deepest hell, from the terrible condemnation of your 
soul and God’s righteous anger. So there must be something other than a cold knowledge 
and empty thoughts. Only God’s Spirit can put the truth and life in your heart and confirm 
the Scripture’s testimony there, so that we believe with this faith which is stronger than 
death and hell, because it is of divine origin and based on God’s truth. Life is there and 
light and salvation. It is there in the Word, and in it is the Spirit who will bring it home to 
your soul. By this grace you can receive it and come to the certainty of salvation. If you do 
not yet have such faith, then may God send you the Spirit’s zeal to desire it with your whole 
heart!  

Grant us this, merciful Lord Jesus! Proclaim the Word to us, so that we receive it and 
come to the certainty of faith, assured of Your deity and of our life in You. Let us experience 
the power of Your resurrection in our soul, so that we live in You and always confess Your 
name. Amen. 

Spirit of God, who Jesus’ friends 
Can grant new voice and speaking 
To spread God’s Word to earth’s far ends 
Now far and wide forth breaking: 
For miracles we do not pray, 
But that You show us Truth’s pure way 
Which us to heav’n is taking. 



Spirit of life, give life to those 
Who in their sin are dying; 
The proud to faith do now dispose; 
On God to be relying! 
Spirit of grace, grant faith new pow’r 
And let Your dew with freshness show’r 
Faith’s fruit then multiplying. 

Nimb: Guds Aand som Jesu Vidner kan L 438:1-2 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Ach, Gott, vom Himmel (ELH 440); 
alternate hymn: Holy Ghost, with light divine ELH 402:5-6

240. Pentecost Friday 
God, let Your Word convert our soul. Amen. 

Acts 2:37–42 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and 
the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” Then Peter said to them, 
“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your 
children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” And with many 
other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, Be saved from this perverse generation.” 
Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand 
souls were added to them. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

“They were cut to the heart,” so it should be. If God’s Word does not cut to our heart, 
then we hear it in vain. What did they feel then? They felt their sin and trembled 
before God’s wrath. So it should be. Whoever does not feel his sin with sorrow 

before God does not have true faith. — Many hear the Word about Jesus’ death with such 
cold hearts as if it did not concern them. Only when the sting of the accusation: “You are 
the man!” [2Sa 12:7] comes to our soul, does the question: “What shall I do?” [Act 16:30], 
become of vital interest to us, and only then are our ears open to the Word about the 
forgiveness of sins. It is and remains so: only those who are sorry for their sin can believe 
the Gospel. People do not hear the message of grace without first hearing the admonition of 
the commandment. Shout it out to the world that God is gracious and shout it in people’s 
ears. Say it with Peter’s fiery eloquence or with the loving, piercing voice of John, the son of 
thunder. With the Spirit’s enlightenment and power convince people of the saving value of 
Christ’s grace, and invite them with the Gospel’s heavenly calling, and compelling Word. It 
all seems in vain; they do not listen and do not come. Sometimes it seems that they are 
listening and yielding there, but then they break away and are lost, if they do not learn to 
know and repent their sin.  

But you who see that you deserve God’s wrath, and now sincerely ask for salvation, 
come, all of you, and receive in the name of Jesus Christ full forgiveness, and be comforted. 
You are baptized into Christ, and the promise belongs to you. It is the Holy Spirit who 
humbles you in contrition, and He does it by healing you with grace through Jesus’ merit. 
Be saved from this faithless generation! The Lord your God calls you. Do not stand afar off, 
but come here and join His congregation, and live with His people. When from your heart 
you repent of your sin, because you have angered your God with it; when you truly want to 
flee from sin and to live according to God’s Word and command; when you can hear that the 
Gospel is a good message which you will gladly receive: then your repentance is true, and 
then you already have what you desire: forgiveness for all your sins with the Lord your 
God. Believe what Jesus has done, and accept what He has given, and continue steadfastly 
in the apostles’ doctrine to the end. Don’t look for signs, but believe the Word. 



Then we are one with the apostolic Church and have everything in common with them, 
sit at the same Communion table, break the same bread, and pray the same prayers to the 
same heavenly Father. God be praised! 

