
274. Trinity 4 – I 
Heavenly Father, grant us to be minded like You. Amen. 

Luke 6:36–42 “Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful. Judge not, and 
you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you will 
be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it 
will be measured back to you.” And He spoke a parable to them: Can the blind lead the blind? 
Will they not both fall into the ditch? A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is 
perfectly trained will be like his teacher. And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s 
eye, but do not perceive the plank in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, 
‘Brother, let me remove the speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the plank 
that is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you 
will see clearly to remove the speck that is in your brother’s eye.” 

Our heavenly Father shows unending mercy toward us, though it often seems 
otherwise. His innermost thoughts speak of compassion for us day and night. No 
parent is so concerned for a sick child as God is for us poor sinners. And this His 

mercy He wants to pour into our hearts so that we behave toward one another as He does 
toward us. Friends and enemies, evil and good, we should deal with them all in mercy, so 
that we “rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep” [Rom 12:15]. Our 
Gospel names four things in which this shows itself.  

1) Do not judge. Do not judge, but be gentle toward each other in all thoughts and 
words. Love endures all things and bears all things, interprets all things as good, “excuses 
and speaks well and puts the best construction on everything.”  Endeavor to do this at all 1

times and toward all people. This is God’s will and gift to us in Christ, and it is a great gift 
of grace. Whoever has such an attitude has a pure eye which sees the good and beautiful 
where others do not, and can lead the erring back on the right path, for such love speaks to 
their soul and “covers a multitude of sins” [Jam 5:20]. Whoever does not judge can judge. 
Such a person can distinguish lie from truth, and help others to judge themselves, while 
unmerciful, faultfinding people are themselves blind and lead others into ever thicker 
darkness.  

2) Do not condemn. Do not condemn, but draw the erring to yourselves and save them. 
When you have to use correction toward the ungodly and tell him that he is going to hell if 
he does not repent, then do this with the pains of love. Put yourselves in his place, consider 
yourself in his situation, feel his misery, get under it and lift it from him. If only out of 
mercy we lamented the multitude and wretchedness of the ungodly, then things would be 
different among us. Brethren, do not condemn the unconverted, but save them!  

3) Forgive. Forgive and you shall be forgiven. Forgive with a willing heart everything 
that people have done against you. If we harbor hatred and vengeance in our soul, then we 
have God’s wrath upon us, for then we are no longer within the kingdom that is called the 
kingdom of grace. Any sin at all that your neighbor commits against you, take it and carry 
it to God, — not with an evil heart that demands revenge, then you will not find your way 
to God, but in mercy, praying for grace and blessing on him, then you are like our Lord 
Jesus, and then mercy shall prevail.  

4) Give. Give, and it shall be given to you. Give with a joyful heart and an open hand, 
not to be called generous, not to receive reward from God or men, but in this way: “so that 
the left hand does not know what the right hand is doing” [Mat 6:3].  

 Luther’s Small Catechism, Explanation to the Eighth Commandment.1



Go now willingly and gladly and do this, Christians. Let your whole life be mercy! Here 
too, above all, this is important: Go and do it! Then you too shall understand better every 
day the saying about “the speck” and “the plank” and again about “the plank” first and then 
about “the speck.” You should constantly do it, so that you make good progress.  

Heavenly Father, grant us joyful eyes and loving minds, we pray You sincerely. Let it be 
seen in all our life that we are Your children. Amen. 

They are God’s truest Israel 
Who both believe and do live well, 
A race by God’s true Word reborn, 
A Bride whom grace and truth adorn, 
On earth a treasure hid from sight, 
And yet a light in this world’s night. 

There is a sign that will not fail, 
But God’s true members do unveil: 
Their God and Lord they do revere, 
Regard each other ever dear; 
By this sure mark of love here shown, 
The Savior’s brethren may be known. 

And yet they feel their sin within, 
But hold it back and then begin 
To trust in Jesus’ precious love 
Sent to the heart from God above, 
That more and more their love they show 
That God on them did first bestow. 

Brorson: Hvor ser det ud i Verdens Ørk L 474:5-7 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Melita (ELH 418); 
alternate hymn: How fair the Church of Christ shall stand ELH 418 

275. Trinity 4 – II 
God, make our hope sure and alive. Amen. 

Romans 8:18–23 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the 
creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to 
futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself 
also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children 
of God. For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together 
until now. And not only they, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our 
body. 