Heavenly Spirit, all others transcending, 
Thou who with Father and Son dost abide! 
Come Thou, our spirits in unity blending, 
Come and make ready the heavenly bride! 
Calling and gathering, and Jesus declaring, 
Building God’s Church, shedding light from above, 
Come, O Thou Spirit of God, never tiring, 
Come and interpret God’s wonderful love! 

Merciful Jesus, with love never failing, 
Sending Thy Spirit, the pledge ever new, 
That Thy atonement for all is availing, 
Faith ever sees that Thy promise is true. 
Crowned are Thy servants with heavenly fire, 
Speaking with hearts and with tongues all aflame; 
Heavenly Spirit, our voices inspire, 
That we may sing of His glorious name! 

Heav’nly Consoler, with unction celestial, 
Heal Thou the wounds of each sin-burdened heart! 
Strengthen our faith, and with zeal Pentecostal 
Fill our faint souls, and Thy blessings impart! 
Create within us new hearts and new spirits; 
Lead us in truth, and sustain us in woe; 
Teach us true faith in the dear Savior’s merits, 
So that at death we Thy power may know! 

Brun: L 432:1.3 LHy 377 tr. G. A. T. Rygh; tune: Jesus, din søde Forening at smage (LHy 377);  
alternate hymn: O Holy Ghost, Thou gift divine ELH 26:3-5

241. Pentecost Saturday 
God the Holy Spirit, kindle love in our hearts. Amen. 

1 John 4:9–12 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, 
if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has seen God at any time. If we 
love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. 

All God’s work is love, and all creatures testify that God loves. Blessed are those who 
see it! But although God’s love streams forth in all His works, still John rightly says: 
“In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only 

begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” For all 
God’s thoughts of love toward us are gathered together in “the plan of His mercy,” that His 
only-begotten Son should become Man and redeem us with His blood. From the manger in 
Bethlehem, from the Baptism in the Jordan, but especially from Gethsemane and Golgotha, 
love shines forth through all God’s works. “What is it sparkled in the blood From Jesus’ 
riven side that flowed? The brightest beams of heavenly love, Which fall upon us from 
above. Now every hindrance which would stay Our faith in God is cleared away. Send doubt 
of whatsoever name Back to the devil, whence it came!”  It is in Christ that God loves and 2

 Translation of this quotation is taken from Per Strømme’s translation.2



blesses us. And great, high, deep, living is this love. Whoever believes it loves in return, and 
thus God abides in us.  

You lament that you cannot love God and the brethren. Surely it is to be lamented, for 
where love is not found, all gifts are in vain and all works are nothing. But have you 
considered what John says here: “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved 
us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” Immediately before this he said: 
“Love is of God.” Let the Spirit teach us this! Let Him teach us that we are loved by God, 
and that His love has come to us in the Son, that it is given to us in Him, in that He became 
Man and died for us, and we were baptized into His death and hear His Gospel and eat His 
Supper. Let the Spirit explain this to us, so that we believe God’s love, which truly is there 
among us and with us: then it comes to us and abides in us. Believe in love as God’s nature 
and as God’s gift, believe that God loves you in Christ, before you love Him, then you 
believe rightly. Believe as God Himself says, believe what is true, and you shall taste love 
and you shall love because you are loved. Do not give up before this love is your life! Make 
no mistake: it is from God and is His gift to those who believe. 

God, let Your love humble us and abide in us. You are rich in mercy and in the desire to 
make us happy. Grant us love, let our hearts be filled by it, and let it be the living force and 
motivation in all that we do. Amen. 

My Jesus’ mercy’s in my heart 
With golden letters written; 
True faith, sure hope, pure love impart; 
With joy my heart be smitten! 
And when I sing Your praise, 
My heart with joy I raise, 
O let my spirit rise 
To life’s sweet Paradise 
With constant longing yearning. 

Enlighten now, O Light of love, 
My heart’s darkness defeating! 
Come, dwell in this humble abode 
And do not be retreating! 
O God, I pray to You, 
My heart with strength renew, 
My Joy, my Rest, my Part, 
O soothe my broken heart, 
You are my life forever! 

Sacer: Den Idræt Gud er tækkelig L 439:5-6 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Ein feste Burg (ELH 251); 
alternate hymn: Come, Holy Ghost, in love ELH 11