Here in the world the children of God will suffer. Let us become familiar with this 
truth, so that in the midst of troubles we can rejoice in hope. God’s Church, and with 
it all creation, is now in birth pains. But the pain lasts only a little while and cannot 

compare to the eternal glory which awaits us. Now our soul is bound by the flesh and 
hindered by its weakness, but then it shall freely make use of all its own powers and rule 
over all things. Now it is a prisoner in this tent of death; then it receives a body of life, 
glorified like Christ’s. Now we are always oppressed by sin; then we become pure as the 
angels of heaven. Now our eye is faint and weak; then we shall see all things more clearly 
than Adam did before the fall. Now we are captive to a spot on this earth; then we become 
exalted over all worlds, freer and higher than thought itself. — Sickness, care, poverty, age, 
and death—everything that sin has brought upon us, are then exchanged for light, life, joy, 



eternal youth, and beauty. The form of the present world shall pass away, but creation 
itself shall not be destroyed. If creation is to be destroyed, then how could Paul speak as he 
does in our text? Creation shall be not destroyed, but glorified, regenerated, and renewed on 
that day (Matthew 24:35).  

“Creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God.” It sighs with us and waits 
for the redemption. This testifies clearly about the following two things: 1) What we await 
is surpassingly glorious, for it is the “deliverance of the whole creation from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.” Because of our sins everything is 
under fear of death. We hear the sigh in the cry of animals, in the rustling of the trees, in 
the splashing of water. All things flee from death and all things must die. But this law shall 
come to an end, death shall be destroyed, everything shall become life and praise, — eternal 
joy for the whole Church. 2) We can await this with full certainty. Creation’s groaning and 
sighing assures us that there is redemption from the bonds of death and there is eternal life 
for us and for it. If there were no deliverance, then the slave would not long for it. If there 
were not light over the earth, then the plants in the darkness below would not struggle to 
come up. The groaning in us and in all creation is a sure witness that, although sin put us 
in the bonds of death, eternal life is not taken away forever. When unbelief says that 
everything shall pass away as it is under the law of corruption, and that our body shall pass 
away forever in death and the grave, then our body itself knows that it is a lie. The whole 
creation and everything within us says: No, corruption is not eternal, corruption is 
corruptible. But creation and our body shall be glorified to eternal glory by our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

With the Holy Apostle we “consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” But gracious God, let 
us be found among Your children with the firstfruits of the Spirit. And help us to look 
forward to glory and rejoice in it amid all sufferings. Amen. 

Days grow longer, winter stronger, 
Winter stronger—till darkest day! 
Hard times pass on, slowing passing, 
Slowly passing! For that’s their way. 
Days grow longer, winter stronger, 
Winter stronger—till darkest day! 

Turtledove, O come and see now, 
Come and see now the meadow scene! 
There you find the mem’ry of springtime, 
Mem’ry of springtime, with buds so green. 
Turtledove, O come and see now, 
Come and see now the meadow scene! 

O the sweetest, sweetest firstfruits, 
Firstfruits of the most gentle spring! 
Let all quiver, let me shiver, 
Let me shiver! A passing thing!  
O the sweetest, sweetest firstfruits, 
Firstfruits of the most gentle spring! 

Brorson: Her vil ties L 476:2-4 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Her vil ties (ELH 367 or LHy 9); 
alternate hymn: Jerusalem, my happy home ELH 539 



276. Trinity 4 – Monday 
God, grant us holiness and love. Amen. 

John 8:1–11 But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. But  early in the morning He came 
again into the temple, and all the people came to Him; and He sat down and taught them. 
Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. And when they 
had set her in the midst, they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, in 
the very act. Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be stoned. But what do 
You say?” This they said, testing Him, that they might have something of which to accuse 
Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did not 
hear. So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, “He who 
is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.” And again He stooped down and 
wrote on the ground. Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out 
one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the 
woman standing in the midst. When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the 
woman, He said to her, “Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned 
you?” She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin 
no more.” 

Nothing is more loathsome to Jesus, the merciful Savior of sinners, than uncharitable 
judgment. All who set themselves up and use the strong power of the law on their 
neighbor are directly against Jesus. This means not only those who uncharitably 

condemn others as gross sinners, but also all who boldly presume to decide whether or not 
their neighbors are true Christians. — Gentleness, love, and meekness please the Lord, but 
pride and harshness are detestable to Him. They disguise themselves as being zealous for 
piety, or pretend to be concerned about the soul’s salvation. — People are won by love and 
trust, but self-righteous “superiority” drives them away. Don’t you have enough love to 
understand this? You help no one to examine himself by making him suspicious of you. But 
by believing him to be better than he is, you may really cause him to reflect on his 
condition. 

“Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be stoned. But what do You say?” 
They presented what Moses wrote. Then Jesus also writes something. I imagine He wrote 
what Moses wrote in Leviticus 19:18: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the 
LORD.” They knew that the Lord had mercy on sinners, and now they thought they could 
use His mercy as a weapon against Him. Behold, with consternation, how pride leads them 
away! They want to make a noose for the Lord out of His mercy toward poor sinners! “If He 
condemns her, they think, then He loses the favor of the sinners. If He lets her go, then we 
have the accusation of the Law against Him.” They did not see that they themselves were 
treading underfoot the law of love which they knew, and that they were more condemned 
than the sinful woman. Then the Lord speaks a word: “He who is without sin among you, 
let him throw the first stone at her,” and it strikes their conscience like a burning arrow. It 
becomes too difficult for them, so they all have to leave. All of them, without exception! This 
is something for us to consider!  

Jesus did not abolish the Law, but confirmed it, and here He presses its burning brand 
into their hearts. He never approves sin, but condemns it, and we hope also that some of 
them in this case admitted the justice of His decision and never again condemned others. 
And the woman? Yes, now only the miserable one and the Merciful One are left. His Word 
had judged her accusers. Her He does not condemn, but says: “Go and sin no more.” Let us 
remember that this woman was caught in the act of adultery and did not come to the Lord 
feeling her own need. He does not promise her forgiveness, but neither does He condemn 
her. — Whoever is willing, learn this lesson! 



Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us for our unkindness, and atone for what we have deserved 
by it. Grant us meekness and love, Lord. Grant us love in our souls. Grant us the love 
which is Yours. Amen. 

Our neighbor’s failings we should hide, 
True charity supplying, 
Nor comfortless let those abide 
Who for our help are crying, 
In need of home and daily bread, 
Whom we should help as Jesus said, 
His love thus glorifying. 

Grant that our words and deeds may give 
True witness of our yearning; 
The Spirit in our heart does live, 
His light within us burning; 
Grant that our light shines ever bright 
That all may see the Father’s Light, 
Their praise to You returning. 

Kingo: Den Naade som Gud haver gjørt L 426:3-4 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Ach Gott vom Himmel (ELH 440); 
alternate hymn: We are called by one vocation ELH 421 or Lord of glory ELH 459 

277. Trinity 4 – Tuesday 
Lord Jesus, grant us love. Amen. 

Matthew 5:38–42 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.’ But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, 
turn the other to him also. If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him 
have your cloak also. And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. Give to him 
who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away.” 

“Whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.” These words 
the Lord Himself demonstrated in Caiaphas’ house. When the servant struck 
Him in the face, He said: “If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if 

well, why do you strike Me” [Joh 18:23]? He loved His enemy and wanted to save him. We 
should put ourselves in our neighbor’s place and deal with him as best serves his interest, 
even if it is contrary to our own desire. Rather than argue, let your enemy keep all that is 
yours! What are all your goods compared to love and your neighbor’s soul? But just as you 
yourself must not willfully do anyone wrong, so you also should not help others to do wrong. 
What you might wish that someone would deny you in their place, for example, money for 
getting drunk, or a loan for wild living and useless dealings, that you should deny your 
neighbor. But this requires holy sincerity, love, and self-denial. It is easy to say: “I would 
gladly turn the other cheek, but I don’t do it literally, lest I exasperate him. I would gladly 
let him have my coat, but love forbids me to help him do wrong in stealing. I would gladly 
go two miles with him, but I don’t want to encourage his wickedness. I would willingly give 
and lend to him, but I refrain lest it tempt him to sin.” Words come easily, but it really 
depends on whether you show your sincerity by offering works of love to your neighbor. 
While you do not fulfill the Lord’s words by mere literal obedience, it is equally certain that 
a charitable impulse in the heart will, as a rule, result in some outward deed, and will 
always express itself in some way or other. If out of love you deny a drunken tramp money, 
then your love must take shape in some better way for him.  

If only your enemy’s temporal and eternal welfare were dearer to your heart than your 
goods and your easy living! Are you willing to take on trouble and burden, to help those who 



persecute you maliciously? “This is grace.” Live and practice it. Live like this. It is a 
glorious life. It is a life in freedom, a rich life, a life in power and a life in honor even if you 
are the lowliest, poorest, and most humble of all, for life in service of love is truly the life of 
a great human being. — This is learned only from Jesus. Only he who daily bows himself at 
the Savior’s feet and receives pardon for his sin learns this. But he really does learn it, even 
so that he learns it throughout his whole life.  

Lord, we pray You heartily: Grant us Your love. Let our whole life be love. Amen. 

Whoever still would say to thee: 
“I cannot love my enemy,” 
Shows that he does not understand 
The love of God which has no end. 

But if you say: “This I would do, 
But cannot find the pow’r thereto,”  
Then run to Jesus once again 
Within His wounds true love regain. 

Your heart bring with true penitence, 
In Jesus’ blood your sins to cleanse, 
The mind of Christ within you dwell, 
Imprinted by the Spirit well. 

Brorson: Skal Kjærlighed sin Prøve staa L 516:5-7 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Herr Jesu Christ, dich (ELH 23); 
alternate hymn: Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates ELH 92:5 

278. Trinity 4 – Wednesday 
Lord, now we pray again: Grant us Your love in our hearts. Amen. 

Matthew 5:43–48 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those 
who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be 
sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward 
have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet your brethren only, 
what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? Therefore you shall be 
perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.” 

Jesus says we should love our enemies, and so His Christians must do it. What His 
Word commands, it also gives the power to do. If you do not love your enemy, then you 
are not Jesus’ disciple and must not call yourself by His name. — A life of love in the 

heart shows itself in works of love. You do not truly love unless both heart and hand are 
together in it. A good intention which dies without fruit is no good, and a good work which 
does not come from the heart is empty and worthless. With Jesus and His people there is 
truth in everything, truth in the heart, and truth in works. When He says: “Love,” He 
means a living love. Then He adds: “Bless those who curse you.” Share heavenly good 
things with them in words of blessing, when they with wicked heart and evil words raise up 
evil from hell against you. “Do good to those who hate you.” Mind, body, and hand should do 
good to those who willingly do evil to you. “Pray for those who spitefully use you and 
persecute you.” Intercede for them, just as Jesus did on the cross. Speak with your heavenly 
Father about them, and receive from Him grace and peace for them, so that you can be 
gathered together with them in heaven. Do good with equally willing heart toward the evil 
and good, toward enemies and friends. “God makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.” Here they all stand side by side and many 



are first and many are last. When what we do toward the children of God receives a special 
promise as being done to the Lord Himself and remembered in heaven (Matthew 25:40; 
Luke 16:9; 1 Timothy 6:17-19), then this applies to works done with the same attitude as 
the Lord, who loves all and blesses all, who has mercy on the evil and the good and does not 
think about reward.  

Only the children of God, who know the Father’s love, can love their enemies. But it is 
equally true that only those who do this know the love of the heavenly Father and become 
His children. My soul, obey Jesus’ words, so that the impossible might become possible, and 
every difficulty might be made clear. — Lord God, heavenly Father, give us Your Holy 
Spirit, and make us perfect, as You are perfect. You see that we are still far from it. Have 
mercy on us, and pour out Your love into our hearts for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

When we with God-enlightened mind 
Behold our Lord’s compassion kind, 
Who prayed e’en for His enemies 
Who stood and laughed at His decease; 

When we consider all the pain 
Our Shepherd suffered for our gain, 
Before from death He rescued us, 
How hard and long He looked for us; 

When we regard our heart within 
And see the heavy weight of sin 
That God forgave for Jesus’ sake, 
Whose blood did full atonement make; 

When God the Spirit does bestow 
The spark within our soul to know 
The strongest fire of charity, 
Then we may love our enemy. 

Brorson: Skal Kjærlighed sin Prøve staa L 516:8-11 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Herr Jesu Christ, dich (ELH 23); 
alternate hymn: Love divine, all love excelling ELH 407:4 

279. Trinity 4 – Thursday 
God, grant us Your Holy Spirit with the love of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

1 Corinthians 13:1–7 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not 
love, I have become as sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of 
prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so 
that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my 
goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits 
me nothing. Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is 
not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 
does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. 

Let us fervently yearn for love and not give up, but truly attain it. It is more important 
than everything else. It outshines everything in heaven and on earth, and it is 
eternal. It never fails, but shall unfold its glory and charm in the perfect world to 

come. Faith and hope shall cease when we can see God as He is, but love remains and there 
it shall “then shine brightly forever.” For God is love, and love is eternal bliss.  

How poor are those who do not have love! How rich are those who love, even if they are 
the poorest people otherwise! How empty life is without love, but how full and beautiful 



with it! Love makes beggars into princes, huts into castles, and our passing possessions into 
eternal treasure. But all that you have is nothing without it. Your money, your jewels, your 
knowledge, your deeds—without love they are worth nothing. But if you love, and use your 
gifts in the service of love, then they all are beautiful and good and produce blessed fruit. 
Let love live and rule in you, and you possess all, are free from all, and servant of all. Love 
all with Christ’s love, and you will feel continual sorrow as long as you are on earth, and yet 
you live a blessed life. “Many waters cannot quench love, nor can the floods drown it. If a 
man would give for love all the wealth of his house, it would be utterly despised” (Song of 
Solomon 8:7).  

Yet, how should we, who ought to love, encourage one another to long for it? How can we 
sufficiently praise it? Let the Apostle speak: “Love is patient and kind.” (The words need no 
explanation, but let the Holy Spirit impress them on our soul. Let us keep and ponder them 
all in our heart!) “Love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not 
behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in 
iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.” Don’t you feel a burning desire within you to show love? But since you 
all have received its spark, then go and follow the Apostle’s words, and the holy fire shall be 
kindled, but through many temptations and struggles of faith. Do it, for love is worth it! 

To this end grant us Your Holy Spirit, merciful God. Show us our selfishness; let it 
humble us. Pour out Christ’s love in our hearts, yes, pour out Christ’s love in our hearts by 
Your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The truest form of love 
No pride does boast above, 
But gladly will be humble 
Nor cause the weak to stumble, 
Has strength and great contentment, 
Is gentle, kind, and patient. 

The way the wicked go 
True love can never know; 
Love never seeks its own things, 
No bitterness is owning, 
Endures all evil speaking; 
Love only peace is seeking.  

Love hopes for ev’rything, 
Bears patient ev’ry sting, 
Believes all things worth knowing; 
All lies love is foregoing; 
Love honors without ceasing, 
In goodness e’er increasing. 

Brorson: Den ypperligste Vei L 463:7.8.10 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Auf meinen lieben Gott (ELH 467); 
alternate hymn: Come, O come, Thou quick’ning Spirit ELH 438:1 

280. Trinity 4 – Friday 
God the Holy Spirit, let Your Word become truth in our hearts. Amen. 

Romans 14:7–13 For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. For if we live, 
we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we 
are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of 
both the dead and the living. But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show 
contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is 
written: “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess 



to God.” So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. Therefore let us not judge 
one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall 
in our brother’s way. 

Believers are not their own, but totally and completely belong to the Lord. He died for 
us and conquered sin and death, and whoever believes in Him partakes of that. 
Christ is eternal Lord over everything, and there is no condition on His will. He 

became Man and willingly took the burden of sin and death upon Himself to break these 
chains. This He did perfectly, and by Baptism He unites us with Himself, so that we are no 
longer slaves of sin, but free in Christ, so that we are able to love Him and live for Him with 
our whole heart. Whoever lives in unbelief apart from Christ is a slave of his own will and 
is lying when he boasts of his liberty. But whoever believes in Christ is subject to Him and 
thereby free. His heart has entered into love and does according to his will, which is now in 
accord with the Lord’s will. Of course, believers still have their own self-will also, but it is 
broken. They are its lords and mortify it. Do you live this life of liberty? Christ, God’s Son 
and the Judge of all things, has truly redeemed you from sin’s slavery, and likewise you 
truly and surely have right and access to the kingdom of love, and likewise are completely 
assured that the Spirit wants to create faith in your soul. But everything depends on this. 
Grace is given to you only so that your eye is healed to see and your hand to receive the gift. 
You are in God’s house, and life is yours. You also have knowledge about it and yearning for 
it. Let the Spirit enter your soul, then the change will take place, so that you are loosed 
from the spell, so that you are free and have a new life! These are not empty words, — 
blessed are those who experience it! 

Then “we live in the Lord,” serve one another, and build His Church. “As He was, so also 
are we in this world.” Free from all and lords over all, we are servants of all. In lowliness 
we regard others higher than ourselves, we judge no one, but bear one another’s 
weaknesses and wash one another’s feet. When we die, it is also “for the Lord,” a death in 
His fellowship, to His glory, our own homecoming and for the strengthening of the brethren. 
In this light we see one another and walk together and kneel together and confess the 
Lord’s glory, until, strong and weak, perfected in love, we all stand before Him on that day, 
not to be judged, but to receive our crown.  

Lord Jesus, draw us to Yourself, unite us with You, give us Your life, so that we may be 
one in You and reveal Your glory to the world, and stand bold on that day, to the praise of 
Your name. Amen. 

All Jesus’ members have their pow’r 
Though not as strong in ev’ry hour; 
They differ in each time and place, 
With each one’s skill and diligence; 
Yet all are one in God their Lord 
And live in love with one accord. 

The strong and weak go hand in hand,  
The rich and poor together stand, 
Those skilled in gentleness hold sway, 
Lead others then along the way, 
That ev’rything aright we find, 
When all our strength for good’s combined. 



And when this glorious heav’n-bound band 
Is spread abroad in ev’ry land, 
Then love for God shall ever grow, 
Then Jesus’ kingdom forth shall go; 
It duly draws more souls to share 
The company of heaven fair. 

Brorson: Hvor ser det ud i Verdens Ørk L 474:8.10.11 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Vater unser (ELH 383); 
alternate hymn: O Son of God, we wait for Thee ELH 536:1 

281. Trinity 4 – Saturday 
Lord God, give us the desire and strength of love for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

James 5:19–20 Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns 
him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul 
from death and cover a multitude of sins. 

When people sin both against God and against you, do not let this subdue your love. 
“Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” [Rom 12:21]. Let it grieve 
you that they are so unhappy. Put yourself in their place, and have loving care for 

their trouble. Those who live in sin are slaves of their desires, without peace and in 
bondage, and you would be the same as they if the Lord had not saved you by graciously 
calling you. They will be eternally lost if they do not repent, — shouldn’t this go to your 
heart? It is indeed their own fault that they serve the devil, but it is only by the Lord’s 
mercy that you are saved. Surely Satan rules in the ungodly, but it is just as certain that 
God has no pleasure in the death of any sinner, but that they repent and live. Their hearts 
have closed themselves so tightly against His Word, but by the grace of the Holy Spirit it 
may be possible to find a crevice in the ice, a thread may be found which leads through the 
labyrinth of the soul to find a place where the Word from God can be heard. Try to find this 
crevice, this thread; it is worth the effort. God will let it be successful and then you save a 
soul from eternal death. Here it is good if you have some knowledge of the human soul and 
have a sharp eye. But this is not given to everyone, and the main thing is that you have 
love. It is well said that “love is blind,” and there is something in that, for it is slow to see 
others’ faults. But love can see, yes, it alone, for it alone finds the way to your neighbor’s 
heart. It is said that love is weak, but it is strong, so strong that your neighbor’s great 
failings are a small thing to bear. It is strong, persistent, and persevering, and does not give 
up before his soul is won. Elijah prayed in the name of righteousness for drought and for 
rain, and it happened. Yet he was only a man, subject to similar circumstances as we have. 
Won’t God hear your fervent, persistent prayer in the name of love for the salvation of an 
erring soul, whom He loved even to the death of the cross? If only we had such love! O if 
only we had love so that we should be truly blessed co-workers with the Lord, save many 
souls from death, and cover many sins, yes, rightly to “cover a multitude of sins!”  

We pray You again, merciful God, for love. Grant it to us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

O Jesus, Ruler of all grace, 
True Fountain of love’s caring, 
You died my sin’s debt to erase, 
Your own life never sparing. 
Grant that my neighbor I may love— 
As You have taught me from above— 
No ill against him bearing. 



May falsehood’s charm still never be 
Between my lips invading, 
No lying ever wickedly 
My speech be yet pervading; 
But grant that I in truth may stand 
And truly love both God and man, 
My soul with gladness sating. 

Kingo: O Jesu, du al Naadens Væld L 464 tr. DeGarmeaux; tune: Es ist das Heil (ELH 227); 
alternate hymn: We are called by one vocation ELH 421


